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The Joint Committee of the two houses of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Delaware, to whom was referred so much 
of the Governor's Message as relates to military interference 
by troops in the service of the United States 'with the 
election in this State on the 4th day of November, 1862, beg 
leave to submit their report : ^ 

On the 8th of January, 1863, the following joint resolution 
was passed by both branches of the Legislature, to wit : 

" Besolved by the Senate and House of Eepreaentatives of 
the State of Delaware in General Assembly met, That so much of 
the Governor's Message as refers to the interference by troops in 
the service of the United States with the elections in this State on 
the 4th day of November last, be referred to a Committee of three 
members on the part of the Senate, and five members on the part of 
House of Representatives, and that said Committee have power to 
send for persons and papers, and leave to report by bill ot otherwise J' 

The importance of the subject submitted to the Committee for 
investigation, involving the grave fact of actual interference by 
the Federal Government with the taoat sacred right of the 
people of the State, the right to the free expression of their 
opinion at the ballot-box, in the choice of State and local' 
officers, induced your Committed to summon before them one 
hundred and twenty *four witnesses, residents in different parts 
of the State, and representing both: the political parties. The 
testimony of these witnesses will be found in the Journal of 
the Comtmittee accompanying this Eeport. 

The subjects of inquiry to which the attention of the Com* 
mittee was specially directed, are. 

First. The invasion of the State during the years 1861 and 
1862 by a part of General Lockwood^s command) and subse- 
quently by the Maryland Home Guard, under command of 
Colonel James Wallace, and the disarming of all the volunteer 
companies of the State which were commanded by Democrats, 
while all the volunteer companies which were commanded by 
Republicans were permitted to retain possession of their arms. 



Also, the presencse <rf a ^oomapany of cavalry in tlie two lower 
counties of .this State i«iamediately preceding the election, and 
their attendance upon the politi<5al meetings of the Bepublican 
party in said counties — ^t'he eJBfect of their presence upon the 
public mind, and the means adopted fcy the opposite party to 
allay the apprehensions naturalSy resulting from their presence 
in those counties at such time and under such circumstances. 
And whether troops in the ser«rice of the United States were 
present at the election in this State on the fourth day of 
November, one thousand eight hundred and sixty -two ; what 
number of troops were present ; <wihen they arrived in the 
State ; under whose command at the time of arrival ; by what 
conveyance they were brought to the State ; when and how they 
were dietributed and conveyed to the different voting places ; 
and undtr whose commaaad they were plaoed at the polls. 

Second. Wh<ather his Excelleoicy, the then Governor of the 
State, under authority conferred upon him by Section 4, 
Article 4: of the Constitution of the United States, which reads 
as follows, to wit : *' The United States shall guarantee to 
every State in this Union .a Eepublican form of government, 
aiul shal protect each of them against invasion,, and on applica- 
tion of tfhe Legislature, .or of the Executive (when the Legisla- 
ture caanot be convened) against domestic violence," made 
application for troops to be sent into this State on the fourth 
day of November, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, 
or whether he was applied to to make such application. 

Third. Upon whose application troops were brought into 
the State, mid under what circumstances, and for what reason 
such applieatioin w:as made, and for what purpose they w^ere 
sent. 

Fourth. Whefher they acted under the command of the 
Pravost Marshals for the purposes and objects for which they 
were professedly ;as3ced for and professedly sent ; or whether 
they acted in concert with, and for the (benefit of one political 
party, to iJhe prejudice and injury of the other, and to prevent, 
instead of insure, a fairaaid impartial election. 

Fifth. Whether their presence was necessary to preserve 
the public peace, and insure a fair and impartial election, and 
whether they .conduced to that effect. 

Sixth. The Committee, in accordance with their own sense 
of duty, inquired generally as to the character and conduct of the 
Provost Marshals, through the agency of the troops that were 
under and subject to their command at the polls, and also 

ierally into the conduct of the troops sent into the State. 

The Committee do not propose ia this Beport following 



strictly the course of theexamination, but to allude to the facts 
proved, without regard to the time at which they were elicited 
in the order of exarainatioa. This course has been rendered 
necessary from considerations of convenience to witnesses, as^ 
weil as to* the Committee. With a view to discharge witnesses,, 
and allow them to retuorn to* their homes> and thereby save* 
trouble to^hem and e:gpense to the State, each witness was, as 
a general rule, examined at the time he was called, upon all 
the facts known to» be in his possession relating to the subject 
under consideration. Iftwill, therefore, be perceived that much 
of the testimony, allud^ed to in the commencement of the 
Eeport, was elicited' towards the close of the examination.. In 
order to showa deliberate and settled pu-rpose on the part of 
evil-disposed persons- in this State to carry out their owa evil 
designs, and promote their own< selfish partizan ends by in- 
timidating the Democratic voters of the State, the Committee* 
examined witnesses to prove, and' did prove beyond question, 
that some time previous to the last general election in this 
State, all the volunteer companies in the State, which were 
commanded by Democrats, had been deprived of the arms 
which had been furnished them by the order of the Governor of 
the State, and that all the volunteer companies, which were com- 
manded by Republicans, were permitted to retain possession of 
their arms until and subsequent to the election. For the proof 
of this fact, the Committee refer to the testimouy of Hon. 
Edward Wootten, Judge in the Superior Court in this State,. 
John B. Penington, Esq., Shepard P. Houston, Esq., Alfred P. 
Robinson, Esq., Edward L. Martin, Esq., and others. William 
Cannon, the present Governor of the State, was also examined 
upon this subject, and attempted, by his testimony to make the 
impression that all the volunteer companies in? the State, with- 
out regard to party, had been deprived of their arms previous 
to the last election ; but in a subsequent part of his examina- 
tion, admitted that he knew nothing about awy company com- 
manded by Republican oflScers, except the one ia hi* own 
town, and that the arms of that company had not beera delivered 
to the authorities of the General Government,, but were slacked 
up in his own store at the very time he was delivering his tes- 
timony. His testimony upon the subject is as- follows^ to wit : 

" Question. Do you not know, or was it not your wnderstand- 
ing, that the volunteer companies, commanded by Ufiion men or 
Republicans, retained possession of their arms t 

** Answer. Kot at the time the others were taken away, so fnx %s 
I Qfiderfttand. 

" QuefitioD. Do yon not know, or was it not y onr anderatAodiiig, 
that the yolnDteer eompanies, commanded by Union men or Repub- 
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licans, had possession of their arms on the day of the little election, 
and between that time and the general election ? 

" I do not know of any ; there may have been some in the Connty, 
bat I do not recollect them." 

The above testimony was delivered on "VSTednesday evening, 
the 4tli day of February. On the following morning, the 
examination of Governor Cannon was resumed, after the Com- 
mittee had had time to inquire and learn what was the fact in 
reference to the subject. In this latter examination Mr. Can- 
non's memory became refreshed in regard to important facts, 
which had escaped it the evening before. His testimony, as 
delivered, is as follows : 

** Question. Do you not know that William 0. Redden, previous 
to the time of his appointment as Colonel, was Captain of a volun- 
teer company at Bridgeville, and whether that company did not 
retain possession of their arms ? 

"Answer. I did not recollect last night any company in the 
Hundred, but since then I recollect William 0. Redden was Captain 
of a volunteer company, called the "Governor's Guard," which was 
voluntarily disbanded by giving up their arms soon after his appoint- 
ment as Colonel of the Third Delaware Regiment. 

" Question. To whom did they give up their arms ? 

** Answer. I do not recollect. There was some one appointed, 
I am not sure whether it was Richard Cannon or some other person. 
It was my impression it was he. Richard Cannon is a half brother 
of mine, and a clerk in my store. The arms were stacked up in my 
store, to be delivered up to the proper authorities. I believe those 
arms are in my store now." 

The testimony of Mr. Cannon, in this respect, will speak for 
itself. An intelligent people will draw their own conclusions 
in reference to its fairness and impartiality. The Committee, 
however, cannot refrain from the expression of their opinion 
that this part of the testimony of Mr. Cannon, when considered 
in connection with other portions of his testimony relating to 
other subjects of inquiry, furnishes abundant evidence of his 
complicity with unscrupulous partizans in a conspiracy to de- 
prive citizens of this State of their constitutional right to the 
free and undisturbed exercise of the elective franchise* 

The raid of a part of the command of General Lockwood 
into this State, to deprive Democratic companies of the arms 
which had been furnished them from the State Arsenal hy 
order of the Governor, commenced in the lower part of this 
State, by depriving the companies of Captain Paynter, at 
Georgetown, Captain Martin, at Seaford, and other Democratic 
companies of their arms, and was followed "by the foray of 



vfi. 

Colonel James Wallace, of unenyjable notoriety in this State,* 
with his celebrated "Maryland Home Ghiards." Colon6l 
Wallace visited the town of Dover, after night, in the month of 
March, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, took possession of the 
Court House, and proceeded to arrest a number of our most 
respectable, law-abiding citizens— among whom were Captain 
Penington and Lieutenant Atkinson of the " Hazlet Guard," 
and John L. Pratt, and others, who were members of the same 
company — and took them to Salisbury, in the State of Mary- 
land, and kept them in close confinement, in uncomfortable 
quarters, for several days, and then discharged them without 
trial or accusation, other than that they were in possession of 
arms furnished by the Governor under existing laws in this 
State. Colonel W allace subsequently returned to the State, 
took possession of the arms of the " Hazlet Guard,'' proceeded 
to Smyrna, took the arms from Captain Carr's company, and 
then continued his visit to New Castle County, depriving all 
the Democratic companies in that County of their arms, spend- 
ing some two or three weeks in the State, and then returned to 
his headquarters at Salisbury ; and during all this time did not 
ask or receive the arms of any volunteer company which was 
commanded by Eepublicans. The Committee have thought it 
important to consider this branch of the investigation some- 
what minutely, as they consider it the first step taken by the 
United States authorities, in connection with evil-disposed 
persons in this State, to deprive the people of this State of their 
constitutional rights as freeihen. 

The second step in the conspiracy, to prevent, by intimida- 
tion, a free election on the fourth of November last, was the 
parade of a company of mounted and armed cavalry through 
this State, to attend political meetings of the Eepublican party, 
at the expense of the United States Government. The testi- 
mony on this subject proves conclusively that a company of 
cavalry, amounting to from one hundred to one hundred and 
twenty, visited Kent County about the sixteenth of October 
last, and remained in Kent and Sussex Counties from two to 
three weeks, and until within a very short time of the general 
election ; that they were commanded by Eepublican officers ; 
that they passed through the town of Smyrna, en route for 
Dover, and there, by manifestations of approval of the Eepub- 
lican party, indicated by demonstrations of applause at the 
residences of its leading members, and by unprovoked and un- 
called-for manifestations of opposition to the Democratic party 
indicated by indignities and insulting conduct towards the D^mo- 
enttic candidate for Congress, and other leading members of 



the Bepublican party, and who were generally Tmscrapulom 
and designing men, who could be used to promote the interests 
of the Bepublican party at whatever sacrifice of honor or 
fidelity to the State. The feict that no notice had been given 
by the Federal authorities that troops would be sent to the 
State, justified the suspicion that had before existed of com- 
plicity by the authorities at Washington with the conspirators 
in this State, to prevent a fair expression of public sentiment 
through the peaceable and constitutional agency of the ballot- 
box. With this conviction the Committee caused to be sum- 
moned to appear before them a number of persons from 
different parts of the State, to discover, if possible, the animus 
with which troops had been solicited and sent The pertinacity 
with which every prominent Republican denied any knowledge 
of the cause of the presence of troops, the solemnity of their 
protestations of innocence of either having requested or desired 
them, and the profound secrecy on the part of the leading 
Eepublicans here, and the authorities at Washington, in regard 
to the subject, embarrassed the Committee as to the best man- 
ner of proceeding in order to ascertain who were the parties 
guilty of so grave an offence against the sovereignty of the 
State and the rights of the people, as to encourage, solicit, or 
induce the invasion of the State on election day by armed sol- 
diery, to prevent a free, full, and fair expression of public 
sentiment at the polls, and the untrammelled exercise of the 
right of suffrage in selecting their agents or public servants — a 
crime against the State, in the judgment of the Committee, 
little, if at all, less than treason. Under these circumstances, 
the Committee determined to cause to be summoned before 
them such persons as circumstances justified them in believing 
to be either cognizant of or connected with the conspiracy. 
Having learned that an engine, with a single passenger car, had 
passed over the Delaware railroad from Wilmington to Milford, 
on the Sabbath preceding the last general election, and having 
also learned that John D. Rodney, Esq., had left Georgetown 
on Saturday night before the election at about eleven o'clock, 
and of his being at Milford the next day on some secret political 
mission, thev determined to cause him (Mr. Rodney) to be 
summoned before them. The testimony of Mr. Rodney, in 
connection with the testimony of Mr. Cannon, the present 
Governor of the State, which followed it, gave the Committee 
the key to the whole of the subsequent examination. Mr. 
Rodney's testimony fully establishes the facts that he left 
Georgetown on Saturday night previous to the election at 
about eleven o'clock, that he arrived in Milford at about two 



o'clock on Sunday morning, that he conversed with a number of 
prominent Republicans in Milford on the Sabbath day, in refer- 
ence to bringing soldiers into this State, that among them was 
George P. Fisher, who was then a candidate for Congress, James 
R. Lofl and, who was Provost Marishal for the State, N. B. Smithers, 
who is now Secretary of State under Governor Cannon, and 
Hiram W. McCoUey, a brother-in-law of Mr. George P. Fisher, 
and several others. Mr. Eodney says, in his testimony, that it 
" was deemed advisable to ask the General Government to send 
us troops to preserve the peace on election dav, some two 
weeks after the little election." In reply to the question, 
"By whom was it deemed advisable ?" Mr. Rodney answered : 
" I believe by all the Union men in the County with whom I 
' conversed ; I don^t remember whether William Cannon was 
one of them, he may have been. Jacob Moore was one, Wil- 
liam EUegood another, and men of that party generally. 

" Question. What individuals in this County, with whom you 
conversed, desired it ? 

" Answer. I would not like to say. 

" Question. Was George P. Fisher one of them ? 

" Answer. He was. Nathaniel B. Smithers was one. I do not 
remember conversing with James R. Lofland. I remember, on re- 
flecting, that he was. Hiram W. McCoUey was another. I do not 
remember any other in Dover. There may have been, as I was in 
Dover about that time. I do not remember that I conversed with 
Judge Harrington and Dr. Jump." 

Mr. Eodney's testimony also proves .that he received, a little 
after dark, on Sunday evening, from James E. Lofland, com- . 
missions for Provost Marshals- for Broadkiln, Lewes and Re- 
hoboth, Georgetown, Dagsborough, Broad Creek and Balti- 
more Hijndreds, whjich he either delivered in person or sent 
by special messengers. His testimony also established the 
feet that James E. Lofland, George P. Fisher and Nathaniel 
B. Smithers passed up the railroad on that Sabbath, and that 
all the Provost Marshals for the hundreds he named -belonged 
to what he called the " Union party." 

Having established these preliminary facts, the Committee 
felt justified in causing to be summoned before Ijhem William 
Cannon, the present Governor. Mr. Cannon's testimony estab- 
lishes the fact, beyond cavil or controversy, that himbclf and 
George P. Pisher were the guilty agents of the Eepublican 
party, through whose instrumentality troops in the service of 
the United States were brought into this State to interfere with 
and control the election. Mr. Cannon's testimony, which was 
elicited by the most searching examination and cross-examina- 
tion of which the Committee were capable, proves that he (Mr. 
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States to be brought into this State, and to be ^ireBent x)ti the day 
of the last generid election ? 

" Answer. I solicited the Secretary of Wat to send troops to 
the places I have named in Sussex County, to see that there was a 
iair election, and to keep the peace, while I was on other business 
M Washington." 

Mark the phraseology of this aftswef . The Governor dis- 
tinctly says that his teqile^'t of the Secretary of War was to 
send troops " to the places I (he) have named in Sussex Coun- 
ty." In a subsequent part of his testitiaoiiy, which Will be here- 
sS^T quoted, he coiitradicts his own statelnent. 

"Question. HoW long \r6LS this pi^vious to the da-y of the last 
general election ? 

" Answer. Abotlt two "ot three w'ecks. 

" Question. Do you kttow whether any "persoti other than your- 
self made the same request ? 

" Answer. It is my impression that Mr. Oeorge P. Fisher made 
the same request. I do not remember any other person who made 
the request. 

"Question. Was Gkorge P. Fisher a candidate on the ticket 
"with you for election last fall ? 

" Answer. He was. 

" Question. Was the instant;^ Voti have name<l the .only time 
tiiat you or any other person solicited the Secretary of War to send 
troops to be here on the day of the last general election ? 

"Answer./ I think I solicited him once before. Soon after the 
Inspector's election, I was informed of a man being injured at 
Georgetown, and at Milford, and was fearful that there would be 
trouble at the general election, if there was not A police force. 

"*' Question. Were the two instances which yon have named the 
only times when you or any other person, so far as you know, 
solicited United States forces to be sent into this State, and to be 
here on the day of the last general election ? 

" Answer. I may have asked the Secretary of War move than 
twice, I do not recollect." ^ 

The Governor furthet said, i^ itepiy tO another question: 
" I was informed by various individuals of the necessity of 
troops being present to see that all sides should have a fair 
vote." 

" Question. Will yott state who those individuals were ? 

"Answer. I think I recollect William H. Taylor; I think 
Samuel Lacy, of Baltimore Hundred, and John L. Bacon, in Little 
Creek Hundred, were others There is no other individual on my 
mind." 

His testimony also proves that he understood William H. 
Taylor was Provost Marshal for MispiUion Hundred ; Samuel 
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W. tiacy for Baltimord Hundred, and John L. Bacon for Little 
Greek Hundred, and that they were all members of the Eepub- 
lican, or as he choses to tenn it, the " Union party." 
Mr. Cannon further testified as follows, in reply to the 

" QaestioQ. Do you sAy that you solicited Colonel Wallace, by 
letter, to bring the troops tinder his command, or a part of them, 
into this State, to be present t)n the day of the last general election, 
and that you twicfe, and );)robably more frequently, solicited the 
Secretary of War to send troops into this State to be. present on the 
same day; and that Mr. George P. Fisher made a similar, request 
of the Secretary of War ? 

" Answer. I wrote to Colonel Wallace on Saturday previous to 
the election, after I supposed that the Secretary of War would not 
send any. I had previously solicited the Secretary of War to send 
troops, and supposed they would he here before that tinic ; but as 
they failed to come, I wrote to Wallace to send troops for the foui^ 
hundreds I have mentioned. I think Mr. George P. Fisher made a 
similar request of the Secretary of War. 

"Question. Did you understand, at the time you wrote to 
Colonel Wallace, that the Secretary of War had refused or declined 
to send* troops into this Stftt6 ? 

"Answer. I had received no recent information from him by 
letter or otheifwise." 

Here is an express and emphatic avowal by the Governor 
that, disr^gardiilg not only the rights, interests and dignity of 
his State, but the decision of the Secretary of "Wai* — ^for it was 
at a time wheii he thought the Federal authorities would not 
send troops — ^up6n his own responsibility, and in violatioii 
of what he supposed had been diecided on at Washington, he 
did solicit Coloiiel Wallace (a subordinate in the military ser- 
vice of thd Country) to come with his forces into this State. 
Such a declaration is, to the minds of yoUr Committee, too 
grossly inconsistent with his professions of obedience to the 
Federal authority to admit of any other interpretation thaii 
that his only purpose was to secure his own election, at what- 
ever sacrifice of principle, even by insubordinatioii to law. 

In a subsequent part of the Governor's examination, he was 
asked: 

".Question. In the request .you made of the Secretary of War to , 
send troops, did you confine that request to the four hundreds you 
have just named ? 

"Answer. I did not designate the hundreds. I left it to his 
own judgment, according to the best of iny recollection." 

The Governor farther, said (page siaty-five of printed report) 
t6 the question, viz : 



" Qnestion. Do yon know at whose ejopense the tvoopa weve flieni 
into this State to be present on the day of the last general election f 

*' Answer. I suppose they were employed and paid iby the 
General GoTernment." 

The Committee do not wish to be censorious or even severe 
in tlieir criticisms of the Governor's testimony. They would 
have been gratified if his anawers to their questions had been 
fair, frank, or candid. Such, however, was not 'the character 
of his testimony. Your Committee refraiiifrom characterizing 
it as it deserves. 

That troops under the command of Major-General Wool, 
amounting to two hundred cavalry and two hundred infantry, 
arrived at Seaford on Jtf onday, the third day of November last, 
is. a fact established by too many witnesses to admit of doubt 
or require comment; and that an additional force of from six 
to seven hundred and fifty Maryland Home Guards, also ar- 
rived at Seaford, under the ,command of Colonel Wallace, by 
railroad, is also establiifliod by the testimony of Thomas Et. 
Hawkins, and .corroborated by the testimony oi other witnesses. 
That the forces which arrived under the command of Colonel 
Wallace, were immediately transferred to the command of 
General Wool, -will be apparent from reference to the testi- 
mony. 

It was also proved conclusively to the minds of your Com- 
mittee, that a large number of persons of the Eepublican party 
were present to witness the arrival of troops imder the com- 
maM o.f General Wool^ that immediately upon his arrival, he 
was taken possessicm of by a band of political Provost Mar- 
shals, selected from the ranks of the Eepublican party ; that a 
recei^tion or complimentary address was uielivered, welcoming 
the troops to this State, by a boy of about eighteen .years, a 
non-resident of this State and resident of one of the New Eng- 
land States. It is also proved that General Wool was conduct- 
ed by the Provost Marshals, above referred to, to the hotel of 
Mr. Ooulborn, in Seaford ; that he was there occupied making 
arrangements with the partisan Provost Marshals, from the 
time of his arrival in the afternoon until ten or eleven o'clock 
at night ; and it is furtTior proved by the testimony of Ex- 
Governor Boss, Charles Wright, Esq., Dr. Shipley, Dr. Mc- 
Ferran and others, that eflforts were made by Governor Boss 
and others, from tlie time of his arrival at Seaford, until near 
eleven o'clock at night, to obtain an interview with General 
Wool, to ascertain the object of his visit to this State with a 
military force under his command ; that they were denied an 
interview, by the Provost Marshals, until the hour named, and 
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then only obtained it by contriving to get a letter from 
Goveror Eoss into the hands of General Wool, reminding the 
General of a former acquaintance, &c. After obtaining the 
long-sought interview, which lasted less than twenty minutes 
altogether, the only satisfaction they could get was that the 
Democrats would be allowed a fair election, and this opinion 
was given only after consultation with the Provost Marshals, 
under the command of whom. General Wool subsequently ac- 
knowledged to Governor Ross, that he (General Wool) was for 
the time being. 

The fact that troops were in this State on the day of the 
election aforesaid; that they were not asked for by the Executive 
of this State, and that he had no knowledge they would be 
sent by the General Government ; that they were placed under 
charge of partizan Provost Marshals, and distributed, and 
placed at the voting places in the hundreds before named ; 
and, further, that they were sent to the State upon the solicita- 
tion of William Cannon, who was at that time the candidate 
of the Republican party for Governor, and George P. Fisher, 
who was also a candidate upon the Republican ticket for Re- 
presentative in Congress, and that the application was indorsed 
and approved by leading Republican partizans, are facts that 
have been, in the judgment of your Committee, too fully 
proved to require further comment. 

In regard to the third general subject of inquiry, viz.: 
Whether they (the troops) acted under the command of the 
Provost Marshals for the purposes and objects for which they 
were professedly asked for and professedly sent, or whether 
they acted in concert with and for the benefit of one political 
party to the prejudice and injury of the other, and to prevent, 
instead of insuring, a fair and impartial election, the Com- 
mittee will remark that an examination of the whole current 
of testimony cannot fail to convince any fair or honest man, 
however prejudiced in his partizan views, that the whole object 
of bringing troops into this State on the day of election was to 
coerce, by military power, a concurrence of public sentiment 
with the views and wishes of the Administration of the 
Federal Government, and to insure by force, what the guiltv 
agents of despotic power knew could not be effected througn 
the peaceful and constitutional agency of the ballot-box, the 
election of the Republican ticket in this State, and especially 
the election of (Jeorge P. Fisher as Representative in Congress, 
and William Cannon as Goveriior of the State. 

And in this connection the Committee refer to the testimony 
mt Mr. Minos Conoway, who deposed that on thq day stte- 
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ceeding the little election, Caleb S. Lajton, Esq., a prominent 
Bepublican, said in substance, that the Democrats had beaten 
the Eepublicans badly at the little election, and that th^y 
(the Eepublicans) must have a force to prevent it, or they- 
would do the same thing at the general election. The testi- 
mony of the same witness also proves that Mr. Lay ton after- 
wards drew a petition, asking troops to be sent into the State, 
to be present at the voting places on the day of the general 
election, which petition was signed by himself, Jacob Moore, 
John D. Eodney, and other Eepublicans. This statement cor- 
roborates the testimony of Governor Cannon, that he made the 
request for troops a short time after the little election. 

The failure of these wicked conspirators against the rights 
of the people and the sovereignty of the State to accomplish 
their principal purpose — the returning George P. Fisher to 
Congress, is regarded by your Committee as little less than 
miraculous, in view of the unscrupulous and cornjpt means 
resorted to by them for the accomplishment of their design. 
Tour Committee confidently refer to the concurrent testimony 
of at least a hundred out oi one hundred and twenty -four wit* 
nesses examined, to prove that the whole power of the military 
who were brought to this State was, under the command of 
the Provost Marshals, used to promote the success of the Ee- 
publican ticket, and to trample upon the rights of Democrats 
by requiring the taking of unconstitutional test-oaths ; the pre* 
venting them from going to the polls to vote, except at such 
time and in such way as the Eepublican partizan Provost 
Marshals might determine ; by the arrest and incarceration of 
Bome, the frightening and driving from the polls of others, and 
the general effort to intimidate and humiliate all who did not 
avow themselves the willing slaves of despotic or irresponsible 
power. For the establishing of the foregoing facts, the Com* 
mittee confidently refer to the testimony of Ex-Governor Eoss, 
Hon. Edward Wootten, Charles Wright, Esq., Doctors Shipley 
and McFerran, Isaac Giles, Esq., Dr. Stephen Green, Curtis 
"W. Jacobs, Esq., Louder N. Heam, Esq., Captain John James, 
Henry W. Long, John Sorden, Esq., Alfred P. Eobinsoh, Esq., 
Cornelius Colter Hart, Esq., James Ponder, Esq., William V. 
Ooulter, Esq., and many others of Sussex County ; and to the 
testimony of Hon. Charles Brown, Hon. Joseph P. Comegys, 
Jacob M. Hill, Esq., Eli Saulsbury, Esq., John B. Penington, 
Esq., Colonel George Davis, Eobert Hill, Esq., Ex-Governor 
Tharp, EX'Governor Burton, Andrew J* Wright, Esq., Charles 
Williamson, Esq., Alexander Johnson, Esq., Dr. Henry Eidgely, 
Mftd nmnj others from Kenl County; and from New Castle 



CdQDtj, to the testimony of Hon. G. B. Riddle, Jamea W. Wat- 
son, Esq., Dr. J. A. Brown, Aquilla Derrickson, Milton Steel, 
James Springer, and others. To tbe testimony of all the 
persons above named, and to the above current of testimony of 
one hundred and twenty -four witnesses, the Committee refer 
with confidence, but desire to invite especial attention to the 
testimony of Isaac Giles, Esq., from Little Creek Hundred, in 
Sussex County. Mr. Giles' testimony conclusively shows, that 
for some time previous to the election, diflSculties had been 
courted, by members of the Republican party, with the view, 
as the witness believed, of affording an excuse for bringing 
troops into this State, to be present on the day of the election ; 
that great forbearance was exercised by Democrats under the 
insults and goadings of those unprincipled emissaries of design* 
ing Republicans, with a view of preventing any excuse for 
military interference with the elections. His testimony shows, 
that the polls at Little Creek Hundred, in Sussex County, were, 
by the Provost Marshals, placed at the absolute control of 
Captain Watkins, of the Maryland Home Guards ; that said 
Captain forced the Inspector to receive illegal votes, threaten- 
ing, if he did not, to destroy the ballot-box ; that he compelled 
several Democrats to leave the polls, arrested and kept others 
in confinement, and, in short, used the whole power of the 
military under his command to prevent a fair election, and to 
promote the success of the Republican ticket by any and every 
means in his power. It is fully proved by the testimony of 
Dr. Stephen Green, Louder N. Hearn, and others, that in 
Broad Creek Hundred, Provost Marshal Betts, by means of the 
troops under his command, prevented a fair expression of 
public sentiment by drawing a line around the window, and 
placing armed soldiers outside the line to prevent Democrats 
from going to the window to vote in any other than the way 
directed by the Provost Marshal, and then not until all or most 
of the Republicans had voted. The testimony further proves 
that Republicans were permitted to cross the line aforesaid at 
any time to go the polls ; that certain Republicans were marked 
by a badge of ribbon tied in the button-hole of the vest or coat 
as a mark by which they were known, and were permitted to 
cross the line at any place and go to the polls at any time, 
alone, or with other voters — a privilege which was accorded to 
no Democrat ; that said Betts remained most of the day within 
the ring formed by the soldiers ; that he was seen to tako 
Democratic tickets from voters after they had started to the 
polls, and place Republican tickets in their hands; that he pre- 
vmted, through the agency of the military, old and respectable 



ceeding the little election, Caleb S. Lajton, Esq., a prominent 
Bepublican, said in substance, that the Democrats had beaten 
the Bepublicans badly at the little election, and that th^j 
(the Eepublicans) must have a force to prevent it, or they 
would do the same thing at the general election. The testi- 
mony of the same witness also proves that Mr. Lay ton after- 
waras drew a petition, asking troops to be sent into the State, 
to be present at the voting places on the day of the general 
•election, which petition was signed by himself, Jacob Moore, 
John D. Eodney, and other Republicans. This statement cor- 
roborates the testimony of Governor Cannon, that he made the 
request for troops a short time after the little election. 

The failure of these wicked conspirators against the rights 
of the people and the sovereignty of the State to accomplish 
their principal purpose — the returning George P. Fisher to 
Congress, is regarded by your Committee as little less than 
miraculous, in view of the unscrupulous and corrijpt means 
resorted to by them for the accomplishment of their design* 
Tour Committee confidently refer to the concurrent testimony 
of at least a hundred out oi one hundred and twenty -four wit* 
nesses examined, to prove that the whole power of the military 
who were brought to this State was, under the command of 
the Provost Marshals, used to promote the success of the Re- 
publican ticket, and to trample upon the rights of Democrats 
by requiring the taking of unconstitutional test-oaths ; the pre* 
venting them from going to the polls to vote, except at such 
time and in such way as the Republican partizan Provost 
Marshals might determine ; by the arrest and incarceration of 
Bome, the frightening and driving from the polls of others, and 
the general effort to intimidate and humiliate all who did not 
avow themselves the willing slaves of despotic or irresponsible 
power. For the establishing of the foregoing facts, the Com* 
mittee confidently refer to the testimony of Ex-Governor Ross, 
Hon. Edward Wootten, Charles Wright, Esq., Doctors Shipley 
and McFerran, Isaac Giles, Esq., Dr. Stephen Green, Curtis 
"W. Jacobs, Esq., Louder N. Hearn, Esq., Captain John James, 
Henry W. Long, John Sorden, Esq., Alfred P. Robinson, Esq., 
•Cornelius Colter Hart, Esq., James Ponder, Esq., William V. 
Coulter, Esq., and many others of Sussex County ; and to the 
testimony of Hon. Charles Brown, Hon. Joseph P. Comegys, 
Jacob M. Hill, Esq., Eli Saulsbury, Esq., John B. Penington, 
Esq., Colonel George Davis, Robert Hill, Esq., Ex-Governor 
Tharp, EX'Govemor Burton, Andrew J» Wright, Esq., Charles 
Williamson, Esq., Alexander Johnson, Esq., Dr. Henry Ridgely, 
Mftd nmnj others from Kent County; and from New CasUe 



County, to the testimony of Hon. G. R. Riddle, James W. Wat- 
son, Esq., Dr. J. A. Brown, Aquilla Derrickson, Milton Steel, 
James Springer, and others. To the testimony of all the 
persons above named, and to the above current of testimony of 
one hundred and twenty-four witnesses, the Committee refer 
with confidence, but desire to invite especial attention to the 
testimony of Isaac Giles, Esq., from Little Creek Hundred, in 
Sussex County. Mr. Giles' testimony conclusively shows, that 
for some time previous to the election, diflSculties had been 
courted, by members of the Republican party, with the view, 
as the witness believed, of affording an excuse for bringing 
troops into this State, to be present on the day of the election ; 
that great forbearance was exercised by Democrats under the 
insults and goadings of those unprincipled emissaries of design- 
ing Republicans, with a view of preventing any excuse for 
military interference with the elections. His testimony shows, 
that the polls at Little Creek Hundred, in Sussex County, were, 
by the Provost Marshals, placed at the absolute control of 
Captain Watkins, of the Maryland Home Guards ; that said 
Captain forced the Inspector to receive illegal votes, threaten- 
ing, if he did not, to destroy the ballot-box ; that he compelled 
several Democrats to leave the polls, arrested and kept others 
in confinement, and, in short, used the whole power of the 
military under his command to prevent a fair election, and to 
promote the success of the Republican ticket by any and every 
means in his power. It is fully proved by the testimony of 
Dr. Stephen Green, Louder N. Hearn, and others, that in 
Broad Creek Hundred, Provost Marshal Betts, by means of the 
troops under his command, prevented a fair expression of 
public sentiment by drawing a line around the window, and 
placing armed soldiers outside the line to prevent Democrats 
from going to the window to vote in any other than, the way 
directed by the Provost Marshal, and then not until all or most 
of the Republicans had voted. The testimony further proves 
that Republicans were permitted to cross the line aforesaid at 
any time to go the polls ; that certain Republicans were marked 
by a badge of ribbon tied in the button-hole of the vest or coat 
as a mark by which they were known, and were permitted to 
cross the line at any place and go to the polls at any time, 
alone, or with other voters — a privilege which was accorded to 
no Democrat ; that said Betts remained most of the day within 
the ring formed by the soldiers ; that he was seen to tako 
Democratic tickets from voters after the^ had started to the 
poUsy and place Republican tickets in their hands; that he pre- 
TOBted, through the agency of the military, old and respeotabte 
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citizens, residents in that Hundred (Democrats) from voting for 
many hours, aiding the Eepublicans through the same agency 
all the while, and that he caused unconstitutional test-oaths to 
be administered to a number of the most respectable residents 
of the Hundred ; that the said Betts (Provost Marshal) is a 
man distinguished only for vindictiveness and want of principle, 
and capable of prostituting any position he might occupy to 
the purpose of party success, and that the military interference 
did make a difference in the vote of that Hundred of from 
fifty to one hundred votes. Without quoting it, the Committee 
refer to the testimony of the witnesses from that Hundred, in- 
cluding the testimony of the Provost Marshal himself. For 
proof of similar outrages committed by Samuel W. Lacy, of 
Baltimore Hundred, through the agency of the troops under 
his command, the Committee refer to the evidence of Captain 
*James, Henij W. Long, Curtis W. Jacobs, and others, includ- 
ing the testimony of the Provost Marshal, Samuel W. Lacy 
himself. For proof of the outrage committed in Dagsborough 
Hundred, the Committee refer to the testimony of Joseph 
Marvel, Aaron V. Marvel, and other witnesses from that Hun- 
dred. For the evidence of the outrage in Georgetown Hun- 
dred, they refer to the testimony of the Hon. Edward Wootten, 
and others from that Hundred. For the outrage committed in 
Broadkiln Hundred, to the testimony of James Ponder, William 
V. Coulter, and other witnesses from that Hundred. 

Without further reference to the testimony of the witnesses 
in relation to this subject, the Committee invite the considera- 
tion of the General Assembly to the fourth general subject of 
inquiry, to wit : Whether the presence of troops was necessary 
to preserve the public peace and insure a fair and impartial 
election, and whether their presence conduced to that result ? 

The Committee do not deem it necessary to refer in detail 
to the testimony of Governor Cannon on this subject. The 
substance of his testimony is incorporated into a former part 
of this report, from which the General Assembly will draw 
their own conclusion. Without reviewing the testimony of 
the witnesses, the Committee refer with confidence to the whole 
current of testimony on this subject. It is true, that a few of 
the witnesses, amounting to not more than about six or eight 
in all, ventured the opinion that tr(>ops were necessary ; but 
it will be perceived, by reference to their testimony, that most 
of these were interested from having advised the bringing of 
the troops into this State, from having acted as Provost Mar- 
shals, or having been candidates on the Eepublican ticket. 
The reasons generally given by these witnesses for the opinion 



that troops were, necessary were, that there had been disorcLer 
at previous elections. There was no attempt, by any witness, 
to deny that there has always been more or less disorder ne- 
cessarily incident to popular elections, but the testimony fully 
proves that the civil authorities in this State have always been 
sufficient for, and adequate to the preservation of the public 
peace, and that there never was less necessity for military in- 
terference in this State than at the last election. In the judg- 
ment of the Committee, to advocate the presence of the military 
for the reason assigned, is to advocate the placing the free 
voters of the State, in the exercise of the elective franchise, in 
absolute servility to military power, which would in effect 
destroy the great principle underlying the whole system of 
Amrican liberty, the untrammelled exercise of the right of 
suffrage in selecting public officers. 

Other reasons were given for this outrage, but too trifling 
in their nature to admit of serious consideration. The Com- 
mittee refer with entire confidence to the testimony of from 
eighty to one hundred witnesses from every part of the State, 
selected from the most intelligent, respectable and responsible 
classes of our citizens, as proving conclusively that troops were 
not necessary on the day of the election, either to preserve the 
public peace or insure a fair election ; and this testimony was 
concurred in by some of the persons who acted as Provost 
Marshals, among whom were the Provost Marshals from Broad- 
kiln, and Lewes and Eehoboth Hundreds in Sussex County. 
The attempt on the part of some of the Provost Marshals and 
other Republicans, summoned before the Committee, to justify 
the outrage upon the elective franchise of the people of the 
State by insinuating that it was necessary to insure a fair elec- 
tion, induced the Committee to summon before them a large 
number of leading and influential members of the Democratic 
party from every neighborhood in Kent and Sussex Counties, 
and from the places before named in New Castle County, to 
ascertain whether any just foundation or even plausible pre- 
text existed for such rumor. The testimony of every Demo- 
crat, without exception, proves not only that no intimation of 
any purpose or desire on the part of Democrats to interfere 
with the polls to prevent a fair election, had ever come 
to their knowledge, but that from their position in the 
party, no such purpose could have existed without their 
knowledge; that, the Democrats were very sanguine and 
perfectly confident of electing, by large majorities, the county 
tickets in Kent and Sussex, and also the State ticket ; that 
ihej therefore not only desired but considered it their in- 
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terest that the election should be a fair, free and peaceable one, 
and that, in viaw of these facts, the Democratic speakers at all 
their meetings pounseled unusual prudence, advising the peo- 
ple to avoid excitement or controversy in order that no excuse 
might exist for the introduction into this State of troops to pre- 
vent a fair election. The Committee refer with great confi- 
dence to the testimony and invite a critical examination of the 
whole subject. In this connection, we think it proper to say 
that we should have been gratified if the Senate of the United 
States, when requested by our representatives in that body to 
do so, would have examined into this subject. The people of this 
State will ever regard their refusal to do so as an act of gross in- 
jubtice, and as evidence of complicity by the Federal adminis- 
tration with designing and unscrupulous partizans here to over- 
ride the provisions of the Constitution, and subject the free and 
law-abiding people of a small but gallant State to a humiliation 
that would not have, been practiced towards those of a larger 
and more powerful State, for no other purpose than to prevent 
the fair expression of what was known to be the sentiment of 
the State in regard to the dominant party of the country. The 
testimony proves that the Provost Marshals acted, through the 
agency of the troops under their command, in concert with 
the Eepublican party, to insure the success of the Eepublican 
ticket, and to prevent instead of insure a fair election. 

Your Committee particularly invite a careful perusal and 
consideration of the testimony of the Honorable Vincent W. 
Gilpin, Mayor of the city of Wilmington, which will be found 
in the journal of evidence accompanying this report. Mayor 
Gilpin's testimony conclusively proves that George P. Fisher, 
Nathaniel B. Smithers, and James E. Lofland, visited Wilming- 
ton on the Sabbath preceding the last general election in this 
State ; that he (the Mayor) was summoned by a note, sent to 
him while in church, to meet these persons at the house of 
Henry McCoombs ; that he did meet them in compliance with 
the request; that their business with him was to know how 
many troops he wanted stationed at the polls in the city of 
Wilmington on election day ; that his reply to them was that 
he did not need or desire any troops in the city of Wilming- 
ton ; that his police force was adeqate to preserve the peace in 
that city, and that he remonstrated against the sending of 
troops, and did not know they would be present until he found 
them at the polls. His testimony further proves that the pre- 
sence of the military did not conduce to the preservation of the 
peace, and that there would have been much better order with« 
out the troopg than there was with them. The testimony of 
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Honorable George B. Biddle and of James M. Watson, cor* 
roborates the statement of the Mayor in regard to the disturb- 
ances created at the polls by the military. He^e was not only 
a wanton disregard of the advice of the Mayor of Wilmington, 
but an uncalled-for and unjustified interference with the police 
regulations of that city, and an outrage upon the rights of the 
citizens, producing, according to the sworn testimony of Hon. 
George R. Riddle, a difference, according to his estimate, in the 
vote of the city in favor of the Republican ticket, of about 
four hundred and fifty votes. The testimony of Mr. Riddle, 
is, in substance, that without the frauds which the Republican 
party was enabled to commit through the agency of the mili- 
tary, their majority in that city would not have exceeded one 
hundred and fifty votes. The testimony of Mayor Gilpin 
establishes the further fact that the whole subject of appoint* 
ing Provost Marshals was discussed on that Sabbath day ; that 
the fact that Henry McCoombs had previously visited Wash- 
ington in regard to those troops was also talked of, and that a. 
general conversation and consultation ensued in regard to the 
military invasion of this State. 

Here is undeniable evidence of the violation of the sanctity 
of the holy Sabbath in the completion of one of the most damn- 
ing conspiracies that ever entered into the conception of wicked 
and corrupt men against free government or human liberty, 
evidencing to the minds of yojir Committee, on the part of its 
perpetrators, a depth of infamy" and corruption greater than 
which it is difficult for the human intellect to conceive, and 
should consign the guilty actors to everlasting contempt and 
disgrace. 

The Committee do not propose to consider at length the last 
general subject of inquiry, viz : the character of the Provost 
Marshals, and their conduct through the agency of the troops 
under and subject to their command at the polls, and also 
generally into the conduct of the troops which were sent into 
the State. Upon this subject, the testimony of the witnesses 
will speak for itself. No extended comment from your Com- 
mittee is necessary. A careful review of the testimony suffi- 
ciently proves that in all the hundreds in Kent and Sussex 
Counties, to which troops were sent by the General Govern- 
ment, they were placed under and made subject to the absolute 
control of partizan Provost Marshals, many of them entirely 
destitute of character, and capable of being influenced by de- 
signing partizans to the commission of any act of outrage or 
violence which might become necessary to the accomplishment 
of their object — the carrying the election in &vor of the Be- 



publican ticket. That the Provost Marshals did; in violation of 
the constitutional and legal rights of the citizens of the State, 
use the military force under their command, to intimidate and 
deter Democratic voters from the expression of their opinions 
and the fair exercise of the elective franchise ; that in some 
hundreds they arrested unoffending citizens and kept them in 
confinement for hours, and in others they frightened the voters 
from the polls, and caused them to flee to the woods to avoid 
arrest ; in Baltimore and Broad Creek Hundreds, they required 
most respectable citizens and large property-holders to take 
test-oaths as a condition of voting ; and in Dover aAd some 
other hundreds, they caused the troops to charge bayonets 
upon quiet and peaceable citizens, knocking down and tram- 
pling under foot old and feeble men, crippling some, piercing 
the garments and in some instances the persons of others, and 
in every hundred in the State, where troops were present, 
their effort seemed to be to intimidate and alarm Democrats 
and encourage Eepublicans. In some hundreds Inspectors 
were compelled by the military to take illegal votes and refuse 
l&gal votes. This was particularly the case in Little Creek 
Hundred, Sussex County, as will appear from a review of the 
testimony of Isaac Giles, Esq., who was a Judge of the Elec- 
tion. The testimony fully proves that in a number of instances 
citizens were compelled to vote contrary to their known and 
expressed sentiments. In Milford Hundred, according to the 
testimony of a number of witnesses, the Provost Marshal caused 
a citizen to be arrested after he had got within a few yards of 
the polls, with his ticket in his hand, declaring his purpose to 
vote the Democratic ticket, and to be kept in confinement for 
several hours and brought out just before the polls closed to 
vote a Eepublican ticket. In the town of Dover, a young 
Lieutenant^ scarcely of age, is proved to have taken a Demo- 
cratic ticket from the hands of a voter, who protested that he 
was a Democrat, and had never voted any other ticket, and 
compelled him, in the presence of some of the most respectable 
citizens of this State, to vote a Eepublican ticket against his 
known and expressed sentiments. 

The Committee, within proper limits for this report, cannot 
refer more in detail to the many instances of violence and out- 
rage committed by the military at the polls. An impartial 
consideration of the testimony, in the judgment of your Com- 
mittee, cannot fail to convince any impartial and unbiassed 
mind that the troops, which were at the polls on the fourth of 
November, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, were 
there for the purpose of producing intimidation and alarm ; 
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tbat they were there for the benefit of one of the political par- 
ties and the injury of the other ; that they were there to pre- 
vent a free and fair expression of public sentiment ; that they 
were there to produce by intimidation and coercion an appar- 
ent concurrence of public sentiment in this State with the views 
and wishes of the Federal administration at Washington ; that 
they were there against law, against right, against the require- 
ments of common justice ; that they were there in disregard of 
the honor, interest and dignity of the State ; that they were 
there at the request of George P. Fisher and William Cannon 
— a request made at the sacrifice of every principle of honor, 
integrity and common decency — and that they were there to 
secure the election by force and fraud of the persons making 
the request and their associates on the Eepublican ticket. 

The Committee will further submit that the testimony of the 
witnesses prove that the presence of military at the polls did 
produce great intimidation and alarm ; did result in favor of 
the Eepublican party and the injury of the Democratic party ; 
did prevent a free and fair expression of public sentiment ; and 
did secure the election of William Cannon as Governor of this 
State, against the known wishes of a large majority of the legal 
voters of the State ; but that their presence did not, as was de- 
signed, secure the election of George P. Fisher, to Congress, 
or the election of his comrades on the Eepublican ticket in 
two of the three counties of the State ; nor did their presence 
coerce a concurrence of public sentiment with the views of the 
Federal administration. 

Your Committee have looked in vain to the history of all 
the States in this Union, previous to the -installation of the 
present Federal Executive, for a precedent for these outrages. 
It may be true that popular excitements in large cities have 
sometimes rendered the presence of a police force necessary on 
the day of election, but not oftener than on other occasions. 

No instance, however, in the history of any other Adminis- 
tration of the Federal Government is known to your Com- 
mittee, where an armed military force has been by Federal 
authority sent, under command of Federal officers, into a 
sovereign State not in rebellion against the authority of the 
Federal Government, where no insurrection or domestic 
violence existed, and where no application had been made by 
the State authorities for such force, and no apprehension was 
felt by said authorities that such force would be necessary. 

It has been a subject of astonishment to the Committee that, 
in a country like ours, where " the blessings of government, 
like the dews of heaven, have been dispensed alike upon the rich 



and the poor," and where the experience of a sense of gecurity 
under the protection of a government of laws has been enjoyed 
alike by every class and condition in society, there should still 
be found a class of men laboring under the delusion that any 
good can be effected by lawlessness and disregard of the rights 
of their fellow citizens. But that such is the case, the evidence 
elicited by this examination abundantly proves. 

The love of power, desire for position, the spirit of avarice, 
and hope of gain, have so infatuated a large body of men in 
this country as to render them not only unmindful of their ob- 
ligations to their fellow men and callous to the claims of 
humanity, but imbued them with the demoniac spirit which 
seeks to elevate self by libelous slander of their fellow citizens. 
This spirit, in the commencement of our Federal difficulties, 
induced men of low and groveling intellects and tastes to seek 
their own elevation at the cost of the reputation of others. 
Unmindful alike of the lessons of philosophy, the teachings of 
history, and the injunctions of Christianity, wicked men in our 
own State sought their own promotion at the cost of the repu- 
tation of their neighbors, and by redundant professions -of 
loyalty to administrations, succeeded in gaining favor with the 
powers that be. The history of mankind proves this to be 
nothing new or wonderful. In all great civil commotions the 
chaff of society rises to the surface, and true merit seeks re- 
tirement atnid the ostentation and superciliousness of ignorance 
and power. It has been thus in the history of our own State. 
At the inception of our Federal difficulties, we were all of one 
mind ; conciliation and compromise, and not coercion, was the 
watchword of our people. We believed, with the lamented 
Douglas, that "war was disunion." Soon the spirit of em- 
piricism was manifested by those conscious of their own 
want of merit in our midst, and an effort was made by the ig- 
norant and vicious to displace real merit, and elevate them- 
selves by detraction and slander of others. All who did not 
yield a willing and slavish obedience and subserviency to 
irresponsible despotic power, were charged with infidelity to 
the Government, and loyalty to the Federal Administration 
was attempted to be made the standard by which every man 
was to be judged ; and all who had the temerity to think for 
themselves, and the independence to act in obedience to their 
convictions of rights were charged with disloyalty to the 
Government. Happily for the State, these charges met a 
prompt rebuke in the action of the State authorities. The 
Legislature of the State promptly rebuked the suggestion of 
seoession as a remedy for our national troables, and the 



zxnt. 

Executive of the State responded without hesitation to eTery 
requisition made upon it by the General Government. The 
Federal authorities were compelled to acknowledge, as a reason 
for suspending the draft in this State, that the State had fur- 
nished her full quota of men to the General Government 
Your Committee deny that the people of this State have ever 
been wanting in fidelity to their constitutional obligation to 
the General Government, established by the fathers of the 
country, and denounce, as slanderous and libelous, all such 
charges, let them emanate from whatever source they may. 
The people of the State " ardently desire a restoration of the 
Federal Union upon its original basis, and will labor for the 
accomplishment of that result by proper and constitutional 
means, and with a sacred regard to the rights of all the States 
and the people of all the States," but will never willingly con- 
sent to the violation of the Federal compact, or tacitly submit 
to be made the slaves of despotic power. The people of this 
State will continue to be faithful to their constitutional o^iga- 
tions, but claim the right " to manage their own domestic insti- 
tutions in their own way," without interference or molestation 
from the General Government. 

It will be observed that all the witnesses examined by your 
Committee, who attempted to justify the invasion of the State 
by Federal soldiery, and their presence at the polls on the day 
of the last general election, place that justification on the 
ground of their individual apprehension of a disturbance 
of the public peace and a denial of free snflfrage on that 
occasion. Your Committee do not credit the sincerity of the 
witnesses who have thus testified ; their own testimony fur- 
nishes full* and complete evidence that they wilfully trifled 
with the solemnity of their oaths in making such an allegation. 
None of them have stated any fact or circumstance to warrant 
the belief that any disturbance of the public peace was reason- 
ably to be apprehended, or that any attempt would be made to 
deprive any legal voter of the right of free suffrage. The 
little election, immediately preceding the invasion, had been 
one of unusual quiet and order. No outbreak of popular 
violence had occurred within the State. The political cam- 
paign had been, so far as the Democratic party was concerned, 
conducted in a quiet and orderly manner. The only attempt 
at intimidation or outrage that had been made was by the Re- 
publican party, by their military parades at political meetings, 
and their denunciations of those who were opposed to them as 
secessionists and traitors, and their arrests and threatened 
arrests of Democrats for no other reason than that they woubL 
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not vote the Eepublican ticket. The insults and slanders of 
the members of that party had, for the sake of peace, been 
quietly submitted to by their opponents, and even the wrongful 
arrests of unofifending citizens were not resisted. It was appa- 
rent to all that the sentiment of the people of this State was 
opposed to the principles and policy of the Republican party, 
ana that, through the peaceful and constitutional method of the 
ballot-box, that sentiment would be unmistakeably manifested. 
To prevent the free expression of the popular will, the introduc- 
tion of Federal soldiers into the State was sought and procured. 
For the first time in the history of the State of Delaware, the 
sovereignty of the State was set at defiance, and our republican 
institutions attempted to be subverted by the union of traitor- 
ous citizens at home with the usurpers of undelegated authority 
at Washington. Such an outrage upon the rights and liberties 
:. of the people of the State had no nobler object for accomplish- 

j-- ment than the obtaining of the possession of the local offices 

jj of the State. The names of the base co-conspirators in this 

jj outrage upon the people and principles of free government 

'ij will, and ought to be, forever infamous. The present will loath 

\\\ and shun them, and history, if the names of such political in- 

j; sects are allowed a place in history, will embalm their memories 

'!| in everlasting infamy. 

1- Had there been any apprehension of popular disorder on 

li the day of the last general election, what was the proper 

:!; authority to prevent its occurrence ? To whom is confided and 

■'■] to whom belongs the regulation of the internal police of the 

State, and the preservation of the public peace within a State 
.- to the State or Federal authorities? This seems to be a ques- 

, tion which had entirely escaped the attention of the* traitorous 

; political conspirators. The line dividing State and Federal 

; jurisdiction in such a case is broad, clear, and ineffaceable. 

'■ The State, and the State alone, has authority to preserve the 

public peace within its limits. It is nowhere, and by no one 
^ contended, that the power of the State was not adequate for 
the preservation of the public order. No disturbance had oc- 
curred, and no threat of disturbance had been made, and no 
intimation had ever been given to the Governor, or any other 
civil officer within this State, that any was apprehended. 

In one case only can the Federal authority constitutionally 
act for the preservation of public order in a State. By Section 
4, Article 4 of the Constution of the United States, it is pro- 
vided, that " the United States shall guarantee to every State 
in this Union a republican form of government, and shall pro- 
tect each of them fl^painst invasion ; and on application of the 
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Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot 
be convened) against domestic violence." This is the only au- 
thority for Federal interference, even for the preservation of 
public order in a State. No one not basely dishonest will, pre- 
tend that the invasion of this State, on the day of the last 
general election, was authorized by this provision of the 
Federal Constitution. No domestic violence existed in the 
State. Neither the Legislature nor the Governor made appli- 
cation for Federal aid to protect the people against domestic 
violence. The evidence submitted by your Committee estab- 
lishes the fact that William Cannon, Gejrge P. Fisher, and 
their co-conspirators made application to the Secretary of War, 
and to a Colonel of the Maryland Home Guards, to invade this 
State with armed soldiery on the day of the last general elec- 
tion, and notwithstanding the pretence thfit the object of the 
application was to preserve the public peace and secure a fair 
election, no honest man can possibly doubt that the real object 
was to prevent the free electors of the State from selecting the 
public agents of their will. 

By the Constitution of this State, Section 8, Article 1, it is 
provided, that "all elections shall be free and equal;" and the 
Legislature of this State, to guard against any irSraction of thig 
provision, has solemnly enacted, Section 22, Chapter 16 of the 
Eevised Code, as follows: "If any officer or other person 
shall call out, or order anv of the militia of this State to appear, 
exercise, or muster, on the day of any election, or within ten 
days before any general election, or three days before any 
special election or election for Assessor or Inspector, or within 
three days after either of such elections, except in case of inva- 
sion or insurrection, every such officer or other person shall, 
for every such offence, forfeit and pay to the State a fine of one 
thousand dollars." 

Your Committee might, perhaps, with propriety here close 
their report, submitting the facts elicited without further com- 
ment, to the General Assembly and people of the State, as con- 
clusive of a deliberate design and purpose on the part of the 
leading Republican politicians of the State, and an unscrupu- 
lous and despotic administration at Washington to invade the 
sovereignty of Delaware, and trample under foot the most 
sacred right of her citizens. The great indignity however 
offered to the State by the Federal authorities in the invasion 
of her soil by Federal soldiery for the purpose of influencing 
the result of an election, will justifj^ the Committee in express- 
ing in conclusion their unqualified condemnation, both of the 
action of the Federal administration and the traitorous con- 
spirators among our own citizens who, for partizan purposes 
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ftlcbe, sought to defeat the fair expression of the popular will 
at the polls by the potent infiuence of Federal bayonets. 

The relations of State and Federal authority are too plainly 
defined by the writteti Constitution; that gives to the General 
Government every power which it can rightfully exercise, and 
are too well understood by the people of the whole country to 
permit your Committee, even in the exercise of the m'pst liberal 
charity, to ascribe this great outrage to the ignor^ce and 
imbecility of the novices at Washington. Influenced *by party 
considerations alone, tbe Federal administration, disregarding 
the limitations upon^Federal power plainly written in the Con- 
stitution of the country, has been guilty before the whole coun- 
try of invading one of the smallest States of the Union, not 
at the instance and request of the constituted authorities of the 
State, but at the solicitation of corrupt and unscrupulous 
neighborhood politicians. If this administration had done no 
previous wrongful act ; if its history had been marked by a 
strict regard for constitutional obligations ; if it had not un- 
necessarily plunged the whole country in ruinous civil war ; 
if it had built no bastiles ; deprived no man of his liberty ; 
suspended no writs of habecLs corpus ; muzzled no presses, nor 
invaded the right of free thought and free speech, this single 
act of invading one of the feeblest States of the Union, for no 
other purpose than to determine the result of her local elec- 
tion, is and ought to be sufficient to brand it with infamy and 
everlasting disgrace. Eeprehensible, however, as has been the 
action of the powers at Washington, its criminality finds a 
parallel in the disgraceful, wicked, damning treachery of the 
mgrate conspirators in our own midst, who, with malign hearts 
and lying lips, assured the administration of the necessity for 
its interference with the domistic concerns of Delaware, and by 
deception and falsehood gave the excuse to irresponsible power 
for the outrage and wrong of which your Committee complain. 
No language could betray their baseness. No time can efface 
their guilt, or remove the stigma from their memory. Your 
Committee will therefore turn from objects so loathing, and 
leave them to the judgment of their fellow-men, objects of con- 
tempt and scorn. 

GOVE SAULSBURY,^ 

THOMAS CAHALL, 

WILLIAM HITCH, 

JAMES WILLIAMS, 

JOHN SLAY, 

WM. B. STUBBS, 

WM. D. WAPLES, 

G. W. HOESBY, 



Of ike Senate, 



Of the House of 
' Bepresentativei. 



JOURNAL AND TESTIMONY. 



Thursday, January 8, 1863 — 8 o'clock, P. M. . 

The Joint Committee, appointed in pursuance of the follow- . 
ing joint resolution of the General Assembly of the State of 
Delaware, adopted on the 8th inst., viz : 

*' licsolved, by the Senate and House of JHepresentafives of tJie 
State of Delaioare in General Assembly met, That so much of the 
Governor's Message as refers to the interference by troops in the 
service of the United States with the elections in this State on the 
4th day of November last be referred to a Committee of three mem- 
bers on the part of the Senate and five members on the part of the 
House of Representatives, and that said committee have fjowertq^ 
send for persons and papers, and leave to report by bill or otlierwise."' 

Met this day. 

Present — All the members, viz : Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, 
Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 

The Committee organized by appointing Mr. Saulsbury 
Chairman and Mr. Williams Secretary, pro tern, * 

In pursuance of the following joifit resolution of the General 
Assembly of the State of Delaware, adopted on the 8th inst,, * 
viz: 

" Be it jResolvedf by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Delaware in General Assembly met, That the Joint 
Committee to whom was referred that part of the Governor's Mes- 
sage in relation to the military interference with the election held 
on the 4th of November, 186^, be authorized to employ a Clerk, 
and to report to the General Assembly a reasonable compensation 
for his services," 

Mr. Williams proposed the appointment of JohnO. Slay'as^ 
Clerk to the Committee, which was agreed, to. 

On motion of Mr. Horsey, 

The Committee adjourned to meet on Tuesday evening next, 
the 13th inst., at 8 o'clock. 



Tuesday, January IS, 1863—8 o'clock, P.>f. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — ^Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, 
Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 

John 0. Slay appeared, was duly qualified, and took his seat 
as Clerk of the Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, John S. Jester was appointed to 
serve subpoenas on witnesses. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 

The Committee adjourned to meet to-morrow evening at 7 
rfdock. 



Wedi^esdat, January 14, 1863 — 7 o'clock, P. M. 
,The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — ^Messra Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, 
Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 

A list of witnesses, from Sussex County, was presented by 
Mr. Horsey, and filed by the Clerk. 

John S. Jester appeared, was duly qualified, and entered 
upon his duties as Sergeant-at-Arms of the Committee. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow evening at 7 
o^dock. 



Thubsday, January 16, 1863—7 o'clock, P.M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, 
Willian^, Waples, -and Horsey. 

No business appearing, 
On motion. 

The Committee adjourned to meet on Tuesday, the 20th inst., 
at 7 J o'clock, P. M. 



TtJKSDAT, January 20, 1868— 7J o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs* Saulsbury, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, Williams, 
and Waples. 

No business appearing. 

On motion, 

The Committee a(^journed until Friday evening at 7 o'clock. 



Friday, January 23, 1868—7 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, ' Slay, Waples, and 
Horsey. 

The two Houses of the General Assembly, on the 23d inst., 
having adopted the following joint resolutions, viz : 

*• Resolvedf by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Delaware in General Assembly met, That the Speaker of the 
Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives jointly be, acd 
' they are hereby authorized to issue subpoenas for witnesses to appear 
before the Joint Committee of the two* Houses on so much of the 
OoTernor's Message as relates to the interference by troopd in the 
service of the United States with the late elections, and that caid 
subpcenas be directed to John S. Jester, who has been appointed by 
said Joint Committee to be Sergeant-at-Arms thereof; 

•* And be it further Resolved, by the authority aforesaid, That 
the Chairman of the Joint Committee aforesaid be, and he is 
hereby authorized to administer the proper oath or affirmation to 
all witnesses who may appear before said Committee ;" 

The Clerk of the Committee was directed to draw a form of 
subpoena, with due reference to the foregoing resolutions, and 
to have copies thereof printed. 

The Chairman was authorized to have the following persons 
summoned to attend as witnesses before the Committee on 
Wednesday, the 28th day of January, viz : 

Gov. William Cannon, Ex-Gov. William Burton, Ex-Gov. 
William H. Eoss, Charles Wright, Joseph McFerran, James 
Stuart, Catesby F. Eust, Major W. Allen, Ehodes Hazzard, 
John L. Coulborn, John E. Martin, Garrett Layton. 

On motion. 

The Committee adjourned until Wednesday next, at 8 
o'clock, P. M. 



Wednesday, January 28, 1863— 8 oVlock, P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

?ltfseiit— Messrs. Gahall, Slay, Stubbs, Williams, Waples, 
and Horsey. The Chairman being absent, 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Cahall was appointed Chairman pro tern. 

William Burton sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Question. Were you Governor of the State of Delaware on the 
4th.4iiy of November, A. D. 1862 ? 

Answer. I was. 
; Question. When did you enter upon the duties of that office, 
and when did your term of office expire ? 

Answer.. I entered upon the duties on the 18th day of 
January, A. D. 1859, and my term of office expired on the 20tth' 
day of January, A. D. 1863. 

Question. Did you, at any time, during your term of office, 
apply, to any Department of the General Government for military 
forces to be sent into this State for any purpose ? 

' Answer. No, sir ; I did not. 

* Question. Were you applied to by any citizen of this State to 
niHke application to the Genetal Government for military forces to 
b^ s^nt into thifi State ? 

Apswer. No, sir ; not that I recollect. 

Question. Had you any official inform«,tion from the General 
d;overnment that troops would be sent into this State on or about 
the Bd day of November, A. D. 1862 ? 

♦.Answer. I bad not. 

i Question. Dii y'>a vote at the General Election in this State, 
held November 4th, 1862 ? 

Answer. I did, sir. 
J. Question. In what Hundred did you vote ? 

Answer. In Milford Hundred. 

<ltifestion. We'ire there any armed soldiers at the polls at the 
time you voted ? 
.'Answer. There wete. 

On motion of Mr. Williamfe, 

The Committee adjourned until Thursday, at 9 o'clock, A. M. 



Thursday, January 28 — 9 o'clock, A. M. 

Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Horsey, Slay, 
Stubbs, Waples, and Williams. 

The examination of William Burton was resumed, l^e being 
recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. You have stated that there were armed soldiera at 
the polls, ou the day of the last General Election in this State. 
Who appeared to be in command of these soldiers at thu ppUs ? . 

Answer. James B. Lofland. 

Question. Who is James R. Lofland ? 

Answer. James R. Lofland is a citizen of Milford and holds 
a commission of Provost Marshal from the General GovQra- 
ment. 

Question. Why do you say that James R. Lofland was in com* 
maud of the soldiers at the polls ? 

Answer. He did command, and they obeyed. 

Question. Is James R. Lofland an active and violent politician ? 

Answer. He is. 

Question. Is he a member of the party that elected the present 
President of the United States ; and is he a supporter of that 
party ? 

Answer. He is. 

WiLLUM Bt7fiT0^, 

John L. Ooulborn, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Coulborn, where do you reside f • 

Answer. I reside in Seaford. . 

Question. What is your occupatiou ? 

Answer. I am a hotel-keeper. 

Question. Were you M home on the 3d day of November liuit. 

Answer. I was. '' 

QueetioB. Have you any knowledge of the arrival, at SeafoiKl, gf 
any soldiers or military forces in the service of the United Stat^; bi 
thatd^y? 

Answer. Yes, sir. / 

Queistiofl. At what time did they arrive at Seaford ? 

Answer. About 2 o'clock, P. M, 



Qnestion. 

Answer. 

QnestioQ. 

Answer. 
boat 

Qaestion. 
were they ? 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 



Under whose command did they seem to be. 
General Woors. 
How did they come to Seaford ? 
They were brought by two steamboats and a gun- 
Were there any other soldiers present ? If so, who 



Some of the Maryland Home Guards were there. 
How long did the soldiers remain at Seaford ? 
They were distributed to diflferent parts of the 
State that night. 

Question. Have you any knowledge by what means they were 
conyeyed to diflferent parts of Sussex County ? 

Answer. The Cavalry went away on their own horses. 
There were wagons from different parts of the County. 

Question. Do you know from what Hundreds those wagons 
came? 

Answer. I cannot say certainly that those wagons conveyed 
the soldiers ; they did convey their baggage. 

Question. Do you recollect the owners of any of the wagons 
which conveyed the baggage belonging to the soldiers ? 

Answer.' I remember that Mr. Cannon's from Bridgeville, 
Mr. Sudler's, and Martin Morgan's were there at Seaford ? 

Question. Who is Mr. Cannon ? 

Answer. The present Governor of the State. 

Question. Was he a candidate at that time ? 

Answer. He was. 

Question. Of what political party was he a candidate ? 

Answer. The Republican party. 

Question. Who is Mr. Sudler ? 

Answer. Dr. John Sudler. 

Question. Do you know to what party Mr. Sudler belongs f 

Answer. The Republican party. 

Question. Do you know any other wagons that were present on 
that occasion ? 

Answer. There were others, but I cannot now recollect 



them. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question. 



ness the arrival of troops J 



At what time did those wagons leave Seaford ? 

After night. 

Were there many persons at Seaford that day to wit- 



Answer. There were. 

Qaestion. Do yoa remember any perfon who wm there ? 

Answer. I do. 

Qaestion. 'Will jou gi^e us their names f 

Answer. Labal Lyons, from Lewes; William EUegood, 
from Georgetown ; J. C. Hazzard. from Milton ; Garrett Lay- 
ton, from Bridgeville; and Jacob Knowles, from Broad Creek 
Hundred; also, John L. Bacon, from Laurel; and Jesse P. 
Conoway. 

Qaestion. Do yoa remember any person from Baltimore Hun- 
dred ? 

Answer. I do not 

Qaestion. Do you know to what political party those gentlemen 
belong ? 

Answer. To the Eepublican party. 

By Mr. Williams : 
Qaestion. Do you know whether there were any persons at Sea- 
ford, from Kent Coanty, to witness the arrival of soldiers J 
Answer. I do not. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. When did you first learn that troops were expected to 
be at Seaford ? 

Answer. When the boats came in sight. 
Qaestion. Did you see Samuel Lacey leave Seaford that day ? 
Answer. I saw a man, who, I hare since learned, wais 
Samuel Lacey, leave, followed by a number of troops. 

John L. Coulborit. 

GsoBaE T. Kay, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Kay, where do you reside ? 

Answer. At Seaford. 

Question. How long have you resided there ? 

Answer. My family have lived there four years ; I bare 
lived there two years and a half. 

Question. What is your business. 

Answer. I am agent for the Eailroad Company, also tele^ 
graphic operator. 

Question. Were you at home on the 3d day of November lastj 
the day bafore the General Election. 

Answer. I was. » 



Question. Do you know anything about the arrival at Seaford, 
on that, (toy; of nailiti-iiy forces in the serficeof the United States ? 

Answer Some came there. 

Question. By what. cob veyances were they broiight ? 
,i Anawer. Part came in boats; others by railroad. 

Quefitiott. What portion came in boats ? 
' Answer. That I do iiOt know. 

Question. Under whose command were those* soldiers, who came 
in boats ? ' 

■' AnsWer. I do not know. 

Question. Who commanded those who came by railroad. 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. How many troops were there on that day, according 
to the best of your judgment ? 

Answer. I do not know exactly. About three hundred came 
by railroad. 

Question. Can you not form an opinion as to the whole number ? 

Answer. Cannot, because two boats ran aground below 
Seaford, and the soldiers went ashore. 

Question. When did you first learn that troops were expected at 
.Seaford? 

Answer. I cannot form any idea. There wa3 outside talk 
from all parties two or three months before, 

■'Qttfefitiou. Did you receive, from no source, an intimation, a 
shprt time before their arrival, that troops were expected to be there 
that day? 

Answer. No information was sent to me. I was of the im- 
pression that troops would be there. 

Question. What gave you that impression 7 

(No Answer.) 

Question. Did yoti, as telegraphic operator, receive the impres- 
sion that troops would be there, from ftny telegrams that passed 
along the line ? . ' . 

'" Answer; On^ ttiy oath, I say that as telegraphic operator, I 
am not allowed to divulge any messages that pass over the 
road, and for that reason I decline answering. the question for 
ih'e:pr^&^rH»,' • ', • : . 

Question. Do you know what became of the troops after leaving 
^Seaford? 

Answer. I understand they weiie'sent to the different Hun*> 
dreds. . :;,• ;. /■ ■ ^ 



QaesiioD. Have you any knowledge by- what ^onveyanceit the 
soldiers were carried to any of the Hundreds of the .County I : 

Answer. Part were carried by railroad to different points 
along the road. 

Question. Do you know how their baggage was conYejed^ ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Did anv troops leave for the Njorthby railroad ? . 

Answer. They did. 

Question. How many ? 

^nsw;er. J do not know. 
By Mr. Williams : 

Question. Were they conveyed by regular or 6()ecifli trains? 

Answer. By a special train. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. When were you first infprnjed that a speeial train 
would be sent for them ? 

Answer. Not until its arrival. I knew a special train would 
come, but I did not know for what purpose. . . 

Question. Do you know whether any troops left .Seaford/ on 
horses, for the eastern part of Sassiex County ? 

Answer. There were ; but where they went I am not able 
to say. 

Question. How did you learn that a special train of cars would 
be at Seaford that day ? 

Answer. By telegraph. • 

Question. Are you at liberty to say by whom the telegram was 
sent? 

Answer. I received nay information from the operators 
above. 

Question. Were you at the polls, and did you vote on the fourth 

day of November last ? • 

i I. 

Answer. I did. 

Question. At what place ? 

Answer. Seaford. 

Question. . Were there troops stationed near the, polls ? 

Answer. They were. \ ..' i\ 

Question. Under whose conJmand were they ? '' 

Answer. Lieutenant O'Riley 'a. . .-• > 

Question. Was there s Provost Marshal ?. . * 

Answer. There wasi : ; •. ..t .. ii y 
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Question. Who was he? . 

Answer. Ehodes Hazzard. 

Question. Who is Rhodes Hazzard ? 

Answer. A citizen of Seaford. 

Question. To what party does he belong ? 

Answer. The Union party. 

Question. Do yon know whether Mr. Hazzard is an aetire and 
Tiolent partizan ? 

Answer. I do not. 

George T. Kay. 

Major W. Allen sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Mr. Allen, where do you reside ? 
Answer. About five miles from Seaford. 
Question. Were you at or about Seaford On the third day of 
November last ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
' Question. Do you know whether any troops in the service of the 
[United States arrived at Seaford that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. By what conveyances were they brought ? 

Answer. By steamboats and the railroad. Some were 
Maryland Home Guards, and the balance came from Baltimore. 

Question. How many came on steamboats ? 

Answer. There were four boats and a great many soldiers. 

Question. Are you confident that there were four boats ? 

Answer. Three were in sight, and I understood there was 
one below. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of how many Maryland 
Home Guards were there ? 

Answer. Colonel Wallace's regiment was there. 

Question. Was Colonel Wallace in command ? 

Answer. He was. 

Question. Do you know who was in command of the troops on 
the boats ? 

Answer Major-General Wool. 

Question. Where did they encamp ? 

Answer. At Nanticoke City, in tents. 

Question. How long did they remain J ■- < 
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Answer. I do not know ; during the nigbt they were dis- 
persed, I think. 

Question. Do yon say that Provost Marshals from different 
parts of the State were at Seaford to receive the soldiers and take 
them in charge ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know who the ProTost Marshals were, or any 
of them ? 

Answer. Ehodes Hazzard was Provost Marshal at Seaford ; 
Garrett Layton was Provost Marshal at Bridgeville ; William 
EUegood, rrovost Marshal at Georgetown ; a man by the name 
of Betts, for Broad Creek Hundred ; and John L. Bacon, at 
Laurel, I understand. 

Question. Was J. C. Hazzard, from Milton, there ? 

Answer. I did not see him. 

Question. Are you acquainted with Rhodes Hazzard ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. What is his business ? ^ 

Answer. He owns a farm which he rents out. 

Question. Do you know whether Rhodes Hazzard is an active 
and violent partizan ? 

Answer. I do, sir. 

Question. Is he, or is he not ? 

Answer. . He was at the last election more so than I ever 
knew him to be. 

Question. To what political party does he belong ? 

Answer. The Republican party. 

Question. Do you kirow who had charge of the soldiers at Sea- 
ford? 

Answer. I do not recollect. 

Question. Had the Provost Marshal command over the soldiers 7 

Answer. He had. 

Question. Do you say that Rhodes Hazzard was Provost Mar- 
shal for Seaford, and that you learned from General Wool that the 
Provost Marshals of the county had command of the solcliers ? 

Answer. Mr. Hazzard had complete charge of the franchise 
of the people who were legal voters. He ordered my son, J.. 
W. Allen, from the polls, and said if he didn't leave he would 
have him arrested. 

Question. Did Mr. Hazzard interfere in other cases ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, he did. I took an old gentleman, of 
About 80 years of age, up to the polls ; he offered bis vote and 
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it w«3 disputed by Mr. Hazzard and others od the ground that 
his tax receipt was forged, in their opinion. I had him there 
a second time, and was refused again, on the same ground. 

Question. Was the refusal made by the Inspector and Judges of 
the election, or by Mr. Hazzard ? 

Answer. By Mr. Hazzard and his friends '6utside, I think. 
Our Collector, Wm. Allen, then came forwanl and said that 
the tax receipt was genuine, and that he himself had given it 
:to the old gentleman, over his own signature. He then voted. 

Question. How many soldiers were near the polls at Seaford 
that day ? ^ . , 

Answer. One of the cavalry officers told me he had sixty. 

Question. How far from the polls were they stationed ? 

Answer. Some thirty yards. There were some twelve or 
fifteen, on horses, oi;i each side of the window where we were 
voting. ' ' 

Question. Was there much intimidation among the people that day ? 

Answer. Very much, and had in my opinion a powerful 
effect on the election. 

' Question. You state that the presence of the soldiers had a 
powerful effect on the election. What do you mean by this ? 

Answer. I mean that the effect was to intimidate Democrats 
from voting, and it had its desired effect to the amount of 
'twenty-flve or thirty votes, in my judgment. 

Question. Have you lived long in and near Seaford ? 

Answer. For twenty -five or twenty-eight years. 

Question. Are you well acquainted with the voters of Seaford ? 

Answer; I think I know As many voters as any man in our 
hundred. 

^. Question. From your knowledge of the voters of the hundred, 
and from knowledge derived from your presence at the polls on the 
day of the election, do you say upon your oath that you believe the 
.pr<^8ence of the soldiers made a diffj^rence of twenty-five votes in the 

Aiiswer. I do^ on the Democratic ticket. 

■ , Queistion: Do, you mean that you believe the Democratic vote 

.^fts twenty-five less than it would have been if no soldiers had been 

there? ••;'..' : . .. 

Answer. I do. There was a soldier, a resident of the huii- 
dred, who bad his tax 'receipt, atid wanted to vbte the Demo- 
cratic ticket. He was told by Louis Wallace, belonging to the 
IDelawaro. Gairalry, . und^r .C!9loael f^iaher^ ..that if J^e did not 
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leave tbe polls he ^ould have htm ai*restfed, for he was a de^r-^ 
trer. The soldier went off and did not get to vote. ■' 

Question. You have stated that you applied to General Wool 
for protection that day. Did you do so uha6r the impr'e'ssion that 
there was danger without such protection ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. What answer did you f eceive f 

Answer. He said his object was to give fair play, but he 
was under the control of the Provost Marshals, at least so I 
understood him. He thought my son was entitled to a vote, 
but he would see the Provost Marshal. 

Question. Did you ask General Wool who appointed the Provost 
Marshals ? 

Answer. I think he said he did not know. I asked him 
why the soldiers were sent. He said he had been informed 
that the Democrats of the State intended to take charge of the*' 
polls. 

Question. Were you a candidate on the Demofcr'atic ticket at the 
tinoe ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ., ^ 

Question. Were you not in the perfect confidence of the Denio- 
cratic party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you not cognizant of all the plans and purpokes 
of the Democratic party during the la^t ^mpdgn ? 

Answer. I was, sir. • ' ' ' 

Question. If there had been any ifttentioni on the pari of the 

Democratic party to interfere with the election on that day, wbnld *; 

you not have known it ? • 

Answer. I think I would. 

Question. Are you ttot confident that yott did know all the ttut- 
terial plans and purposes of the party ? 

Answer. I think I did. ? 

Question. Was there any purpose, or desire, or intention, or in ti- " 
mation of such purpose on the part of the Democratic party to in- 
terfere with the election ? \ 

Answer. There was not, and we were well able to beat th^ 
without any interference. , 

Question. Do you not believe, and i&it not the prevailing opiij- 
ion in your county, that the. soldiers were brought there fdr the pur- 
pose of preventing a fair election ? 

Answer. I do, with all my heart. . • '^ - " • '.■ *. 
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Qaestion. Was any portion of the Democratic party permitted 
to kno\7 or understand anything in relation to the bringing of sol- 
diers to the polls, previous to their arrival at Seaford ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not at all. 

M. W. Allbn. 

On motion of Mr. Cahall, 

The Committee adjourned until IJ o'clock, P» M. 



Same t)AY, li oVlock, P. if. 

Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present-^Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch) Slay, Stubbs, 
Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 

James Stuabt, sworn and examinedi 
By the Chairman t 

Question. Mr. Stuart, where do you residue ? 

Answer. In Seaford. 

Question. How long have you resided there ? 

Answerv A year last September* 

Question. Where did you live on the ith. day of November last ? 

Answer. In Seaford. 

Question. Do you know any thing about the arrival at Seaford 
ot forces iA the United States service, on the 4th day of November 
last ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. By what conveyances wtere they brought ? 

Answer. Some in steamboats and some in car& 

Question. When and what was the first intimation yon had that 
soldiers werfe expected to be there ? 

Answei". On Sunday I receiV'ed positive information. 

Question. How did you get that information ? 

Answer. I heard it from soiflebodyj I do not i^^member 
whom ; it was general rumon 

Question. How many soldiers do JroU suppose theffe Wfere ? 

Answer. There were some cavalry and some infantry. 
There were two or three hundred infantry. 
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Qnestion. How long did thejr remam At SeAfbrd f ^ 

Answer. A week, I presume. 

Question. Did they all remain t ' 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What becatne of those who left ? 

Answer. They Were dispersed ; 1 do not know where. 

Question. How long did those who left Seaford remain awaj 
before they returned ? 

Answer. Some returned on Thursday or Friday* 

Did you say a portion remained until they left for 



Question. 
Baltimore f 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 
November ? 



Yes, sir* 

How maliy f 

A company* 

What were they doitig, especially on the 4th day of 



Answer. They were at the polls. 

Question. Were they infantry or caValry ? 

. Answer. Cavalry. 

Question. fHo w far were they from the polls f 

Answer. Bight near the window* 

Qjjestion. Were you about the polls that day ? 

Answer. I was Judge of the election. 

Question; Who were the Judges ? 

Answer. Dr. Jones Vas the other Judge* Jesse W. Sobin* 

son was the Inspector. 

Question. Were any of the soldiers at the polls that day on 
horseback ? 

Answer. They were. 

Question. Under whose command were the soldiers at the polls 7 

Answer. It was understood that they were under the Com* 

mand of the Provost Marshal* 

Question. Do you know the Protest Marshal T 

Answer. I do. 

Question. Who was he ? 

Aniswer. Rhodes Hazzard* ' 

Question. Is Mr. Hazzard regarded As an actire pflttizan ? 

Answer. He is. 

Qaestion. To what political party does he belong ? 

Answer. The Republicaa party. 



Question. Did S£r» Ha#^«jpd, «6 Pro^ott Jifafsbal, Jnterfero wttli 

the election that day ? ..*...-.' 

Answer. He stood at the wii)dow to challenga votes. 

Question. Did he make much objection to votes that day ? 

Answer. He did not more than usual* . , j . ' v 

Question. Did there seem to be much intimidation by reasou of 
the presence of the soldiers ? ' . ' 

Answer. I was not in" a situation to judge. Mr. Hazzard. 
would bring his own friends up by a private way. Members 
of the other party were not permitted to come up that way.' 

* Question. Do you know when the soldiers took their final, 
departure ? * '" 

Answer. They were there a week, I know. 

Question. Did you vote at the last election ? 
^ Answer. I did. 

Qnestioft. To what political party do you belong ? " ^ 

Answer. The Democratic- party. 

Question. Are you not in the confidence of the party, in refer- 
ence to its plans and purposes ? • 

Answer. I am. 

Question. Are you bot confident that even in the fast campaign, 
you knew all the principal plans and purposes of the party ? 

Answer. I am. ' ' % 

Question. Did you e^er hear an intimation of a desire or pur- 
pose, on the part of the Democratic party to interfere, with the polls 
at the last ejection, so as to prevent* fair election ? 

Answer. I never did. 
^Question. Do you not feel confident that, ther^ was no such 
purpose ? 

Answer. I do. 

.Qti«stion. Frdm being a Judge of the election, and,observing.tlie 
voters there. that day, do you believe there was any necessity for the 
presence of soldiers ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know anything about how they were^ conveyed 
away ? ;,.,'. 

Answer. I saw wagons which, I was iaafornxed,. wenre 
intended, to <»rry ;bagg^ge. ..; ;, ... .^ 

Question. From what direction did the wagou«:coniie ?• 

Answer, ^totoi G^eoi•get6v^m fttid Brldge^Ue ; one- beionjged 
to Mr. Cannon, the present Goveriios.. ..< = . . .' 
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Qtiestion. Was there any proclamatioD, announcing any one as 

Provost Marshal. 

Answer. I did not see nor hear of any. I heard Mr. Haz- 
zard was Provost Marshal. 

James Stuart. 
On motion of Mr. Williams, 
The Committee adjourned to 8 o'clock, P»M. 



Same Day, 8 o'clock, P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Saulsburj, Hitch, Cahall, Slay, Stubbs, 
Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 

EnoDES Hazzard, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Mr. Hazzard, where do you reside ? 
Answer. At Seaford. 

Were you there on the day of the last General 



Question. 
Election ? 

Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question. 
Marshal ? 

Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question, 



Yes, sir. 

Were you Provost Marshal for that place ? 

I was. 

When did you receive your commission as Provost 



On Sunday evening. 

From whom ? 

I do not remember his name. 

Had you, as Provost Marshal, charge of the troops 
stationed at the polls that day ? 

Answer. I had, under the direction of Gen. Wool. 
Question. From whom did you receive your commission ? 
Answer. From the War Department 
Question. Over whose signature was the commission ? 
Answer. Edward M.Stanton's. 

Ehodks Hazzard. 

Garrett S. Layton, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. At Bridgeville. 
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QnestUa. 

Answer. 
QneatioD. 
Answer. 
Question, 
at Bridgeville ? 
Answer. I was; 
Question. 
Answer. 
Qdestion. 
Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 



What is your oceitpation ? 

I am Clerk in Mr. Cannon's store.' 

Is Mr. Cannon the present Governor ? 

He is. 

Were you Provost Marshal at the polls on that day 



When did you receive your commission ? 
On Sunday night. 

Do you know by what means it was conveyed to you ? 
I was told, a gentleman on the railroad brought it. 
From whom did you receive your commission ? 
From Secretary of War, E. M. Stanton. 
Had you charge of troops, as Provost Marshal ? 
I had. 

G. S. Layton. 



Charles Wright, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Wright, where do you reside ? 
Answer. In Seaford. 

Question. Were you at home on the 3d day of November last, 
tie day preceding the General Election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; a part of the day. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the arrival of troops 
there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you were at home on the 3d day of Novem- 
ber last, soon after the arrival of Col. Wallace. Was there a regin 
ment under Col. Wallace which came there ? 

Answer. The men that kept guard told me there were foxir 
hundred. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question. 
Answer, 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 



At what time did they arrive ? 

About 12 o'clock. 

Do you know how they were brought ? 

They came by railroad. 

Are you a Director of the Delaware Railroad ? 

Yes, sir. 

Was the train a regular or special train ? 

A special train, I believe. 
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Question. Did you, call on the sentinel and ask who had charge 
of the troops ? 

Answer. I did. He said, Col. Wallace. Gov. Eoss and my- 
self saw him. We asked him what all this meant. He said, 
Gen. Wool was coming, who could tell us. He told us that 
Gen. Wool would be there, at 2 o'clock, to meet him. 

Question. Were there other troops there that daj ? 

Answer. There were, 

Question. Where dia they come from ? 

Answer. Fort McHenrjr. They left Fort McHenry on 
Sunday. 

Question. By what conveyance ? 

Answer. Theiy came in three steamboats. 

Question. ^ How many came on the steamboats ? 

Answer. The soldiers told us, 200 cavalry, 200 infantry, 
and 200 horses. 

Question. What disposition was made of them after their arrival ? 

Answer. Col. Wallace promised to give us an introduction 
to Gen. Wool. We went down to the boat for that purpose. 
We could not get on board. Mr. Hazzard, Laban Lyons, Wm. 
Ellegood, Col. Wallace, and others, did get on the boat. 

Question. How long after the arrival of the boats was it before 
the troops landed ? 

Answer. I suppose an hour. 

Question. How many boats were there in all ? 

Answer. Three. 

Question. When they did land, where did they go ? 

Answer. To Seaford. 

Question. Did they encamp T 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you know by what means they left Seaford ? 

Answer. Some on horseback and some in wagons. The 
wagons carried baggage. 

Question* Bo you know who owned them ? 

Answer. I do not know who owned them. They said one 
was William Cannon's and another Benjamin Burton's. 

Question. Do you know where the troops went ? 

Answer, I do not. They afterwards told me they had been 
at Cedar Creek, Georgetown and Nanticoke. 

Question. Do you say that you tried to get an introduction to 
General Wool? 
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QnestUa. What is your occitpation ? 

Answer. I am Clerk in Mr. Cannon's store.' 

QueatioD. Is Mr. Cannoa the present Governor ? 

Answer. He is. 

Question. Were you Provost Marshal at the polls on that day 
at Bridgeville ? 

Answer. I was; 

Question. When did you receive your commission ? 

Answer. On Sunday night. 

Question. Do you know by what means it was conveyed to you ? 

Answer. I was told, a gentleman on the railroad brought it. 

Question. From whom did you receive your commission ? 

Answer. From Secretary of War, E. M. Stanton. 

Question. Had you charge of troops, as Provost Marshal ? 

Answer. I had. 

G. S. Laytox. 



Charles Wright, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Wright, where do you reside ? 
Answer* In Seaford. 

Question. Were you at home on the 3d day of November last, 
tie day preceding the General Election ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; a part of the day. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the arrival of troops 
there ? 

Answer* Yes, sir. 

Question. You say you were at home on the 3d day of Novem- 
ber last, soon after the arrival of Col. Wallace. Was there a regi-v 
ment under Col. Wallace which came there ? 

Answer. The men that kept guard told me there were foxir 
hundred. 

Question. At what time did they arrive ? 

Answer. About 12 o'clock. 

Questipiv Do you know how they were brought ? 

Answer. They came by railroad. 

Question. Are you a Director of the Delaware Railroad ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was the train a regular or special train ? 

Answer. A special train, I believe. 
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Question, Did yoxx call on the sentinel and ask who had charge 
•of the troops ? 

Answer. I did. He said, Col. Wallace. Gov. Eoss and my- 
self saw him. We asked him what all this meant. He said, 
Gen. Wool was coming, who could tell us. He told us that 
Oen. Wool would be| there, at 2 o'clock, to meet him. 

Question. Were there other troops there that daj ? 

Answer. There were. 

Question. Where dia they conae from ? 

Answer. Fort McHenry. They left Fort McHenry on 
Sunday. 

Question. Bj wha* conveyance ? 

Answer. Theiy came in three steamboats. 

Question. ^ How many came on the steamboats ? 

Answer. The soldiers told us, 200 cavalry, 200 infantry, 
and 200 horses. 

Question. What disposition was made of them after their arrival ? 

Answer. Col. Wallace promised to give us an introduction 
to Gen. Wool. We went down to the boat for that purpose. 
We could not get on board. Mr. Hazzard, Laban Lyons, Wm. 
EUegood, Col. Wallace, and others, did get on the boat. 

Question. How long after the ariival of the boats was it before 
the troops landed ? 

Answer. I suppose an boar. 

Question. How many boats were there in all ? 

Answer. Three. 

Question. When they did land, where did they go ? 

Answer. To Seaford. 

Question. Did they encamp T 

Answer. No, sir^ 

Question. Do you know by what means they left Seaford ? 

Answer. Some on horseback and some in wagons. The 
wagons carried baggage. 

Question* Bo you know who owned them ? 

Answer. I do not know who owned them. They said one 
was William Cannon's and another Benjamin Burton's. 

Question. Do you know where the troops went ? 

Answer, I do not. They afterwards told me they had been 
at Cedar Creek, Georgetown and Nanticoke. 

Question. Do you say that you tried to get an introduction to 
General Wool? 
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Answer. Yes, sir. After a while we succeeded. Finally 
Governor Ross addressed him a note. General Wool catne out 
immediately and said he would see us in a few minutes. This 
was about 5 o'clock. About 10 o'clock we had an interview 
of about five minutes. We asked what this meant? If they 
would allow us to have an election? He said he came to see 
that we should have a fair election. He remained only a few 
minutes. He soon returned. Troops were gone when we left, 
except about 100. This was 11 o'clock. 

Question. Did jon learn anj arrangements ? 

Answer. We did not. 

Question. Were there many persons at Seaford at or about the 
time the troops arrived ? 

Answer. A good many. 

Question. You are at Seaford everj daj ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were more people there than usuallj ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many ? 

Answer. From five hundred to one thousand, from Seaford 
and other places. 

Question. You had no introduction to General Wool that night ?' 

Answer. No, sir. I saw him the next day. 

Question. Where were the troops stationed in Seaford on elec- 
tion day ? 

Answer. They were in double files, coming out from the 
window, and running like a funnel. They had their swords 
drawn. 

Question. Did they remain during the whole time of the elec- 
tion ? 

Answer. They did. 

Question. Did you vote at Seaford ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you walk between the files of soldiers ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. You are well acquainted with the voters of that hun- 
dred, are you not ? 

Answer. I am. I have lived there a long time. 
Question. Did there seem to be much intimidation among the 
voters there, on account of the presence of the soldiers ? 

Answer. There did in the forenoon, but not so much in the 
afternoon. 
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Qaestion. Do joa know whether the presence of the soldiers had 
any eflfect on the vote that day ? 

Answer. I think it had. 

Question. Do yon know of any instance ? 

Answer. I do not. I have heard others say. 

Question. Who was Provost Marshal at Seaford ? 

Answer. I understood that Mr. Ehodes Hazzard was. 

Question. Did he seem to take on active part ? 

Answer. I did not see him. I was too far from the win- 
dow. 

Question. Who is Mr. Rhodes Hazzard f 

Answer. He h^is lived at Seatord thirty or forty years. 

Question. Is he an active and violent partizan ? 

Answer. Not very. He is positive. He was not as active 
as I have seen him. 

Question. To what political party does he belong ? 

Answer. The Republican party. 

Question. You have spoken of Labal Lyons, of Lewes, and 
William Ellegood, ot Georgetown, as being present at Seaford, on 
the 3d day of November. Were there others whom you remember ? 

Answer. I cannot now call them to mind. 
Question. Did you see John L. Bacon ? 
Answer. I did. 

Question. Was he Provost Marshal at Laurel ? 
Answer. I do not know, personally. 

Chas. Wbight. 

John E. Martin, sworn and examined, 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer, At Seaford. 

Question. How long have you lived at Seaford ? 
Answer. I was born and raised there. 

Question. Was you at home on the 3d day of November last, 
the day preceding the general election ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. Do yon know anything about the arrival of troops at 
Seaford ? 

Answer. I know troops arrived there that day. 

Question. By what conveyance were they brought to Seaford ? 

Answer. They came on the railroad and steamboats. 
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Question, 
railroad ? 

Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question, 
in boats ? 

Answer. 
Question, 
command ? 

Answer. 
Question. 



Under whose command were those that came on the 

Colonel Wallace's. 

Were they known as Maryland Home Guards ? 

I think they were. 

Under whose command were the soldiers that came 

General Wool's. 

Do you know how many were under General WooPs 



I suppose 400, probably more. 
Do you know how many were under the command of 
Colonel Wallace. 

Answer. I think there were from 200 to 300. 

Question. What disposition was made of them after their arrival 
at Seaford ? 

Answer. At first General Wool and Staff had their head- 
quarters at Mr. Coulborn's Hotel. In the evening, they drew 
off in line, and received orders and proceeded by companies. 

Question. Did you hear orders given ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. Did you see them when they left ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were any persons from different parts of the county 
at Seaford to receive the soldiers and guide them to their place of 
destination ? 

Answer. I think there were. 

Question. Who were they, according to your recollection ? 

Answer. I saw William Ellegood, Dr. Jacob Knowles, 
John L. Bacon, from Laurel, and others. 

Question. Do you know whether Dr. Jacob Knowles' wagon 
was present to convey the soldiers or their baggage ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Did you vote at Seaford on the 4th day of November 
last ? 

Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 



I did. 

Were you about the window, among the people ? 

Yes, sir. 

How were the troops distributed ? — ^in what position ? 

They were drawn up in files on each side of the 



windows, with drawn sabres. 



Quigstioli. Who wfts dommandiog them 't ■ ■ 

Answer. Ehodes Hazzard. 

Question. Was there ranch intimidation among the totets on 
account of the presence of the soldiers f 

Answer. There was, in the morning, considerable. 

Question. Did that intimidation influence the vote of the elec- 
tion. 

Answer. I think it did, in the morning. 

Question. Do you know of any ftiilnre to Tote on account of the 
presence of soldiers ? 

Answer. I know several who did not get to vote, and who 
claimed a right to vote. 

Question. Did there seem to be any difference of feeling between 
the voters of the different parties ? — the one seeming dispirited and 
the other confident and enthusiastic ? 

Answer. I think there was. In the morning the Lieuten- 
ant had occasion to go to the Provost Marshal and told him 
something had occurred, and he would have to take his men 
from the polls. He took his men away, and after they left, the 
Eepublican party took possession of the window, and voted tte 
men pell-mell, and before they were only allowed to go up one 
at a time. 

Question. From the disposition manifested on the part of the 
Democratic party, did you think there was a necessity of soldiers to 
to preserve order ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You are a Democrat ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Are you not in the confidence of the Democratic party, 
^nd acquainted with all its materis^l plans and purposes in regard to 
elections ? 

Answer. I think I am. 

Question. Did you ever hear any intimation of desire or purj^ose 
OB the part of the Democratic party to interfere with the polls at 
the last election, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. Never. 

Question. Do you not think you would certainly have known it 
if there had been any such purpose ? 

Answer. I think I should. 

Question. Is Rhodes HazzaMa warm supporter of the present 
administration ? • : 

' Answer. I hare never beard him express himself very 
freely, ■....-.■'. .,. .,..-. 

John E. Mabtin, 
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The examination of Charles "Wright was resumed, he 
being recalled. 

By the Chairman: 
Qaestion. Have you not been during the greater part of your 
life an active Democrat, and as such have you not been in the con- 
fidence of the party with reference to all its material plans and pur- 
poses ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Had you any knowledge of any intention or purpose 
on the part of the Democratic party to interfere with the polls at 
the last election so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. Not at all. I do not think any such a thing was 
ever thought of. 

Question. Are you not confident from your position in the party, 
that if such a thing had been in, contemplation, you would have 
known it ? 

Answer. I am sure I should. 

Chas. Wright. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 

fThe Committee adjourned till nine o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 



Friday, January 30, 1863—9 o'clock, A. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Slay, Williams, Waples, 
and Horsey. 

The examination of George T. Kay continued, he being 
recalled. 

Question. Do you know whether a car or train of cars passed to 
Seaford, on the Delaware Railroad, on the Sabbath previous to our 
last General Election ? 

Answer. There was a hand-car which came down; there 
was no train of cars. 

Question. Do vou know who had charge of that hand-car ? 

Answer. Thomas F. Hawkins, conductor of fi-eight. 

Question. Had you any intimation that a car of any kind would 
pass to Seaford before it arfived there that day ? 

Answer. Half an-hour previous I received a dispatch to 
to have a car ready to convey Mr. Hawkins to Salisbury. 
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Qaestion. Did joa procure two men to -work the car to Salis- 
bury ? 

Answer. I went and told the men having charge of the 
section to send down men for that purpose. 

Question. Had you any knowledge of the purpose for which the 
car was to go down the road that day ? 

Answer. I had not. 

Geo. T. Kay. 

The examination of John L. Coulbobn continued, he being 
recalled. 

Qaestion. Do you know whether a hand-car passed by Seaford 
and stopped at Seaford on the Sabbath previous to the last General 
Election ? 

Answer. Mr. Thomas F. Hawkins came down on the road 
and stopped at Seaford that day. He came up to my house 
and called for supper, saying he was in extreme haste. I think 
he said he would have to stop at Laurel, and also go to Salis- 
bury. 

Question. Do you know whether he went to any other place in 
Seaford previous to his coming to your house, or after leaving it? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 

J. L. COULBORN. 

Question. Did you observe the Inspector, Jesse W. Robinson, 
that day ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Did he seem to be intimidated by the presence of the 
troops ? 

Answer. He seemed to be, having been arrested some time 
previous. 

Question. Did he seem to be much intimidated ? 
Answer. He did, very much, in my opinion. 

J, L. CouLBoRir. 

Thomas Jacobs sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Mr. Jacobs, where do you reside f 
Answer. In North West Fork Hundred, in Sussex County. 
Question. What is your age ? 
Answer. I am seventy-three years of age ? 
Question. Were you at the election ou the fourth day of No* 
vember last ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Qnestion. Did jon rote on that daj t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. Where ? 

Answer. At Bridgeville. 

Question; Were there soldiers aboat the polls that day f 

Answer. There were. I did not observe them much, being 
unwell. They were stationed near the polls. 

Qaestion. Did yon ever before in a life of seventy years see arm- 
ed soldiers stationed near the polls on election day ? 

Answer. I never did. 

Question. Have you not been for the most of your life an active 
and prominent Democrat in your county ? 
. Answer. Yes^ sir ; for the most of my life I have. 

Qnestion. You have frequently served in the Legislature, have 
you not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Have you not been, and are you not now, in the con- 
fidence of the Democratic party, knowing all its plans and purposes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. # 

Question. Did you ever hear of any purpose or intention or de- 
sire on the part of the Democratic party to interfere with the polls, 
so as to prevent a fair election on the fourth day of November last ? 

Answer. I never heard anything of the kind at all. 

Question. Are you not confident, from your position in the party, 
that if there had been any such intention or desire on the part of 
the Democratic party, that you would have known it ? 

Answer. I think I would. 

Question. Do you know who acted as Provost Marshal at the 
at the polls at Bridgeville, on the day of the last election ? 

Answer. It was said to be Garrett S. Layton. 

Question. Did you see him around the polls when you voted ? 

Answer. I saw him near the polls. 
^ Question. Do you know who Garrett S. Layton is, and what is 
his occupation ? 

Answer. I know him when I see him. He is in the store of 
Mr. Cannon, the present Governor, whether as clerk or partner 
I do not know. 

Question. Do you know whether he is a brother-in-law of Mr. 
Cannon ? 

• Answer. He married a sister to Mr. Gannon's wife, I think. 

Thos. Jacobs. 
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Catesby F. Eust, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairmar : 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. In North West Fork Hundred, in Sussex County. 

Question. Did you vote on the day of the last General Election ? 

Answer, I did. 

Question. Where ? . 

Answer.. At Bridgeville; 

Question. At what time did you arrive at Bridgeville that day ? 

Answer. About 11 o'clock, A.M. 

Question. Have you not been in the habit of going to the elec- 
tions earlier than 11 o'clock ? 

Answer. I have generally been there at the opening of the 
polls. 

Question. What induced you to defer going to the election until 
so late an hour, on the day of the last General Election ? 

Answer. On Saturday night previous to the day of the 
election, I saw a letter directed to Dr. Shipley, of Seaford, post- 
marked Dover, stating that if he (Dr. Shipley,) Jeremiah 
McNealy, Nathaniel Horsey, or myself, went to the election on 
Tuesday, we would be arrested — that there was a Cavalry? 
company coming down for that purpose, and that when we saw 
them we might look out. I observed to Dr. Shipley that I 
should go and vote on Tuesday, but thought it best not to go 
until the polls were open, so that I could vote immediately, 
after arriving and before they could have a chance to arrest me. 

Question. When you arrived at Bridgeville and went to the polls 
to vote, what did you observe there unusual ? 

Answer. I saw men dressed in uniform. Those at the win- 
dow were not armed, to my knowledge, but there were armed 
soldiers present. Those who were armed were near tb^ window. 

Question. Did there seem to be any interference with the elec- 
tion, on the part of the men in uniform near the window ? 

Answer. There did. When I went to vot6, I think there 
were five or six surrounding the windows. I had great diffi- 
culty in getting to the window to vote. Some person, spoke of 
having Esquire Davis to clear the window. One of the men 
dressed in uniform, by the name of Johnson, as I was told, 
observed that Esquire Davis had nothing to do with it; that 
'' Uncle Sam" had charge there. ^ 

Question. Was there any other disturbance sufficient to induce 
yon to go to the officer in command of the armed soldiers {>resefit f 
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Answer. I saw tliat the Democrats were kept from the win- 
dow by these men. I went to the hotel and inquired for the 
Captain of Gen. Wool's Cavalry company. A man sitting in 
the parlor got up and said he was the captain. I told him that 
I was a Democrat and we wanted a fair chance that day, — that 
I was informed he was sent there for that purpose. He said he 
was. I then stated to him. that there were men dressed in 
cavalry uniform, who, I thought, lived in North West Fork 
Hundred, who were in possession of the window and Democrats 
could not get up to vote. He replied, that the Provost Marshal 
ought to attend to that. I asked him who the Provost Marshal 
was. He said, Garrett Layton. I then told him if that were 
the case no Democrat would get to vote there that day, and 
requested him to go to the window and see for himself. He 
did so, and after looking at them, I suppose two mintutes, took 
the men in uniform from the window and sent them off. 

Qaestion. Do joa know to what company the men in uniform, 
near the window, belonged ? 

Answer. They were said to belong to the Delaware Cavalry 
company. 

Question. Do yon know who were the officers of that company ? 

Answer. I think that William L. Cannon was Captain of 
the company. 

Qaestion. Who is William L. Cannon ? 

Answer. A son of Governor William Cannon. 

Question. Do you say that you learned that Garrett S. Layton 
was Provost Marshal there that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. • 

Question. Do you know Garrett S. Layton f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was he about the polls ? 

Answer. He was. 

Question. Who is he and what is his occupation f 

Answer. He lives in Bridgeville, and with Mr. Cannon. 

Qaestion. Is he an active and violent politician ? 

Answer. He is generally so considered in the neighborhood. 

Qaestion. To what political party does he belong f 

Answer. To the Eepublican party. 

Question. Were you favored, after the election was over, with a 
Tisit from the military, or any portion of them ? 

Answer. A Lieutenant and eleven men came to my house 
about night, on Wednesday night after the election. 
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Qaestion. For what purpoije did they come ? 
Answer. To arrest me. 

Question. Did they show you any authority, or leave any au- 
thority at your house for your arrest ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qu:stion. Did you learn from them, or do you now know the 
charge upon which they proposed to arrest you ? 

Answer. Not of my own knowledge. 

Question. Were you at home when they came to your house ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. When did you come home f 

Answer. On the Saturday following. 

Question. How did you learn the visit of the military ? 

Answer. My wife told me. 

Question. What did you then do ? 

Answer. I immediately went to Seaford, called on the Major 
left in command, and stated to him that he had sent a number 
of cavalry to my house ; that I was not at home when they 
came, and as soon as I learned it, I had come down to see what 
it was for. He replied he had nothing to do with it ; that the 
matter was in the hands of the Provost Marshal at Seaford. I 
asked who the Provost Marshal was. He replied, Mr. Ehodes 
Hazzard was Provost Marshal. I told him I should go home, 
and if Mr. Hazzard wanted me, he knew where to find me. 

Question. By whom was the letter to which you have referred, 
signed ? 

Answer. I think the letter was signed " Justice ;" it was 

anonymous. I think Dr. Shipley has the letter. 

Question. Had you any conversation with Garrett S. Layton 
that day ? 

Answer. I had. 

Question. Will you relate that conversation as nearly as joa 
can ? 

Answer. Mr. Layton came to me and said he wished I 
would get that man (pointing to a person) to go home. I asked 
why he wanted him to go home. He said if he did not he 
would be arrested. I told him that was what he (Layton) was 
trying to do. He said he did not want to arrest him. I told 
him he did. I heard him tell the Captain of the Cavalry com- 
pany that was the man, with a light coat on. He (Layton) said 
he could have him arrested. I told him I doubted it very 
much. He said he could convince me, pulled out his pocket- 
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book, took oat a paper which he teid was his cominissioiL I 
did not wijh to see it : I was willing to take his word, so &r as 
that 

Qoestion. Did he saj anrthing else to vov in reference to men's 
talk that daj ? 

Anfjwer. He told me he would hare any of ns arrested who 
called them Black Republicans or AbolitionistSw 1 told him 
lie must arrest Black Republicans for calling Democrats Seces- 
.sioni.sts. lie said they would not do it. I told him I heard 
Dr. Cahall tell a man at the window not to call them Demo- 
crats, but Secessionists. 

Qnestion, Who is Dr. Cahall ? 

Answer. A physician at Bridgeville and a son-in-law of 
Governor Cannon. 

Catksbt F. Rust. 

On motion of Mr. Hitch, 

The Committee adjourned to 7| o'clock, P, 31. 



Friday, January 30 — 7 J o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met purauant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Slay, Williams, Waples, 
and Horsey. 

Thomas F. Hawkins, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Questioii. Where do you reside ? 
Aaswer. In Wilmington. 
Qnestion. What is yoirf occupation ? 
Answer. Freight Conductor on the Delaware Railroad. 
Question. How long have you occupied the position of freight 
conductor on the Delaware Railroad 2 

Answer. Three years. 

Question. Where were you on the Sabbath previous to the last 
<}eneral Election t 

Answer. In Wilmington a part of the time* 

Question. Where, during the remaining part of the day ? 

Answer. On the railroad. 

Question. Did a car or train of cars pass over the foad that day ? 

Answer. An engine and one car passed over the road that 
day. 
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QaestiotL In what cApaeity wer« yon on the train ? 

Answer* As a passenger. 

Qaestion. Who else were on the train that day 7 

Answer. Mr. Bacon, the Conductor, Colonel George P. 
Fisher, a man by the name of Lofland, and Nathaniel B. 
Sinithersy as I understood. ' 

Question. Do you know the purpose for which the car passed 
over the road that day ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Where did you get on the car ? 

Answer. At Wilmington. 

. Question. How far down the road did you go ? 

Answer. To Farmington. 

Question. Did Mr. Fisher, Mr. Lofland and Mr. Smithers get 

off the train at Farmington ? 

Answer. They did not, but backed up to Harrington, and 
went into Milford, as 1 understood. 

^ Question. Did you get off the train at Farmington ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did you go after leaving, the car at Farming- 
ton ? 

Answer. To Salisbury in a hand-car. 

Question. For what purpose did you go down the road in a 
hand-car ? 

Answer. I went down to take the place of Conductor on the 
freight train. 

Question. Was that the only reason for which you went down 
on the Sabbath? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the only reason I know. 

Question. Did you on Saturday expect to go down the road on 
Sunday. 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you or did you not convey to certain persons at 
different points on the road that day letters or papers of some des- 
cription ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. To whom did you convey those letters or papers ? 

Answer. One letter was for Q*overnor Cannon and one for 
Mr. Hazzard. 

Question. Do you know or were yon told by any person what 
those papers were. 

Answer, ^o, sir. 
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Qoestion. 

Answer. 

Qoestioii. 
Laurel ? 

Answer. 

Qoestioo. 
burj? 

Answer. 

Qaestion 



Did joo leare one letter is Seaford ? 
I left one for Mr. Bhodes Hazzard. 
Did yon leare anj commoBication of anj kind at 

I left a letter for John L. Bacon. 

Had you any letter or paper for aoy person at Salis- 



I had one for Colonel Wallace. 
From whom did yon recei?e the sereral communica- 
tions of which yon have spoken ? 

Answer. I think I received them from Mr. Smithers or 
Colonel Fisher — from one or the other I know. 

Question. Did he gi?e you any directions as to the deli?ery of 
those papers ? 

Answer. He told me to be sure to deliver them. 
Question. Did you take down any other packages of any kind 
in the form of papers or otherwise ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you convey any verbal message to any person 
from any of the gentlemen in the car that day. 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you then know, or do you now know, for what 
purpose the letter was conveyed to Colonel Wallace that day ? 
Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 

Question. Had you any knowledge or did you receive any inti- 
mation on that day that Colonel Wallace was expected to come up 
to Seaford with his regiment on the next day ? 
Answer. I did not. I had no idea of it. 

How long did you remain at Salisbury ? 

About nine hours. 

How did you come up the next day ? . 

I brought the regular train up from Salisbury. 

Did Colonel Wallace and his regiment come up on 



Question. 
Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question, 
that train ? 
Answer. 
Question. 
Answer. 
Question. 



Yes, sir ; a part of his regiment. 
Where did they get off the train ? 
At different stations. 

Had you any conversation with Colonel Wallace at 
the time you delivered the letter of which you have spoken ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did he ask you who sent those letters, or any ques- 
tion of that kind ? 
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Answer. No, sin 

Question. Will jou please to name tke points at whieb Colonel 
Wallace's regiment got off the train ? 

Answer. Laurel, Bridgeville, Harrington, Milford, Pelton, 
and some at Dover, I think ; also some at Smyrna. 

Question. Was Goloael Wallaee on the trAlB that day 2 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did he get off f 

Answer. At Smyrna. 

Question. Are you certain that Colonel Wallace IiTifi«clf got off 
at Smyrna ? 

Answer. I an not certain about that ; but I took no soldiers 
above Smyrna. 

Question. Can you form any correct judgment as to the number 
of soldiers you left at each of those points ? 

Answer. I can form no idea. 

Question. Do you know Vith how many car loads you started 
from Salisbury that night ? 

Answer. Five car loads. 

Question. How many persons will each of those cars accommo- 
date ? 

Answer. Sixty or sixty-five. 

Question. Were they full when you started from Salisbury f 

Answer. Yery full. 

Question. Would you suppose each one of those cars hacj sisrty- 
five soldiers in it ? 

Answer. I should think so. 

Question. With how many cars did you leave' fiUlisbriry, on th^ 
special train in the morning ? 

Answer. With the same number — Str&, 
Question. Were those five cars loaded full in the morning wheu 
yon left ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether any portion of Colonel Wal. 
lace's regiment came up on any other train that day ? 

Answer. I brought up a part of his regiment to Seaford^ 
backed the train to Salisbury and brought the remainder on 
the regular train. 

Question. How many did you bring on the first train to Seaford ? 

Answer. One or two companies. I am not certain which. 

Question. Are you certain there were not four companies ? 
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Answer. I could not say. 

Question. Was not Colonel Wallace himself on the first train ? . 
Answer. I could not say* 

* Question. Are you certain whether you came np the last time on 
a special or regular train. 

Answer. I cam© on the regular train. 

Question. You say that you left some soldiers at Laurel, some at 
Bridgeville, some at Harrington, some at Milford, some at Felton, 
some at Smyrna, and think, but are not positive, that you left some 
at Seaford and some at Dover 1 

Answer* Yes^ sir. 

Question. Are you certain whether yon left some at Camden ? 

Answer* 1 did. f 

Question. Do you suppose each one of the cars had sixty-five 
persons in it ? 

Answer. I should suppose so. 

Question. At what time in the day, on the Sabbath previous to 
to the election, were you notified to come down the road ? 

Answer. About 12 o'clock I had orders to come down the 
road. 

Question. Who give yon the orders to come down the road f 

Answer. Mr. Brown, the General Freight Agent. 

Question. Did he tell you for what purpose he wished you to go 
down on Sunday ? 

Answer. No> sir ; they never tell us. 

Question. How long before you left Salisbury did you learn that 
you were to bring soldiers up ? 

Answer. The Colonel sent me word to be ready about 9 
o'clock, but did not get ready to start before 11 o'clock. 

Question. At what time did he send you that word ? 

Answer. Between 7 and 8 o'clock. 

Question. Was that the first knowledge you had that you were 
to bring up a load of soldiers that morning ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I think tbe captain of the guard told me 
he expected he was going up the road somewhere. 

Question. At what time did the captain of the guard tell you 
this.?, 

Answer. About half-past five o^clock, A. M. 
\ Question. By whom were you directed to take a load of soldiers 
up the road the next morning ? 

Answer* "William Waller) the agent, told me they would 
be therev ^ . . 
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Question. About what time did Mr. Waller tell yon this ? 
Answer. About 8 o'clock oti Monday morning. 
QuestioD. You went on to Wilmington After leaving the soldiets 
at different points, did you ? 

Answer, t did) but did not get thefe till the next morning. 
Question. At what time did you leave Salisbury on Monday 
evening ? 

Answer. About 2^ o'clock. 

Question. About what time did you arrite at Dover ? 

Answer. I cannot telK 

By Mr.Cahalh 

Question. What was the cause of your being so late the next 
morning in getting to Wilmington ? 

Answer. We did not leave Seaford until betvi^een 5 o'clock 
and 6 o'clock. 

Question. What was the cause of your detention at Seaford 
until that time ? 

Answer. The soldiers were not ready to go. 

Question. Was the train a regular passenger train ? 

' Answer. No, sir. 

Question: Was it a special train ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; 1 believe it ^as* 

By the Chairman : 

QuestioiK Were the soldiei^s armed when they got on the train 
at Salisbury ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were they armed when they left the trAin at the dif» 
ferent points on the road ? 
Answer. Yes, siri 

ByMr. Oahall: 

Question. How did yott first obtain the knowledge that you 
would have to act as conductor on the train from Salisbury on 
Monday ? 

Ans'vpei^i The condiictors are in the habit of assisting each 
other. Alexand^er Gearl, a conductor on the road, left Salis* 
bury, went up to Wilmington on Saturday, evening, and did 
not wish to go dow;n on Sunday and requested me to go down 
in hi« place. Mr. Brown told me to go down, and I went. 

T. F. Hawkins. 
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On motion of Mr. Cahall, 

The Committee adjourned to Monday evening at nine o^cloek. 



MoOTvAvY, Febraary 2, 1863—9 o'clock, P.M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment 
' Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall,. Hitch, Slay, Stixbbs, 
Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 

John Dale affirmed and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. Near Bridgeville, in Sussex County. 

Question. How long have yoa been a citizen of this State ? 

Answer. All my life ; since I arrived at the age of man- 
hood. 

Question. Do you recollect whether at any period of your life 
you have witnessed the prBseace of soldiers at the polls on election 
day ? 

Answer. Never, untill the last election. 

Question. Where did you vote on the last election day ? 

Answer. At Bridgeville, in Sussex County. 

Question. Were there soldiers at or near the polls that day ? 

Answer. There were. 

Question. Have you any knowledge, derived from any source, at 
whose solicitation soldiers were brought into this State and sta- 
tioned at the polls on that day 1 

Answer. I have. 

Question. Please state your Information and th^e. sources of it ? 

Answer. On the morning of the election day I met Mr. 
William Cannon at our polls at Bridgeville, and asked him if 
he had anything to do with bringing soldiers into this State, 
lie said he had ; that he had written to Col. Wallace for them 
and bad his aiuswer in the house at that time, but did not wish. 
to have any brought to the polls at Bridgeville ; and that be 
had requested Col. Wallace to h^ve troops sent to Baltimore 
Hundred, to Dagsborough Hundred, and Broad and Littlf Creek 
ILundreds. I am not positive in reference to the names of the 
two Ilundreds last mentioned. I am confident there were four 
Hundreds. He said his object was to secure a fair election ; 
that a party in Maryland had threatened to take possession of 
the polls in Baltimore Hundred ; and that in Broad Creek, at 
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the little election, a man Lad stood at the window with a loaded 
tetolveTf bttrrahitig for Jeff. Davis, and threatening to »hoot 
any one of the opposite party who came up to vote ; that if he 
were defeated he wanted to be defeated fairly, and that if he 
could not be elected fairly he did not wish the office. 

Question. Did be tell you what man it was who stood at the 
polls ia Broad Creek Ilundred, threateniag to shoot persons who 
came up to vote 7 

Answer. He did not. 1 understood, from other sources, 
that there was no such person there. 

Question. Did he tell you what persons they were in Maryland, 
who had threatened to take possession of the polls in Baltimore 
Hundred ? 

Answer. He did not. He merely said a party threatened 
to come. 

Question. Have you not been an active and prominent Democrat 
during the most of your life ? 

Answer. I have been, when at home. I have been absent 
during one or two campaigns during the last twenty years. 

Question. Have you not always been, and are you not now, in 
the confidence of the Democratic party, knowing all its principal 
plans and operations ? 

Answer. . I have been generally so, during the last eighteen 
or twenty years. 

Question. Did you ever hear an intimation of a desire or purpose 
on the part of the Democratic party to interfere with the polls on 
the last election day, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. -No, sir, not the slightest.. 

Question. From your position in the party and your associatioJi 
with its leading members, if there had been any such purpose, would 
you not have known it ? 

Answer. I think I .certainly ^ould. 

Question. Do you know anything else bearing upon this sub* 
ject? 

Answer. I was told by a friend of George JTebeker, that he 

gTebeker) had carried ^even thousand dollars into Sussex 
ounty. 

Question. For what purpose'^did he carry that money ? 
Answer. To influemce the election ; so he stated. 
QuestioQ. Was this the same election at which the soldiers were 
present? 

. Answer. Yes, sir ; the same election. 

Question. Do yoa know whether that money was carried tbere 
to defray the expenses of the soldiers ? 
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On motion of Mr. Oahall, 

The Committee adjourned to Monday evening at nifle o^cloek. 



MoOTKAcr, February 2, 1863—9 o'clock, P.M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adj.ournment 
• Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall,. Hitch, Slay, Stiibbs, 
Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 

John Dale affirmed and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. Near Bridgeville, in Sussex County. 

Question, How long have you been a citizen of this State ? 

Answer. All my life ; since I arrived at the age of man- 
hood. 

Question. Do you recollect whether at any period of your life 
you have witnessed the preseace of soldiers at the polls on election 
day ? 

Answer. Never, untill the last election. 

Question. Where did you vote on the last election day ? 

Answer. At Bridgeville, in Sussex County. 

Question. Were there soldiers at or near the polls that day ? 

Answer. There were. 

Question. Have you any knowledge, derived from any source, at 
whose solicitation soldiers were brought into this State and sta- 
tioned at the polls on that day ? 

Answer. I have. 

Question. Please state your information and the, sources of it ? 

Answer. On the morning of the election day I met Mr. 
William Cannon at our polls at Bridgeville, and asked him if 
he had anything to do with bringing soldiers into this State. 
He said he had ; that he had written to Col. Wallace for them 
and had his answer in the house at that time, but did not wist 
to have any brought to the polls at Bridgeville ; and that he 
had requested Col. Wallace to bave troops sent to Baltimore 
Hundred, to Dagsborough Hundred, and Broad and Littlf Creek 
Hundreds. I am not positive in reference to the names of the 
two Hundreds last mentioned. I am confident there were four 
Hundreds. He said his object was to secure a fair election ; 
that a party in Maryland had threatened to take possession of 
the polls in Baltimore Hundred ; and that in Broad Creek, at 
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the little election, a man Lad stood at the window with a loaded 
revolver; hurrahing for Jeff. Davis, and threatening to »hoot 
any one of the opposite party who came up to vote ; that if he 
were defeated he wanted to be defeated fairly, and that if he 
could not be elected fairly he did not wish the ojfice. 

Questioa. Did be tell you what man it was who stood at the 
polls in Broad Creek Ilundred, threateniug to shoot persons who 
came up to vote ? 

Answer. He did not. 1 understood, from other sources, 
that there was no such person there. 

Question. Did he tell you what persons they were in Maryland, 
who had threatened to take possession of the polls in Baltimore 
Hundred ? 

Answer. He did not. He merely said a party threatened 
to come. 

Question. Have you not been an active and prominent Democrat 
during the most of your life ? 

Answer. I have been, when at home. I have been absent 
during one or two campaigns during the last twenty years. 

Question. Have you not always been, and are you not now, in 
the confidence of the Democratic party, knowing all its principal 
plans and operations ? 

Answer. . I have been generally so, during the last eighteeu 
or twenty years. 

Question. Did you ever hear an intimation of a desire or purpose 
on the part of the Democratic party to interfere with the polls on 
the last election day, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. .No, sir, not the slightest.. 

Question. From your position in the party and your associatiaa 
with its leading members, if there had been any such purpose, would 
you not have known it ? 

Answer. I think I .certainly ^ould. 

Question. Do you know anything else bearing upon this sub* 
ject ? 

Answer. I was told by a friend of George J^Tebeker, that he 

gTebeker) had carried ^even thousand dollars into Sussex 
ounty. 

Question. For what purposeliid he carry that money ? 

Answer. To influence the election ; so he stated. 

Question. Was this the same election at which the eoldldrs were 
present? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the same election. 
Question. Do yon Imaw whether that money was carried there 
to defray the expenses of the soldiers ? 
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Answer. I do not^ 

Question. Do you know whether the soldiers brought their 
rations with them or not ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Who is this Mr. William Cannon ? 

Answer. The present Governor of the State of Delaware. 

Question. Was he a candidate on the ticket at the last General 
Election ? 

Answer. He was. 

John Dale. 

Joseph P. H. Shipley, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. At Seaford. 

Question. How long have you lived at Seaford ? 
Answer. Fifteen years. 

Question. Were you at home on the 3d day of November last ? 
Answer. I was, a part of the day. 

Question. Do you know anything about the arrival of armed 
soldiers at or near Seaford that day ? 

Answer. I do not know anything in regard to their arrival. 
I saw them when they were disembarking. I had intimations 
some two weeks previous that soldiers wotdd be there on the 
day of the election. 

Question. From whom did you receive those intimations ? 

Answer. I received information through an anonymous 
letter. 

Question. Please state the contents of the letter ? 

Answer. The letter was post-marked Dover, and was writ- 
ten from Dover. The letter commenced thus : " I am a friend 
of yours, and seeing you in danger, I think it proper to advise 
you in regard to it. There will be troops sent to your place 
some time between the present and the electibn, and when you 
see them you may know they are there for the purpose of 
arresting you and a man by th^ name of Edward Martin, and 
one by tne name of Jeremiah McNealy, and one by the name 
of Eust and Nathaniel Horsey, and probably some others. 
These damned Black Eepublicans intend to carry the election 
and free all the negroes." The letter was signed " Justice." 

Question. Was that letter written in a natural or disguised hand ? 

Answer. In a disguised hand, I suppose. 
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Qaestion. What impression did it make upon your mind ? 

Answer. The first impression was that it might be real, 
afterwards I thought it was probably intended to scare me and 
I took no .account of it. 

Question. Did you show that letter to any other person ? 

Answer. I showed it to all whose names were mentioned in 
the letter. I was not in town when the soldiers arrived. As I 
was returning home ± met a person who told me the soldiers 
were there, and I had better not go home, as I might be 
arrested. I went home immediately and went to the wharf 
where the soldiers were landing. I met Gov. Ross, Charles 
Wright, Dr. McFerran, and several others. We proposed to 
go aboard of the boat and have an interview with Gen. Wool. 
The boat was not near enough the wharf to get aboard ; at the 
other end they were landing the horses. We were obliged to 
wait, and so soon as the boat got near enough there was a party 
went aboard in advance of us, consisting of Mr. Ehodes Haz- 
zard, Mr. William Ellegood, and, I think, Mr. Labal Lyons, 
and a number of others whose names I do not remember. 
They came out immediately in company with Gen. Wool. 
Tiere was quite a crowd around him on the wharf, which made 
it impossible for us to see him. There was a reception address 
delivered by Mr. James Piatt, after which they proceeded to the 
hotel in Seaford. We met in the back room. I was appointed to 
call on General Wool, to request of him an interview. I was 
met at the door by Mr. William Ellegood and a Mr. Lacey, who 
told me I and none of my party had any business with General 
Wool, and refused to admit me. I returned to the room and 
reported my services. Dr. McFerran was appointed to assist 
me. We were requested to return. We did so and met with 
the same success. We then concluded to address a note to 
General Wool, requesting an interview with him and succeeded 
in getting the note conveyed. General Wool immediately 
qame out and informed us that he would meet us in th^ course 
of an hour. After waiting probably two hours, the General 
came out, and we asked him his object in coming to Delaware 
E[e declined giving it. I think he remarked, he was acting 
^nder authority and would have to consult them. He returned 
to their room and soon came back again and reported that he 
was not here for the purpose of interfering with any legal 
voting, but for what other purpose he did not know. 

Question. Did you say that he returned to the room to get an 
ftOfiwer for you 2 . . 

, Answer. Yes, sir ; I suppose that his object was to get an 
answer from the Provost Marshals in his room, 
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<iuestion. Wto wefe tie Provost Marshals m hU rooto. 

Answer. I could noU see into his room. William Ellegood, 
of Georgetown ; Mr. Lacey, from Baltimore Hundred, I think; 
Ehodes Ilazzard, from Seaford ; Garrett Layton, from Bridge- 
ville ; Labal Lyon^s, Johfj: L. Bacon, I think, from Laurel, were 
^e Provost Marshals. 

Question. Have you sitiee understood t^se men to be the Pro- 
vost Marshals for their several Hundreds ? 

Answer. I have. 

Question. Were all the persons in the room with Major General 
Wool, at the time you solicited the interview with him, members of 
one political party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Of what political party were they members ? 

•Answer. They call themselves the Union party. 

Question. Do you say that you ancj Br. McFerran, as a commit- 
tee of the Democratic party, desired permission to enter that room to 
see General Wool ? 

Answer. I do, sir. 

Question. Were you admitted, or were you refused admission ? 

Answer. We were refused admission. 

Question. By whom were you refused ? 

Answer. By William Ellegood and Mr. Lacey, who were 
standing at the door. 

Question. What was the answer given at the time of your refusal, 
as nearly as you can recollect ? 

Answer. That we had no business with General Wool, or 
any of aar party. 

Question. Whom did you understand them to mean by " any of 
your party ? 

Answer. Tl>e Democratic party. 

Question. When your did obtain an interview, how much time 
did General Wool devote to you as the representatives of the Demo- 
eratic party ? 

Answer. The first interview was not more than two minutes, 
I suppose ; the second, after he returned from the room, I do not 
think exceeded fifteen minutes. 

Question. How long was General Wool in private conference 
with the Provost Marshals, of whom you have spoken ? 

Answer. I think, about three hours* 

Question. Did you say that during all that time no persons 
other than members of the Republican party were admitted to hia 
presence? 
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Answer. Yes, sir; a guard of soldiers were placed at the 
door after we made the second attempt ; Mr. Coulborn, a mem- 
ber of the Democratic party, who was attending to the lights, 
went in and out of the room, but was not permitted to remain. 

Question. Was Mr. Codlbofn the landlord of the house ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ^ 

Question. Do you say that you had a conference that erening 
with the leading men of the Democratic party in that aeighbor- 
hood. 

Answer. Yes, sir. , 

Question. What seemed to be the effect ^ t^ pres«nc0 of the 
soldiers ? 

Answer. There appeared to be a general timidity almost 
everywhere. 

* Question. Was the intimidatfos so great as to imduce any memi> 
bers of the Democratic party seriously to prop^e to withdraw their 
ticket, and let the election go by default 2 ' 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there was such a proposition. 

Question. Did the same intimidatfon seem to prevail Jamong resi- 
dents of that hundred on election day ? 

Answer. I think it did ; more particularly in the morning. 

Question. Did you vote on the 4th of November ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Were there armed soldiers stationed at the polls ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were stationed on each side of the 
window, extending for some distance. They were mounted. 

Question. Were their arms at their side or in their hands ? 

Answer. They had both carbines at their sides and sabres 
in their hands. 

Question. Were they stationed in a position and were their arms 
in a position to produce greater intimidation than could have been 
produced in any other way ? 

Answer. Their swords were drawn ready for execution, ill 
such a manner as to produce great intimidation; greater, I 
think, than they would have produced in any other way. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 
■ The Committee adjourned until 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 



Tuesday, PeK 8, 1863, 9 o'clock, A. M. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Slaj, Stubbs, Williams, 
Waples, Horsey and Cahall. 

The examination of Joseph P. W. Shipley was resumed, lie 
being recalled. 

By the Chairman: 

Question. Who was acting as Prorost Marshal that day in Sea- 
ford ? 

Answer. Ehodes Hazzard. 

Question. What was his position in reference to the polls ? 

Answer. In front of the window, and near to it a greater 
part of the time. 

Question. Did he appear to be, and was it generally understood 
that he was in command of the soldiers there that day ? 

Answer. Yes, lir. 

Question. Who is Rhodes Hazzard ? 

Answer. He is a resident of Seaford, and has been for a 
number of years. He is a member of the Republican party. 

Question. Are you well acquainted with Rhodes Hazzard ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Is he an active and violent partizan ? 

Answer. He is ^aturally not a very boisterous man, but so 
far as he has ability he uses it to his utmost for the success of his 
party. 

Question. You say he is a member of the Republican party ? 

Answer, He is. 

Question. Do you know whether he had a private way by which 
members of his own party were brought up to vote ? 

A^wer. Tb^iire was an opening on the side on which thQ 
man was stationed by the Republican party to challenge votes, 
tJirQ.iigh ^hich. I sa,w geyeral during the day enter and vote. 
: Questum. Were those who entered through this opening uudex- 
stood to b^ Jlepublicftns ? 

Answer. The class that I saw worQ Mrhat we term doubtful 
voters. 

Question. What do you mean by doubtful voters ? 

Answer. Such as can be influenced. 

Question. Was it generally understood by the Democrats that 
day, that this opening of which you speak was for the accommoda- 
tion of that class of voters ? 

Answer. That was the impression. * 
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Question. Was it also nnderstood that that way was kept open 
for the benefit of the Republican party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was generally crowded hy leading 
Eepublicans, when there was any question as to voters' politics. 

Question. Was Mr. Rhodes Hazzard stationed on the same side 
of the window on which this opening was, of which you speak ? 

Answer. I think he was more in front of the window. 
Question. Was there a similar opening on the opposite side of 
the window for the accommodation of doubtful voters ? 

* Answer, No, sir ; the cavalry were stationed close to the 
house. At onfutime, I remember, a gentleman was attempting 
to vote and a question was raised in regard to his age, of which I 
had some knowledge. I made an effort^ to get to the window 
between the cavalry and the house; one*of the cavalry thrust 
his sabre into the house so as to prevent any one from passing 
on that side. The gentlemen did not vote that day; 

Question. Was he entitled to a vote f 

Answer. He was entitled to a vote. 

Question. Did you closely observe the voting that day ? 

Answer. I did, when I was at the polls ; sometimes I was 
absent. 

Question. Do you believe, from your observation and presence 
at the polls, that the Democrats had an equal chance with the Re- 
publicans in the election ? 

Answer. I think they had not. 

Question. Are you not sure they had not f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You have spoken of General Wool. Po you meau 
Major General Wool in the service of the United States ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were there any other soldiers present that day except 
those who came under his command on Monday f 

Answer. Col. Wallace's regimapt was there. 

Question. You are a practising pnysician in that neighborhood, 
I believe. Are you not well acquainted and well known to the 
people of that section t 

Answer. I am, sir. 

Question. Can you say, from your knowledge of the people, 
whether there was or was not great intimidation on the part of- the 
Democratic v.otefs, especially in the Bpiornii\g of that day .? 

AnsiKrer, Th^e waa. 

Question. Was the. intimidation, in your judgmeat, em> g^at ft^ 
materiQllj to ch^g^ the result of the vote ia l^t Hondr^, ^t day t 
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Answer. I am inclined to think that it was. 

QuestioD. Are you not a Democrat ? 

Answer. I am, sir. 

Question. Are you not in the confidence of the Democratic party, 
Tcnowing all its principal plans and purposes ? 

Answer. I am. 

Question. Did you ever hear an intimation of a desire or purpose 
on the part of the Democratic party to interfere with the polls on 
the 4th day of November last so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. I never did. The opposition had less cause to 
fear, more particularly in Seaford, from the Democrats, than the 
Democrats had from them, for we had been deprived of our 
arms belonging to thg United States some time previous to the 
election, whilst they were permitted to retain theirs. 

Question. If there had been any intention or purpose on the 
part of the Democratic party to interfere with the polls on the last 
election day, would you not, from your position in the party, cer- 
tainly have known it ? 

Answer. I should. 

Question. Do you know any other fact bearing on this subject, 
which you have not related ? 

Answer. Not that I remember. 

Question. You have spoken of a reception address delivered by 
Mr. Piatt, on the occasion of the arrival of General Wool with his 
troops at Seaford. I ask you, who is Mr. Piatt ? 

Answer. A young man, about eighteen years of age ; not a 
resident of this State! 

Question. Do you say that he is not a native of the State, and 
not a voter in the State r * 

Answer. He is not a native of the State, and not a voter in 
the State. 

Question. Do you know of what section of the country, or of 
what State, he is a native ? ,^ 

Answer. He is a nativditf one of the New England States. 

Question. Is he in business at Seaford ? 

Answer. His father is in business at Seaford. He is assist- 
ing his father. 

Question. In what business Is bis father en^ged ? 

Aaswer. In canning oysters. 

Question. Is he understood to %e there only temporarily ? 

Answer. He and his father are there only temporarily, 
coming in September to can oysters during the winter, and 
retuming in the sprmg. j^^^ p^ ^_ ^^^^^^^^ 
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On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 7 J o'clock tliig evening. 



Same Day, 7t o'clock, P. M. 

Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch^ Slay, Stubbs, 
Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 

s John Sorden, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

QuestioiL Where do you reside ? 

Answer. I reside in Georgetown, in Sussex Couaty. 

Question. Were you a candidate on tbe Deaoemtic ticket last 
fall? 

Answer. Yes, sir* 

Question. Where did you vote 7 

Answer. I voted at Georgetown. 

Question. Were you about the polls daring, most of that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; nearly all day. 

Question. Did you observe anything unusual and diflfereftfc from 
what you have heretofore seen, on the day of the election 2 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman, Please state what it wats. 

Answer. Very soon after the polls were opened there wexe 
soldiers stationea at the window, with drawn swords, there 
being five or six on each side, leaving an alley for persoas to 
walk up and vote. The two farthest from the window kept 
their swords across each other, unless it was when a person 
went in to vote*; they then raised them sufficiently for persons 
to pass to th& window, and again crossed them uutil the person 
had voted and wished to return out the alley. They then held 
up their swords and let him out. There was also a soldier on 
horseback, who rode up and down, the ground, inside of the 
enclosure of the Court House, with sword in hand, during most, 
if not all the time of voting. 
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Question. Did you ever before see soldiers at the polls ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How old a man are you ? 

Answer. I am a little over sixty. 

Question. You have been a voter over forty years ? 

Answer. I cast my first vote in 1823. 

Question. You never, before last fall, witnessed the presence of 
soldiers at the polls on election day ? 

Answer. I hitve seen men iA the serVfCe tit the polls, but 
not as soldiers. 

Question. What effect had the pr^sefice of the aoldfers at the 
polls that day, upon the voters of that Hundred ? 

Answer. I think it had the effect to intimidate a great 
many persons. They arrested at least three, piit two of them 
in jail and kept them there until Friday There w^re others 
that left the election for fear of being arrested^ I think, about 
six of as active working-raen as the Democifats had in that 
Hundred. 

Did those p^sons who Wt the gro'tind, h^ve before 



Question, 
voting ? 

Answer. 

Question, 
spoken ? 

Aftd^et. 
Greeiily, and -another, Peter Hart. Peter Hart was soon 



No, siir ; they left after they had voted-. 

Who were the persons arrested of whom you have 

One was named Alfred Hart, another, Oliver 



tjuestion. Were they Detoocxfets, t)r Republiciins ? 

Answer. They were Democrats. 

Question. For what were they arrested ? 

Answer. I am not able to dfisw^f that question. 

Question. Had they vot6d before their arrest ? 

Answer. Two of them had voted. Alfred Hart attempted 
'to vote on age ; his vote was disputed and he was seiit or went 
home for the family record ; and before he could get back to 
tjie polls he was arrested and did not get to vote. 

Question. Did the persons of whom you have fepoketi as having 
.gone into the woods, go through intimidation ? 

Answer. That is what they told me. 

Question. How long did they remain froni thelt homes ? 

Answer. About three days* 



4T 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers in Georgetown, on 
the day of the election, produce threat disturbance and annoyance in* 
the community there generally ? • 

Answer. Yes sir ; among the private portion of the citiiieus, 
the soldiers having been straggling about over the town. 

Question. Was there better order observed on the election day 
than you have generally seen heretofore ? 

Answer. It was pretty much the same during the time of 
voting. X 

Question. You were a candidate on the Democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question.' I ask you whether yon ever hettrd an intimation of a 
desire on the part of the Democratic party to interfere with the pollt 
at the last election, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you stated all that you know in reference to the 
interference of the military, on the 4th day of November last, with 
the election ? 

Answer. I think I have. 

Question. Who was in command of the soldiets around the polli^ 
at Georgetown that day ? 

Answer. I did not know until some time after the voting 
had gone on. I heard Judge Layton call William Ellegood, 
who did not seem to hear him at the first call ; he then called 
him "Marshal;" Mr. Ellegood then heard him. They had 
some private conversation. This was the first of my knowing 
who the Provost Marshal was. 

Qnestion. Did you understand that Mr. William Ellegood Was 
in command of the soldiers there ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I clid not understand so ; 1, of Course, 
presumed it. 

John Sorden. 

John B. Wingate, sworn aiid examiiled. * 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Wingate, were yoti eVer the beiai*er of a message 
to Col. Wallace, or any other persbti, rtequestihg him to come, or 
send the soldiers of his command, or any portion of them, into this 
State, on the 4th dAy of November last, or about that time ? 

Answer. I carried a letter to Col. Wallace. After he read 
the letter, he intimated to me what the purport of it was. 

Question. Who gave you the letter ? \ 
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Answer. I could not say. It ;was given to me at LauieL 
Some other person came to me and asked me if I had the letter. 
I said I had. He then said it was all right. 

Question. Who was this other person of wlwoi y^a speak t 

Answer. I think it was John L. Bacon. 

Question. Who is John L. Bacon ? 

Answer. He is a man living at Laurel, or near there. 

Question. Do you know whether he was the Provost Marshal at 
Laurel on election day ? 

Answer. I do not, of my own knowledge. 

Question. Wili you pleasa to state what Col. Wallace told you 
of the jrurport of the tetter wkieh you carried to him ? 

Answer. He reiftarked to me that it seemed, from the pur- 
port of the letter, that we were about to have trouble up in 
Delaware oa the electron day, and that he was requested to 
«ome up iato Delaware with what force he could, to protect the 
polls on election day. 

Question. Did you learn from him who was the author of that 
letter which yo« e«ii¥Jey«d to him ? 

Answer- I do laot think I did. 

Question. Have jqkl no idea; who was the author of the letter ? 
Answer. I have -an idiea. 

Question. Who do you suppose, fr<om all you know in regard to 
the letter, was the author ? 

Answer. I think it was Jacob Mo&re. 

Question. Why do you believe that Jacob Moore was tlie authoi. 
«f the letter ? 

Answer. 



Bacon. 

Question. 
Moore ? 



My impression is that I was told so by John 
Are you acquainted with the hand-writing of JiLcoh 



Answer. • I am not 

Question. Do you know Jacola Moore personaUy. 

Answer. I do, sir. 

Question. Was it not he who guve you that letl 

Answer, I could not say. 

Question. Were you charged particul 
iJeJi^erj of that letter ? 

Answer. Whoever gave ii to me 
person. 
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Question. Had their presence there, with drawn swords, as you 
have described, the effect to intimidate the voters there, or any por- 
tion of them ? *'• 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How many soldiery were in Georgetown that day, 
according to your best judgment ? 

Answer. I think, from the horses I 9aw, there must have 
been thirty or forty. 

Question. You state that there were persons in Georgetown 
intimidated by the presence of the soldiers. Do you know any of 
them? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question.^ Were any persons there so much intimidated as to 
be induced to leave the election ground ? 

Answ^er. Yes, sir. 

Question. Please state who they were ? 

Answ^er. Kendall Wingate, James Wingate, George Pepper, 
Alfred KoUock, myself. Coulter Hart, Button Hart, and Peter 
Pepper, who are all I remember. 

Question. Do you say that all these persons were induced by 
intimidation, on account of the presence of the soldiers, to leave the 
election ground sooner than they would Otherwise have done ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Where did they go ? 

Answer. To the swamp. 

Question. Did they all go together, or in different directions ? 

Answer. I believe they all did not start together, but we 
all, except two, got together that afternoon. 

Question. Do you know what became of those two ? 

Answer. I saw them running into the swamp. 

Question. Was it through fear of personal violence or injury 
firom the soldiers, in the way of being deprived of their liberties or 
any other way, that those persons were induced to leave the polls 
and go to the swamp ? 

Answer. It was through fear of being arrested, I believe. 

Question. Had any persons been arrested there that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Who had been arrested ? 

Answer. Alfred Hart, Oliver Greenly, and Peter Hart. 

Question. Do you know by whose order these arrests were made ? 

Answer. No, sir. 
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Qaestion. Do you know the politics of those persons you hare 
named as having been arrested, and also of those persons who w«re 
induced to leave the election grounds and go into the woods ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they were sound Democrats, — all of 
them. 

Question. Had they, or any of thera, been guilty of a breach of 
the peace, or any other act which would have justified their arrest? 

Answer. No, sir ; not that I heard of. 

Question. Were they inflaential and working-men of their party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we considered them the best working- 
men we had. 

Question. Do you know who was the Provost> Marshal at the 
polls in Georgetown that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. William Ellegood. 

Question. Is Mr. Ellegood an active and violent partizan ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is so considered, I believe. . 

Question. To what party does he belong ? 

Answer. To what they call the Eepublican party, I believe. 

Question. Did you notice him at or near the polls during tbe 
time you stayed that day ? 

Answer. I do not think I did ; I recollect having seen him 
there, but I did not take much notice of him. 

Question. Did you leave the election ground that day, from any 
intimation you had received that you would be likely to be arrested 
if you remained there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. From whom did you receive that intimation f 

Answer. From my brother and my son. 

Question. Was there any attempt subsequently made to arrest 
you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When, and by whom ? 

Answer. On the day of election. I started home as soon as 
I heard the news that they were going to arrest me. I got 
about three hundred yards of home and looked back and saw 
seven or eight soldiers, with Adolphus Swing ahead of thena, 
running their horses. I jumped into the ditch and remained 
there until I saw where they were going. I did not know 
whether they were going to my house or down into Dagsbo^ 
rough Hundred, until I saw them turn into our gate. J then 
started for the swamp. I looked around and saw two of them 
ride up through the yard ; one of them stqpped at the bed-room 
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door and the other at the cook-house door.* I could not see the 
others, as they were on the front side of the house. 

Question. Have yon sinee learned what thej said or did while 
there that morning ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Those who went up in front jumped off 
their horses, started into the house, Adolphus Ewing being 
ahead of them. My wife met them at the door and told them 
that Adolphus Ewing could not come in, that they were wel- 
come to come in. They inquired if Mr. Martin was at home ; 
she told them, no, sir. They said they were ordered by the 
commander to come out there to arrest him, and to do whatever 
Adolphus Ewing told them to do. My Vife told them that 
they were welcome to search the house ; they did so, went up 
stairs and searched every room above, she said, and below, 
went to the smoke-house, went to the insane apartments, and 
through the rooms of the poor, back to the house. My wife 
invited them in and asked them if they would take something 
to drink ; they said they would ; she then asked them to take 
some dinner; they said they would; she told them to take 
seats ; they said no ; they would stand up and eat. They ate 
their dinners and went into the sitting-room. The Lieutenant 
told my Wife that he did not want to arrest me ; that they had 
nothing against me ; that she must not think hard of them ; 
it was that damned rascal that stands at the gate who was the 
cause of their coming. Adolphus Ewing let my wife know he 
would have her arrested. The soldiers told him no ; that they 
did not come out there to arrest ladies. 

Question. You are the keeper of the alms-house in Sussex 
County, are you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How did you manage to elude the soldiers after you 
saw them pass you and ride up to your house ? 

Answer. I crawled down the ditch until I got to the 
swamp, about a quarter of a mile. I went into the swamp and 
remained there three days and nights. 

Question. Did you meet any other person out there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I met Kendall Wingate, James Wingate, 
George Pepper, Alfred Kollock, Peter Pepper, and a man by 
the name of James Murphey, I believe. Charles Dickerson 
and Eussell Dickerson, from Dagsborough Hundred, came to 
us. There were a dozen altogether. 

Question. I suppose yon established for yourselves a temporary 
place of abode, did you not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; after it came dark. 
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Question. What did you call jonr new home ? 

• Answer. Camp Martin. 

Question. Who is Adolphus Ewing, of whom you have spoken ? 

Answer. He keeps the hotel at Georgetown. 

Question. Do you know to what political party he belongs ? 

Answer. He belongs to the Eepublican partj. 

Question. Was he in any way related to any candidate or candi- 
dates on the Republican ticket in Sussex County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was son-in-law of the candidate for 
Sheriff on that ticket. 

Question. Were all you gentleman at ''Camp Martin," who had 
run away from the polls, through fear of being arrested, Democrats ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; we were all Democrats, and good ones, too. 

Peter Martijs-. 
On motion, • 
The Committee adjourned to 8 J o'clock to-morrow morning. 



Wednesday, February 4 — 8 J o'clock, A. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — ^Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch,- Slay, Waples, 
and Horsey. 

Thomas Pepper, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside f 
Answer. Near Georgetown, in Sussex County. 
Question. Did you vote on the last election day, and if so, where ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; at Georgetown. 

Question. Did yon observe anything unusual and different from 
what you had ever seen before, around the polls that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Soldiers were stationed on each side of 
the window, with drawn swords. 

Question. Did their presence, in^that position, produce great 
intimidation among any class of the voters at that place ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was any person arrested, or attempted to be arrested, 
tiiere that day f . ' 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Alfred Hart, Oliver Greenly, and Peter 
Hart^ Peter Hart was soon released. 
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Question. Do yon know whether any person was indaeed through 
intimidation to leave the election gronnd that day, earlier than 
nsnal ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; Kendall Wingate, James Wingate, James 
Murphy, Peter Pepper, George Pepper, Edward Smith, Alfred 
KoUock, Coulter Hart, and Dutton Hart. These are all I 
remember. 

Question. Were all those persons of whom you have spoken as 
having been arrested, and all those who, you say, were induced 
through intimidation to leave the election ground, members of one 
political party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they belonged to the Democratic party. 

Question. Were they active, working men in the party ? 

Answer. The greater part of them were, I believe. 

Question. Was their absence from the polls regarded by the 
members of the party generally, as a serious loss to them on that 
day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know who was the Provost Marshal at 
Georgetown on that day ? 

Answer. William Ellegood. 

Question. Is William Ellegood an active and violent partizau ? 

Answer. He is so considered, I believe. 

Question. To what political party does he belong ? 

Answer. To the Eepublican party. 

Question. Is George Pepper any relation of yours T 

Answer. Yes, sir; he is my son. 

Question. Do you know why he left the election ground that 
•day? 

Answer. He left througli fear of being arrested. 

Question. What caused that fear ? 

Answer. Some person, I do not now remember whon, 
came to me and told me that they were gcnng io arrest him, I 
sent a man to him to tell him to leave. 

Question. Had he been guilty of a breach of the peace or amj 
other act which ought to have Justified his arrest ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Where were you on Saturday previous to the election? 

Answer. In the afternoon I think I was at a political loeet- 
ing about two-miles below Georgetown. I was in Georgetown 
al«). 

Question. It has been said that there was a disturbanoe in 
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Gkorgetown, and it has been used as a pretext for bringing^^ soldlf rs 
into the State on election day. Do you know anything aboat thai 
disturbance ? 

Answer. I did not see much of it. 1 was standing leaning 
against the fence on the square with Jonathan Tonohay; peo- 
ple were driving around the square with their wagons ; one 
man had a flag in the wagon, which he dropped, brushing it 
over our heads ; two men then began to fight — Alfred KoUock 
and Joseph Tucker. Kollock was a Democrat, Tucker a Re- 
publican. I stood by them until they quit fighting. I believe 
this was about all I saw. 

Question. Do you recollect whether in lowering the flag, they 
knocked anybody's hat off ? 

Answer. I believe they did not. They came very near 
knocking mine off. 

Question. Was or was not the lowering, of the flag upon the 
beads of people as they passed along, the cause of the disturbance 
that day ? 

Answer. I think it was. 

Question. Was there any disposition or desire on the part of the 
persons there assembled ^to insult the flag of the country ? 

Answer, I do not think there was. 

Question. Do you say that, according to your best judgment, the 
whole of the disturbance was owing to the imprudent conduct of the 
persons in the wagon in lowering the flag upon the heads of persons 
as they passed around ? 

Answer. I think it was. 

Question. Do you know any person who was in that wagon T 

Answer. I cannot say that I do, as it was dark. 

Question. You do not know, then, who held that flag-staff t 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Was it understood then that persons in that' wagon 
were all of one pclitical party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was understood that they belonged to 
the Republican party. 

Thomas Pbppeb. 



John D. Rodney, 3worn mi ei^aminei 

By the Chairman : 

Qneistioa. Where do you reside J 

Answer. At Georgetown, ia Sasseat County. 
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Question. Where were jon on Satardaj prerions to tbe kurt 
general election ? 

Answer. I was at Laurel, and also at Georgetown. I left 
Georgetown about 11 J o'clock that night, and went to Milford. 

Qaestion. For what purpose did you go to Milford ? 

Answer. I went to have a consultation with some of our 
friends in regard to the election. 

Question. Did you go to Milford to have a consultation in refer- 
ence to bringing soldiers into this State J 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not. 

Question. Had you no conference in reference to that subject 
while in Milford ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I talked with several persons in refer- 
ence to that subject. 

Question. Please give their names f 

Answer. Joseph Truitt, James E. Lofland, Hiram W. Mc- 
Colley, William Lofland, of -Georgetown, the late Sheriff; 
Nathaniel B. Smithers, George P. Fisher, and several others. 

Question. Was it determined, so far as you gentlemen could 
effect it, that soldiers should be brought into the State on election 
day? 

Answer. It was not on that day. 

Question. Was this conference on Saturday or Sunday ? 

Answer. A part of it was on the Sabbath day. All the 
conversation I had with Mr: Smithers and Mr. Fisher was on 
Sunday. 

Question. Could jou have reached Milford before midnight after 
leaving Georgetown on Saturday night ? 

Answer. I reached there in about two hours, leaving 
Georgetown about 11 o'clock on Saturday night, which made 
my arrival at Milford after midnight. 

Question. In view of these facts, was not the entire conference 
of which you have spoken on the Sabbath day ? 

Answer. I have stated that it was. 

Question. Did you not understand definitely before you left Mil- 
ford that day, that soldiers were to be brought into the State on 
election day ? 

Answer. I understood it then and before. 

Question. When and from whom did you first receive informa- 
tion that soldiers were to be brought here J 

Answer. I cannot state positively in relation to that matter. 
The £rst idea I had of troops being brought into this State ou 
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election day, was some two weeks after the little election. In 
consequence of the disturbance at the polls on the day after 
little election at Georgetown Hundred and at Broad Creek 
Hundred, and in consequence of other violent conduct as re- 
ported, it was deemed advisable to ask the General Govern- 
ment to send us troops to preserve the peace on election day. 

Question. By whom was it deemed advisable ? 

Answer. I believe all the union men of the county with 
whom I consulted. I don't remember whether William Can- 
non was one of the men — he may have been. Jacob Moore 
was one, William Ellegood another, and men of that party 
generally. 

Question. What individuals in this county with whom you con- 
versed, desired it ? 

Answer. I would not like to say. 
Question. Was George P. Fisher one of them f 

Answer. He was. Nathaniel B. Smithers was one. I do 
not remember conversing with James E. Lofland. I remem- 
ber, on reflecting, that he was. Hiram W. McCoUey was an- 
other. I don't remember any other from Dover. There may 
have been, as I was in Dover about that time. I do not remem- 
ber that I conversed with Judge Harrington or Dr. Jump. 

Question. Did you consult and determine as to who should be 
the Provost Marshals of Sussex County ? 

Answer. I did not. I received a part of their commissions 
the night I left Milford. 

Question. Who gave you those commissions f 
Answer. James E. Lofland. 

Question. Name the persons for whom you received commis- 
sions ? 

Answer. For Broadkill Hundred, John C. Hazzard; for 
Lewes and Eehoboth Hundred, Labal L. Lyons ; Georgetown 
Hundred, William Ellegood ; Dagsborough Hundred, Nathaniel 
H. Philips; Broad Creek Hundred^ William H. Betts ; Balti- 
more Hundred, Samuel W. Lacey. 

Question. Were those commissions filled up at that time by per- 
sons in Milford, or were they filled up previously ? 

Answer. They were filled up when they came into my pos- 
edon ; I know not by whom. 

Question. What time in the day on Sunday did you reeeiye those 
cammissions ? 

Answer. A little after dark. 
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Question. Do you know whether Mr. Lofland, with other gen-* 
UemeD, had passed ap and down the railroad on that day ? 

Answer. I understood that he did. 

Question. Did you understand who passed np and down with 
him? 

Answer. Mr. Smithers and Mr. Fisher left Milford with 
him. 

Qnestion. Do I understand yon to say that it had been determined 
to bring soldiers into the State on election day ? 

Answer. It had been determined to ask the General Gov- 
ernment to send them. 

Question. Through what agency had it been determined to ask 
the General Government to send them ? 

Answer. I do not know that. 

Question. Do you know, or have you ever heard, who it was that 
did solicit the General Government to send soldiers into this State ? 

Answer. I do not know that I have ever heard, other than 
what I have already stated. 

Question. Was there no person appointed, to your knowledge, 
to make the request. 

Answer. None, to my knowledge. 

Question. Did you deliver, in person, the commissions to the 
Provost Marshals you have named ? 

Answer. I delivered one to John L. Hazzard and one to 
William EUegood ; the others I sent by special messengers. 

Question. Do you know the politics of the Provost Marshals 
you have named, and if so, what are they ? 

Answer. They are all men belonging to the Union party. 

J. D. EODNEY. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 

The Committee adjourned until 7J o'clock this evening. 



Same Day, 7 J o'clock, P.M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Cahall, Slay, Williams, 
Waples, and Horsey. 

William Cannon, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Qnestion. Mr. Cannon, where do yon reside 7 
Answer. At BridgeviUe. 
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Question. Are yon the present Governor of this State ? 
Answer. I am. 

Question. Were you a candidate for the oGBce you now hold 
previous to the last election, and elected on that day ? 

Answer. I was. 
Question. Where did you vote ? 
Answer. At Bridgeville. 

Question. Were there soldiers in the service of the United States 
in Bridgeville on that day ? 

Answer. There were cavalry there, but I did not ask them 
whether they were in the service or not. 

Question. Was it understood that they were in the service of the 
United States, or not ? 

Answer. It was so understood. 

Question. Was there a Provost Marshal at Bridgeville that day ? 

Answer. I believe there was. 

Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. Garrett S. Layton. 

Question. Is Mr. Layton in your employ ? 

Answer. He is a clerk in my store, but not employed by 
me on election day. 

Question. Do you know from whom he received his commission 
as Provost Marshal. 

Answer. I do. From Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 

Question. Do you know how that commission was conveyed to 
him ? 

Answer. I do not know that I do. 

Question. Do you know on what day it was conveyed to him ? 

Answer. I first saw it on Sunday night, I think. I do not 
know when it was conveyed. 

Question. Was it not, according to the best of your information, 
conveyed to him hy Thomas F. Hawkins, who came down the rail- 
road, on a hand car, on Sunday previous to the election ? 

Answer. Hawkins brought him a letter, as I was informed. 
I do not know more than that. 

Question. Did not Mr. Hawkins, on the same day, convey and 
deliver to you, or leave at your house, a letter for you ? 

Answer. I do not recollect of his leaving any letter for me, 
or his having any for me. 

Question. Do you know at whose solicitation troops were 
bronght into the State, to be here on the day of the last General 
Election ? 
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Answer. From facts and reasonable grounds of whicli I 
knew from responsible men in Baltimore and other Hundreds, 
that the secessionists in Maryland and Democrats in Delaware 
had threatened to take the polls in Baltimore and other Hun- 
dreds of Sussex County, and from the threatening of a man 
with an unlawful weapon at the little election in Broad Creek 
Hundred, that the Union men should not vote, induced me to 
write to Colonel Wallace, requesting him, if compatible with 
his official duty, to see that there was a fair election in Little 
Creek, Broad Creek, Dagsborough and Baltimore Hundreds, 
for I feared that there would be a conflict between the Union 
men and those who intended to prevent them from voting. 

Question. Will you state who were the responsible men in Balti- 
more and other Hundreds to whom you allude, and from whom you 
received the information, upon which you acted ? 

Answer. Their names are not on my mind now. I do not 
recollect their names. I had satisfactory information that Cur- 
tis W. Jacobs had threatened to come over from Maryland, and 
I believe he did come over on the 4th of November, to deter 
the Union men from voting on that day. I was informed that 
there were fifteen or twenty who did come over from Maryland 
on horseback for that purpose. 

Question. When did you receive the information that Curtis W, 
Jacobs intended to come, and did come over from Maryland for the 
purpose of preventing a fair election ? 

Answer. I think I was informed about the fifteenth of Oc- 
tober, and also about a week before the election, of his threaten- 
ing to come over. 

Question. Will you state from whom you received that informa- 
tion? 

Answer. The citizens of Baltimore Hundred. 

Question. Can you name any of them ? 

Answer. I do not like to answer certainly, as I might make 
a mistake. 

Question. Do you say that you do not recollect any single indi« 
vidual who gave you that information ? 

Answer. Not to name him. I am certain I was told by 
several. 

Question. Do you say that you cannot recollect any single indi- 
vidual who gave you that information, with sufficient accuracy to . 
name him J 

Answer. I cannot remember any one, with sufficient accu- 
racy to name him. 
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Question. Do you recollect what joar majority was in Baltimore 
Hundred at the last election ? 

Answer. Not exactly. I think it was about 230. 
Question. Was that about the average majority for the Union 
or Republican Ticket ? 

Answer. I think it was about that. It might have been a 
few votes over. 

Question. Do you know which party had a majority of election 
officers in that hundred at the last general election ? 

Answer. I was informed that the Union party had, but I 
could not tell who told me. 

Question. Do you know at whose solicitation General Wool, 
with his forces, or a portion of them, came into this State on the 
day previous to the last election, and were present at the polls on 
election day ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. What man was it, in Broad Creek tlundred, of whom 
you have spoken, as having acted badly and having threatened to 
prevent Union men from voting on the day of the little election ? 

Answer. I have forgotten the name. 

Question. Do you recollect about the number of votes polled 
in Baltimore Hundred on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I think it was between 400 and 500, 

Question. Do you know whether atiy person from this State ever 
went to Washington with the view of soliciting soldiers to be 
brought into this State on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Do you know whether any citizen of this State, being 
in Washington, did solicit soldiers in the service of the United 
States to be brought into this State, and to be present on the day 
of the last general election ? 

Answer. I solicited the Secretary of War to send troops to 
the places I have named in Sussex County, to see that there 
was a fair election, and to keep the peace, while I was on other 
business at Washington. 

Question. How long was this previous to the day of the last 
general election ? 

Answer. About two or three weeks. 

Question. Do you know whether any person other than your- 
self made the same request ? 

Answer. It is my impression that Mr. George P. Fisher 
made the same request. I do not remember any other person 
who made the request. 
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Answer. From facts and reasonable grounds of which I 
knew from responsible men in Baltimore and other Hundreds, 
that the secessionists in Maryland and Democrats in Delaware 
had threatened to take the polls in Baltimore and other Hun- 
dreds of Sussex County, and from the threatening of a man 
with an unlawful weapon at the little election in Broad Creek 
Hundred, that the Union men should not vote, induced me to 
write to Colonel Wallace, requesting him, if compatible with 
his official duty, to see that there was a fair election in Little 
Creek, Broad Creek, Dagsborough and Baltimore Hundreds, 
for I feared that there would be a conflict between the Union 
men and those who intended to prevent thein from voting. 

Question. Will you state who were the responsible men in Balti- 
more and other Hundreds to whom jou allude, and from whom you 
received the information, upon which you acted ? 

Answer. Their names are not on my mind now. I do not 
recollect their names. I had satisfactory information that Cur- 
tis W. Jacobs had threatened to come over from Maryland, and 
I believe he did come over on the 4:th of November, to deter 
the Union men from voting on that day. I was informed that 
there were fifteen or twenty who did come over from Maryland 
on horseback for that purpose. 

Qnestion. When did you receive the information that Curtis W. 
Jacobs intended to come, and did come over from Maryland for the 
purpose of preventing a fair election ? 

Answer. I think I was informed about the fifteenth of Oc- 
tober, and also about a week before the election, of his threaten- 
ing to come over. 

Question. Will you state from whom you received that informa- 
tion? 

Answer. The citizens of Baltimore Hundred. 

Question. Can you name any of them ? 

Answer. I do not like to answer certainly, as I might make 
a mistake. 

Question. Do you say that you do not recollect any single indi- 
vidual who gave you that information ? 

Answer. Not to name him. I am certain I was told by 
several. 

Question. Do you say that you cannot recollect any single indi- 
yidaal who gave you that information, with sufficient accuracy to i 
name him J 

Answer. I cannot remember any one, with sufficient i 
racy to name him. 
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Qaestion. Was George P. Fisher a candidate on the ticket with 

you for election last fall ? 

Answer, He was. 

Question. Was the instance which you have named the only time 
that you or any other person solicited the Secretary of War to send 
troops to be here on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I think I solicited him once before. Soon after 
the Inspectors election I was informed of a man being injured 
at Georgetown and at Milford, and was fearful that there would 
be trouble at the general election, if there was not a police 
force. 

Question. Were the two instances which you have named the 
only times when you or any other person, so far as you know, solici- 
ted United States forces to be sent into the State, and to be here 
on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I may have asked the Secretary of War more 
than twice. I do not now recollect. 

Question. Do you say that you do not know any person but 
George P. Fisher and yourself who ever made the request that 
troops should be in this State on the day of the last general elec- 
tion ? 

Answer. I do not now recollect any other person. 

Question. Did you at any time, or any other person, so far sm 
you know, ever write to the Secretary of War requesting him to 
send troops to be here on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I do not recollect of myself or any other person 
writing for that purpose. 

Question. Were you at any time, between the day of the last 
little election and the day of the last general election, present at a 
meeting in Dover, at which the subject of bringing troops into this 
State was discussed ? 

Answer. I do not recollect being at any meeting in Dover 
for that purpose. 

Question. Were you ever present, during the last campaign, at 
any meeting — I mean, not a meeting which convened upon call, but 
a meeting of several gentlemen together — in this State, or elsewhere, 
at which the subject of bringing troops into this State was dis- 
cussed ? 

Answer. I do not recollect any meeting. I was informed 
by various individuals of the necessity of troops being present 
to see that all sides should have a fair vote. 

Question. Will you state who those individuals were ? 

Answer. I think I recollect William H. Taylor. I think 
Samuel Lacey, of Baltimore Hundred, and John L. BaooQi in 
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Little (Dreek, were others. There is no other individual. on my 
mind. 

Question. Do you know where William H. Taylor lives ? 

Answer. I think in Mispillion Hundred. 

Question. Do you know whether he was the Provost Marshal in 
that Hundred, on the day of the last General Election ? 

Answer. I think I have been informed of that fact since 
the election. 

Question. Do yon know where John I/. Bacon resides ? 

Answer. I think he resides in Little Creek Hundred, in 
Sussex County. 

Question. Do you know whether he was the Provost Marshal in 
that Hundred on the day of the last General Election ? 

Answer. I have been so informed since the election. I did 
not know previous to the election. 

Question. Do you know where Samuel Lacey resides ? 

Answer. In Baltimore Hundred. 

Question. Do you know whether he was the Provost Marshal 
for Baltimore Hundred on the day of the last General Election ? 

Answer. I have been so informed. 

Question. Do you know of what political party William H. 
Taylor, John L. Bacon, and Samuel Lacey were members ? 

Answer. I think they are members of the Union party. 

Question. Do you say that you . solicited Colonel Wallace, by 
letter, to bring the troops under his command, or a part of them into 
this State, to be present on the day of the last General Election, and 
that you twice, and probably more frequently, solicited the Secretary 
of War to send troops into this State to be present on the same day, 
and that Mr. George P. Fisher made a similar request of the Secretary 
of War ? 

Answer. I wrote to Colonel Wallace on Saturday previous 
to the election, after I supposed that the Secretary of "War 
would not send any. I had previously solicited the Secretary 
of War to send troops, and supposed they would be here before 
that time ; but as they failed to come, I wrote to Wallace to 
send troops for the four hundreds I have mentioned. I think 
Mr. George P. Fisher made a similar request of ^ the Secretary 
of War. 

aiestion. Did you understand, at the time you wrote to Colonel 
ace, that the Secretary of War had refused or declined to send 
troops into this State ? 

Answer. I had received no recent information from him by 
letter or otherwise. 
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Question. When did you first receive definite iDformation thai 
the Secretary of War would, in compliance with your and Mr. Fisher's 
request, send troops into this State ? 

Answer. Not until I heard they were at Seaford. 

Question. Had you no intimation that they would be there until 
you heard of their arrival ? 

Answer. I did not know whether they would come, for we 
expected they would be there before. 

Question. Why did you expect they would have been there 
before ? 

Answer. We had assurances that the polls should be pro- 
tected, so that every man could vote. When I was at Wash- 
ington the Secretary of War said lie would send a police force 
to see that there was no riot. 

Question. Did this police force consist of infantry, cavalry, or 
artillery ? 

Answer. He did not say, and I did not ask him that I 
recollect. 

Question. Do you know what was the object of appointing Pro- 
vost Marshals for all the Hundreds of the two lower Counties of this 
State, where the soldiers were present ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Do you know whether Provost Marshals are the proj^er 
oflScers for the command of a police force ? 

Answer. I have not made myself familiar with their duties. 

Question. Do you know whether, previous to the last little 
election, all or most of the volunteer companies of the two lower 
Counties of this State, who were commanded by Democrats, had 
been deprived of their arms ? 

Answer. I never saw any of them muster. It was reported 
that all the volunteer companies had their arms taken from 
them without regard to party. 

Question. Do you not know, or was it not your understanding, 
that the volunteer companies commanded by Union men or Republi- 
cans, retained possession of their arms ? 

Answer. Not at the time the others were taken away, so far 
as I understood. 

Question. Do you not know, or was it not your understanding, 
that the volunteer companies commanded by Union men, or Republi- 
cans, had possession of their arms on the day of the little election 
and between that time* and the General Election ? 

Answer. I do not know of any. There may have been 
some in the County, but I do not recollect them. 
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The Chairman. Yoa have stated ^&at you requested Coloeel 
Wallace to send troops iato four Baodreds of Sussex Couuty, viz : 
Broad Creek Hundred, Baltimore Hundred, Dagsborough Hundred, 
and Little Creek Hundred. 

The Witness. Yes, sir; that is what I wrote ta him on 
Saturday previous to the election. 

Question. In the request you made to the Secretary of War to 
send troops, did you confine that request to thte lo«r Hundreds you 
have just named ? 

Answer. I did not designate the Hundreds. I left it to his 
own judgment, according to the best (^wtj recollection. 
By Mr. Cahall : 

Question. Do you know at whosesoKcitation, or by whose direc- 
tion, troops were sent into every Hundred of the two lower Counties^ 
except Little Creek Hundred, in Kent ; and Indian River Hundred,, 
in Sussex County. 

Answer. I do sot" know. 

Question. Do yow know why troops were not sent tp Indiana 
River Hundred, in Sussex County ; to Little Creek Hundred, in 
Kent County, or to any of the Hundreds in New Castle C'ounty. 

Answer. ' I do not know. 

Question. Do you know by what means the troops were conveyed 
from Seaford to the diflFerent Hundreds in Sussex and Kent Counties ? 

Answer. I do not know, but I might say it was reported 
that a part went on the 'railroad, and twenty cavalry came to 
Bridgeville and other parts of the County on their horses. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you know by what means the baggagie^ of the 
troops was conveyed from Seaford to Bridgeville, or tOt an^ other 
place in the County ? 

Answer. I believe I do not know. 

Question. Did you send your wagon to Seaford* to convey either 
the troops or their baggage to Bridgeville ? 

Answer. I sent my wagon to Seaford and it was placed at 
their disposal. It went empty and returned empty. 

Question. Do you know who proposed or recommended to the 
Secretary of War the persons to be appointed; Provost Marshals for 
the different Hundreds, in the two lower Counties of the State J 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know at whose expense the troops w^te^ s^t 
to this State, to be present on the day of the last general election? 

Answer. I suppose thej were employed and paid by the 
General Government. William Oannok 

B . 
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On motion of Mr. Wapl^, 



The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning at 8f 
o'clock. 



Thursday, February 5, ISdS— 8J o'clock, A. M. 

Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Williams, "Waples, and 
Horsey. 

The examination of William Canxox was resumed, lie 
being recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. You have stated that you sent your wagon to Seaford, 
to be at the service of the soldiers ; that it went empty and returned 
empty. On what day did your wagon return ? 

Answer. I sent it on Monday, the 3d of November, to Sea- 
ford, at the request of Colonel Wallace, to convey his troops or 
baggage to such points as he might direct; and it returned 
empty, to the best of my knowledge, on Monday evening. 

Question. Did you, or did you not, at the time or times you 
solicited the Secretary of War to send soldiers into this State, give 
him assurances, or say to him, that by the aid of the military the 
election in this State could be carried for the Union or Republican 
ticket ? 

Answer. I gave him the information that persons in various 
parts of the State, Democrats and Secessionists, had threatened 
to take the polls in various Hundreds in said State and prevent 
the Union men from voting that day ; that I was informed by 
Mr.N. B. Smithers, at the Union meeting at Laurel, that num- 
bers of persons hurrahed for Jeff. Davis, Stonewall Jackson, 
and Beauregard, and there were several fights bv the parties 
present during his speech there ; that I believed there could 
not be a fair vote of the people without protection at the polls, 
and that all I desired was a fair, honorable election, and that 
every man should vote who had a right to vote, and that 
nobody should prevent them ; and that I was aware that seve- 
ral Democrats and Secessionists at Bridgeville were armed and 
had been practising shooting with revolvers ; one told me that 
he could nit a dollar'; and that I had reason to believe they 
were armed in other parts of the State, and that without a 
police^force. there, would be very likely a collision between the 
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excited parties, I did not say to the Secretary of War that the 
election could be carried for the Union party by the aid of 
military. 

Question. Who are thej at Bridge?ille that you call Secessionists 
and say irere armed ? 

Answer. James "W". Hessey was one ; I believe that James 
B. Adams was armed, and that Hessey had bought various 
lots of revolvers, as I was credibly informed. 

Question. Will you please to name the persons for whom 
Hessey purchased the revolvers of which you have spoken ? 

Answer. I am not able to designate the persons. I think 
that Asa Dawson, at Bridgeville, could tell. 

Question. Do you not know that other persons, Union men and 
Republicans, in and around Bridgeville, had pistols and other arms 
in their possession ; also, whether your son, William L. Cannon, 
had not arms in his possession ? 

Answer. If any Union man or Republican was armed I do 
not know it ; neither had my son, William L. Cannon, arms in 
his possession, on that day, to my knowledge. 

Question. Do you not know that William O. Redden, previous 
to the time of his appointment as Colonel, was captain of a volun- 
teer company'at Bridgeville, and whether that company did not retain 
possession of their arms ? 

Answer. I did not recollect, last night, any company in the 
Hundred, but since then^ I recollect William O. Redden was 
captain of a Volunteer company called the Governor's Guards, 
which was voluntarily disbanded, by giving up their arms soon 
after he was appointed Colonel of the Third Delaware Regi- 
ment 

Question. To whom did they give up their 'arms ? 

Answer I do not recoiled There was some one appointed. 
I am not sure whether it was Richard Cannon or some other 
person. It was my impression it was he. Richard Cannon is 
a hall-brother of mine and a clerk in my store. The arms were 
stacked up, in my store, to be delivered over to the proper 
authorities. I believe those arms are in my store now. 

Question. Of what political party is Richard Cannon a membf^r J 

Anawer. He called himself a Douglas Democrat. I believe 
he voted a Union ticket last fall. 

Qdestton. l>o yon not know that Henry L. Hopkins, at Seaford^ . 
was a captain of a volnnteer company at that place, and that his 
companj retained postession of their arms until after the day of the 
last general election f 
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Question. Do you know whether Mr. Lofland, with other gen- 
tlemen, had passed up and down the railroad on that day ? 

Answer. I understood that he did. 

Question. Did you understand who passed up and down with 
him? 

Answer. Mr. Smithers and Mr. Fisher left Milford with 
him. 

Question. Do I understand you to say that it had heen determined 
to hring soldiers into the State on election day ? 

Answer. It had been determined to ask the General Gov- 
ernment to send them. 

Question. Through what agency had it been determined to ask 
the General Government to send them ? 

Answer. I do not know that. 

Question. Do you know, or have you ever heard, who it was that 
did solicit the General Government to send soldiers into this State ? 

Answer. I do not know that I have ever heard, other than 
what I have already stated. 

Question. Was there no person appointed, to your knowledge, 
to make the request. 

Answer. None, to my knowledge. 

Question. Did you deliver, in person, the commissions to the 
Provost Marshals you have named ? 

Answer. I delivered one to John L. Hazzard and one to 
William EUegood ; the others I sent by special messengers. 

Question. Do you know the politics of the Provost Marshals 
you have named, and if so, what are they ? 

Answer. They are all men belonging to the Union party. 

J. D. EODISEY. 
On motion of Mr. Williams, 
The Committee adjourned until 7J o'clock this evening. 



. Same Day, 7 J o'clock, P.M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Cahall, Slay, WiUiams, 
Waiples, and Horsey. 

William Cannon*, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Mr. Gannon, where do you residie ? 
Answer. At Bridgeville. 
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Qaestion. Are yon the present Goyernor of this State ? 
Answer. I am. 

Question. Were you a candidate for the office you now hold 
previous to the last election, and elected on that day ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. Where did you vote ? 

Answer. At Bridgeville. 

Question. Were there soldiers in the service of the United States 
in Bridgeville on that day ? 

Answer. There were cavalry there, but I did not ask them 
whether they were in the service or not. 

Question. Was it understood that they were in the service of the 
United States, or not ? 

Answer. It was so understood. 

Question. Was there a Provost Marshal at Bridgeville that day ? 

Answer. I believe there was. 

Question. Who was he ? 

Answer. Garrett S. Layton. 

Questifen. Is Mr. Layton in your employ ? 

Answer. He is a clerk in my store, but not employed by 
me on election day. 

Question. Do you know from whom he received his commission 
as Provost Marshal. 

Answer. I do. From Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 

Question. Do you know how that commission was conveyed to 
him ? 

Answer. I do not know that I do. 

Question. Do you know on what day it was conveyed to him ? 

Answer. I first saw it on Sunday night, I think. I do not 
know when it was conveyed. 

Question. Was it not, according to the best of your information, 
conveyed to him by Thomas F. Hawkins, who came down the rail- 
road, on a hand car, on Sunday previous to the election ? 

Answer. Hawkins brought him a letter, as I was informed. 
I do not know more than that. 

Question. Did not Mr. Hawkins, on the same day, convey and 
deliver to you, or leave at your house, a letter for you ? 

Answer. I do nofc recollect of his leaving any letter for me, 
or his having any for me. 

Question. Do you know at whose solicitation troops were 
brought into the State, to be here on the day of the last General 
Election J 
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Answer. From facts and reasonable grounds of which I 
knew from responsible men in Baltimore and other Hundreds, 
that the secessionists in Maryland and Derdocrats in Delaware 
had threatened to take the polls in Baltimore and other Hun- 
dreds of Sussex County, and from the threatening of a man 
with an unlawful weapon at the little election in Broad Creek 
Hundred, that the Union men should not vote, induced me to 
write to Colonel Wallace, requesting him, if compatible with 
his official duty, to see that there was a fair election in Little 
Creek, Broad Creek, Dagsborough and Baltimore Hundreds, 
for I feared that there would be a conflict between the Union 
men and those who intended to prevent thein from voting. 

Question. Will you state who were the responsible men in Balti- 
more and other Hundreds to whom you allude, and from whom you 
received the information, upon which you acted ? 

Answer. Their names are not on my mind now. I do not 
recollect their names. I had satisfactory information that Cur- 
tis W. Jacobs had threatened to come over from Maryland, and 
I believe he did come over on the 4th of November, to deter 
the Union men from voting on that day. I was informed that 
there were fifteen or twenty who did come over from Maryland 
on horseback for that purpose. 

Question. When did you receive the information that Curtis W. 
Jacobs intended to come, and did come over from Maryland for the 
purpose of preventing a fair election ? 

Answer. I think I was informed about the fifteenth of Oc- 
tober, and also about a week before the election, of his threaten- 
ing to come over. 

Question. Will you state from whom you received that informa- 
tion ? 

Answer. The citizens of Baltimore Hundred. 

Question. Can you name any of them ? 

Answer. I do not like to answer certainly, as I might make 
a mistake. 

Question. Do you say that you do not recollect any single indi- 
vidual who gave you that information ? 

Answer. Not to name him. I am certain I was told by 
several. 

Question. Do yon say that yon cannot recollect any jingle indi- 
vidual who gave you that information, with sufficient accuracy to 
name him J 

Answer. I cannot remember any one, with sufficient accu- 
racy to name him. 
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Question. Do you recollect what your majority was in Baltimore 
Hundred at the last election ? 

Answer. Not exactly. I think it was about 230. 
Question. Was that about the average majority for the Union 
or Republican Ticket ? 

Answer. I think it was about that. It might have been a 
few votes over. 

Question. Do yon know which party had a majority of election 
officers in that hundred at the last general election ? 

Answer. I was informed that the Union party had, but I 
could not tell who told me. 

Question. Do you know at whose solicitation General Wool, 
with his forces, or a portion of them, came into this State on the 
day previous to the last election, and were present at the polls on 
election day ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. What man was it, in Broad Creek tlundred, of whom 
you have spoken, as having acted badly and having threatened to 
prevent Union men from voting on the day of the little election ? 

Answer. I have forgotten the name. 

Question. Do you recollect about the number of votes polled 
in Baltimore Hundred on the day of the last generar election ? 

Answer. I think it was between 400 and 500. 

Question. Do you know whether atiy person from this State ever 
went to Washington with the view of soliciting soldiers to be 
brought into this State on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Do you know whether any citizen of this State, being 
in Washington, did solicit soldiers in the service of the United 
States to be brought into this State, and to be present on the day 
of the last general election ? 

Answer. I solicited the Secretary of War to send troops to 
the places I have named in Sussex County, to see that there 
was a fair election, and to keep the peace, while I was on other 
business at Washington. 

Question. How long was this previous to the day of the last 
general election ? 

Answer. About two or three weeks. 

Question. Do you know whether any person other than your- 
self made the same request ? 

Answer. It is my impression that Mr. George P. Fisher 
made the same request. I do not remember any other person 
who made the request 
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Question. Was George P. Fisher a candidate on the ticket with 
you for election last fall ? 

Answer. He was. 

Question. Was the instance which you have named the only time 
that you or any other person solicited the Secretary of War to send 
troops to be here on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I think I solicited him once before. Soon after 
the Inspectors election I was informed of a man being injured 
at Georgetown and at Milford, and was fearful that there would 
be trouble at the general election, if there was not a police 
force. 

Question. Were the two instances which you have named the 
only times when you or any other person, so far as you know, solici- 
ted United States forces to be sent into the State, and to be here 
on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I may have asked the Secretary of War more 
than twice. I do not now recollect. 

Question. Do you say that you do not know any person but 
George P. Fisher find yourself who ever made the request that 
troops should be in this State on the day of the last general elec- 
tion ? 

Answer. I do not now recollect any other person. 

Question. Did you at any time, or any other person, so far as 
you know, ever write to the Secretary of War requesting him to 
send troops to be here on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I do not recollect of myself or any other person 
writing for that purpose. 

Question. Were you at any time, between the day of the last 
little election and the day of the last general election, present at a 
meeting in Dover, at which the subject of bringing troops into this 
State was discussed ? 

Answer. I do not recollect being at any meeting in Dover 
for that purpose. 

Question. Were you ever present, during the last campaign, at 
any meeting — I mean, not a meeting which convened upon call, but 
a meeting of several gentlemen together — ^in this State, or elsewhere, 
at which the subject of bringing troops into this State was dis- 
cussed ? 

Answer. I do not recollect any meeting. I was informed 
by various individuals of the necessity of troops being present 
to see that all sides should have a fair vote. 

Question. Will you state who those individuals were ? 

Answer. I think I recollect William H. Taylor. I think 
Samuel Lacey, of Baltimore Hundred, and John L. Baooii> in 
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Liltle CJreek, were others. There is no other individual. on my 
mind. 

Question. Do you know where William H. Taylor lives ? 

Answer. I think in Mispillion Hundred. 

Question. Do you know whether he was the Provost Marshal in 
that Hundred, on the day of the last General Election ? 

Answer. I think I have been informed of that fact since 
the election. 

Question. Do you know where John L. Bacon resides ? 

Answer. I think he resides in Little Creek Hundred, in 
Sussex County. 

Question. Do you know whether he was the Provost Marshal in 
that Hundred on the day of the last General Election ? 

Answer. I have been so informed since the election. I did 
not know previous to the election. 

Question. Do you know where Samuel Lacey resides ? 

Answer. In Baltimore Hundred. 

Question. Do you know whether he was the Provost Marshal 
for Baltimore Hundred on the day of the last General Election ? 

Answer. I have been so informed. 

Question. Do you know of what political party William H. 
Taylor, John L. Bacon, and Samuel Lacey were members ? 

Answer. I think they are members of the Union party. 

Question. Do you say that you . solicited Colonel Wallace, by 
letter, to bring the troops under his command, or a part of them into 
this State, to be present on the day of the last General Election, and 
that you twice, and probably more frequently, solicited the Secretary 
of War to send troops into this State to be present on the same day, 
and that Mr. George P. Fisher made a similar request of the Secretary 
of War ? 

Answer. I wrote to Colonel Wallace on Saturday previous 
to the election, after I supposed that the Secretary of War 
would not sehd any. I had previously solicited the Secretary 
of War to send troops, and supposed they would be here* before 
that time ; but as they failed to come, I wrote to Wallace to 
send troops for the four hundreds I have mentioned. I think 
Mr. George P. Fisher made a similar request of ^ the Secretary 
of War. 

SuestioD. Did you understand, at the time you wrote to Colonel 
lace, that the Secretary of War had refused or declined to send 
troops into this State ? 

Answer. I had received no recent information from him by 
letter or otherwise. 
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Question. When did you first receive definite iDformatfon thai 
the Secretary of War would, in compliance with your and Mr. Fisher's 
request, send troops into this State ? 

Answer. Not until I heard they were at Seaford. 
Question. Had you no intimation that they would be there nntil 
you heard of their arrival ? 

Answer. I did not know whether they would come, for we 
expected they would be there before. 

Question. Why did you expect they would have been there 
before ? 

Answer. We had assurances that the polls should he pro- 
tected, so that every man could vote. When I was at Wash- 
ington the Secretary of War said lie would send a police force 
to see that there was no riot. 

Question. Did this police force consist of infantry, cavalry, or 
artillery ? 

Answer. He did not say, and I did not ask him that I 
recollect. 

Question. Do you know what was the object of appointing Pro- 
vost Marshals for all the Hundreds of the two lower Counties of this 
State, where the soldiers were present ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Do you know whether Provost Marshals are the projier 
oflScers for the command of a police force ? 

Answer. I have not made myself familiar with their duties. 

Question. Do you know whether, previous to the last little 
election, all or most of the volunteer companies of the two lower 
Counties of this State, who were commanded by Democrats, had 
been deprived of their arms ? 

Answer. I never saw any of them muster. It was reported 
that all the volunteer companies had their arms taken from 
them without regard to party. 

Question. Do you not know, or was it not your understanding, 
that the volunteer companies commanded by Union men or Republi- 
cans, retained possession of their arms ? 

Answer. Not at the time the others were taken away, so far 
as I understood. 

Question. Do you not know, or was it not your understanding, 
that the volunteer companies commanded by Union men, or Republi- 
cans, had possession of their arms on the day of the little ehction 
and between that time*and the General Election ? 

Answer. I do not know of any. There may have been 
some in the County, but I do not recollect them. 
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The Chairman. Yoa have stated ^&at yoa requested Coloeel 
Wallace to send troops into four Bnndreds of Sussex County, viz : 
Broad Creek Hundred, Baltimore Hundred, Dagsborough Hundred, 
and Little Creek Hundred. 

The Witness. Yes, sir; that is what I wrote ta him on 
Saturday previous to the election. 

Question. In the request you made to the Secretary of War to 
send troops, did you contine that request to the lovr Hundreds you 
have just named ? 

Answer. I did not designate the Hundreds. I left it to his 
own judgment, according to the best otmj recollection. 
By Mr. Cahall : 

Question. Do you know at whosesoKcitation, or by whose direc- 
tion, troops were sent into every Hundred of the two lower Counties^ 
except Little Creek Hundred, in Kent; and Indian River Hundred^ 
in Sussex County. 

Answer. I do r»ot know. 

Question. Do yow know why troops were not sent tp Indiana 
River Hundred, in Sussex County ; to Little Creek Hundred, in 
Kent County, or to any of the Hundreds in New Castle County. 

Answer. ' I do not know. 

Question. Do you know by what means the troo|»8 were conveyed 
from Seaford to the diflFerent Hundreds in Sussex and Kent Counties ? 

Answer. I do not know, but I might say it was reported 
that a part went on the 'railroad, and twenty cavalry came to^ 
Bridgeville and other parts of the County on their horses. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you know by what means the baggage^ of the* 
troops was conveyed from Seaford to Bridgeville, or to« any other 
place in the County ? 

Answer. I believe I do not know. 

Question. Did you send your wagon to Seaford* to convey either 
the troops or their baggage to Bridgeville ? 

Answer. I sent my wagon to Seaford and it was placed at 
their disposal. It went empty and returned empty. 

Question. Do you know who proposed or recommended to the 
Secretary of War the persons to be appointed; Provost Marshals for 
the different Hundreds, in the two lower Counties of the State ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know at whose expense the troops wete^ s^t 
to this State, to be present on the day of the last general election.? 

Answer. I suppose thej were employed and paid by the 
General Government. William Oannok 

B . 
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On motion of Mr. Wapl^, 



The Committee adjourned until to-morroW morning at 8| 
o'clock. 



Thursday, February 5, 18^3— 8J o'clock, A. M. 

Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Williams, Waples, and 
Horsey. 

The examination of William Canxox was resumed, he 
being recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. You have stated that you sent your wagon to Seaford, 
to be at the service of the soldiers ; that it went empty and returned 
empty. On what day did your wagon return ? 

Answer. I sent it on Monday, the 3d of jSTovcmber, to Sea- 
ford, at the request of Colonel Wallace, to convey his troopa or 
baggage to such points as he might direct; and it returned 
empty, to the best of my knowledge, on Monday evening. 

Question. Did you, or did you not, at the time or times you 
solicited the Secretary of War to send soldiers into this State, give 
him assurances, or say to him, that by the aid of the military the 
election in this State could be carried for the Union or Republican 
ticket ? 

Answer. I gave him the information that persons in various 
parts of the State, Democrats and Secessionists, had threatened 
to take the polls in various Hundreds in said State and prevent 
the Union men from voting that day ; that I was informed by 
Mr.N. B. Smithers, at the Union meeting at Laurel, that num- 
bers of persons hurrahed for Jeff. Davis, Stonewall JacksOn, 
and Beauregard, and there were several fights bv the parties 
present durmg his speech there ; that I believed there could 
not be a fair vote of the people without protection at the polls, 
and that all I desired was a fair, honorable election, and thsX 
every man should vote who had a right to vote, and that 
nobody should prevent them ; and that I was aware that seve- 
ral Democrats and Secessionists at Bridgeville were armed and 
had been practising shooting with revolvers; one told me that 
he could nit a dollar"; and that I had reason to believe they 
were armed in other parts of the State, and that without a 
police forca there would be very likely a collision between the 



excited parties, I did not say to the Secretary of War that the 
election could be carried for the Union party by the aid of 
military. 

Qaestion. Who are thej at Bridge?ille that you call Secessionists 
and say irere armed ? 

Answer. James "W". Hessey was one ; I believe that James 
B. Adams was armed, and that Hessey had bought various 
lots of revolvers, as I was credibly informed. 

Qnestion. Will yon please to name the persons for whom 
Hessey purchased the revolvers of which you have spoken ? 

Answer. I am not able to designate the persons. I think 
that Asa Dawson, at Bridgeville, could tell. 

Qnestion. Do you not know that other persons, Union men and 
Republicans, in and around Bridgeville, had pistols and other arms 
in their possession ; also, whether your son, William L. Cannon, 
had not arms in his possession f 

Answer. If any Union man or Republican was armed I do 
not know it ; neither had my son, William L. Cannon, arms in 
his possession, on that day, to my knowledge. , 

Question. Do you not know that William O. Redden, previous 
to the time of his appointment as Colonel, was captain of a volun- 
teer company'at Bridgeville, and whether that company did not retain 
possession of their arms ? 

Answer. I did not recollect, last night, any company in the 
Hundred, but since then^ I recollect William O. Redden was 
captain of a Volunteer company called the Governor's Guards, 
which was voluntarily disbanded, by giving up their arms soon 
after he was appointed Colonel of the Third Delaware Regi- 
ment 

Question. To whom did they give up their 'arms ? 

Answer. I do not recollect. There was some one appointed. 
I am not sure whether it was Richard Cannon or some other 
person. It was my impression it was he. Richard Cannon is 
a hall-brother of mine and a clerk in my store. The arms were 
stacked up. in my store, to be delivered over to the proper 
authorities. I believe those arms are in my store now. 

Question. Of what political party is Richard Cannon a member ? 

Anawer. He called himself a Douglas Democrat. I believe 
he voted a Union ticket last fall. 

Question, lyo you not know that Henry L. Hopkins, at Seaford, 
was a captain of a volunteer company at that place, and that his 
compaiij retained postession of their arms until after the day of the 
last general election r ■ 
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Answer. I nndeFBtood he was. a captain of a company at 
Seaford ncfarly two year& ago^ and have not heard of their drill- 
ing for over a year, aa3^ supposed that they had disbanded also. 

Question. Do you iM)>t k»«« ti«l tbej held a celebration on the 
4th day of Jnly last at Brown's woods, and paraded with their arms 
on that occasioft ? 

Answer* I do not ; mad if I hdTO been so informed, it is 
entirely off my mind. 

Qaestion. Yon hav«p stated that jevk ftpplied to the Secretary of 
War and to Colonel Wallace for soldiers to be sent into this State 
on the day of the last geaeral electioa. I ask you if you do not 
know, if soldiers were necessary to be present in this State to preserve 
the public peace at a time when the Legislature was not in session 
and could not be convened, that the Exeeutfre of the State was the 
proper channel through which to apply to the General Government 
fbr military protection ? 

Answer. I do not ; and if I had, I would have applied to 
hims, and failing there, I wonld hare applied as I did. 

Question. Dto yon taow, directly or indirectly, at whose instance 
the arras in the arsen«l of the State were removed from the arsenal ? 

Answer. I do not know, by report, or otherwise. I have 
no knowledge who gave the order. 

Question. Bo you not know that Mr. Hessey, of whom you have 
spoken as having purchased revolvers for persons in and around 
Bridgeville«, had left the State before the Httle election, and did not 
return until just befwre the general eleclioa ? 

Answer; My impression was that he was at the little elec- 
tion and lefb, and it was reported that ho had taken three diflfer- 
eni carriage Joads of men for the So^hern army, and that he 
returned to Bridge ville and the -neighborhood at different times 
between the little and general electifOo. 

Question. Bid yott understand that he went over to the Southern 
army in his carnage ? 

Answer. I understood that he went at night over into 
Maryland with men for the Southern army. 

Question. Who informed you that he* went over into Maryland, 
in the night, with men fop the Southern amy. 

Answer.. It was< the common report. 

Question. .Can you not recolkot MMf Indiiidaatl who- gave jou 
that information ? . : . . 

Answer. I eaninot name* the individual^ but .Ij believe, that 
Heary Hitch and John D^ DiLwortt ^ould nfime tfeem. 

Question. Do> yen mean to.si^ that either Henry Hitch or John 
D. iHlworth ever gave you such information ? . 
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tell me. 

Qaestios. Do yoa not know, or have yoiiiK)t understood, that 
Mr. Hesseyieft that neighborh^^d^ and kept out of the wai'^ through 
leur of ber>i^^ arrested ? 

Answer. Such was the report. 

Qaestion. I ask you whether your belief tbirt Mr. Hitch and 
Mr. Dil worth knew of Heusey^s going over into Maryland with men 
for the Southern amy is founded upon any definite informaUon, or 
upon mere rumor ? 

Answer, I believe it is founded upon facts. 

Question. Will you sttfte Uie ft«ts 7 

Answer. I am not in possession of the fitcts. I believe that 
Mr. Dilworth, said that his son, Bobert G. Dilworlh, went to 
the Southern army without his consent. 

Question. Did he say that Hesscy carried his son 2 

Answer. He did not say who took hiai. 

Question. You have stated that one reason for yonr application 
to the Secretary of War for troops to be sent iato this State, was 
fopnded upon representations made to you by Nathaniel B. Smithers, 
of disturbances which occurred at a poblie meeting at Laurel. I 
desire to know when it was that Mr. Smithers told you this? 

Answer. Soon after the first meeting we held at Laurel <m 
Saturday. 

Question. How long after that meeting was it that Mr. Smithers 
gave you this information ? 

Answer. A few days. 

Question. Had you not applied to the War Department for 
troops to be sent into this State previiMis ta receiving that informa> 
tion from Mr. Smithers ? 

Answer. It is likely I had, previously amd afterwards. 

William Cannon. 

William Ellegood, swx>rn and examined 
' By the Chairman : 

Question. Were you the Provost Marshal in Georgetown Hua- 
dred on the 4lay of the last general election J 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. From whom and when did you receiye your commis- 
Bion as Provost Marshal i 

Answer. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. My com- 
mission was dated the let day of November; it was received 
on the 2d day of November 



• Qnestiott. When did yon reeeiTe the first inforBiatioD thtt yon 
were to be appointed Prorost Marshal ? 
Answer. When I receired the commission. ' 
Qaesti<5n. Do you know now at whose instance Provost Mar- 
shals were appointed in the different hundreds in the two lower 
counties in this State ? 

Ansfwer. I dljp not, sir. 

Question. Are you familiar with the handwriting in which your 
commission was filled np? 

Answer. I am not 

Question. As Provost Marshal had you command of the troops 
or soldiers that were stationed at Georgetown ? 

Answer. Under the instructions issued from General Wool 
to Captain Sneed to proceed to Georgetown with a squad of 
forty men in his command under the charge of the rrovost 
Marshal, to perform such duties as he might require, using no 
coercion or intimidation, taking nothing from the citizens unless 
voluntarily given or paid for. 

Question. Had you charge of the troops under those instruc- 
tion? 

Answer. I had. At the time they arrived at Georgetown, 
I was in bed. I had nothing to do with the troops and gave 
no command until an hour after the election had opened. 

Question. Did you, at any time that day, place any portion of 
the troops under your command in charge of the window at which 
the votes were taken ? 

Answer. I found two soldiers at the window before I gave 
any command at all. At that time the voting had com- 
menced and continued, I suppose, half an hour. The window 
was very much crowded — every prospect of disturbance. I 
was asked by some of the D^nocrats to clear the window, to 
put soldiers on each side, so as to leave an open space for the 
voters to pass through. Then I ordered it to be done, and 
more soldiers to b^ brought, leaying ^ space in front of the 
window, on each side, for the two opposite parties to place a 
a man of their own choice to challenge votes at the window, 
assuring them several times during the day, tod at all times 
when called upon, that every man gftiould vote his sentiments 
without regard to party so far as was in 6)y power, and that 
promise was carried out to a ktter. 

Question. Did the soldiers placed at the window stand In posi- 
tion with drawn swords or sabres ? 

Answer. Their swords were unsheathed, I believe, with 
points down by their sides, except two who were at the ea- 



91 

:fcrance of the passage with crossed awords. Wliea a voter ^aine 
to vote, the swords were raised for him to peas through. 

Question. As Profost Marshal tbat day, did yon order tke ar- 
rest of any citizens in that hundred ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. As Provost Marshal did you order a squad of soldiers, 
headed by Adolphus Ewing, to proceed to the Almshouse and arrest 
Mr. Peter Martin, the keeper thereof? 

Answer. No, sir ; and no squad went for such purposa 

Question. For what purpose did they go ? 

Answer. It was reported that Aaron Dodd, who had always 
voted against the Democrats, and was a strong Union man, and 
is yet, was kidnapped or cooped, and debarred of his privilege 
of coming to the election, and he was then believed to be at 
the Almshouse. This squad of soldiers were sent to tJie Alms- 
house to bring him, if found, to Georgetown ; turn him out on 
the square, let him come to the polls and vote as he pleased. 
Mr. Ewing was requested to show these men, being strangers, 
and not knowing where the Almshouse was, with positive in- 
structions not to arrest Mr, Martin, or to interfere with him 
in any way. 

Question. Bid they find Mr. Dodd at the Almshouse ? 

Answer. They did not. 

Question. Who was the person that had represented that Mr. 
Dodd was in the Almshouse ? 

Answer. Peter Dodd, the brother of this Mr. Dodd, believed 
it. He had no positive proof. 

Question. Who were admitted into the room which General 
Wool made his headquarters at the hotel of John Coulborn, at Sea- 
ford, on Monday preceding the election ? 

Answer. None that I know except the officers under his 
command, John L. Coulborn, the proprietor of the house and 
a Democrat, and the Provost Marshals: Jesse P. Conoway, 
from Nanticoke Hundred ; North West Fork Hundred, Gar- 
ret S. Layton ; Broad Creek Hundred, William H. Betts ; Little 
Creek Hundred, John L. Bacon; Dagsborough Hundred, Na- 
thaniel H. Phillips ; Baltimore Hundred, Samuel W. Lacey ; 
Lewes and Eehoboth Hundred, Labal L. Lyons ; Broadkiln 
Hundred, John C. Hazzard- Georgetown Hundred, myself; 
from Seaford, Ehodes Hazzard, and, as I hear, Alfred E. Hall, 
from Cedar Creek Hundred. 

Question. Do you know to what political party these men belong ? 

Answer. I believe they all belonged to the Union party. 

William Ellbgood. 
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Tbo examination of Joseph P. H. Sbiplsy was resumed, 
he baying been recalled. 

<^Qe8iioa< Do yoa knew of the exlMtenoe of A volunteer companj 
at Seaford ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestlon. Who was its conramnder ? 

Answer. Hewry L. Hopkins. ^ 

Question. Do you know whether Henry L. Hopkins' company 
had possession of their iettm at the tiitie of the last general election, 
and still retain possession of tl\em ? 

Answer. They bad at that time, and still retain .possession. 

Question. Do you know to what political party Henry L. Hop- 
kins belonfi:ed ? 

Answer. He belonged to the Union party ; to wbat I term 
the Republican party. 

Question. Do yoti know whether the members of his company 
•generally bebtj^ed to the same party ? 

Answer. They do, sir. 

Question. Do you know of the existence of another volunteer 
company at Seaford, previous to the last general election ? 

Answer. There was one some time previous. 

Question. By whom was that company commanded ? 

Answer. By Captain E. L. Martin. 

Question. To what political party did Captain E. L. Martin 
belong ? 

Answer. ^ He belonged to the Democratic party. 

Question. Had Captain E. L. Martin's company possession of 
their arms at the time of the last general election, and do they still 
retain possession of them ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they were deprived of tbem some time, 
at least six months, before tbe election. 

Question. By whom, and under whose authority, were they 
deprived of their arms ? 

Answer. By a company of United States soldiers, acting 
under tbe autJiority of General Lockwood. 

Jos. P. H. Shiplby. 

On motion, 

Tbe Committee adjourned until 7 o'clock this evening. 
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Samk^ Dat^ 7 o'clock, P. If. 

The CoThmittee met pursuant to ad/purtimeiit 

Present — Messrs. SaulsBury, Hitcb, Slay, Williams, Waples^ 
and Horaces 

WiLLiJtic P. Jones, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman ; 
Question. Were you the late Sheriff of fittssea County ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Where do you reside f 
Answer. I reside in Georgetown, Sussex County^ 
Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election, 
and if so, > here ? 

Answer. I did, at the Sheriffs ofSoo, in Q-eorgetown. 

Question. Bid you observe anything^ unusua! and different from 
what you have ever seen before, abont the poSs tlmt day ? . 

Answer. Nothing, except that soldiers were there — some- 
thing which I never saw before that day. 

Question. How were the soldiers stationed in reference to the 
polls ? 

Answer. In the morning, I believe, there were two stationed 
there at first on each side of the window ; in a short time after- 
wards there were some ten or fifteen more placed in front of 
the window, and divided so as to make an entrance to the win- 
dow, the outermost ones with drawn swords; there was one on 
horseback with a drawn sword, passing backward and forward 
near the entrance. 

Question. Was the position of the soldiers with drawn swords 
calculated to produce great intimidation among the voters there that 
day ? 

Answer. I think their presence, with their swords, did. 

Question. Was the intimidation produced so great as to induce 
a number of the active and influential Democrats to leave the election 
ground earlier than usual ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so ; I may say I know it. 
Question. Were any arrests made there that day by the soldiers ? 
Answer. Yes, sir ; three that I know of. 
Question. Do you know whether they had all voted before they 
were arrested ? 

Answer. I think one of them had; I think the others did 
not vote at all 



.^e«tioD* Are jtom 'tot "90 .active and prominent Democrat in 
jour coantj, knowing all the principal plans and purposes of Hhe 
party ? 

Answer. I believe I generallj know what is going on. 

Question. Have 70a ever heard an intimation of anj plan or pur- 
pose on the part of the Democratic party to interfere with the polls 
so as to prevent a fair election on the day of the last general elec- 
tion ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. If there had been any «uch desire or purpose, from 
your position in the party, would you not have certainly known it ? 

Answer, I tbink I sbould. 

Question. To what political party did the persons you have 
named as having been arrested, and also ihe persons who were in- 
duced to leave the election ground, belong ? 

Answer, To tbe Democratic party. 

Question. Were they active working-men of the party ? 

Answer. I think they were. 

Question. Do you know upon whose order the arrests were made 
there that day ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know who made the arrests ? 

Answer. I saw tbem in cbarge of the soldiers. 

Question. Do you know where they were confined after they 
were arrested ? 

Answer. They were first carried to Mr. Ewings' hotel, I 
Ihink. Then the Captain came to me to know if I would not 
receive them in jail. I was the keeper of the jail, and lived in 
it. I told him that I did not believe we had room for them 
without changing some of the prisoners who were there. He 
*told me that I must go with him to the prison, that he might 
see whether there was not room for them, and did so. I 
changed some of the prisoners so as to let them have the room; 
twa of the airested parties were brought by a file of men to 
tbe prison and there lodged. 

Question. Did he present you a regular commitment from any 
civil officer aoting under tMs State or tbe General Government? 

Answer. He did not. 

Question. Did you understand him ^0 demand of you tt ^ace in 
tbe public jail of tbat county in w.hich«to lodge ithose pensons ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know how long it was after those persons 
were put in prison before affidarits were filed against them f 
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Answer. I am inclined to think that it was on Tharsday^^^two 
days after their arrest, that affidavits were filed against them. - 

Question. Did you erer see the aifidayits that were filed agaitfM 
those parties ? 

Answer* I saw an instrument in writing purporting to be one. 

Question. By whom were the afiSdarits made ? 

Answer. By a man by the name of Wingate Matthews. 

Question. Was this Wingate Matthews a soldier ? 

Answer. He might have been ; I could, not say ; he had 
been off with a company; I think the Third Delaware had 
come home, and it was said he was discharged. 

Question. Have you stated all you know in reference to this 
natter ? 

Answer. I know they had a guard placed at my door on 
Thursday after the election and refiised me entrance into my 
house. I told them that I was keeper of that house, and that 
I should go in, and they let me go in, or I went in. ' 

Question. Do you know the purpose for which that guard was 
stationed at your door ? 

Answer. I do not ; unless it was to guard those men who 
were in there. I came out and asked who placed them there. 
They told me they believed it was one Provost Lacey. I 
inquired of them if they knew where Major Burn was. They 
told me they did not, but supposed he was at the hotel. I 
then went in search ©f him. I wanted them taken away. 

Question. How long were those persons who were arrested by 
the soldiers that day kept in prison ? 

Answer. I believe from Tuesday until Friday or Saturday 
morning. 

Question. Had you, as Sheriff of the county, at any time during 
the last year, charge of any part of Sussex County's quota of the 
State arms ? 

Answer. I believe I had not. The Commissary had <iiharge 
of them. He aoled under the Governor. 

Question. Do you know whether he rctafhed possession of those 
arms up to the time of the last general election J 

Answer. He did not up to that time. They were taken 
away from him. 

Questiiov. When and by whom were they taken ? ■ 

Answer. I think it was in April of last year. 

Question. Was it either during the April or October term of the 
Court preyiousf 
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Answer. I think so. They were taken away by % company 

of soldiers. All the arms, among whidk were two cannon, 

''Iwere taken. I do not know by what authority they acted. 

They were commanded, I understood, by Captain McCuUough. 

QoesUon. Were there at msy time dodng tlie last two years any 
organized volunteer com^iuiieB in Geor^towa, and if so will you 
state how many ? 

Answer. I thiak there were two coiapanies at one time. 

Qnestioo. Ahoat what time ? 

Answer, 1 think they were organized in 1861 or 1862, I 
<lo not remember exactly. 

Question. Were both or either of those companies in existence 
at the tim*e of the last general election ? 

Answer. One of them, I think, was disbanded. Perhaps 
both were disbanded. 

Question. By whom were they commanded ? 

Answer. One was commanded by Captain Paynter, the 
other by Dr. Marshall. 

Question. Do you know what was the cause of the disbanding 
of Captain Paynter's company ? 

Answer. I suppose it was because he was arrested^ and the 
guns for which he had given bonds were taken away. 

Question. How long was this before the last general election ? 

Answer. At the same time the guns were taken from the 
arsenal, . . » 

Question. Were Captain Marshall's arms taken from his com- 
pany at the same time ? 

Answer. I do not think they were. 

Question. . Is it not understood that Captain Marshall's com- 
pany still retain possession of their guns j^ 

Answer. I do not know that they do- I know they have 
them there and can take them when they choose. They are at 
Mr. Ewing's hotel. 

Question. At what ti«ie were the arms t^fcidu ffom (|p.ptain 
Paynter's company, aid also from tlie atsenarat Georgetown J 

Answer. It was in October, 1861. 

Question. Do jovl know whether Captain Marshall had a large 
number of fire-arms sent to him just previous to tha last election ? 

Answer. Arms were brought there for that company. 
Question. To what political party do Captain Marshall and 
most of that company belong 2 

Answer. To the Union or Bepublican party* 
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Qaestion. To what political party do Captain Payuter and most 
of the persons who constituted his company belong ? 

Answer. To the Democratic party. W 

Wm. F. Jones. 

Alfked p. Robhtsox, sworn and examined. 
By the Ohairman. : 

Question. What is yoirr occupation, and where do you reside ? 

Answer. I am an Attorney at Law, practising in George- 
town. My place of resid?ei3)ce is- in Sussex County, in this Statef. 

Question. Did yon vote- on th-e day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I did, sir, I voted at Georgetown, in Georgetown 
Hundred, in Sussex CourUy. 

Question. Did yo« observe abnything unusual and different from 
what you had c?er &ften before, Around the polls on election day ? 

Answer. Yes>. sir ; aad what I never expected to see in the 
State of Delaware, amd hope never to- see again, I saw an 
armed force of iDfen take possession of tbe* window, or the polls, 
on that day. 

Question. Do you knew by who6# contHmud th^y took possession 
of the window ? 

Answer. A short time- after 1 had roted, myself, I heard 
Mr. William Ellegood, who, I understood, was acting as the 
Provost Marshal on that day, say to oneof the persons, "Officer, 
take a squad of men and take charge^ o^ that window," at the 
same time painting ixk the* mndow wdiere iiv& ballots were 
deposited. 

Qnestion*. Who* is William* Ellegood, and what ow^ Ms^ politics ? 

Answer.. He belongs to the Uniow or Eepttbiican party, 
and it is gpneradly untJerstoocJ that he T«*ed the- ticket of that 
party. 

Question. Is hv* an active and* vfolent politician? 

Answer.. He is a very active politician. T cannot say that 
he is very violeaat. He- is generally considered: one of the best 
politicians in the county.. 

Question. MViK you state evcrjtiiing else t^t you know in refer- 
ence to the presence of the soldiers in G^eorgetown on election day ; 
when they, came tiero*, whaA they 44d, antf .when* they left ? 

Answer. Very soon after the* result et the little election was 
known, in our county there was^ a report iueirculartion that the 
government of the United States would send a military force 
into the county, to be present at the general election. I am 



not sure, but I thiak, it was on Monday night pTtBvious to the 
general election^ ooe or more companies of mounted oayalry 
pissed by my house into the town, and when I went into the 
town on the day of the election, I found this or some other 
cavalry company in front of the brick hotel then and now occu- 
pied by Adolphus P. Ewing; and as I went up to the window 
to' vote, I walked by the side of the Court House, and as I 
approached the window where they were receiving the votes, 
one of these cavalry men, with his sabre hanging at his side, 
caught me by the left shoulder or arm and said that I must not 
go to the window. I told him that he had nothing to do there, 
and that I was going to the window to vote, and immediately 
went up to the window and voted. It was after I had voted, 
and not a great while after, that Mr. Ellegood ordered a squad 
of soldiers to take possession of the window. The place of 
voting at Georgetown is at the Court House, in the office occu- 
pied by the Sheriff of the County, at the. east window of the 
oflBce. There is a railing around the Court House some 
three feet high ; this railing is about twenty-five or thirty feet 
from the window where the election was held. Both on the 
morning and afternoon of the election, I saw what I suppose 
you would call ^ mounted cavalryman, armed with a sabre, 
which was drawn, within the railing and next to the Court 
Hojase and the place of voting, and marching up and down the 
length of the yard. 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers there produce great 
intimidation among the voters 'I 

Answer. I think it did with a number of them. I am satis-, 
fied of the fact, that the presence of the soldiers caused a num- ■ 
ber of persons to leave the election ground earlier than they 
would otherwise have done. They left some time before the 
election closed. I know the fact, that up to the time that I . 
voted, nor afterwards during the whole day, nothing had 
occurred to require the presence of an armed force from the 
government of the United States. 

Question. Were the persons of whom you speak as having left 
the polls through intimidation, working and influential Democrats ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe the most of them were ; and 
they were all active Democrats upon the day of the election. 

Question. Did the Bepublicans also appear to be intimidated*by 
the presence of the soldiers ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. From your position as a lawyer, have ^you not always 
been an active and prominent Democrat, knowing all the principal, 
plans and purposes of the Democratic party ? 
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Answer. I have always been a Democrati I cannot^ gpeak 
for my prominence in the party. I believe that I knew tlier 
plans and purposes of the party during the last campaign. 41^ 

Question. Did yea ever hear of an intimation of a dedre or ptiT«- 
pose on the part of the Democratic party to interfere with the polls: 
on the day of the last general election, so as to prevent a fair 
election ? 

Answer. I never heard of such a report, except as coming 
froin the Bepublican party. 

Qnestion. If there had been any sneh pnrpose, from yonr posi- 
tion in the party, would you not certainly have known it ? f** 

Answer. I think I should, sir. 

Question. Will you state what you know in reference to volun- 
teer companies in your town ; how many, w*hen they were organized, 
and when disbanded ? 

Answer. The first company organized in our town was, T 
think, a company raised by and was under the command of 
Caleb E. Layton, as captain. The company was called thie*' 
" Sussex Guards," and was organized very soon aflber the John 
Brown raid in Virginia. This company, I believe, after fur- 
nishing themselves with clothes, was suffered to go to naught 
because they had not drilled within the time specified by the 
act of Assembly. Then there Avas another company formed 
under the command of Mr. Layton, or Dr. Marshall, I do not 
remember which. I know that Dr. Marshall subsequently had 
the command, and was captain of the company. There waa 
also another company formed of which Caleb E. Paynter was 
captain. Mr. Paynter's company was furnished by order of the 
Governor, I believe, with guns from tlie armory at George- 
town, The company commanded by Dr. Marshall was fur- 
tiished with Minnie muskets. Where those muskets caine 
from I am unable to say. 

Question. When was Captain Paynter's company disbanded? 

Answer. It was either in the spring or fall term of the 
court in 1861. \ . 

Question. Do you ^now what (*aused the disbanding of thajlr: 
company ? 

Answer* Mr, Paynter was arrested and the arms taken 
from him by a government force. 

Question. Do you know whether Dr. Marshall's company was 
in existence at the time of the last general election.? 

Answer. I do not think Dr. Marshall's company was in ex- 
istence as an organized company at that time. 

Question, Had they possession of their arms at that time T 
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Answer. I have underatood that a portion of the arms &( 
that company were in the possession of Captain John & Waplc^ 
^ Georgetown^ — I hare heard so» since the compaisy was dis- 
banded — and some of them in possession of Mr. Daniel J. Lay- 
ton, who was a member of the company. 

' Qaestion. Were the arHi« of tW^eompany in Georgetorpm at the 
time of the last general election, »ad at the eommand of that com- 
paoy, 80 far as you understaid ? 

Answer. So far as I know it is^ generaHy understood that 
the arms which belonged to Dr. Marshall's first company are 
n0w in Georgetown or the neighborhood ; but that the arms 
of the Home Guards, of which he is now the commander, are 
different, and I believe are kept, a portion of them, if not all 
of them^ in the hotel occupied by Adolphus P. Ewing, and are 
used by the c«ffl»pany every Saturday afternoon upon drill, I 
suppose. 

Qaestion. Do joa k»»w to what political party Captain Marshall 
and the persons that constitute his company belong ? 

Answer. 'To the Uoion or Republican party. 
Question. Do you know to what political party Captain Paynter" 
aaid the persons who constituted his company belong ? 

Answer. To the Democratic party. 

Question. Is it not understood that all the Tolunteer companies 
ia Sussex County, coiwmanded' by Democrats, were disarmed pre- 
vious to the last geneTal electioii by order of the General Govern- 
ment f 

Answer. It was sg' laiiderstood. I would also state that at 
the time they took the arnrs from Captain Paynter's company, 
they t©^k two cannon, one of which belonged to Gardiner F. 
WrigM, and the other to George W.Green. Those cannon^ 
had bee© «sed for 4th July pnrposes. 

Question. Is it not also understood that the rolunteer companies, 
commandteif by Republicans, retained possession of their arms ? 

Answer. It is sa understood. I know the fact that at the 
time the arms of Captain Paynter's company were taken from 
them, <hoee belongisg^ to* Captain' Marshal's company were not 
takea fEOCD* therat. 

Alfred P. Robinson! 
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Edwabd 'VfooTTEK, swom and examined, 

IB 
By the Chairman ; 

Question. What is your occnpation, and where do jon reside t 
Answer. I am one of the Judges of the Superior Court of' 
this State, and 1 reside in Georgetown, in Sussex County. 

Qaestion. Did you vote on the day of the last general ele(itioti," 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. I voted in Q-eorgetown, in Georgetown Htiftdredr 
^ Question. Did you observe anything unusual and different from * 
'what you had ever seen before, near to or around the polls that day t 

Answer. I saw a considerable armed force stationed at the, 
polls, and some thirty-odd of a cavalry company within about 
eighty or a hundred yards of the polls ; there were sixteen 
stationed immediately at the wiudow where the votes weire 
received, with drawn sabres, and one on a horse, moving up 
and down the Court House yard, about from twenty -five to 
thirty feet from the polls, who also had a drawn sabre. They 
were there from a short time after the polls were opened until 
the election closed. There were also armed soldiers about^ 
eighty yards from the polls, who refused to allow me to go 
from the place where the election was held to my residence, 
until I had remonstrated with them for some time, when they 
finally allowed me to pass. I believe they did not allow anyi 
body to pass around that part of the square. 

Question. Were the presence and position of the military at the 
polls that day calculated to produce great intimidation among the 
voters there that day ? 

Answer. I have no doubt it intimidated, to a considerable 
extent, a very large portion of the Democratic voters; and I;. 
have understood, and have reason to believe, that it caused 
some eight or ten of the most active and useful members of that 
party to leave the town, who did not return for some day or 
two afterwards. I know that some of them left before noon, 
who stated to me that they were going because they were 
threatened with arrest, some three persons having been pre- 
viously arrested and carried by the soldiers to the common jail 
of the county, one of whom was very soon released ; the others " 
were detained until the latter part of the week. After those 
arrests were made I went to the person who was called the cajK 
tain, and told him that they were arresting men without any 
cause, and upon the statement of persons, if I was correctly 
informed as to those who made the charges or statements, who , 
were ilien of little or no character, and who were not Worthy of 

F 



82 

being believ'ed. He replied, that there had been some arrests 
that morning without his knowledge, bnt there would be no 
Aiore unless affidavits were made, showing a sufficient cause, 
and that affidavits would have to be made against those who 
had been arrested. Soon after one of the persons who came 
to me and said he was going away had left the town, I saw 
aome six or eight of the cavalry company going pretty rapidly 
out in the direction of the Almshouse, where he resides as 
overseer. Report was that they had gone to arrest that person. 
After they had returned, it was said that he had made his 
escape and they did not find him. I never heard that they went 
after any other person, though I have no knowledge, except 
the general report, that they went after him. I understood that 
iJie soldiers told his wife that they went to arrest him. This, of 
course, was but rumor. 

Question. From your position as a citizen in Sussex County, 
aad also as a judge of the highest court in the State, did yon think 
*tben, or do you think now, that there was any necessity for the pre- 
fieoce of soldiers in this State, to preserve the public peace ? 

Answer. I have voted at every general election in the 
County for more than thirty years, and during that time have 
resided and voted in two different Hundreds, and I have never 
attended an election when it would not have been quite as 
necessary for the presence of an armed force, as at the last 
dection. I have no hesitation in saying that there was no 
necessity whatever for the presence of troops for any such pur- 
pose. The laws of our State are amply sufficient to protect all 
our citizens in the free exercise of their elective franchise. The 
law makes it the duty, not only of the election officers, but of 
the Sheriff, Justice of the Peace, Constables, and all other peace 
officers, to preserve order and prevent breaches of the peace, at 
all elections ; and they are clothed with ample power for that 
purpose, and no necessity was ever before supposed to exist for 
resort to other means. 

Question. . If there had been the necessity for the presence of 
troops in this State, what would haye been the proper channel 
through which to have applied to the General Government for theni? 

Answer. I should suppose the Executive of the State, who, 
by the Constitution, is made commander-in-chief of the military 
forces of the State. 

Question. Have you ever heard any gentleman holding high 
official position in this State advocate the bringing of military into 
this State on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I neVer did. I heard a gentleman holding such a 
posftion say, that it was repi^esehted to him that it was abso- 
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lately necessary, and if it was not done, Union men, as ho 
called them, would not be allowed to vote, bnt would be driven 
from the polls and beaten as they were at the little election tb 
Georgetown Hundred. I told him that there was no necessity? 
for the introduction of troops there, by reason of anything whira 
occurred at the little election, or for any other reason. He said 
if there was no necessity, there was a set of lying men in 
Sussex. 

Question. What occurred at the little election ? 

Answer. I saw nothing like disturbance 'until about ibiQ 
time, the votes had all been taken in, but a few minutes befofe 
the time prescribed by law for closing the election, when a 
drunken man, who had been swearing and bragging on hia 
manhood around the polls nearly all day, having at least on 
one occasion taken his coat oft^ challenging some one to fight; 
he was very abusive of the Democrats, swearing that he could 
whip any damned Democrat on the ground, I believe was bia 
expression. No one seemed to take much notice of him until 
about the time of closing the election, when he succeeded in 
getting a fight. I had been sitting in a stand in the Court 
House yard, which had been used by political speakers, and 
about the time I • was leaving, this occurrence took place. I 
went in, and succeeded, without any assistance from the Sheriff 
or other peace-officers who were present, in preserving order 
and preventing any further violence or breach of the peace, and 
in a very short time those who were present dispersed, the 
election having closed, and I did not see or hear of any other 
disturbance or breach of the peace ; and the occurrence to 
which I have referred did not originate in any dispute or con- 
troversy at the polls, in reference to any vote, but solely from 
the indiscretions of a drunken man. I have rarely seen a more 
peaceable, quiet election, and have often seen much greater 
violence and "disturbances at our elections. 

Question. Did you ever hear of a desire or purpose on the part 
of the Democrats to interfere with the polls on the day of the last 
general election, so as to prevent a fair election, or do you believe 
that any such desire or purpose existed ? 

Answer. I never heard of any such desire or purpose b^ing 
manifested. Judging from all that I heard said by the Demo- 
crats, they did not seem to think it necessary to resort to any 
such means. They said, and, I believe, thought, that unlead 
there Vas some interference to prevent a fair election, their Bue- 
oess was by no means doubtful. It was.and still is my opinion 
that if there had been no interference by the introduction of 
troop8| the Pemooratic majority in Sussex County would have 
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bjBQn at leii8t three hundred, and a majority of five hundred' 
0):.more would not at all have surprised me. 

Qn moti^ of Mr. "W^aples, 

■Tha Committee adjourned until 8 J o^clock to-morrow morn- 
ing* 



Friday, February 6, 1863—9 o'clock, P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

; Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Slay, Williams, Waples and 
Horsey. 

The examination of Edward Woottbn was resumed, he 
bw^g recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Was it generally understood that all the volunteer 
Ci^panies in this State, commanded by Democrats, bad their arras 
taken from them previous to the last general election, and al^o that 
fldl the ToluDteer companies, commanded by Republicans, were per- 
mitted to retain possession of their arms up to that time. 

Answer. Such was the general understanding. I never 
heard it denied. The Governor commissioned officers for a 
number of volunteer companies, formed after his proclamation, 
about the month of April, in 1861, recommending the organi- 
eation of such companies. Under the law of our State the 
commissions were issued to such persons as raised the requisite 
number to form a company, without reference to their political 
sentiments. 

Question. Will you state all that you know personally in refer- 
enise to the organization and disbanding of any of those companies ? 

'Answer. There was a company formed in Georgetown some 
three years ago, or more, commanded by Caleb E. Layton, who 
w^ commissioned by the Governor — now Captain or Lieuten- 
ant in the regular army. During the session of the Legislature, 
m '61, he received, under the order of the Governor, about 
fiBy-five Minnie muskets, which were taken from here to the 
Miiford depot, where they lay until the month of April folio w- 
itg. His company having been reduced below the number 
which entitled him by law to the arms, and then disbanded, 
thj& Governor made an order upon him to deliver them to the . 
Coimnissary of Sussex County — the Governor writing to him 
atthei same time, that when he increased his company to a suf- 
ficieot. nupber to entitle hina to commi^ions and arms, he 
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would give him an order for the same guns. He roprttaeiltttt* 
to the Governor afterwards that he had the requisite numl:^ ' 
of men. But the Governor declined, as he informed me, ^ 
issue commissions to his officers, until he complied with tbb 
order for the delivery of the guns to the Commissary. tFpdh 
his promise to do so, the Governor issued commissions, but thfe 
guns were not delivered. Shortly after, Mr. Layton -receivriB 
an appointment, I think, of Lieutenant in the riegular arm'jc^ 
and subsequently Dr. William Marshall was appointed Oaptam 
of the same company. The Governor told me, when he (Mac- 
shall) applied for his commission, he refused to issue it xmtH 
his order for the delivery of the guns was complied with ; thdt 
the object was not to deprive them of the guns, but to enforob 
his orders as the Executive and Commander-in-chief of '^A 
military forces in the State. Marshall went away and returittA 
in a few days afterwards, and represented that he had delivered 
the arms to the Commissary; whereupon the Governor directoi 
a commission to be issued to him and gave him an order for 
the same Minnie muskets, supposing from his representations 
that they had been delivered by him to the Commissary. I 
believe they never were delivered, but remained and still are 
somewhere in the county, in the hands of different persona. 
Dr. Marshall not long after his appointment as Captain of that 
company, went off) I understood, as Surgeon for the Third 
Delaware Eegiraent. I have no knowledge, myself, of that 
company's having drilled since he left it. I am not aware thai 
it is kept together as a company. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of the formation and-dUh 
banding of Captain Paynter's company ? 

Apswer. Captain Paynter formed a company in the tsprhig 
of '61, and was commissioned as Captain. Commissions were 
also issued to Lieutenants, and some time afterwards he irai 
supplied with inferior muskets from the arsenal of ouraex 
County, by the order of the Governor. That company drilled 
regularly, I think, during the summer of '61, and in October 
of that year, he was arrested by an armed force, said to haYf 
acted under the order or authority of the General Governmeul 
the company being commanded by Captain McCullough) 4 
think his name was, who, I understood, went to the resiaenoe 
of Captain Paynter's mother some time after dark, and tola, 
Captain Paynter that he was directed by Major Andrews t6 
take his arms. 1 was also informed, by Mr. Paynter, that Ib^ 
replied to Captain McCulloch, that he would deliver them to 
Ibim as soon «$ he coald collect them together, that they wei^ 14 
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the hands of the members of his company, some of whom re- 
^gided several miles in the country. Captain Paynter was arrest- 
ed, and kept under arrest all " night and nearly the whole of 
the next day, whilst his friends were collecting, as fast as they 
oauld, the arms, nearly, if not all of which, were delivered to * 
Oaptain McCuUough. At the same time the arms and accou- 
/irements were all taken from the arsenal and carried off under 
,lhe direction of Captain McCuUough. 

Question. I understood you to say that it was generally under- 
•tood that all the volunteer companies in the State, which were 
'TOommanded by Democrats, had been deprived of their arms previous 
to the last general election, and also that all the volunteer companies 
in the State, which were commanded by Republicans, were permit- 
40d to retain their arms up to that time. Do you now say, that so 
&r as your personal knowledge extends, that was the fact ? 

Answer. Such was the general understanding, and,- so far 
«8 my knowledge extends, it was true. I never heard it con- 
"tradicted. 

Edward Woottbn. 

i 

Daniel J. Layton sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

■ Question. Mr. Layton, where were you on Saturday previous to 

the last general election ? 

' Answer. I was in Washington and Baltimore. 

Question. When did you go to Washington and to Baltimore ? 

Answer. I went down to Washington Friday afternoon, 
and back to Baltimore on Saturday afternoon. 

Question. Did you go to Washington and Baltimore, or to either 

Slace, on business in relation to the bringing of soldiers into this 
tate to be present on the day of the last general election ? 

• Answer. I left home on Wednesday for the purpose of su- 
]porintending the printing of tickets for the Union party, and 
was requested by the friends of that party to stop over at this 
^place, (Dover,) and learn definitely whether the Delaware Kegi- 
tiients, or any portion of them, had been ordered home to vote, 
snd if not, to urge that a military force be sent into this State, . 
rather into the lower portion of it, to preserve the public 
on that day ; that although they had heretofore been op- 
to the introduction of an armed force, yet from the in- 
' partizan feeling, they deemed it necessary. 
.^Question. Will you please state the names of the friends tQ 
iom you allude as having made this request of yon ? 
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Answer. Jacob Moore, John D. Eodney, I tliink, William 
EUegood, Caleb S. Layton, and others whom I do not remem- 
ber. I saw at this place, (Dover,) George P. Fisher, Esq., who, 
at that time, did not surely know whether the troops from thJB 
State, or any part of them, would be present on election dajfu 
I went up to Wilmington the same day, and there remained 
until Friday noon, attending to the printing of tickets. On 
Friday morning, intending to return on Saturday morning, 
Bome individuals met together and selected Colonel Hepry Sl 
McCoombs as a suitable party to proceed to Washington and 
secure- the return of the Delaware Regiments, or as great a por- 
tion as possible, to this State, to vote at the general election. 

Question. Did you converse with no person while you remained 
in Dover, except George P. Fisher, Esq., in relation to bringing 
troops into this State ? 

Answer. I may have conversed with others on this subjeot. 

Question. Did you converse with any person in the town of Mi^ 
ford on the subject ? 

Answer. I may have done so ; I do not now recollect. 

Question. Who were the persons constituting the conference of 
which you have spoken as having been at Wilmington, at which 
Colonel McCoombs was appointed to go to Washington ? 

Answer. I do not know. After he was selected as the per- 
son, I was requested by Governor Cannon, Colonel McCoombs, 
and others whom I do not now recollect, tc accompany him. I 
accordingly did so. 

Question. Was not your father for many years a judge of the 
Superior Court in this State ? 

Answer. I believe he was. 

Question. Is not Jacob Moore a member of the legal profesdoii 
and a practising lawyer in your county. 

Answer. He is. 

Question. Do you know whether they, or either of them, wei» 
aware that if the presence of the military in this State, was necHh 
sary for the protection of the public peace, at a time when the Legis- 
lature was not in session and could not lie convened, the Execntiiiib 
of the State was the proper channel through which to apply to HSHk 
Oeneral Government for such protection ? 

Answer. I cannot say what they knew; but I can say that 
I now think that they then believed it Was useless so to appl]f« 

Question. Were you, or so far as you know, was Col. McCoomM 
the bearer of any message or letter from any person in this State to 
the Secretary of War, or any other person in Washington, .in refer- 
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ence to the sepding of jnilitarj iato this State, to be preeent on the 
daj of the last general election ? 

Answer. I believe, aome time previous to Col. McCoomW 

fping down to Washington on the 81st of October, that there 
ad been communicatiotis between parties in this State, whom 
1 do not now know, and the Secretary of War. 

Question; Did jrou or Colonel McCoombs, after your arriral t^i 
Washington, wait oh the Secretary of War, and consult with him in 
jireference to sending soldiers into this State ? 

Answdr. I did not. I cantiot say whether Colonel McCoombs 
did or not. 

Question. When did you return from Washington to Baltimore ? 

AnsMref; On Saturday afternoon. 

Question; When did you leave Baltimore ? 

Answer. Sunday afternoon or evening. 

Question. Where did you go ? 

Answer. 1 went on board a steamer bound for Seaford, 
[Delaware. ♦ 

Question. Were there armed soldiers on board of that steamer? 

Answer. I was I'equested by General Wool to accompany 
Jiiip. We Went on board the steamer about five o'clock in t]:][e 
afternoon. When we went on board they were putting qji 
board the boat a company of cavalry. We went on board, and 
Ihe Vessel soon after dropped out into the stream. 

Questio.n. Were there other steamers in company, having o|i 
board cavalry, or United States forces of any kind ? 

Answer. There was one that took on board a company of 
cavalry at an adjacent pier, and a third, together with the two 
already named, stopped at Fort McHenry, and took on board 
two companies of infantry. 

Question. Were the three steamers, to which you have alluded, 
all that came into this State, so far as you know, with troops of 
any kind on board ? 

Answer. The three steamers referred to were the John 

Tucker, Nelly Baker, and a tug named the Putnam. Tbpgie 

tVree brought all the troops that were brought with him fropa 

Baltimore. No other steamers or gunboats accompanied them. 

Question. How many troops came on board those three stejamert f 

Answpr. Two full companies of cavalry, with their horses^ 

JigJQUi^ting to two hundred, and two full companies ot infaptrj j 
,iuf hundred in all. 
Qqp^tion. Was Major-General Wool conamfinder of the st^aiqejr^i t 
^^nswer. Yes, 9ir ; they were subj^qt tq his command. 
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\Qae8tion< Had joa been acquainted with M%j6r-Qeneral Wool 
previous to your visit to Baltimore ? 

Answer. I first met him between Baltimore and Washington, 
on Saturday, as I came back from Washington. 

Question. Who introduced you to him ? 

Answer. I believe I was introduced by Colonel James, of 
his Staff, or Colonel McCoombg, I cannot say which. 

Question. Do you know whether Colonel McCoombs is colonel in 
the regular army or a colonel of the I^elaware Volunteers ? 

Answer. He was appointed Colonel of the Fifth Delaware 
Volunteers, commissioned by the Secretary of War. There 
had been communications between the Secretary of War and 
Governor Cannon and George P. Fisher, in relation to sending 
troops into this State ; and, as I understand, and believe it 
was the opinion up to that time of a large portion, if not the 
majority, of the influential men of the party (Union party), 
ttiat no troops were needed ; and as I was informed. Colonel 
McCoombs so iuformed the Secretary of War. On Friday 
previous to the deletion, or I might say that before 1 left 
home, these same parties, who had been opposed to the 
introductiiort of troops, were now convinced that it would be a 
measure to prevent disturbance and preserve the public peaoQ. 
And therefore requested that a force sufficient be sent into the 
State. Colonel McCoombs then went down to Washington to 
request the Secretary of War to send troops into this State to 
be present on the day of the election, and also to permit tb^ 
Delaware Volunteers to return home to vote. 

Question. Who were the persons to whom you allude, as having 
been opposed to the introduction of troops, but subsequently 
became convinced that their presence was necessary, and accord- 
ii^ly made the request ? 

Answer. I believe all those I have heretofore named, viz. : 
Governor Cannon, George P. Fisher, Jacob Moore, Caleb S. 
Layton, John D. Eodney, Colonel McCoombs, and others. 

Question. Did you come all the way to Seaford, on the steamer, 
with Major-General Wool ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Wh$t became of the troops after they arrived at 
Se»ford ? 

Answer. They were distributed and placed under th« 
charge of the Provost Marshal^ pf the aevar^ Hundr^s. 

Question. With wbjat politic^} p^^rty we^e i\^ gentlemen you 
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' ence to the sepding of jnilitarj iato this State, to be present on the 
Haj of the last general election ? 

Answer. I believe, aome time previous to Col. McCoombs' 

fping down to Washington on the 81st of October, that there 
ad been communications between parties in this State, whom 
.1 do not now know, and the Secretary of War. 

Question; Did jrou or Colonel McCoombs, after your arrival i^t 
Washington, wait oh the Seci'etary of War, and consult with him in 
jireference to sending soldiers into this State ? 

Answdr. I did not. I cantiot say whether Colonel McCoombs 
^id or not. 

Question. When did you return from Washington to Baltimore ? 

AnsMrefi On Saturday afternoon. 

Question; When did you leave Baltimore ? 

Answer. Sunday afternoon or evening. 

Question. Where did you go ? 

Answer. 1 went on board a steamer bound for Seaford, 
t)elaware. * 

Question. Were there armed soldiers on board of that steamer? 

Answer. I was requested by General Wool to accompany 
^iip. We Went on board the steamer about five o'clock in thd 
afternoon. When we went on board they were putting c^i 
board the boat a company of cavalry. We went on board, and 
\he Vessel soon after dropped out into the stream. 

Question. Were there other steamers in company, having oil 
board cavalry, or United States forces of any kind ? 

Anawe.r. There was one that took on board a company of 
cavalry at an adjacent pier, and a third, together with the two 
already named, stopped at Fort McHenry, and took on board 
two companies of infantry. 

Question. Were the three steamers, to which you have alluded, 
all that came into this State, so far as you know, with troops of 
any kind on board ? . , 

Answer. The three steamers referred to were the John 
. Tucker, Nelly Baker, and a tug named the Putnam. Thojgio 

ttiree brought all the troops that were brought with him fro^L 

Baltimore. No other steamers or gunboats accompanied them. 
Question. How many troops came on board those three steitmers f 
Anawpr. Two full companies of cavalry, with their horses^ 

ajqcJQUi^ting to tisyo hundred, and tvyo full companies of infi^ptry ; 

fciif hundred in all. 
Qp.eption. Was Major-General Wool coramfinder of the §t^aii}ejrp t 
'.^nswer. Yes, 9ir ; .they were ^ubj^qt tq his command. 
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^Questiotii Had jon been acquainted with Major-Qeneral Wool 
previous to your visit to Baltimore ? 

Answer. I first met him between Baltimore and Washington, 
on Saturday, as I came back from Washington. 

Question. Who introduced you to him ? 

Answer. I believe I was introduced by Colonel James, of 
his Staff, or Colonel McCoombg, I cannot say which. 

Question. Do you know whether Colonel McCoombs is colonel in 

the regular army or a colonel of the I^elaware Volunteers ? 

• 

Answer. He was appointed Colonel of the Fifth Delaware 
Volunteers, commissioned by the Secretary of War. There 
had been communications between the Secretary of War and 
Governor Cannon and George P. Fisher, in relation to sending 
:troops into this State; and, as I understand, and believe it 
was the opinion up to that time of a large portion, if not the 
majority, of the influential men of the party (Union party), 
ttiat no troops were needed ; and as I was informed, Colonel 
McCoombs so informed the Secretary of War. On Friday 

Erevious to the ele^ction, or I might say that before 1 left 
ome, these same parties, who had been opposed to the 
introductiiort of troops, were now convinced that it would be a 
measure to prevent disturbance and preserve the public peaoQ. 
And therefore requested that a force sufficient be sent into the 
State. Colonel McCoombs then went down to Washington to 
request the Secretary of War to send troops into this State to 
be present on the day of the election, and also to permit %hp 
Delaware Volunteers to return home to vote. 

Question. Who were the persons to whom you allude, as having 
been opposed to the introduction of troops, but subsequently 
became convinced that their presence was necessary, and accord- 
ii^ly made the request ? 

Answer. I believe all those I have heretofore named, viz. : 
Governor Cannon, George P. Fisher, Jacob Moore, Caleb S. 
Layton, John D. Eodney, Colonel McCoombs, and others. 

Question. Did you come all the way to Seaford, on the steamer, 
with Major-General Wool ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. What became of the troops after they arrived at 
Seaford? 

Answer. They were distributed and placed under the 
charge of the Provost Marshal? pf the aevar^l Hundr^a. 

QujBstion. With wbat political pitrty were tbi9 geutlemen you 
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bare named as having made the request that troops be sent into thk 
State connected f 

Answer. The Union partj. 

D. J. Layton. 
On motion of Mr. Williams, 
The Committee adjourned until Monday evening at 8 o'clock. 



• Monday, February 9, 1863—8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant tp adjournment 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbu^y, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, Williams, 
Waples, and Horsey. 

The examination of Edward .Wootten was resumed, Le 
being recalled 

By the Chairman : 

Question. .Do yon recollect to have heard any conversation in 
reference to the appointment of Provost Marshal in this State on 
the day of the last general election ; if so, will you state what that 
conversation was ? 

Answer. I heard a conversation at New Castle, soon after 
tbe election, which arose from a conversation about the occur- 
rence which took place at Georgetown on Saturday night 
before the election, in reference to the report which had beeu 
circulated that an American flag had been torn down, and it 
had been said that that was the cause of the introduction of 
troops into the county. I remarked that that could not hare 
been the cause, for 1 heard a respectable gentleman say, after 
the election, that the commissions of two Provost Marshals 
were received on Friday previous to tjie election. Mr. George 
P. Fisher said that that was not so, that he knew that they were 
not made out until Sunday ; that he helped to fill them up. 

Edward Wootten. 

William H. Eoss sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. In Sussex County, near Seaford. 

Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election, 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. I voted at Seaford. 

Question. Did you ohserTe anything unusual and different from 
what you ever saw before aboat the polls that day ? 
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- Answer. I did observe something very unusual, and what 
I had never seen before ; I passed up to vote between two files 
of cavalry with drawn sabres. 

Qaestion. Did you ever see soldiers at the polls before ? 

Answer. Never. 

Question. Will you. please to state all you know about the 
arrival of troops at Seaford ; when they came, when they left, and 
what they did while there ? 

Answer. I was told about 12 o'clock that some soldiers had 
already arrived there. I went down there and sought an in- 
terview with Colonel Wallace ; I succeeded after a while in 
seeing the Colonel. My object was to know what the soldiers 
were brought there for. The Colonel gave me but little satis- 
faction, but said the soldiers were not brought there to prevent 
the Democrats from voting. I learned through the Colonel 
that General Wool was on his way up the Nanticoke river, 
with two or three boat loads of soldiers from Baltimore. 
When the boat arrived at Seaford, I made an effort to go on 
board to have an interview ^th the General. Colonel Wallace 
told me the General was engaged, and I could not see him 
then. After awhile the General came ashore, escorted by a 
number of citizens of Sussex County, who, I afterwards 
learned, were the Provost Marshals of the different Hundreds 
of the County, The Genera], with the Provost Marshals, went 
to Mr. Coulborn's hotel, at Seaford. Then I, with Dr. McFerran 
and Captain Wright, again endeavored to obtain an interview. 
Dr. McFerran and I succeeded in getting into the room where 
he was, surrounded with military officers and the Provost 
Marshals. When the Provost Marshals discovered we were in 
the room, several of them arose, and by their manners showed 
that they considered our entrance an intrusion, upon which we 
left the room. Mr. Coulborn then invited us into another room, 
where we were joined by a number of other gentlemen belong- 
ing to the Democratic party. Our object in meeting was to 
consult as to the best means of .obtaining an interview with the 
General ; and our only object in seeking such interview was to 
ascertain whether we could have a fair election. After con- 
sulting together for some time, I finally proposed to address a 
letter to the General, reminding him of having spent an 
evening with him about the year 1852 or 1853 at the St. 
Nicholas Hotel, in New York. All of the gentleman present 
approved of my proposition. I accordingly wrote such a 
letter; and stated that I and others had been denied admittance 
into his room that evening, but, of course, without hia know^ 
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ledge, for no other reason, as I considered, than that of beinji; 
Democrats. The letter was sent in by the landlord, Joba L, 
Coulbom. As soon as the General received it, he came out of 
the room into the passage, and sent for me. He professed to 
recognize me, and to be glad to see me, but said that he was 
then very much engaged and would see me again in a few 
minutes. This was about half-past five oV six o'clock in the after- 
noon. I waited impatiently until ten o'clock at night. About 
that time I was asked, being hard of hearing, if I heard that? 
I replied, no ; what is it ? I was told the soldiers were going • 
out of town singing the song of ** John Brown's soul is march- 
ing on." I then proposed to go home, and told my Democratio 
friends that an interview with the General was unnecessary, as 
I considered the mischief then done. The gentlemen preseiit 
insisted on my remaining, which I did until eleven o'clock, lit 
which time General Wool came to the room. I introduced 
him to all present, and then asked him the object of bringing 
the soldiers to Delaware. I do not recollect his answer, except 
that it was his wish that we should have a fair election. Tne 
next day I waai told by Silas C. Winright and others that TSf r. 
H^zzard, the Provost Marshal, would not allow certain perBOns 
to go to the window to vote. I took Winright down to General 
Wool's room, and, on entering, asked the General if he did ridt 
assure me we should have a fair election. He said he did. 1 
told him that I had been informed that the Provost MarshM 
had constituted himself both iliispector and judge Of tfee 
.election, and that I considered the election an unfair one. I 
told the General that I wished he would instruct the ProVo* 
Marshal to let the judges of the election settle the questtdft 
in regard to doubtful voters. He said he could not do it. '1 
asked him why — if he appointed him he could instruct him as 16 
his duty. He said he did not appoint him, that he had he&k 
appointed either by the President or the Secretary of War, wsSi 
that he had no control over him. Indeed, said he, if I mnfift 
coQtess, so far from the Provost Marshal being under my <km- 
trol, I am, for the time being, rather under his. Upon whidi 
I apologized for having interrupted him, and left the room. 

Question. Was the presence of the military on the. election 
^rouud calculated to produce* great intimidation among the votetut 

Answer. I think it was. 

Question. Were you once the Governor of this State ? If, set, 
when were yoa elected, by what party, and how long did you serve f . 

Answer. I was elected Governor of this State by the Bem^^ 
i>r«tic party in 1850, and served a term of four years. 
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Question. Did you ever bear of a-purpose or desire on the part 
of the Democrats to interfere with the polls on the 4th daj of Nofem- 
ber last, so as to prevent a fair election ? ^. 

Answer. Never. 

Question. Are you not well acquainted with the people of this 
State ? 

Answer. Yes, probably as well as most men. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of military at the polls, to preserve the public peace, on the 
.4th of November last ? 

Answer. Not the least in the world. I do not think it had 
entered into the mind of a Democfrat in Sussex County to pre- 
vent a fair election. 

» Question. Were not the Democrats in that county sanguine of 
carrying the election, if the election was a fair one ? 

Answer. Yes, by a considerable majority. 

Wm. H. Eoss. 
John C. Hazzakd, sworn and examined. 
^ By the Chairman : 
Qaestion. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. In Milton, Sussex County. 

Question. Were you Provost Marshal on the day of the last 
general election ? 

Answer. Yes sir. 

Question. From whom did you receive your commission as Pro- 
vost Marshal t 

Answer. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 

Question. Have you the commission here, sir? 

Answer. Yes sir. 

Question. JVill you let us see it ? 

Answer. I do not know that it is necessary to show it. 
[Presents the commission.] 

Question; Are you acquainted with the handwriting in which 
this was filled up ? Was this commission accompanied with instruc- 
tions f 

Answer. I got instructions from General Wool. 

Question. By whom was this commission delivered to you ? 

Answer. By John D. Eodney. 

Question. On what day ? 

Answer. On the 2d day of November. 

QoastioiL Was tho 2d of November the Sabbath day J 
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Answer. I believe it was. 

Qaestion. Did yon act as Provost Marshal at Milton on the 4th 
day of November ? 

Answer. I endeavored to do so. 

Question. Had you command of the soldiers that were there ? 
Answer. They were under my charge, I believe. 
Qaestion. Did you direct what position they should occupy in 
reference. to the window ? 

Answer. I directed Lieutenant Davis to allow one gentle- 
man on each side of the window to challenge illegal votes, and 
if any difficulty arose in the crowd or assembly, no matter by 
which party it arose, to quash it if possible without using vio- 
lence to either party ; and for fear that other difficulties might 
arise after one had arisen, to place a portion of his soldiers on 
either side of the window, leaving a passage by which all per- 
sons or voters could go to the window and vote one at a time, 
and also to allow the said gentlemen that were already at the 
window for the purpose of challenging votes as aforesaid, to 
remain there, who were William V. Coulter on behalf of the 
Democratic party, and Caleb F. Morris on behalf of the Union 
party ; that the soldiers were not placed at the window until 
as above stated, after, a slight difficulty did arise, if my memory 
serves me right. 

Question. Do you know by what conveyance the soldiers were 
carried to Milton 't 

Answer. Not of my own knowledge. I Was informed by 
Lieutenant Davis, that they went on the Eailroad from Seafoid 
to Miiford, and then walked to Milton. 

Question. Do you know how far it is from Miiford to Milton ? 

Answer. It is called twelve miles. 

Question. Do you know whether the laws of the State do not 
prohibit our own militia from being at or near the polls under arms 
on election day under heavy penalty ? 

Answer. I do not know. I am not lawyer enough to know 
the fact. 

Question. Do you not know that the laws of this State require 
the Justices of the Peace, Constables and other conservators of tbe 
peace to be present to preserve order at the polls on election daj ? 

Answer. I know that the Justices of the Peace and Consta- 
bles are there, and that the law requires them to preserve order 
if they are there. 

Question. Do you know whether the Justice of the Peace and 
OoD8table from your hundred were on the election ground that day ? 
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Answer. I think I saw them several times during the day. ^ 
Question. Did you not order the Constable not to interfere with 
anjbodj there that day ? 

Answer. I have no recollection of making any remark to 
the constable or any other person touching a matter of that 
kind, or that could have been construed in that light. 

Question. Have not the conservators of the public peace under 
the laws of this State always been sufficient to preserve order on 
the day of the election, and do you not believe they would have been 
aofficient on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. Perhaps they might have been sufficient. I cannot 
say as to what might have arisen. 

Question. Were soldiers stationed around the ballot-box during 
the time of the tallying of the votes ? 

Answer. There were some soldiers in the Academy — four 
or five, perhaps, at a time — to keep the audience quiet, so that 
those counting the votes might not be interrupted. They were 
there for that purpose and no other. 

Question. By whose directions were they placed there ? 

Answer. I asked the Inspector if he had any objections to 
to their being there, in order that they might have quiet. I 
believe he did not object. I then ordered the Lieutenant to 
place a few there for that purpose, to preserve order and 
nothing more. 

Question. Was there more noise and confusion around the polls 
daring the time of reading out ai>d tallying the votes than is usual 
CD election day ? 

• Answer. Not when I was "there. They seemed to be get- 
ting along very quietly during time I was down there. There 
might have been some noise and confusion during my absence. 

Question. Was it from any manifestations of disorder or violence 
that you stationed the soldiers around the polls during the time the 
votes were being tallied ? 

Answer. It was only to prevent some persons that were in- 
toxicated from keeping a noise and hurraing. Such noise might 
have prevented the officers from tallying out smoothly and 
quietly. 

Question. Did you not think the civil authorities were sufficient 
for that purpose ? 

Answer. I did not know whether the civil authorities 
would remain there all the time or not. Hence my reason for 
giving the order .that I did. 

Question. Did you believe theu» or do 76a believe now, that 
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tbiere wag greater necestity for the military to preserve order at the 
polls than had existed at previous elections ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I do or did. I will add that the 
soldiers or military were not there by request or solicitation of 
mine made to any person. 

Question. Do you. know at whose request or solicitation they 
were there ? 

Answer. No, sir. Neither did I know that there were to 
be any there until Monday evening previous to the day of 
the election. 

Question. Were you consulted in reference to your appointment 
as Provost Marshal before the commission was delivered to you ? 
'Answer. No, sir. Neither did I ask for it. 

Question. When did the soldiers leave Milton ? 

Answer. I think it was on Thursday after the election. I 
am not sure whether it was Thursday or Friday. 

Question. Do you know by whose order they left ? 

Answer. They left by mine. They could have gone away 
the next day, but Lieutenant Davis requested to stay a day 
longer, stating that some of the soldiers' feet were sore, and 
that he would stay a little while longer himself, to visit some 
young persons with whom he was acquainted. 

Question, When did they go from Milton, and by what con- 
veyance ? 

Answer. They were directed to Milford first by wagons, 
and from there to Seaford, I presume, by cars. 

Question. By whom were the wagons furnished to convey them 
to Milford ? 

Answer. The wagons were obtained by my solicitation from 
different citizens of the town. 

Question. At whose expense ? 

Answer. At no one's expense. I believe I did pay two 
men out of my own pocket a small amount. 

Question. Were you commissioned as Provost Marshal for that 
day alone, or is your commision still in force ? 

Answer. The commission does not say. It has never been 
rescinded. 

Question. From what source did you receive information on 
Monday that soldiers would be there ? 

Answer. If my memory serves me right, I received, in the 
same envelope in which the commission came, directions on 
another slip of paper, directing me to go to Seaford by 2 



o'clock in the afternoon on Monday, I think, to nwet Oener^J 
John E. Wool. Over whose signature that was I believe I 
have forgotten. I think it was not over the signature of the 
Secretary of War, but am under the impresssion that it was 
'over the signature of James R. Lofland. 

Qaestion. Do you know whether the I^roTOst Marshals received 
compensation or pay for tbeir services, or whether they are to re- 
ceive such compensation or pay ? 

Answer. The language of the papers accompanying the 
commission, over the signature of Adjutant General Thomas, 
is that they shall receive dollars per month. 

Question. Ifo you understand from the language of the com- 
mission that you were, on the day of election, and still are, under pay 
from the General Government ? 

Answer. I am not able to say whether I shall receive any- 
thing or not. One thing I do know, that I have not received 
anything. 

Jno. C. Hazzard. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 

The Committee adjourned until 9 o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 



Tuesday, February 10, 1863—9 o'clock, P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — ^Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Cahall, Williams and 
.Waples. 

Benjamin Wharton, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
tth day of November last ? 

Answer. At Milton, in Sussex County. 

Question. What is your ocenpation ? 

Answer; I keep a public house. 

Question. Do you know whether the soldiers, who were there on 
the day of the election, interfered with or arrested any person resid- 
ing in that town, or in that Hundred J 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I thought they interfered with. me. I 
was arrested, for what cause, I have not found out. At the 
time, I was leaning on the banisters on the stairway, smoking 
a cigar. I was on the porch a while before dark on Tuesday 
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eYening, thd day of the electioni talking with a couple of meir, 
of whom I had borrowed some money to keep for them until 
the next day. While talking with those two men, a young 
man, dressed in marine's clothes, a soldier, I suppose, told me 
he would have no fuss around the house — those men were 
talking pretty loudly. I then asked him Lf he had any busi- 
ness with me. He said I would soon find out. I replied to 
him, and told him if he had any business with me to go about 
it — I had none with him. I then stated if his oi&cers had any 
business with me, to go and tell them to come and aee me 
themselves, not to send a young snotty nose like that I had 
children in the house older than he was. Probably an hour 
after that, I was talking with another soldier that came to my 
house, stating to him concerning the conversation between the 
young man and me, in regard to my keeping less noise about 
my own premises. This man made a reply, that *^ He did 
right, and had it been me, I would have shot you." He also 
said to me : " Damn you, I will have you arrested any way." 
I had no further conversation with him. I think it was 
between the hours of seven o'clock and eight o'clock on the 
same evening that I was arrested, by some five or six of those 
soldiers, and taken to an old school-house in our village. 
While in the school-house, I was seated close to a ten-plate 
stove, and removed on the bench a little further back in a few 
moments afterwards. While sitting on the bench, a soldier 
said to a darkey, whom I think he called George, *' Stay here 
a few moments, I am going as far as the door ; put a stick of 
wood in the stove." The darkey obeyed the order, put a stick 
in the stove, and then turned round and laughed at me. I sup- 
posed I was placed under a darkey sentinel. I remained in the 
old school-house half an hour, it might have been three quar- 
ters, when I was told by one of the soldiers to walk as far as' 
the door, that some person wanted to see me. I walked out of 
' the door and met a gentleman who, I was informed afterwards, 
was called the 1st Lieutenant of the company, and, as he told 
me, Captain in charge at that time. I did not know his name. 
After getting out of the crowd, there were two other gentlemen, 
one of them being Mr. John C.Hazzard, the other I did not know* 
After' going ten or fifteen yards from the school-house with 
those tnree gentlemen, we stopped and conversed together. 
Mr. Hazzard asked me what was the matter. I told him that 
I had been arrested for some cause or other, but could not tell 
what He said that he heard of my arrest, and, not being very 
well, was in the act of retiring to bed, but came down to see 
why I was arrested, I^ think his words were, I then aaked Mr. 
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HftSKard if I ever interfered with him or his husiiieisil. Be 
answered, " No, you never did." I asked him if he ever kileW 
xne-to keep a disorderly house, or interfere with any. person's 
business. The answer was, '^No." Then the Lieutenant I 
think it was, made the reply, and said that I was arMitod 
through the intelligence of loyal citizens ; that I had abTuedl 
the soldiers. I told him, if he or any other man said «v he 
told a felsehood. Then he told me I could go home, an^ he 
would go a part of the way with me. He went as> far as the 
old (drarohyard corner, being about thirty yards from where we 
stood at the time we were talking. We stopped on the oomef 
of the churchyard ; I thanked him very kindly for his kmd 
oflfer ; told him I did not require any guard, was no strangest ia 
the village, and knew the way home. 

Question. Did yon see any of the soldiers, present at Miltoii tkat 
day, interfere with Mr. Ponder, at his store, or any other place t 

Answer. No, sir ; not that day, but the next I did not 
see them do any thing, except I saw them go to the store ; t 
saw them come out of the store ; I met four of them on the 
comer of the street ; at the corner of Mr. Pender's dweUiilg. 
Said I, " Gentlemen, what is the great trouble." One of tii^tti 
made the reply, " We are going to arrest that damned Jm 
Ponder." I asked what that was for. He said that it was fot 
some of his threats ; he did not tell what the threats were. 
One young man, a soldier, said he did not think Mr. Ponder 
had ever made any such threats* Another spoke up, and 8aad> 
"Yes, he did, the damned son of a bitch ; let us go aAd arrest 
him any wajr." At that time, Mr. Wilkrd SaiUsbury droVe 
up in a carnage. Mr. Ponder came out of the store, met Mr 
John F. Allen, and the 1st Lieutenant of the companv, whHe 
crossing the street, halted a few moments to taUc withi 
ti^etti. fie then invited the soldiers over to his house. The 
eharge against Mr. Ponder, as I now remember) was not that 
he had made threats, but that he caUed them black BepublicaiUEk 

B. P. Whakton. 

James M. Baynak sworn and exaaiined. 

By the Chairman : 
Qoestion. Were you present at Miiton, at the l^eneral eleetioHi 
•on the 4th day of November last ? 
Jixmrti. 1 was. 

Question. Were there soldiers about the polls that day f 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
-Qoestion. Did you see those -soldiers, or any of them, interftfH 

621571 ■ 



100 

with, abuse, or strike any citizen of that Hundred, when he. was 
going to the polls that day f 

Answer. I did see them interfere with more than one. I 
saw them strike a man three licks in the face, knocking him 
down, and kicking him, and tore the coat off him. I ran in, 
and caught hold of a couple of them, and told them, " For 
God's sake, not to kill him." They ordered me to hush ; I did 
so at that time. A short time after that, I went acrosd the 
ground ; I heard a Republican and a Democrat in conversation ; 
I saw an officer standing close by ; he heard tbe convezaafeion, 
and ordered the Democrat to hush talking. I found if he did 
not hush, he would be arrested ; I caught him by the coat^and 
told him he had better walk away. In a few minutes after- 
wards, I walked around on the other side of the ground by the 
polk. While I was standing there, I saw Mr. James Ponder 
start to the window; I did not know at the time what. he 
started for ; I learned afterwards that it was to speak to. Mr. 
William y . Coulter, and in going' there, somebody tripped him, 
or he slipped and came near falling. I heard one of soldiers 
at the other end of the entrance halloo, and tqll other soldiers 
to stamp him, repeating it, I think, three times. At that time 
the Provost Marshal was on the ground, but did not try to stop 
him. Mr. Hazzard did tell them to let him go before he was 
struck, but not afterward. Directly I saw one of the offiicera 
go up to Mr. Ponder, and talk with him ; I do not know what 
Mr. Fonder said to him. In a few minutes I heard him call 
one of the soldiers to him, and tell him to stand there; that he 
wanted to go and see Mr. Ponder ; that he wanted an explana- 
tion of what he meant ; and he did go to Mr. Ponder. I think, as 
well as I recollect, I heard Mr. Ponder tell him, if he (the soldier) 
would attend to his business, he (Ponder) would attend to his. 
I never was at the polls at night after the polls were closed. 
My friends told me not to go up there, they were hunting for 
m,e to arrest me. I kept out of their way until they lefk the 
town. 

Qaestion. Is not Mr. Ponder one of the principal citizens of the 
town, and a peaceable man ? 

Answer Yes, sir. He is a merchant and grain dealer, and 
one of the principal citizens of the town, and a peaceable, law- 
abiding man. 

Qnestion. Did not the soldiers, who were at Milton, create all, 
or nearly all, the distarbance which took place that day 1 

Answer They created all the disturbance that I saw on the 

James it. Bxyuas. 
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BoBSBT L. LA<nr, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Qaestion. Were yoa Constable at Milton during the last jear^ 
and at the time of the last general election f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and at the election before. 

Question. Were yon present in Milton on the daj of the last 
general election, in the obedience to the requirements of the law, as 
a conservator of the public peace J 

. Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do jou recollect any instance there that day of a little 

disturbance, when you were endeavoring to preserve the public 
peace ? 

Answer. I do. There was a Democratic wagon drove up 
from the Neck, haying several persons in it. There was a Be- 

riblican who got up on the wheel, I thought he was intoxicated ; 
put my hand on him and told him I wished him to get down, 
in obedience to my duty as constable. I wished him to raise 
no disturbance. He looked around at me, and kicked me 
down. I asked him why he did it. He said I had no business 
to put my hands on him. Mr. Hazzard, the Provost Marshal, 
came up in the time, and said I had no right to put mv hands 
on any one — that I must keep my hands oif. I told him I 
was only endeavoring to keep order. He went oflf and said no 
more to me. 

Question. Did yon hear any threats there that day on the part of 
any person, that they would arrest, or cause persons to be arrested J 

Answer. I did; I heard the Lieutenant, in several oases; 
tell Democratic persons that they might think, but oould not 
talk ; and if they did not mind how they acted, he would hare 
them arrested. Mr. Ponder, John Stokely, that I know of, and 
myseli^ were threatened with arrest. 

. Question. Did not the soldiers, who were in Milton, at or near 
tiie polls that day, create the principal part of the disturbance which 
took place ? 

Answer. They created all that I saw, except the case in 
regard to myself, of which I have spoken. 

Question. Would you not, in your judgment, from all that yoti 
saw, have had better order without the soldiers than you had with 
them ? 

Answer. I thought we should have had fully as good order^ 
if not better. 

Question. Were the persons you have named as having been 
thfiftfttened with arresti guilty of any breach of the peace J ... 
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Answer. Thej were not ; they were active Democrats, and 
were only trying to get as many to vote their ticket as they 
could by fair means. 

BOBEBT L. Lacxt. 

William V. Coulteb, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Qaestion. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. At Milton, in Broadkiln Hundred, in Sussex 
County. 

Question. Did 70a rote on the day of the last general election^ 
and if 80» where ? 

Answer. I did ; in Milton. 

Question. How long hare you been a Toter J 

Answer. Forty-six years. 

Question. Did yon observe anything on that day, at or near the 
polls, unusual and different from what yon had ever seen before T 

Answer. Yes ; I saw things that day which I never saw 
before, and hope I shall never see again. I was called on by 
my Democratic friends to stand at the window that day and 
see to the voting. I went down to the Academy in the morn- 
ing where they vote. There were several soldiers standing 
around near the window. I asked what they were there for. 
John Allen, who was in soldiers' clothes, remarked to me that 
they were not to prohibit any one from voting. The window 
at which we vote was high, and it is necessary to have some- 
thing to stand on. We put a box there. I was one of those, 
who stood at the window on that box, and had a good chance 
to see what was going on. The election was opened ; people 
commenced voting as peaceably as usual,, and about fifteen or 
twenty had voted, when a lot of soldiers were brought by the 
Lieutenant and placed in two lines from the window. I saw no 
reason why they should be brought there. There had not 
been one word of disturbance. The people passed up and 
voted for a considerable time. Then came up a man who was 
intoxicated and offered his vote. But he seemed to have a 
good deal to talk about. He had not broken the public 
peace. The Lieutenant at the outer end of those men told 
them to take him away. They ran up and took hold of him, 
and as he was backing out, they commenced slriking him in 
the £Eice with their fists> and finally got him down. He aftor< 
wards came up again to vote, and he commenced talking again 
in his way, doing nobody any harm. The Lieolenant t^d urn 
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if he did not vote that he should oome away and not vote at 
alL He got his vote in finally. He was* a Democrat. •• 

Question. Do joa know any citizen of Milton, a prominent 
Democrat there, who consulted frequently with you during the day, 
and who was interfered with and finally pushed down bj the sol- 
diers f 

Answer. I can say this much : that the Democratic friends 
had not the same privilege to come and speak to me at the 
window that the Bepublicans had on their side of the window. 
For it seemed to me that those soldiers found out pretty soon 
who the Democrats were. Mr. James Ponder, who wished to 
speak to me about something, I do not recollect what, goi up 
to me on the^ outside of the soldiers, between them and the 
steps. The fellow that stood next to me seemed to be Sergeant. 
As Mr. Ponder stepped back to go out, this soldier stepped 
back and jammed Mr. Ponder between himself and the steps. 
Mr. Ponder made a blunder and came near falling. Another 
soldier remarked he would like to catch that fellow. He said; 
" Yes ; I wish I had broken his legs." They were taken away, 
and other fellows filled their place. The same soldiers did not 
remain all the time. They would have their bayonets out in 
their hands and rubbing them to make them brighter, and 
swearing that they would like to use them, and that they c#uld 
drink a gallon of rebel's blood. Before the polls were closed, 
they wanted the window put down. I told them it should not 
be put down until the proper time. One of them told me if 
I did not put it down, he would vote. I told him if he did, 
he should vote over my body. The election was closed. I 
stepped off the box to go away. I heard samebodv thumping 
on the window with their fingers. I turned rouna to see who 
it was, and it was Mr. Hazzard, the Provost Marshal. The 
window was hoisted. I stepped back to it, and he asked the 
officers if it would not be best to put some soldiers in the house. 
I objected and it was not granted. I stepped off again. I 
heard some one thumping against the house or door, and it was 
Mr. Hazzard thumping at the door. They opened the door, 
and he went in. I did not get in. The door was pulled to 
while he was in there. He then came out and got some aol- 
diers, and they went in. 

QaestiouL >Did jon believe, from your obser?ation that day, and 
from your knowledge of the voters of that hundred, that there was 
any necessity for the presence of soldiers at the polls at Miltoa that 
day, for the preservation of tb^ public peace J 

..Aofwer^. KoMatjallt 



' QvMioii. ]>o joo or do ypa not think tltat tbe prenenee of the 
soldiers there that daj had the effect to intimidate Democrat^ 
Toters f 

Answer. I do. I saw an old gentleman, a Democrat^ oome 
up at the lower end of the file of soldiers at two different times. 
I was satisfied his object was to come np to vote. He turned 
off and went away. I beckoned to a ^ntleman to come up to 
me where I was, and told him to tell tne man to come up and 
vote ; that he should not be hurt. He came and voted after- 
wards. 

QaestioD. Woald 70a not, in yonr jadgment> have had a mneh 
fairer election, without the presence of the soldiers, than joa had 
with them. 

Answer. Yes. I think we should have had a fair election 
had it not been for them. 

Question. Did not the presence of the soldiers there that day 
rather create trouble and disturbance than prevent it f 

Answer. Yes, sir. I never saw such disturbance at an 
election before. 

Wm. V. COULTBB. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

The Committee adjourned until 8 o'clock, P. M. 



. Same Day, 8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Williams, "Waplea^ 
Hors^, and Slay, 

Jam£S Pokdee, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. In Milton, Broadkiln Hundred, Sussex County. 

Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election, 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. I did ; at Milton. 

Question. Did you observe anything unusual, and different' from 
what you had ever seen before at or near the polls that day ? 

Answer. We had soldiers at our polls, which is unusual 
and unprecedented. 

Question. Will you please to state all you know in reference to 
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the soldiers there that day ; what they did when they came there ; 
wlien they went away ; nnder whose commabd they were while there, 
and everything yon know in reference to them i 

j&Liiswer. Very early on election morning, I was called up 
by a portion of my family to see soldiers march by. 1 imme- 
diately arose, went up to the Academy, the voting place in oiir 
Hundred. 1 found the soldiers in possession oi the houae, 
their arms stacked in front of the window where the votes are 
received. I went in search of the officers who had them in 
charge to ascertain the object of their presence. I succeeded 
in finding two persons who called theijoselves lieutenants, and 
John C. Hazzard, who, I afterwards learned, was the Provost 
Marshal for that Hundred. The said Provost Marshal intro- 
duced me. I asked them why we were honored with their 
presence. One of the lieutenants informed me that he was 
sent there by General Wool. I asked him what for. John C. 
Hazzard, I believe, replied to my interrogation. He said that 
threats had been made. I askea him what kind of threats, and 
if he did not know that we were a very civil and law-abidine 
people. He answered, " Well, there have been threats, and 
threats made." I then addressed myself to the Lieutenant, and 
said that I presumed we should have the rights of freemen, that 
we should vote and talk. He replied, that we might think, that 
our thoughts were our own, but should not be allowed to talk. 
I turned away ; one of the Lieutenants remarked to the. other, 
that that was a secessionist or rebel ; the other replied, "Yes, 
I know him ; I have heard of him before." I then went home 
to my breakfast, and returned to the voting place a short time 
before the voting began. After the polls had been open some 
fifteen or twenfy minutes, I suppose, and the people were voting 
in their usual and quiet way, very suddenly, and almost by 
magic, there was a file of soldiers placed on each side of the 
window, and voters were directed to pass through the files of 
soldiers. Shortly after the soldiers were placed at the window, 
a man, by the name of Primrose, started up to vote; he 
stopped about midway, I suppose, said he wanted to read his 
ticket, and see if there were any negroes on it. That created 
a considerable sensation. Some were hallooing, " Go up and 
vote," and some hallooing, " Take him out.*' Meanwhile, some 
of the soldiers caught him from behind, while two or three 
were striking and kicking him in the front. This man had his 
ticket open, and it was a Democratic ticket. They finally suc- 
ceeded in pulling him or knocking him down and tearing his coat. 
I remarked to some one standing by, " I thought it was a pretty 
Btate ofaflhirfl^ and outrageous to force us to vote through 
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floldiersJ' Shortly after that, one of the Lieutenants came to 
me, and wanted to know what were those remarks I had made 
in regard to the soldiers. I replied, that I had neither the 
time nor opportunity to quarrel with him ; that if he had any 
business to attend to, he had better attend to it^ and I would 
attend to mine ; that I knew my rights, and was going to 
maintain them. 

Qaestion. Do you know of any instances of their interferinf^ 
with individnalR that day, other than those yon ha?e named — ^whether 
they arrested anybody ? 

Answer. There was not anybody arrested that day on the 
election ground. I heard of their threatening to do it during 
the whole day. They interfered in almost every instance 
when they saw Democrats talking with voters ; for, by some 
meanS; they very soon learned who the Democrats were. I do 
not know of a single instance where they interfered with Re- 
publicans, and they did assist and were very willing to assist 
the Republicans on every occasion. 

Qn^stion. Did their whole conduct there that day show that they 
were there for the benefit of the Republiean party, and for the 
injury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. It did, conclusively. 

Question. Did their presence at the polls contribute to the pre- 
servation of the public peace ? 

Answer. It did not. We have very peaceable elections ; 
at the Inspector's election, held about a month previous, at 
which there were nearly as many votes polled, it was very 

Suiet and peaceable, and not a particle of disturbance during 
le day. , 

Question, Did the presence of the soldiers there produce great 
dissatisfaction and intimidation among the voters ? 

Answer. It did ; it was with considerable difficulty that we 
could get some of our Democrats who were there to go up to 
the polls to vote. 

Question. Was there any necessity for the presence of soldiers 
there to preserve the public peace ? 

Answer. Not a particle. The officers who are required by 
law to be on the election ground, were there in their official 
capacity to preserve order, and were able and competent to do it, 
90 that every individual should have an opportunity to exercise 
the right of suffrage ; and if there had been any necessity for 
soldierSj there was a Republican Home Guard organized in our 
town^ still in possession of their' arms, and under the command 
of one of the candidates for the State Senate on the Bepublicaa 
ticket 
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QoeBtioD. Did not their praaence at the polls that day rather 
create difficolties than prevent them 1 

Answer. It did. I do not think there would have been a 
fight or any difficulty ; indeed, there was none outside of the 
soldiers. 

Question. Do yon know whether the soldiers, at your place, were a 
part of Wallace's Maryland Home Guard, or some that came under 
General Wool«i 

Answer. They were part of Colonel Wallace's regiment, 
called Maryland Home Guards, as I understand. 

Question. Did any portion of those soldiers visit you the next 
day, at your store, before they left ? 

Answer. On Wednesday morning there came three of these 
soldiers in my store, swearing that they would whip me, that I 
had called them Black Republicans. I told tbem that I had 
not called them anything ; I had not spoken to them. I told 
them to be oflf and leave me, or I would try the virtue of the 
civil law on them. They told me there was no civil law ; that 
they were soldiers, and that military law superseded every 
thing else. They went away, however, swearing they would 
arrest me, or have me arrested. Shortly afterwards I met the 
Lieutenant who had them in charge, and remarked to him that I 
had just been attacked by three of his soldiers. He asked what 
for. I told him they had charged me with calling them Black 
Republicans. He asked if I had. I said I had not, and if I had, 
I did not suppose it would be any cause for arrest. He 
remarked that General Wool had ordered him to arrest every 
person who called another a Black Republican ; and advised 
me, if I did not want to get into difficulties, to keep my mouth 
shut. This was the same Lieutenant who had told me pre- 
viously that we should not be allowed to talk. 

Question. Was there any violence offered to you on election day 
by the soldiers, or during their stay in Milton J 

Answer. I had occasion several times to speak with Mr. Coul- 
ter, who was stationed at the window at the polls, and in pass- 
ing up behind the soldiers, they would step back and try to 
prevent me, and, on one occasion, pushed me down on the door- 
steps. 

Question. Who was in command of the soldiers there that day ? 

Answer. I understood they were in charge of the Provost 
Marshal, John C. Hazzard. 

Question. Was Mr. Hazzard an active and zealous partisan f 

Answer. He was — on the Republican side. 

. Jaxkb PoVPUk . 
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David Loflakp, sworn and examined. 
Bj the Chairman : 

Question. Are joa a Jastice of the Peace 1 

Answer. I was at the time of the last. election. 

Question. Where did jon reside 1 

Answer. At Milton, Sussex County, Delaware. 

Question. Were you present at the polls on the day of the last 
general election, in obedience to your duty as a Justice of the Peace, 
to aid in the preservation of the public peace ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. Were there soldiers also there ? 
Answer. There were. 

Question. Was there any necessity for their presence there for 
for the preservation of the public peace ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Did not their presence rather tend to create difficulty 
and disturbance than to prevent it ? 

Answer. It did. 

Question. Were not the civil authorities fully adequate to the 
preservation of the public peace at the polls at Milton that day ? 

Answer. I think they were. They always had been. 

Question. Did or did not the soldiers themselves create most of 
the difficulties that occurred there that day ? 

Answer. They did. ^' 

Question. Will you please to state, in as few words as you can, 
what was the general conduct of the soldiers there that day ? 

Answer, Their conduct appeared to be very imprudent 
I heard them say or tell Mr. John Stokley that " He was a 
damned gray rebel. Damn him, they could eat him I" I saw 
them both kick and strike Theodore Primrose, and knock him 
down. Primrose told me that he was hurt very badly. I was 
on the ground at the opening of the polls, and remained there 
until the polls were closed. I then went home for my supper. 
After eating, I went immediately back to the Academy, where 
they were tallying the votes. They had just commenced. 
There were five soldiers in the house to guard the polls. The 
house was densely crowded. I did not stay in there long. 
When I came out at the door, there were five or six soldiers. 
I heard one of them say that they were going to arrest James 
Ponder that night. I went to Mr. Ponder's house, and told 
him of it I advised him not to come out I then went back 
to the Academy. Still there were several soldiers standing 
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about the door. I went in and there were five or mn- sokUera 
in the house, around the place where they were tallying out 
votes. I remained there awhile, and went out again, and still 
the soldiers were about the door. 

Question. _Wa8 thd Provost Marshal present while they were 
tallying the votes ? 

Answer. He was there at times. He did not stay there 
long. 

Question. Did he give any orders or directions, or make any in- 
quiries daring that time f 

Answer. He inquired if there had been any misbehavior 
by any person in the house. I do not recollect hearing any 
answer made. 

David Loflakd. 

John Stokley sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election ? 
and if so, state where ? 

Answer. I did vote at Milton, Broadkiln Hundred, Sussex 
County. 

Question. What ticket did you vote ? 

Answer. I voted the Democratic ticket. 

Question. Were you active in exerting your influence for the 
party that day ? 

Answer. I tried to do all I could to secure the election for 
our ticket. • i 

Question. Will you please to state whether the soldiers inter- 
fered with you ? — and if so, what they said or did to yon that day f 

Answer. There was a contention over a vote. Robert Hazel, 
whose father I knew to be a Democrat, fell into the hands of 
the Republicans, and they appeared to intimidate him a good 
deal. I told him not to be scared, that if he wished to vote the 
Democratic ticket he should have a fair chance to do it. A 
soldier replied and asked, " What in the hell it was my busi- 
ness about his voting." Then a number of persons gathered 
around, with some more soldiers. I turned my back and 
iralked off, and as I went off, the soldier called me '* a damned 
gray rebel." I gave him no reply. I thought I had other 
btsiness to attend to which was more important than to be 
quarreling with him. 

Question. Did not the presence of the soldiers there that day 
fiflttlfaer 4eiid to. produce dUBcnHy ihao U> pievent i%t 



110 

Afuswer: I thoug[bt so. 

Qaestion. Did the person, to wbom yon have JQSt alladed, and 
About whose vote the difficnlfy occnrred with jon, rote that daj f 

j&nswer. I was informed that he did vote the Republican 
ticket. 

Qaestion. Do you know, or hare yon heard of any person who 
remained away frc m the election that day on account of the pre- 
sence of the soldiers at the polls ? 

Answer. I heard that a man by the name of Sharp, and 
one by the name of Willy, would not come to vote because 
the soldiers were there. If they had been there, they would 
have voted the Democratic ticket, I presume. They always 
have voted that way, so far as I know. 

John Stokley. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 9 
o'clock. 



Wednesday, February 11, 1863—9 o'clock, P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. SauLsbury, Hitch, Cahall, Slay, Stubbs, 
Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 

Peter Calhoon, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : • 

Question. Where do you reside ? " 

Answer. In Sussex County, Cedar Creek Hundred, on the 
road from Milford to Milton. 

Question. Were you a member of the last Legislature ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did the soldiers who went from Milford to Milton on 
the day of the last general election, stop at your house, and if so, 
did they commit any depredation on your property, and if so, state 
what it was ? 

Answer. There was a set of armed men came to my hotise 
on Tuesday morning, a little before day, and marched around 
my house in the yard. This was very unexpected to me, and 
alarmed my family a good deal. The women were rety muoh 
"fidarmed and confused, and expected that their intention Wan to 
take me away. When we got up in the morning; my daugh- 
ters went to the milkhouse «nd found that it was stripped of 
^ttei) and eyea the eream which had been in the houao ion 
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gone. Thej went off without oommitting any other dfonltge 
to mr. knowledge. I proceeded to Milton. They did not pay 
for the batter aM oream which ther took, neither did they ask 
me for anything to eat ; if they haa I should have giyen them 
something. 

Pbtkb Calhoon. 

Shephiird p. Houston sworn and ezaminedi 
By the Chairman : 

QnestioD. Where do jou reside ? 

Answer. In Lewes and Rehoboth Hundred, within a mil© 
and a quarter of Lewes. 

Qoestion. How long, hare you been a voter ? 

Answer. For thirty years. 

Question. Did you see anything at or near the polls on the day 
of the last general election, unusbal and different from what you 
eTer saw before ? 

Answer. Yes sin We had a company of cavalry there, 
numbering, I believe, between thirty and forty. They were, 
I think, about equally divided between the hotels. The Cap- 
tain and about one-half of his men were at the United States 
hotel. The others were at the hotel where the election was 
held. They were not stationed at the polls. I observed Cap- 
tain Cline near where the election was held, in conversation 
with Captain Lyons, which was the only time I saw Captain 
Cline near the polls. 

Question. Do you know whether the soldiers who were at Lewes 
that day were Maryland Home Onards, under command of Colonel 
Wallace, or whether they were a portion of the troops brought over 
from Baltimore under command of Gen. Wool. ? 

Answer. I had a conversation with Captain Cline on the 
day of the election. He informed me that they were Philadel- 
phians, stationed at Baltimore, and came on with General Wool 
to Seaford. 

Question. Do you know who had charge of the troops at Lewes 
that day after their arrival there ? 

Answer. Captain Cline told me that he was under the direc- 
tion of Captain Lyons. 

Question* Where does Captain Lyons reside ? 

Answer* In Leives. 

Question. Is be an active and violent partisan 7 

Answer* I ccoisider the Captain pr^y violent in political 
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Qnestioo. To what political partj does he belong f " 

Answer. To the Bepnblican party. 

Qaestion. Did the presence of the troops in Lewes, on the daj 
of the election, produce any considerable excitement or intimidation 
among the yoters there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; the Democratic voters were very much 
alarmed. 

Qoestion. Are the two parties there pretty equally divided as to 
nnmerical strength ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there any necessity for the presence of soldiers 
at the polls that day to preserve the public peace ? 

Answer. None at all ; we are a very quiet, peaceable set of 
men. 

Question. Did it not seem to be the general impression among 
persons of all parties, judging from their actions, that the troops 
were there for the benefit of the Republican party, and for the in- 
jury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. There can be no doubt, I think, about that being 
the object. 

Question. Do you know whether there was a volunteer company 
at Lewes previous to the last general election, and whether they re- 
tained possession of their arms up to the day of the election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was a company of Home Guards 
organized in the month of October, who, I believe, were 
drilled every Saturday. They were drilled and commanded by 
Captain John N. Burton. The Lieutenants were David Mur- 
ray and Thomas W. Turner. The officers of the company 
are all Republicans, and the entire company, as fer as my 
knowledge extends, are Republicans. 

Question. Was there any Democratic company in that Hundred 
having possession of arms on the day of election ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Had not all the volunteer companies in your County, 
commanded by Democrats, so far as your knowledge extends, been 
deprived of their arms previous to the day of the last general 
election J 

Answer. So far as my knowledge extends, they were. • 
Question. Were not all the Republican companies in jonr 

county, so far as your knowledge extends, permitted to retain their 

arms up to the day of the last general election J 

Answer. So far as my knowledge extends, they were. 
Question. By what authority was it generally understood that 
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the Democratic companies had been deprived of their arms, and the 
Bepablican companies permitted to retain permission of their arms f 
Answer. I believe it was generally understood that these 
orders came from the War* Department. 

Shepaed p. Houston. 

Laban L. Lyons, sworn and examined : 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. In Lewes, in Sussex County. 
Question. Were you at home all day on the Sabbath previous to 
the last general election f 

Answer. No sir ; I went to Greorgetown. 

Question. How long did you remain at Georgetown ? 

Answer. I left there late in the afternoon ; I am not positive 
abolit that. 

Question. Did you go immediately back to Lewes ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you go to Georgetown that day for the purpose 
of consultation in reference to the introduction of soldiers into the 
State to be present on the day of the last general election f 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. When did you first learn that soldiers were expected to 
be present in this State on the day of the election ? 

Answer. When I got^ to Georgetown, I suppose at H 
o'clock, A. M., I found our people congregated together, and 
seemingly alarmed. They stated that on Saturday nigl^t 
a wagon had been attacked by the Democrats, and two or three 
men badly beaten, and that they should not go to the polls if 
they could not have protection ; and that they had sent messen- 
gers to Washington to see if they could get troops. 

Question. Who were the persons who made these representa* 
tions J 

Answer. Mr. Jacob Moore, Mr. William Ellegood, and 
others, whom I do not remember. 

Question. Did they state that the difficulty with the wagon, of 
which you have spoken, was the cause of their sending those m6sseiw> 
gerS to Washington ? 

Answer. I tldnk that was what they stated. 

Qaestion. Did yon believe, from all that you saw and learned 
from those gentlemen, that that difficulty was really the cause of 
tending those messengers to Washington for the purpose of soliciting 
troops to be brought into the State J 

H 



Answer. I do. I was surprised to find men so alarmed. 
Question. Did joa learn at what time on Satnrdaj night this 
difficulty occurred ? 

Answer. I believe it was about 11 o'clqck. 

Qaestion. Have you ever been at Washington ? 

Answer. Yes, sir* 

Qaestion. Did you not know that it was utterly impossible to 
send messengers at 11 o'clock on Saturday night to go to Washing- 
ton, in time to make arrangements and have troops brought into 
tfcis State, and be present on the day of the election ? 

Answer. I am not positive when tbey said they sent tbem. 
I suppose it was impossible ; I gave that no thought at the 
time. 

Question. Do you not know that for some time previous to the 
day of the last general election, it was in contemplation among the 
leading members of your party to make an effort to have soldiers 
brought into this State, to be present at the polls on the day of the 
election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; nbt to my knowledge ; I never had a 
conversation of that kind with anybody* 

Question. Had you never a conversation with anybody, or did 
you never hear a conversation between others, in which that thing 
was proposed and discussed ? 

Answer. I haVe heard a conversation in reference to bring- 
ing soldiers from our own County home to vote, but never in 
reference to introducing foreign soldiers into the State. 

Question* Was it only for the purpose of voting that it was pro- 
posed to bring your own soldiers home ? 

Answer. That is the way I understood it. 
Question* Were you the Provost Marshal for Lewes and Reho- 
beth Hundred on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I was special Provost Marshal. 

Question. When did you receive your commission ? 

Answer. On Monday morning about three o'clock. 

Question. By what means did you receive it ? 

Answer. By a messenger from Georgetown ; his name was 
Martin ; I am not certain whether first his name was William 
or George. 

Question. Have you this dommission with you f 

Answer. No, sir* 

Question. When was it dated ? 

Answer. I think it was dated ihe 2d of November; 1 do 
not remember exactly. 
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Question. What day in the week did the second of Kovember 
come on ? 

Answer. Sunday* 

Question. Over whosfe signature was your commission ? 
Answer. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War, I believe* 
Question. Did you know the handwdting in which the com*^ 
mission \^as filled up ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not. 

Question. Did you receive any letter or communication from any 
citizen of this State at the same time yott received your commission ? 

Answer. I received no letter ; I think there was an order, 
on a separate piece of paper, to report to General Wool, at 
Seaford. 

Question. Over whose signature was this order ? 

Answer. I believe it was James E. Lofland. 

Question. Have you that order with you ? 

' Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Will you please state its contents, as far as yoii can 
recollect ? 

Answer. I am not able to state correctly, for it has passed 
off my mind ; but I will state it to the best of my knowledge. 
Either it, or the commission, I am not able to say which, or* 
dered me to report to General Wool, at Seaford. 

Question. Do you know for what object you were appointed 
Provost Marshal, and what were your duties ? 

Answer. I do not know ; I was appointed without my con* 
gent. I suppose the object was to take charge of the troops 
detailed for Lewes. 

Question. Did you take charge of those troops, and provide for 
their accommodation ? 

Answer. I do not know that I took much charge of them ; 
they went on ahead of me. I ordered them to stop at George* 
town until I came up, but it was late at night, and citizens 
from our place were there, and volunteered to guide them to 
Lewes* 

Qn^stiouv What citizen or citizens were they who volunteered ? 

Answer* I think it was John P. Marshall. 

Question. Do you know the purpose for which Mr. Marshall 
-yisited Georgetown that day ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 

(Question. Of what political^party is he a member f 

Answer. I believe he belongs to the Union.partf. 
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Question. Did you, or did you not, bespeak accommodations for 
the soldiers at the two hotels at Lewes, either before or after their 
arriTal ? 

Answer. I do not remember exactly ; I do remember that 
an arrangement was made, either by me or somebody else, to 
divide them between the hotels, one hotel not being sufficient 
to accommodate them all. 

Question. Do you know by whom the expenses of the soldiers 
at the hotels were paid, or whether they have been paid at all 7 

Answer. They have never been paid. Bills were made out 
and sent to General Wool, but they have never been heard 
from. 

Question. Did you believe at the time of the last general election, 
or do you believe now, that there was any necessity for the presence 
of soldiers at Lewes to preserve the public peace ? 

Answer. I do not think there was any great necessity. 

Question. I understood you to say that you never heard the 
subject of bringing soldiers into this State, to be present on the day 
of the last general election, proposed or discussed previous to your 
going to Georgetown on the Sabbath previous to the election — was 
I correct ? 

Answer. I may have been present when some persons ex- 
pressed a wish to have soldiers here. This was the first serious 
conversation I ever heard in relation to the subject. 

Question. I understood you to say that the disturbance at 
Georgetown, about-eleven o'clock on Saturday night previous to the 
election, was the cause or pretext for the effort made to bring sol- 
diers into the Stat^, to be present on the day of the last general elec- 
tion — was I right ? 

Answer. Yes, air, Th^t was what I understood to be the 
cause. 

Question. Did you request Captain Cline to station soldiers 
l^bout the polls at Lewes on the day of election, or did yon request 
him to cause the arrest of any citi;;en of the^t Sundred ? 

Answer, I never gaw Captain Cline fron^ the time he left 
Seaford until Tuesday morning, the morning of the election. 
On Tuesday n^oming I called on Captain Cline, at the hotel. 
5[e asked me what I wanted him to do. X told him I did not 
want him to do anything but keep his men In order, and not 
kt them get drunk, and stray about the town and commit any 
uncivil act. That if any emergency should arise in which I 
shonld want him, I would call for him. 

Question. Did youdall for him at anytime that day, and request 
him either to station troops at tbp poUSi or cause the arrest of any 
citizen of your County J 



117 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Wat there another Provost Marshal in Lewes ? 

Answer. Henry C. Maul, I think, is permanent Provoit 
Marshal ; appointed; I think, two or three months before the 
election. 

Qaestion. Do joa know for what purpose he was appointed J 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 

Question. Do you know what his politics are f 

Answer. He is a Union man. 

Question. Did you then, or do you now, expect to receive any 
compensation for your services as Provost Marshal ? 

Answer. No, sir. I did not, and do not expect to receive 
any. I was only special Provost Marshal for that day. I 

think the commission stated that I should receive dollars 

per month, and expenses paid. 

Ljlban L. Lyons. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 

The Committee adjourned until 7J o'clock this evening. 



Same Day, 7 J o'clock, P. M. 
Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — ^Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Stubbs, Williams, 
and Waples. 

Joseph A. McFekrak sworn and examined. 
By the Cliairman : 

Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election ; 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. I voted at Seaford in Sussex County. 

Question. Did you observe anything unusual and different from 
what yon had ever seen before at the polls that day 7 

Answer. I did, sir. 

Question. Please state what it was. 

Answer. I saw a squad of United States cavalry, with 
drawn sabres, guarding the entrance to the polls. 

Question. What was their position in reference to the polls ? 

Answer. They were drawn in line on each side of the win- 
dqw; their sabres were drjwn; they were also mounted. I 
saw also an officer there c^ed Provost Marshal — ^Bhodes Haz- 
zard, a citizen of Seaford.' 



118 

Qaestion. Is Rhodes Hazzard an active and zealous partizan ? 

Answer. He is an active politician, in one sense of the 
irord. 'He is a smooth, plausible man : one who is capable of . 
doing the work of the Devil in the guise of an angel, in my 
opinion. 

Qaestion. To what political party does he belong ? 

Answer. He belongs to the Republican party, or, as they 
call themselves, the Union party. 

Question. Had he charge of the soldiers at Seaford that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I say " Yes, sir," because General Wool 
said so. 

Question. Was the presence of the soldiers at the polls that day 
calculated to produce great intimidation among any class of voters f 

Answer. I thought so. In fact, I may say, it did, among 
all classes of Democratic voters. The opposite party were ex- 
ultant over their presence. 

Question. Was their position on horseback, with drawn sabres, 
as you have described, calculated to produce greater intimidation 
than could have been produced in almost any other way ? 

Answer. The position at the polls was the most threaten- 
ing one they could have assumed. 

Question. Will you please to state when the soldiers arrived at 
Seaford, by what conveyance they were brought, and everything 
that happened ? 

Answer. Colonel Wallace's regiment was there in the after- 
noon of Monday previous to the -election on Tuesday. I sup- 
pose they came by the cars. I did not see. General Wool 
came in the afternoon of the same day by steamboats. He 
brought several companies of cavalry — I don't know how 
many. 

, Question. Will you please state whether you had an interyiew 
with him, and what happened at that interview ? 

Answer. When the boats first came to the wharf at Sea- 
ford, I, in company with some other gentlemen, sought an in- 
terview with him ; but in consequence of his being occupied 
with the Provost Marshals of the different parts of the county, 
we were denied the privilege of going on board of the boat 
Subsequently we sought an interview at the hotel ; and there 
we were at first denied entrance into his room. Dr. Shipley 
went first. I went the second time ; and then I was detiied 
entrance into the room by Garret Layton, one of the Provost 
Marshals. I was told by Jacob Kiaowles, a strong Eepublioan 
partisan, that it wai^ of no use; that I oould effect nothing; 



119 

for the thing was all fixed. Afterwards Governor Ross sent a 
note to General Wool, asking an interview ; which was replied 
to by General Wool in person, stating that he would see us as 
span as he got at leisure. About 10 o'clock or 11 o'clock that 
night, after General Wool finished his business with the Pro- 
vost Marshals and his officers, he came hurriedly into the room 
vhere we were, and after being introduced to several, we asked 
him what the object was in bringing troops into the county? — 
if they were to control the election ? He answered that if it 
were so, he had nothing to do with it ; but that to satisfy us he 
would go and ask " these gentlemen" — meaning, I suppose, the 
Provost Marshals. He went, and when* he returned he said 
that they did not intend to interfere with legal voters. I asked 
General Wool what. he meant by legal voters. He said he did 
not know, that he had nothing to do with it. He seemed to 
be in a hurry and left. Mr. Hazzard, the Provost Marshal, 
took it upon himself to decide whether votes were legal or not, 
constituting himself judge at the polls. I went to see General 
Wool on the day of the election in reference to a vote, refused 
by Mr. Hazzard, and stated to the General the law of our State 
in reference to challenged votes : that they should be decided 
by Judges appointed for that purpose. He said that he would 
see Mr. Hazzard that noon. He referred the matter to Mr. 
Hazzard and not to the Judge of the Election. I saw Mr. 
Hazzard drive a man from the polls before <^he arrived at the 
window. He was a Democratic voter, and told him that if he 
did not leave here he would arrest him, or words of like mean- 
ing. The man referred to did not vote that day. 

Question. Was the presence of the military at the polls calcu- 
lated to produce, ana did it produce, a difference in the result of the 
election ? 

Answer. I think it did, sir, for this reason : The Democrats 
made no effort for at least an hour and a half after the polls 
opened. The doubt of what action the military were going to 
take prevented any effort on the part of the Democrats at the 
opening of the election. In fact, it was seriously debated whether 
or not it was not bfetter to give up the contest on the night pre- 
vious to the election, after our interview with General WooL 

Question. Were yon not a member of the Stat« Senate for four 
years previous to the present session ? 

Answer. I was, sir. 

QoestioQ. By what party were you elected ? 

Answer. By the Democratic party. 



^ 
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Question. Are joa not an actire Democrat, knowing all the 
principal plans and purposes of the Democratic party 7 

Answer. I try to do all I can for the party. I think I am- 
acquainted with the principle? and purposes of the party; and 
if there are secretS; I am apt to know them. 

Qnestion. Did you ever hear of a purpose or a desire, on the 
part of the Democrats, to interfere with th^ polls on the 4th day of 
November last, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. No, sir; never. 

Question. Were the Democrats of your County sanguine and 
confident of carrying the election by a handsome majority, if the 
election was a fair one ? 

Answer. They were, sir, by a majority of from five hundred 
to a thousand votes. 

Question Do you recollect what the Democratic majority, in your 
County, was at the little election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not. 

Question. Was there, or was there not, a necessity for the pre- 
sence of military at the polls, to preserve the public peace, on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; the civil authorities in our County have 
always proved sufficient to preserve the peace. 

Question. Was it, or was it not, understood that all the volun- 
teer companies in your County, commanded by Democrats, had been 
deprived of their arms previous to the day of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. It was so understood. 

Question. Was it, or was it not, generally understood that the 
volunteer companies in your County, commanded by Republicans, 
were permitted to retain their arms up to the time of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. I never heard of a company, commanded hy Ee- 
publican officers, being disarmed. " In fact, I saw the arms of 
the company at Bridgeville, last fall, in Mr. William Cannon's 
store — I mean the present Governor. 

J.%A. McFerban*. 

JoHK S. Bacon, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside f 
Answer. In Little Greek Hundred, Sussex County. 
Qnestion. Did you vote on the day of the last general election^ 
and if so, where J 
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Afiflwer. I did ; At Laurel, in Little Creek Hundred; and 
Sussex County. 

QaestioD* Did jon observe anjthiog at or sbont the polls, 
nnusnal and different from what jon had ever seen before on th» 
the day of the election f 

Answer. I did, sir ; I saw a portion of Captain Watkins' 
company of Colonel Wallace's regiment, of Maryland Home 
Guards, armed with muskets, loaded, and bayonets fixed, also 
a Provost Marshal, John L. Bacon. 

Qnestion. Who had command of those soldiers that day 7 

Answer. The Captain had the immediate command, but he 
said he was under the control of the Prorost Marshal. 

Question. Of what political party was the Provost Marshal under- 
stood to be a member ? 

Answer. Of what I would call the Kepublican party ; of 
what they call themselves, the Union party. 

Question. In what position were the military that day in refer- 
ence to the polls ? 

Answer. They formed three sides of a square, the house in 
which the votes were received, and the adjoining fence making 
the other. 

Question. Were the soldiers placed in any other part of the 
town that day ? 

Answer. They were placed in charge of two storehouses 
and two hotels. 

Question. Who were the proprietors of the storehouses of which 
they took charge ? 

Answer. One was mine, the other was Isaac W. Sirman's. 

Question, What are the politics of yourself and Mr. Sirman f 

Answer. I am a Democrat; he is what is called a Union man, 
or Eepublican. The Captain said to me that he put the soldiers 
to watch me, and* I must watch the liquor ; meaning thereby, 
I* suppose, to keep me from the polls, at least ; he told me when 
he saw me at the polls, that I had violated his orders in leaving 
the store. 

Question. Was there any proclamation of any kind made at the 
polls about the time the voting commenced, by the Captain or any 
other person ? 

Answer. The Captain said, about the time the polls were 
opened, that there should no one go inside of this square of 
soldiers to challenge voters — that that should be determined 
by the Inspector and Judges. Later in the day, a gentleman 
was talking to another one> requesting him to go forward and 
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Vote a white man's ticket, when the Captain said that he would 
arrest and compel that man to take the oath (rf allegiance, for 
no man should talk that way in his presence. He said our 
thoughts were our own, but oar actions and words belonged to 
the government. The man was compelled to leave town to 
ivoid arrest. 

Qnestion. Was the presence of the military at the polls and in 
the town that day, calculated to produce, and did it produce, great 
dissatisfaction and intimidation among any class of voters present 
that day? 

Answer. It did, sir, among the Democratic voters. 

Question. Did it produce a like intimidation among the Repub- 
lican voters ? 

Answer. It did not ; it made them sanguine and dictatorial. 

Qnestion. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of soldiers, at Laurel, on the day of the last general elec- 
tion in order to preserve the public peace ? 

Answer. There was not, so far as the Democrats were con- 
cerned. All that the Democrats desired, was a fair election. 

Question. Did the presence of the militUry there, in your judg- 
ment, conduce to the preservation of the public peace ? 

Answer. I think not ; I think it would have been as quiet, 
so far as the polls were concerned ; there might have been 
more noise off from the polls. 

Question. Do you know whether any person was arrested there 
that day ? 

Answer. . I saw three in charge of some soldiers, George 
M. Wootten was one, Hezekiah Matthews another, and a man 
by the name of Washington Cole. 

Question. Do you know for what they were arrested ? 

Answer. I think Mr. Wootten was arrested for urging bis 
son to vote the Democratic ticket. I was not present. I do 
know why the others were arrested. .The two that could vote 
were Democrats, The other was not entitled to a vote. 

John S. Bacon. 

Stephen Green, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where did you reside at the time of the last general 
•lection ? 

Answer. In Broad Creek Hundrefd. 
Question. Where did you ?ote ? 
Answer. I voted in th« same Hundred. 
Question. How long hare yon been a voter ? 
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Answer. About fiftj-one yeara. 

Question. Did you see anything at or near the polls in Broad- 
creek Hundred, on the day of the last election, unusual and differen* 
from what you had ever seen before on election day ? 

Answer. I did. I never had seen soldiers at the polls before 
that. It was with difficulty that the Democrats could get to 
vote at all, until near night. Some left without voting, and re- 
turned again late in the evening ; and some, I think, did not 
return at all that day. 

Question. What position did the soldiers occupy in reference to 
polls ? 

Answer. There was a square formed at the end of the 
house where they received the votes, perhaps twelve feet 
square. There were three soldiers within that square during 
the day, and it was with very great difficulty that any of the 
Democratic voters could get within that square; frequently 
when they did enter, they were thrust back at the point of the 
bayonet. The Union party, I presume they go by that name, 
could get admittance, as certain individuals, who wore blue 
ribbons in their button-holes, were permitted to take any 
and several individuals at a time to go within that inclosure, 
and vote them at their will. 

Question. Were there many persons who wore these blue rib* 
bons, of which you speak ? 

Answer. I think there were eight or ten. 

Question. Did they all belong to the same party, or were they 
members of diflferent parties ? 

Answer. They all belonged to the same party. 

Question. To what party did they belong ? . 

Answer. The Union party. 

Question. Was there any other person, except the soldiers you 
have named, permitted to remain within that inclosure during the 
day? 

Answer. The Provost Marshal, Henry Betts, and Mr. James 
Scott> who, as I understood, was the Democratic Provost Mar- 
shal, were in there. 

Question. Do you know what time in the day Mr. Scott went in 
this square ? 

Answer. I did not see him there before 1 o'clock. 

Question. To what political party .did Mr. Betts, the Provost 
Marshal, belong f 

Answer. The Union party. 

Question. Was he an active and viole&t ^niaa»? 

Answer. He was. 



^ 
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Question. Did jon erer hear of a parpose or desire on the part 
of the Democrats to interfere with the polls, so as to preyent a fair 
election on the 4th of November last 7 

Answer. I never did. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, anjr necessity for the 
presence of military at the polls, to preserve the public peace on 
that day ? 

Answer. In my judgment, there was not. 

Question. Was it generally understood by all parties there, that 
the military were present for the purpose of benefiting one party and 
injuring the other ? 

Answer. I believe that was the general opinion. 

Question. For the benefit of which party was it understood that 
they were there f 

Answer. For the Union party. As a proof of it, I had to 
become security to an old lady with an only son, who was 
afraid to suflfer him to go to the election without my becoming 
surety for his safe return without injury. 

Question. Did you, or did you not, see Mr. Betts several times 
that day take Democratic tickets from voters after they went into 
the square, and place Republican tickets in their hands ? 

Answer. I was standing close by the window where they 
received the votes, outside the square. I saw Mr. James 
Truit, an old gentleman, considerably under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor, who, I believed, intended to vote a Demo- 
cratic ticket. When he approached the window where they 
received the votes, I saw Mr. Betts, the Provost Marshal, take 
the ticket out of his hand and read it. He retained that ticket, 
and ran his hand in his left pantaloons' pocket, took out 
another ticket, and placed it in Mr. Truit's hand, and imme- 
diately took him by the hand and held it to the window, and 
told him to vote it, and he did so. As to seeing him take a 
ticket from any other individual and exchange it, I did not 
see him, but I neard a number of others say he did do it. 

Question. Did they, or. did they not, that day, form their square 
by means of a rope ? 

■ Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were those men who wore blue ribbons permitted to 
take in voters across the ropes whenever they pleased ? 

Answer. They stepped over the rope just whenever they 
pleased. Mr. Jacob Knowles carried at least fifty across the 
xoi>6, and there were others who oould have done so, if they 

' been as aotire partizan& 
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Qnestion. Were the Democrats also permitted to carrj their 
TOters across this rope f 

Answer, They were not. I think we lost all the doubtful 
voters in consequence of their not permitting us to cross the 
rope. 

Question. Were any persons, except those gentlemen you have 
named as wearing blae ribbons in their button-holes, permitted to 
take voters across that rope J > 

Answer. No, sir ; with the exception of myself. I ^as 
permitted to pass over. once. 

Question. Do you recollect any way by the side of the honse in 
which persons were permitted to pass up and vote ? 

Answer. At each comer of the house there was a small 
entrance, in one of which they would admit voters, the ether 
was for them to/eturn out. 

Question. Had all classes of voters the privilege to pass between 
those tents and the house ? 

Answer. I thought not. I knew a number of persons who 
were trying to vote from early in the morning until 4 o'clock, 
before they succeeded. I think all their party had voted be- 
fore a number of the Democrats got to vote at all. 

Question. Were the tents, of which you have spoken as one 
boundary of the space you have referred, the tents of the soldiers ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you present at Broad Creek Hundred on the 
day of the little election ? ^ 

Answer. I was. 

Question. It has been stated that a man stood at the polls with 
a loaded revolver, threatening to shoot any Union man who 
attempted to vote. I desire to know if that was true ? 

Answer. I was not there at the time. I understood the 
next day there was a quarrel between Mr. Dawson and some 
other man, and that Mr. Dawson drew his pistol in self-def6nce, 
I did not understand that he threatened to shoot any Union 
man who attempted to vote. I understood that it was a De- 
mocrat whom he threatened to shoot if he did not desist, 

Stephen Gbeek . 

On motion of Mr. Hitch, 

The Committee adjourned until 8 J o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 
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Thubsday, February 12, 1868 — 8 J o^clock, A. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Cahall, Stubbs, Waplea 
and Horsey. 
James H. Boyce, of S., sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where did yon Tote on the daj of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. In Laurel, Little Creek Hundred, Sussex County. 

Question. Where did you spend the day ? 

Answer. I staid at Laurel until 1 J o'clock. . 

Question. Please state what you saw at Laurel, of the action of 
the military ? 

Answer. I saw the military there. I did not pay a great 
deal of attention to their conduct. They were'stationed ground* 
the polls: a part of them .were around the polls, and a part of 
them at the stores and hotels. 

ijuestion. Did their presence there produce great dissatisfaction 
and intimidation among any class of voters ? ' 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it did among the Democrats. 
Question. Did it produce a like intinaidation among the Repub- 
licau or Union voters ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of soldiers at the polls, at Laurel, to preserve the pub- 
lic peace, on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; there was not. 
Question. Are you a Democrat ? 
Answer. I am, sir. 

Question. Do you know all the principal plans and purposes of 
the Democratic party in conducting campaigns ? 

Answer. Principally so, sir. 

Question. I ask you whether you ever heard of a desire or pur- 
pose, on the part of the Democratic party, to interfere with the 
polls, so as to prevent a fair electioi^ on the 4th of November last ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never did. 

Question. Will you state what you saw and know of the action 
of the military in Broad Creek Hundred, and also of the conduct of 
the Provost Marshal there, on the day of the last general election ? 
■^ Answer. The conduct of the Provost Marshal was to pro- 
hibit all Democrats from voting Democratic tickets that he 
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possibly could, by keeping tbem off from the polk. I went 
up with some men to see them vote, and he told me that these 
men could not vote until he got ready or saw proper ; that tbe 
power was in his hands, and he intended to use it. And at 
the time that I was up at the polls, he would call for men thai 
wore the blue ribbons, at a distance of thirty or forty yards, 
and ask them if they had certain men in order for voting, and 
if so,4o bring them along, and he would vote them. I askecj 
bim if he intended to let the Democrats vote that day. He 
made no ans\yer, but Jacob Knowles asked me if I had' come 
out there with the intention of taking the polls as usual. I 
told him I had not, but came out there to see that the Demo- 
crats should have a chance to vote. He pointed with his hand 
to the bayonets, and told me, " That is what protects us." 
Jacob Knowles seemed to be acting in concert with the Provost 
Marshal, William H. Betts, a member of the Eepublican party, 
I think, and a pretty strong partizan, so far as his knowledge 
extends. 

Question. Do you know anything else in relation to the conduct 
of the soldiers at the polls, in your Hundred, on the day of the last 
general election there ? 

Answer. I was down to Mr. Edward Moore's on the morn- 
ing of the election, a hotel keeper in Laurel, and Captain Wat- 
kins brought up some eight or ten soldiers, halted them in 
front of the hotel, went in to see Mr. Moore himself, and baid to 
him : " I want you to stay in here, and watch your liquors, and 
these two soldiers I place at your door are to watch you." 
Mr. Moore said to him : " Here are the keys, take them, and 
lock up." He said : ** I shall not do it." Mr. Moore said to 
him : " Let me shut up." He said : " You shall not do it.^ 
Captain Watkins then went out of the store, and Mr. Moore 
followed him. Mr. Moore said to Captain Watkins : " I wish 
you would explain this matter to me, if you please." Said he: 
'' When I say ' whoa' to a horse, I mean him to stop ; when I 
say ' go on' to a horse, I mean him to start, and that is the 
plain letter of the law. 

Question. For what purpoBe did he wish Mr. Moore to watch 
his liquors J 

Answer. I do not know. I thought at the time it was. to 
keep Mr. Moore from the polls. 

Question. Wa,s Mr. Moore »n active and working Democrat'? 

Answer. Yes, air. 

Qnestion. Do yon also keep a hotel f Were there similar orders 
left at your house ? \ 



^ 



128 

Answer. I suppose there were. I saw two soldiers placed 
at my door, and in order that I might not be preventea from 
going to the polls, I left and went to Mr. Moore's. 

Qaestion. Did jou not feel yourself fallj competent to take care 
of yonr liquors that day ? 

Answer. I did, sir. I always have been before and since. 

Question. Is not Mr. Moore a good business man, and fully 
qualified to take care of his own interests J 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do you know whether this Captain Watkins belongs 
to the Maryland Home Guards, under command of Col. Wallace f 

Answer. I so understood. 

Question. Did it seem to' be generally understood by all classes, 
both in Little Creek and Broad Creek Hundreds, that the military 
were present at the polls in those places for the benefit of the Re- 
publican party, and for the injury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. That was the general understanding. 

James H. Boyoe,* of S. 

Stephen H. Wabringtok, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you point out to the military who were at Qeorge^ 
town, on the day of the last general election, any persons to be ar- 
rested by them ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I pointed out Alfred Hart and Oliver 
Greenly. 

Question. By whose direction did you point out those men to be 
arrested ? 

Answer. By direction of the Major. 

Question. Did you believe then, or do you belieye now, that 
there was any necessity for the arrest of those men ? 

Answer. I believe they ought to have been arrested if they 
were the men who tore the flag down. I did not know whe- 
ther they ought to have been arrested or not. 

Question, To what particular flag do you allude ? 

Answer. I mean the flag belonging to our Union party, 
which was torn down around Georgetown Square, opposite 
Stephen Halyard's Hotel. It was torn down from the wagon. 

Question. When was it torn down ? 

Answer. On Saturday evening about — I do not remember 
the time — ^it was in the night. 

Question. Were you in the wagon f 
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Answer. No, sir ; I was in another wagon. I was in a 
wagon some three or four wagons behind. It was said, in an 
outcry by the mei^ who were along, " One of our flags is torn 
down." 

Question. Had you more than one flag ? 

Answer. We had nearly a flag in each wagon. 

Question. Do you know what the persons who were in the 
wagon, from which the flag was torn down, were doing with it ? 

Answer. I do not know ; I never heard anybody say, ex- 
cept what/I have heard up here from the witnesses. 

Question. Do you say that you never heard anybody say. either 
before, at the time of, or after the occurrence, what was being done 
with the flag in that wagon ? 

Answer. I never did, to my knowledge. 
Question. What were those wagons doing at the time it wai 
said the flag was torn down ? 

Answer. We were going around the square. 

Question. How often did you go around ? 

Answer. I think we went around two or three times. 

Question. If that flag had been held in an erect, dignified posi- 
tion, as the flag of the Union ought to be carried, would it have 
been possible for anybody standing on the ground to have torn it 
down? 

Answer. It was a very large flag, and, as it had a short 
Btaff, it might have been caught from the ground, even when 
standing erect. 

Question. Did you tell the Major that the persons you pointed 
out to him for arrest, were the persons who tore that flag down f 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. Were you not all on a kind of a " spree " that night, 
driving fast around the square, and one party meaning to tantalize 
the other ? 

Answer. I do not know; we came in to the meeting. 

Question. Was it not a kind of a boast, as much as to say 
'* Look at us I here we go ?" 

Answer. We wanted to go around to show the meeting. 
. Question. Have you not heard, oyer and over again, that the 
persons in the wagon were dropping the flag on the heads of persons 
as they drove along T 

Answer. I do not remember. 

Question. Did you not tell me last week, and do you not say 
now, that you believe that there was no necessity for the presence of 
soldiers, m Georgetowa, to preserve the pftblic peace ? 
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Answer. 1 did not see any use of any soldiers until last 
little election. On that day there were Democrats who said 
that the men should vote as they wanted them to vote. Because 
Aaron Dodd, belonging to the Union party, went up and voted 
his sentiments — a Union ticket — against his nephew, who was 
running on the Democratic ticket for Assessor, then came 
up old Natty Vaughn — Captain Waples came up with him — 
and Alfred Hart, and Coulter Hart, and Oliver Greenly were 
there — Alfred Hart said that the men should vote just as they 
said. I do not know that there was any necessity for troops 
in this State on election day, and I might have told you so. 

Question. If a parcel of men bad been driving around the 
square, and striking you over the head with the flag-stafiP, would you 
not have caught hold of the flag ? 

Answer. I think it quite likely. I do not like to see one 
party put on another. 

S. H. Warrington. 

Edward W. Moore, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and what is your occupation ? 
. Answer. In Laurel, Little Creek Hundred, and Sussex 
County. I am now keeping a public house, and was in the 
same business at the^time of the last general election. 

Question. Will you state whether your house and premises were 
interfered with, on election day, by the military who were there ? 

Answer. On the morning of the election, Captain Watkina 
came down with a squad of infantry. Captain Watkins came 
in my house, asked me if I was proprietor. I answered that 
I was. He then told me that he desired me to sell no liquor 
on that day. It was a general prohibition, not confined to the 
soldiers. 5e remarked that he should leave me there to take 
care of that liquor, and that he should leave two soldiers to 
see that I obeyed his orders, t reached the keys down and 
requested Captain Watkitis to close up. He said to me that 
. he should not do it. I then said to him : " Captain Watkins, 
I will close up." "No, sir,'^ said he, ''you will not close up." 
He then went out of doors. I thought that I might have mis- 
understood him. I asked him, if I understood him to say that 
I should not close up. He replied by saying : " When I say 
to a horse, ' go,' I expect him to go ; when I say to a horse, 
'^hoa,' I expect him to stop." He then left. He gave me no 
gtf^Mioii whj he wished to confine me to the house that day. 
^^^^Itlioav Did yon desire to be oat that day — and if so, what for ? 

' \ 



Answer. I always have a desire to be out on election day, 
for the purpose of voting myself and seeing that other mem- 
bers of the Democratic party get to vote. 

Question. Do you know who were the Inspector and Judges of 
the election ? 

Answer. William J. Windsor, Isaac Giles and John Moore, 
my father, were the Judges. 

Question. Were there any directions given, or threats made that 
day, by Captain Watkins, to the Judges ? . 

Answer. Not that I know of. • 

Question. Were you told by the Judges, or any of them, of any- 
thing said to them by Captain Watkins ? 

Answer. I heard one of the Judges say, on the day after 
the election, in conversation with him, that at the time a man 
by the name of James L. Davis, offered his vote, it was about 
to be refused. Captain Watkins present, said, unless that vote 
was received, he would smash the ballot-box. John Moore, 
my father, was the Judge who told me this. 

Question. Of what political party is your father, John Moore, 
a member ? 

Answer. He is a member of the so-called Union party. 

Question. Was he solicited by that party to act as their Judge - 
that day ? 

Answer. I presume he was. He &lso held a commission 
as Justice of the Peace at the same time. 

Question. Who is James L. Davis, of whom you have spoken ? 

Answer. He resides about Laurel. He is generally known 
as a foreigner. I do not know whether he has been naturalized 
or not. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of military in Laurel, on the 4th of November last, to 
preserve the public peace ? 

Answer. I never believed there was any necessity whatever. 

Question. Did it not seem to be the general impression and feel- 
ing of persons of all parties, judging from the conduct and actions 
of men, that the military were there for the benefit of the Repub- 
lican party, and for the injury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. So far as my observation extended, the so-called 
UtdofiL party seemed very much elated ; the Democratic party 
seemed very much depressed. 

B. W. Moore. 
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John L Baoon, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Qaestion. Were jon the Provost Marshal for Little Creek 
Handred, at the polls, od the 4th of November last ? 

Answer. I was special Provost Marshal ; I do not know 
whether it was for that day simply, or whether it extends. 

Question. From whom did you receive your commission as Pro- 
vost Marshal ? 

Answ^. From Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War. 

Question. When was it delivered to you, and by whom ? 

Answer. I received it on Monday mor^ng previous to the 
election. It was contained in an envelope, handed to me by 
Benjamin Foukes. 

Question. Was it accompanied by any order or directions ? 

Answer. There was an order signed by James R. Lofland. 
The order was to meet General Wool, at Seaford, on the after- 
noon of the same day. 

Question. Have yon your commission or order with you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Will you allow us to see it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

[He presents the commission.] 

Question. Look at the handwriting in which the commissiou is 
is filled up, and look at the handwriting over which the order to 
meet General Wool was given, and tell me whether there is not great 
similarity ? 

Answer. There is great similarity ; but I never thought of 
it before ? 

Question. Will yea look at the handwriting in which this paper 
if made out, and tell me if yoa are acquainted with it ? 

Answer. I do not, positively. 

Question. Are yon acquainted with George P. Fisher^s hand- 
writing f 

Answer. I have some knowledge of it 
Question. Does not the handwriting in which this order is made 
out, very much resemble Mr. Fisher's handwriting ? 

Answer. It does. 

Question. Will you please tell as the date of the connnis^n f 
Answer. It is dated November first. 

Qaestion. Did you meet General Wool at Seaford, in compliance 
with the order ? 



Answer. Yes, sir; and received from him instructioni. 
[The witness presents the instructions, which are as follows : 

'* Hbadquartbrs, Eighth Army Corps, 

" Baltimore, Md., NoTember 2i. 
** Captain Thomas Watklas, with 40 men, care of S. Provost for Little 
Creek, — 

" Sir : You will proceed with John L. Bacon, ProTOst Marshal, 
and act strictly in accordance with his directions and instructions, 
taking care, in travelling through the country, that no depredations 
are committed, and no injui7 done to the inhabitants by officers 
or soldiers under your command ; and that whatever is obtained 
by either officers or soldiers of the citizens, unless voluntarily given 
to them, be paid for. No coercion or intimidation will be allowed, 
nnless advised and directed by the Provost Marshal. 

"John E. Wool, Major-Gen^eral."] 

I then proceeded to Laurel, in Little Creek. Qn Monday night 
previous to the election on Tuesday, drew up and handed to 
Captain Watkins certain orders by which to govern his act0 
on the day of the election, which I offer to be recorded : 

ORDERS OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL. 

" Order 1st. — All liquor houses to be closed at 8 o'clock, A.'M., 
and prohibit the sale of any intoxicating liquors whatsoever during 
the hours of voting. That the proprietor or proprietors of said 
establishments be placed as a guard over their respective places, at- 
tended each by two soldiers, who will see that this order is strictly 
obeyed, allowing, however, said proprietor or j)roprietor8 ample 
time for voting. 

"Order 2d. — That a guard sufficient for any emergency be 
placed at the places of voting, and that they preserve order at the 
same. 

'* Order 3d. — And it is further ordered that, as the voters arrive 
in crowds, by wagons, or any other way whatsoever they may be 
grouped, you will order them to disperse, and decide for themselves 
fiieir respective ways of voting. 

" Order 4th. — That you will have an ample guard to be used as 
police, detailed for the purpose of preventing any assemblage in the 
streets, whereby disturbance may occur. That said force will dis- 
perse all crowds of boys and negroes collected around or near the 
polls. 

" Order 5th. — That you will arrest any and all persons whom 
you may hear cheering for Jeff. Davis, or the^ so called Southemi 
Cofifederaey. That yon will not allow your own men to be insulted 
by any one. 

" John L. Baoon, i 

'' ProYOBt Marshal, Qf LMrctl, Little Creek Baodced." 
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The foregoing is a true copy of the order handed to Captain 
Watking. 

Question. Was that order handed to him on the day of the elec- 
tion, or on the day previoas ? 

Answer. On the night previous to the election the next 
day. 

Question. Is that order a copy of the general order given by all 
the Provost Marshals ? 

Answer. I do not know whether any other Provost Mar- 
shal gave the same. This order was made out by myself. 

Question. Who were the other Provost Marshals who met you 
at Seaford, on the day previous to the election ? 

Answer. Henry Betts, from Broad Creek ; Garret Layton, 
from Bridgeville ; William Ellegood, from Georgetown ; Labal 
L. Lyons, from Lewes and Eehoboth ; John C. Hazzard, from 
Broadkiln Hundred ; Nathaniel Phillips, from Dagsborough ; 
a man by the name of Conoway from Nanticoke, and Samuel 
Lacy, from Baltimore Hundred, were there. I understood 
there from these men themselves that they were Provost Mar- 
shals. 

Question. Was it your understanding that you gentlemen met 
General Wool in your official capacity as Provost Marshals ? 

Answer. So far as it regarded myself, I did. 

Question. Was there any form of oath given to the Provost 
Marshal, to be administered to voters on the day of the election ? 

Answer. There was not, to my knowledge. 

Question. Did you give to Captain Watkins any order except 
the one you have had recorded ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not to the best of my recollection. 

Question. Your name was mentioned by Mr. Wingate, in con- 
nection with a letter which he delivered to Colonel Wallace either 
on Saturday or Monday previous to the election. Have you any 
knowledge of that letter ? 

Answer. I have a faint recollection that on Saturday pre- 
vious to the election, I saw Mr. Wingate at the Laurel Station. 
I asked him if he had received a letter there that day, to the 
best of my recollection. 

Question. Who was the author of the letter to which you 
alluded? 

Answer. ' I supposed it would be from Governor Cannon, 
though I did not see him write it. 

Question. Why did yoo suppose that Governor Cannon would 
write a letter to Colonel Wallace f 
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Answer, I did not suppose so. I saw Mr. Jacob Moore 
writing to Colonel Wallace, when Mr. Cannon was present. I 
do not know who signed it. I understood it was to go to 
Colonel Wallace for troops to preserve the public order at the 
polls on election day. Mr. George Wootten was, arrested that 
day, as I saw him in the hands of some soldiers. I know not 
for what caus3, unless for being a little intoxicated, as he ap- 

£ eared to be. I afterwards interceded in his behalf, and got 
im released in time for him to vote, which he did. I pre- 
sume he voted the so-called Democratic ticket. I did not see 
the ticket. I, also, during the day, chanced to meet Captain 
Watkins on the street. He asked me who was the owner of that 
carriage which went up to James Boyce's Hotel. I* told him 
I did not know the carriage, but if he would point out the 
man he had reference to, I thought I could tell him. I asked 
him what was the trouble. He said he heard, or utiderstood 
the man to hurrah for Jeff. Davis. I afterwards saw him in 
conversation with one Hezekiah Matthews, Jr. I heard Mat- 
thews acknowledge that he came in that carriage. I turned 
off and went down the street. I afterwards heard that said Mat- 
thews had been arrested. About night, I was waited on by a 
brother of said Matthews, called Henry Clay, to try to effect 
his release, as he would promise to take him off home himself, 
and would further vouch that he would make no more distur- 
bance. They were both residents of Broad Creek Hundred. 
I also knew of one Washington B. Cole being arrested, who 
was a citizen of the State of Maryland, who was represented to 
me to be intoxicated. I also saw three other men there from 
Maryland ; these are all I noticed. 

Question. Is it not a very usual thing for persons to come 
over from Maryland into this State on the day of our election ? 

Answer. It may be, but not to my personal knowledge. I 
have seen but two, to the best of my recollection ; and I have 
never seen a more'cjuiet ejection than the la3t at our place. 

Question. Do you not know, or was it not understood, that 
Captain Watkius ^nd bis men, who were at Laurel on the day of 
the last election, were a portion of* Colonel Wallace's regiment of 
Maryland Home Guards ? 

Answer. It was so understood. 

John L, Baooic. 

On motion. 

The Committee adjourned until 8 p'clock this evening. 
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Samb Day, 8 o^clock, P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Stubb* 
Waples, and Hors^. 

Geobge M. Wootten, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where did you vote on the day of the last general 
€leetion f 

Answer.- In Little Creek Hundred, Sussex County. 

Question. Were you interfered with by the soldiers that day T 

Answer. Yes, sir. I had been informed that my son said 
he would rather follow me to the grave than see me vote the 
Democratic ticket; so I mentioned it to him. While I waa 
talking to him about that, he said : " I am as good a Demo- 
crat as you are.^* I told him he was a Black Republican, 
and if he wanted to see, just follow me, and he might see me 
vote a Democratic ticket. When I got out into the porch, I 
told him if he did not vote that way I would cut him oflf with 
a ghilling. I afterwards called him a Black Republican, or 
something of that sort, when an officer slapped me on the 
shoulder, and told me I would have to stop that. When he 
got hold of me I shoved him off. He said : " Boys, take hold 
of him." I think I told him the property belonged to me. 
They said they did not care for that, and took me out of my 
own house. There were three of them ; one having hold of 
each arm, and one behind me I did not see. He, or some 
other person, struck me over the head twice with a sword, I 
think it was, punched me in the back with a bayonet, I think. 
They got me up where their company was stationed, and put 
me m a smoke-house. There they kept me, I think, it may. be 
about two or three hours. I had some company, Mr. Hezekiah 
Matthews; I was not satisfied to staylihere. 

Question. Do you say all this was caused by your having remon- 
strated with your son for voting the Republican ticket ? 

Answer. That is the only reason I know. 

Question. Do you say that the conyersation with your son was 
in your own house f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. You had not broken the peace in any way J 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did your son vote that day before yon were released 7 
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Answer. I do not know ; I suppose he did. I was nearly 
the last one that voted. 

Geobge M. Woottin. 

C. C. Haet, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Were you at Georgetown, on Saturday erening bo- 
fore the election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were yru present at the time when it was said a flag 
was torn down there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Will you state all you know about the occurrence J 

Answer. George Harris, my brother, and myself, probably 
one or two more, whom I cannot now name. Mr. Harris said 
to me : " Coulter, let us stand here and count those wagons as 
they go around ; do you count the wagons, and I will count 
the carriages." We were standing and leaning up against the 
square-fence. The first time they came around they waved 
the flag over our heads, and knocked off my hat, and, I think, 
toy brother's. The second time they went around, they hi^ 
nay brother on the head with the flag-staff. He said to me ; 
" If they do that again, I will tear them out of that wagon, 
cer^aen." I said to him: *' Don't you do it; it will cause 
trouble. I would not do it." I determined to pay a little at- 
tention to him when they came round again, because I waa 
«ati^ed he would do it ; but I had forgotten it, and the first 
thing I knew, I saw him hold of the end of the pole, and I think 
he tilted some half dozen out with the pole. I suppose by 
holding on to the pole or one another they were pulled out. 
It was rumored then all around the country that the Eebels had 
raised, and torn down the American flag and trampled it under 
foot ; but there is not a word of it true ; if there was a stjitch 
in it torn, I did not see it. I think I was the first one that 
picked it up. That is about all. 

Question. Had you, or your brother, been tantalizing or abusing 
them in any way when they struck you ? 

Answer. Not a word ; we had not openedii our mouths to 
them. 

Question, What occurred afterwards ? 

Answer. I think they fought a little ; they immediately 
jumped on him. They made the atfc^k. They ran to him as 
soon as they struck the ground. I do not think anybody was 
much hurt. He got hurt a little. 



138 



Qnestlon. Were yon at the election on Taesdaj f 

Answer. A little while. 

Qnestlon. How long did you stay ? 

Answer. About a half hour* 

Qaestion. Is it your habit to stay at elections so short a time ? 

Answer. Generally, I have been about the first one there, 
and the last one to leave. 

Question. How came yon to leave so early that day ? 

Answer. I think I should have been arrested if I had not 
left. 

Question, 
anybody ? 

Answer, 
Question, 
rested ? 
Answer. 



Had you broken the public peace, or interfered with 

No, sir. 

Why, then, do you think you would have beeu ar- 



I was told so by some of my friends ; in fact, T 
saw them coming right at me. Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wingate, and 
others, told me that it was my turn next; that they were coming 
right after me. I did not want to go, but they pushed me right 
along and made me go. I went out home, and stayed there all 
the time the soldiers were there, except a portion of two nights. 
It was rather new business for me to be running away from any- 
body. They had arrested two of my brothers and my brother-in- 
law about twenty minutes before that. They put two of them 
in jail ; they stayed there until Friday or Saturday morning. 

Question. Were you a candidate, on the Democratic ticket, for 
Assessor for Georgetown Hundred at the little election f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Were you elected ? 

Yes, sir ; by a majority of one hundred and forty. 

What was the Democratic majority at the general 



Question. 

Answer. 

Question, 
election */ 

Answer.. 



I do not know. 



C. C. Haet. 



BoBERT Laj^j^den, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where did you vote on the day of the last general 
election? 

Answer. In Broad Creek Hundred, in Sussex County. 

Question. Were there any' soldiers about the polls that dftj lit 
that Hundred ? . 
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Answer. Yes, sir; I tbink they said there were about forty 
or forty-five ; I did not count them. 

Question. How were they stationed in reference to the polls ? 

Answer. There was a ring drawn around the window, and 
staves driven down into the ground, and a rope on the staves 
from one to another, with the exception of about three feet at 
each corner of the house. There were soldiers stationed around 
outside of that line. One space was for the voters to go in ; the 
other for them to come out. I suppose nine or ten .soldiers 
walked back and forth around the circle for some two hours it 
may 'be, when they left, and others came in their place. 

Question. What was the object of their marching around f 

Answer. To keep people from crossing the rope, I suppose. 

Question. Was anybody permitted to remain inside of that 
circle ? 

Answer. Mr. Betts, the Provost Marshal, the Lieutenants, 
and others were. 

Question. Yon say a portion of the voters were permitted to 
cross the rope. Who were they ? 

Answer. I suppose from ten to twelve Eepublican leaders 
or prominent men on the ground, who had a piece of blue and 
white ribbons tied into the button-holes of their vests, were 
permitted to carry voters over the rope all the time. These 
men were David W. Moore, Jonathan Moore, Jacob Knowles, 
Curtis A. Conoway, John C. Cannon, Thomas Workman, and 
several others. I think Greenbury M. Truit, William W, 
Morgan, Jacob Cannon, and Clark Matthews, were there. All 
those persons were . permitted to take voters across the rope. 
If they did not choose to go themselves, they would hand the 
voters over to Mr. Betts. 

Question. Do you know to what political party all those gentle- 
man who had^ribbons in their button holes belonged ? 
• Answer. I believe T do, sir ; I did not see them vote, but 
they are advocates of the Union party, as they call it, or the 
Eepublican party. 

Question. Were Democrats also permitted to cross that rope, 
and go to the polls and vote, and take their friends up to vote ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. By what way or entrance were Dennoerats permitted 
to go up and vote ? 

Answer. At one comer of the house there was a way for 
going to the window ; at the other, was the way for coming 
out. 
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Qaestion. Had the Democrats equal priTil^ge with the Bepnb- 
Hcans in going up to vote, even in the way at the corner of tli« 
hoase ? 

Answer. I do not think there were many Democrats or 
good Republicans went in until after the doubtful men on the 
ground had nearly all voted. I mean by good Republicans, 
fiiose not doubtful. I stood at the way for going in from one 
to two hours with a doubtful man, and did not get in, and I 
left. 

Question. Do you say that the Democrats were prevented from 
voting until the Republicans had nearly all voted ? 

Answer. There was very little voting at the way for going 
in until one or two o'clock. 

Qiestion. You have spoken of handing voters across the rope 
to Mr. Belts — what do yon mean by that ? 

Answer. Those men who had the ribbon tied into tbe 
lappel or button-holes of their vest or coats, as I before said, 
were admitted to go up to the ring, and go over, or put th6 
men over the line, or go in at the way for going out. They 
would go to the line with their men, and hand them over to 
the Provost Marshal, who would take charge of them, take 
them to the window, and vote them. 

Qnestion. Did you see Mr. Betts at any time that day, when a 
Democrat would go up to vote, take a Democratic ticket out of hk 
hand, and put a Republican ticket in its place ? 

Answer. I do not know that I did ; I.heard it so rumored ; 
I did not see it. 

Question. Are you not an active Democrat in your Hundred? 

Answer. I vote the Democratic ticket. 

Question. Are you not generally well acquainted with the pur- 
poses and plans of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. Pretty well acquainted. ^ 

Question. Did you ever hear of a purpose or desire, on the part 
of the Democratic party, to interfere with the polls on the day of 
the last general election, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of the military at the polls that day, for the preservation of 
the public peace ? 

Answer. I do not think there was. 

Question. I will ask you. if, judging from the conduct of men of 
all parties, it was not generally understood that the military were 
j^reisent for the benefit, of the Republican party, and for the inj-ary of 
the Democratic party ? 
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Answer. That is the general opinion in Sussex County. I 
have been told by several Republicans before the election, that 
it was doubtful whether myself and several other Democrats 
would get to vote. But I believe I met with no great difficulty 
when I was allowed to go to the polls. I suppose it was three 
or four o'clpck before I got an opportunity to vote. 

Qaestion. Do jou know whether anj persons there that daj 
were required to take the oath of allegiance before they were per« 
mitted to vote ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I do. Jasper Dawson, Eggleston 
Moore, and Louder N. Hearn, I think, and several others were 
required to do so. 

Qaestion. Who administered that oath to them ? 

Answer. I do not remember. 

Qaestion. It was stated by the Governor, on his examination, 
that, on the day of the little election, he was informed that a person 
in Broad Creek Hundred stood with a loaded revolver near the polls, 
threatening to shoot any person who went np to vote the Union 
ticket ; and he gave that as one of his reasons for asking the presence 
of military on the day of the general election. I ask yon, if that' 
was true ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I was by, and saw it. It was some fifteen 
or twenty feet irom the window, I think, that Mr. King, a 
Democrat, and some other person, were in a dispute over a 
doubtful voter, whether he was entitled to a vote or something 
in that way. It was not of much amount ; there were only a 
few words. Up stepped one Mr. Parker, and made a good 
deal of blowing, and was in the act of drawing, or did draw 
his coat, and as Mr. Jasper Dawson supposed, he was directing 
his mad spite at him. He came up close, raving and stamping. 
Mr. Dawson drew out his pistol, and told them to let him come 
on, or something of that kind. In a minute, I suppose, it was 
all over, and Mr. Dawson went one way, and Mr. Parker went 
the other. I heard that Mr. Parker was a Democrat ; Mr. 
Dawson has told me several times, that it was an old grudge 
which had existed between him and Mr. Parker for three or 
four years. They were both Democrats, so far as I understood. 
It was not a political quarrel at all, as I understood it. 

EOBERT LAMBDEIf . 

William D. Eicords, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did yon vote.in Broad Creek Hundred on the day. of 
the last general election ? 



Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were there any soldiers stationed arotlnd tbe polls 
that day ; and if so, state their position ? 

Answer. They had a rope stretched so as to form a square, 
with staves driven down, and a rope from one to the other, 
leaving a space of about three feet at each end of the house. 
At one corner they went in, and at the other they went out. 
There was a soldier at each corner — one where they went in, 
and one where they went out. Those soldiers had muskets, 
and bayonets on their muskets ; they were promenading back- 
wards and forwards, with arms in their hands, from one comer 
of the rope to the other. 

Qnestlon. Were those soldiers under the command of any 
t)er8on ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. After they were fixed in that position, 
i went up and asked one of the soldiers for the Captain. He 
told me that the Captain was busy. Then I stepped back to 
see him, and this soldier told me that he had just stepped out 
of the circle. I went about twenty yards from the circle, and 
I saw the Captain, and I asked him if the Democratic party 
were going to have j\ fair chance to vote. He told me they 
were. I asked him if we could not be permitted to place a man 
in the circle to challenge voters. He told me that it was not as he 
pleased, that I would have to go and ask Mr. Betts, the Provost 
Marshal. I then went to the circle, and called Mr. Betts to 
the line, and asked him if he would let us put a man in the 
circle. His answer was that I might come in. I told him I 
could not. Then he said that I might choose some man that 
was not noisy. I called on Mr. Henry E. Pepper. He said he 
could not. Then I called Mr. James Scott, who immediately got 
over. I think Mr. Scott had been over, it may be from two to 
three hours. I called him to the line, and asked him why he 
did not take a^ more active part in there than he did. His 
answer was, that he had no more to do or say in there than 
a dog, I think was his reply. 

Question. About what time in the day was Mr. Scott admitted 
into the square ? 

Answer. It was about the time of the opening of the polls. 
He remained in there, it may be, until three or four o'clock^ 
and possibly all the afternoon. 

Question. What reason di^ Mr. Scott give for his having no- 
thing more to do in there than a dog ? 

Answer. That the Provost Marshal would not let him have 
anything to say. 



U3 

Qo^stion. ttow were the voters permitted to go to the windo;wr ? 
Was it through the avenues of which jou speak,. or could thej go 
over the line anywhere ? 

Answer. The Democrats had to go in the way in the 
comer 

Question. Did those of the opposite party have to go in and 
come out in like manner. 

Answei*. Not all of them. Any men tliat had tlie ribbon on 
their coats could bring up voters to the rope and call Mr. 
Betts, who would take them up to vote', through the square. 

Question. Did you observe those men who wore those badges 
cross the line with voters, and take them up to the window to vote ? 

Answer. I did, frequently. 

Question. To what political ^arty did those men belong who 
wore those badges ? 

Ansvver. They called themselves Union men. 
Question. Were they active and violent politicians ? 
Answer. Yes sit, they were. 

Question. You spoke of Mr. Betts as being Provost Marshal 
Is he an active politician ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he is. 

Question. To what political patty does he belong ? 

Answer. He calls himself Union, or Eepublican. 

Question. Do you know whether there there were any bayonet 
charges made on that day by the soldiers upon the voters or citi- 
zens of the neighborhood ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I saw tbem run their bayonets through 
John Pewsey*s vest'; he said it hurt him ; they skinned his 
breast a little. I saw several others whom they pushed with 
their bayonets. I think I saw them push their bayonets into 
Mr. Bailey*s clothes. I heard him say they did. 

Question. Did you understand the causes which induced the 
soldiers to push their bayonets into men^s clothes, or was there na 
cause ? 

Answer. The cause was, as they said, to n^ake them stand 
back so as to give them a chance t^ vote. 

Question. So far as you wete capable of judging from what you 
saw, did you think that both parties had equal privilege in getting. 
to the polls ? 

■ Answer. No, sir. My reasons for so saying are that they 
wanted to get all the doubtful voters fi'om the Democratic 
party. Mr. Culver was one of the doubtfUl voters, and Wil- 
liam S. Gannon and myself were trying who dbiould get bis 
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vote ; and we agreed for him to say whicli ticket lie wanted to 
vote, and he said he wanted to vote a Union Democratic ticket. 
I handed him my. ticket and Mr. Cannon handed htm his, and 
his cousin replied to him, " If that is the ticket now come and 
vote." He walked off with his cousin and Mr. Cannon, and I 
followed them. When they went up — Mr. Culver and Mr. 
Cannon — ^the bayonets were opened for them to go in ; the 
bayonets were closed as soon as they' got in. I told them 
they ought to allow me to go in too, but they would not allow 
me. I saw Mr. Cannon whisper into Mr. Culverts ear, and he 
voted the ticket he (Cannon) gave him. 

QaestioD. Do jou know what the majorities were in jonr Hun- 
dred at the little election, and in favor of which party ? 

Answer. At our little election the Democratic majority was 
153 ; at the general election, the Democratic majority was 121. 

On motion of Mr. Hitch, 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning at 8 
o'clock. 



Friday, February 13, 1863—8 o'clock, A. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Waples, and Horsey. 
The Chairman being absent, 
On motion of Mr. Waples, 
Mr. Cahall was appointed Chairman, jpro tern. 

The examination of William D. Eicords was resumed, 
he being recalled. 

By Mr. Cahall : 
Question. Have not the Democratic majorities in your hondred 
always been greater at the general elections than at the little 
elections ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, they have. 

Question. What, in your judgment, was the cause of the Demo- 
cratic majority in your hundred, at the general election, being leu 
last fall than at the little election f 

Answer. It was caused by the soldiers. There were n 
great man;f persons who were afraid to go out on the day of 
the general election, because the soldiers were there. I took 
it upon myself to tell them to go out and vote. 

Question. Was the vote polled as great as usual ? 
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Answer. Yes, sir, gpreater. It was 611. 

Qaestion. Do yoa know anj persons who were compelled to; 
take the oatk of idlegiance before they were permitted to Yote ? 

Answer,: Yes, sir. Jasper Dawson was one; also Ebenezer 
Gray, Louder N. Hearn, and Eccleson Moore. 

Question. Do you know who administered the oath to them T 

Answer. Mr. Betts had it in Ms hand, I think, and handed' 
it to the Judge. I think the Judge administered it. 

Qaestion. Did there appear to be great intimidation on the part 
of the Democratic voters at the polls that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, there did. 

Qaestion. Yoa have been an active working man in the party 
for a good while, knowing all its prlacipal plans and parposes in 
conducting campaigns, have jod not ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. Did you ever hear of a purpose or intention on the 
part of any Democrat to interfere with the polls at the last general 
election, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Qaestion. If there had been such a plan or purpose on foot, do 
you not think, from your knowledge of the plans of the party, that 
you would have known it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I should. 

William D. Ricords. 

The examination of Bobebt Lambdbn was resumed, he 
being recalled. 

By Mr. Gahall: 

Qaestion. Do you know what the Democratic majorities were 
in Broad Greek Hundred at the little election last fall ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The Democratic majority was, I think, 
158. 

Qaestion. Do you recollect what the average Democratic ma- 
jority was at the general election held in November following ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. At the general election the Democratic 
majority was 121 or 122. 

Qoestioo. Is it generally the case iu that Hundred that the 
minority is less at the general election than it is at the little 
deetion J 

Answer. No, sir. The Democratic majority is larger, 
generatly speaking, at the general than at the little election. 
Question. What, in yonr judgment, was the cau«e of its bciing 
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less at the last general election than it was at the little eleetioii 
preceding ? 

Answeri I beliere the Democratic majority was not ta 
large as it woidd hare been on account of soldiers being at 
the polls. 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers at the polls seend to 
create mnch intimidation among the Democrats ? ' 

Answer. Yea, sir; I believe there were a good many 
intimidated^ 

Question. What, in jonr judgment, would hare been the 
Democratic majority in Broad Creek, if there had been no soldiers 
present, and no intimidation offered ? 

Answer* I believe the If^mocratic majority would Have 
been at least 200 ; some place it at a larger nupaber* William 
Brown, and one Mr. Neal, and Mr. Spicer, all Democrats, went 
home without voting. I think I saw some illegal votes. Mr. 
James Smith was undei* age, and voted* Se had joined the. 
cavalry company, and came down to vote. He worked with 
me up to some time last fall ; he told me he would be of age 
the coming May, 1863. He voted the Union or Eepublican 
ticket. 

BOB^RT LAMBDJClf* 

James Scott, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman i 

Qnestion. Where did jon Tote at the last gfen^riil dection ill 
November last ? 

Answer. In Broad Creek Hundred, in Stisafex County; 
Qnestion. Did you see anything there nnnsual, and. different 
from what you had ever seen before at the polls ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I saw soldiers there; I understood therd 
were about forty. They were all armed with muskets and 
bayonets. They seemed to be under command of a Captain 
and a Provost Marshal both. There was a rope drawn so aa 
to form a square in front of the window, and leaving an 
avenue at each corner of the house. Near the rope on two 
sides of the square, and about two or three feet from the rope, 
a mark was drawn on the ground, outside of which soldiers 
promenaded back and forth, and between which and the rope 
was the avenue through which Black Eepublican voters might 
go to the polls. 

Qnestion. Who was the Provost Marshal t 
Answer. I think his name is William H. Betts. 
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Qaestion. Were yon admitted into the square of which 700 
speak f 

Answer. I was invited into the ring by the Provost Mar- 
shal. When I was called in, I expected to have a white man^s 
frivileges, but I had none. At one time I stepped up to the 
^rovost Marshal, and said to him : '' This man who is going 
to vote is not a resident of Delaware ; he belongs to Maryland." 
Mr. Betts said to me : " Dispute his vote." I did so ; after 
which Mr. -Betts came up and told the Judges they must take 
the vote, and let them knbw that if they did not take the vote, 
he would send a man in there who would take it ; that be bad 
the power, and would use it. The vote was taken. I disputed 
John S. Smith's vote, as being a non-resident. Mr. jBetts 
triumphed over us, and Smith voted. That evening he (Smith) 
tried to make fun of me, and let me know that I had disputed 
bis vote, but he got it in, if he had no right. I challenged 
several others, whose names I do not recollect. They all 
voted. I do not remember a single Eepublican who tried to 
vote and failed. 

QaestioQ. Who decided in regard to the legality or illegality of 
the votes — the Judges inside, or the Provost Marshal outside ? 

Answer. The Provost Marshal. There was an old man, 
being feeble, came in. The Provost Marshal ordered him out 
of the ring, and told him that he had no right to vote. He told 
him to wait and he would show him his tax receipt. He was 
about to turn him out of the ring. George W. Green told the 
Provost Marshal to wait and let the old man show his receipt. 
He took the receipt and read it, and said he : "I suppose you 
will have to vote. He did not show the receipt to the Judges 
at all. That is why I say he was judge. 

Question. Did the Jndges refuse any voters brought up by Mr. 
Betts? 

Answer. No, sir ; I think there was a little contention over 
one. 

Question. . Were there any persQus there wearing badges in their 
coats f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did they seem to be privileged over other persons ? 

. Answer. Yes, sir ; they could bring men over the rope 
when they chose. 

Question. To what political party did they belong ? 

Answer. To the Black Eepublican. 

Question. Did there seem to be an understanding, .so far as 'jon 
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vtre capable of judging, between those men who wore badges and 
the Provost Marshal ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe they understood each other. 
They could bring men up to the rope and he would take them 
to the window. 

QoestioD. Whs this privilege allowed M persons f 

Answer. No, sir. I saw no Democrat have the privilege. 
The Democrats would come up to the avenue where they would 
have to wait, sometimes pushed back by bayonets. "I saw Mr. 
Jacob Knowles bring a dozen men to the rope, when the Pro- 
vost Marshal took them over the rope to the window. 

Qnestibn. Did you see the Provost Marshal offer any man 
money for his vote within that ring that day ? 

Answer. I saw a man going up to the window to vote. The 
Provost Marshal called to him, and said something to him. 
Then man then went up and voted, and as he came from the 
window Mr. Betts pulled out his pocket-book and gave him 
some " greenbacks." 

Question. Did there seem to be much intimidation on the day of 
the general election on the part of the Democrats ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you admitted into that ring to challenge votes 
for the Democratic party, and if so, had you full privileges f 

Answer. I was admitted by the Provost Marshal,. but, I had 
no power. I was no more than a log of wood or a dog. 
I left the ring twice to go home, knowing that I was of no use 
there, but I was persuaded to go back by my friends. The 
Provost Marshal gave me no chance to do anything whatever. 

James Scott. 

Louder N. Hearn sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. In Broad Creek Hundred, Sussex County. 
Question. Were you present at the election, and did you vote on 
the 4th day of November last ? 

Answer. I was there and voted. 

Question. Did you observe anything about the polls unusual, 
and different from what you ever saw before on the election ground ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I did. There were soldiers, rifles, mus- 
kets, bayonets, and swords, more than I ever witnessed before 
OA election groimd. 
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Question. How were the soldiers stationed at the polls ? 

Answer. They had staves driven down into the ground, 
and a rope from one to the other, so as to form a square in 
front of the window where they receive the votes. On the 
outside of this rope, soldiers were promenading up and down 
all the time of voting. 

Qaestion. Were any persons placed within the ring — if so, atate 
who they were ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; William Betts, said to be our Provost 
Marshal on that day, and some soldier, said to be a General, 
were in the ring. 

Question. Was Mr. Betts understood to haye command of the 
soldiers there ? 

Answer. It was understood so. 

Question. Who is Mr. Betts ; what is his character ; and what 
his politics ? 

Answer. Mr. Betts is a son of Newfoundland Samuel Betts, 
as he is called ; was raised near the Cedar Swamp. I think 
Mr. Betts generally does not stand very high. As to myself, 
if I had the weighing of him, I think I would try him on a 
three-cent piece first. He is generally pretty violent in politics. 
He belongs to the Sepublican party. 

Question. What did Mr. Betts do that day inside of the ring ? 

Answer. He tried to intimidate the people. I supposed he 
knew my sentiments ; that we were not, as we had heretofore 
been, of the same politics. When I was making n^y way up 
to the window, or to the gap- way, with a number of voters be- 
fore me, the gap-way was closed, so I was informed, and voters 
were taken in on the other side. I stood there with my men, 
I think, near two hours, and they became very impatient, and 
commenced pressing towards the gap-Way. Mr. Betts, Pro- 
vost Marshal, seeing the situation I was placed in, gave orders 
to the soldiers to clear that gap-way. The soldiers came with 
their muskets and bayonets, and rushed the men, I suppose, 
»ome ten feet back from the gap- way, enough, at least, to 
squander all of my men. A short time after that I was look- 
ijEkg around, and saw mv men taken in across this rope. I 
oaBed Mr. Scott, and asked him what way those men were 
voting. Said he : *' Nothing crosses this rope but those who 
vote the Bepublican ticket.". I mean by my men, men that I 
took there, and who I knew intended to vote the Democratic 
tidket. 

Question. Yon have stated that Mr. Betts had the.eatjrt Mti- 



150 

trol of the soldiers who were there that daj — I ask joa whether he 
used that power fairly and impartially between men of all parties ? 

Answer. He had the power, but did not use it fairly and 
impartially. 

Question. Did not Mr. Betts use his whole power, as Provost 
Marshal, for the benefit of the Republican party, and for the injury 
of the Democratic paety ? 

Answer. I believe he did. 

Question. State what are the evidences of his partiality — 
whether he permitted persons wearing badges to cross the rope with 
voters, and denied that privilege to othors ? 

Answer. There was a gentleman, in the morning when I 
first came on the ground, came to me with a badge or ribbon 
and presented it to me. I asked him what was the intention 
of that. He commenced telling me that a man wearing this 
badge could have the privilege of voting. I told him no ; I 
would not carry that thing in my pocket, let alone pinning 
it on my coat. I then went on to ask him further questions 
in regard to this badge or ribbon. He said that the greater 
part of it was, if a man should by chance get into a riot that 
day he might escape the bayonet. I told him I always had 
had my privilege there on the election day, and I hoped to 
have it that day; and I left him, This man was a son of 
Philip Matthews, and a Eepublican. Mr. Betts gave those 
gentleman wearing badges privileges which, he denied to other 
men. Mr. Betts, and his brother, and Jacob Knowles, ot any 
of those men wearing badges, would bring men up to the rope 
and pass them right over. AH these men wearing badges 
were Eepublicans, so far as I know thepi. Mr. Betts allowed 
no Democrat to go himself or tajce others across the rope to 
vote. I had not beeiu iu the h^bit of voting the Democratic 
ticket until the last election. I made up my mind some time 
before to votQ the Democratic ticket ; and if I had not before, I 
should have done so that day, merely from the partiality used 
on that day. 

Question. Did not the presence of the soldiers there produce 
great dissatisfaction and intimidation among the voters ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There appeared to be no show and bo 
room for a Democrat to get to the polls until after the doubtful 
men were voted. 

Question. Was it not generally understood, so far as yon 
observed the ooudaet of men that day, that the soldiers were there 
for the benefit of the Bepableans, and for the injury of the Demo« 
cratic party ? 
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Qaestion. Do you believe/ as an old resident of that Handred, 
being well acquainted with the people, that there was auj necessitj 
for the presence of soldiers at the polls to preserre the public 
peace ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not ; and further, I do not believe 
they would have been brought there if it had not been for the 
poll on the Democratic ticket on the day of the little election. 
It was an unusual thing for the Democratic ticket to get so 
large a majority at the little election as at the last little 
election. 

The Chairman. State what the majority was, 

The "Witness. I think it was 154. 

Question. Was it not generally understood that if there was a 
fair election, that majority would be very much increased at the 
general election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was. The majority was 121 or 122 ; 
and, I believe, if we had had the same show as at the little 
election, our majority would not have been less than 175 or 
180. The little election was a fair, quiet, and peaceable 
election. 

Question. Wag there any test-oath presented to you as a con- 
dition upon which you were permitted to vote ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Mr. Betts presented me the oath when 
I went to the window to vote. William Betts let me know 
that I must take the oath before voting. I asked him why it 
was that I had to take the oath before voting. He said to me 
it was no time for argument. I said to Ifim I wished I could 
believe he was as good a Union man as I was myself, and was 
at the same time still offering my vote at the window. He ob- 
jected, except on condition of my taking the oath. Finally I 
made up my mind that I would not be driven away, and so 
took the oath. Mr. Betts directed the Judges not to take my 
vote until I had taken the oath. I believe the Judges would 
have received my vote without the oath, if they had been left 
to their own judgments. 

Question. Who administered the oath ? 

Answer. Esquire Matthews, a Republican, 

Question. Are you not quite as much interested in the Oovern* 
ment, and have you not quite as much to lose by any injury to the 
Government as Mr. Betts ? 

Answer. I supposed a great deal more. 

Question. Have yon not as much to lose as a half dozen of sooh 
men? 
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AnswtT, I beKevc I hxre. 

Question. Was tbe same test-oatb pret cuted to anj oilier eftfien 
of that Hundred ! 

Answer. My father-in-law, Ebenezer Grey, and Isaac 
Wootten, Isaac Tunnel, and Nathaniel King, were required to 
take the oath. 

Qaeation. Is not Mr. Orey, your fatber-in-law, an old gentle- 
man of great respectability and wealth in that Hundred ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he i». 

Question. Are not the other gentlemen yon hare named m 
having been required to take the oath before they could vote also 
men of property and position in that community ? 

Answer* Yes, sir ; they are. 
Question. About what age is this Mr. Betts ? 
Answer. About thirty years old ; possibly a little more. ^ 
Question. Do you know whether Mr. Betts considered it neeeS' 
sary that be himself should take a test-oath before voting ? 

Answer. I suppose not, I suppose he considered himself 
a pretty good patriot. 

Louder N. Heabn. 



"William H. Betts, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Were you the Provost Marshal for Broad Creek 
Handred on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. Yesy sir. 

Question. From whom did you receive your commission ? 

Answer. Hon. Secretary Stanton, Secretary of War. 

Question. When, and flrom whom did you receive that com- 
mission ? 

Answer. On Monday before the election ; Mr. Philips, I 
think, brought it to my house ; I was not at home. 

Question. Did you receive any instructions from General Wool 
at the same time you received your commission ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Hare you those instructions with you t 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Let us see them. 

[The witness presented the instructions^ which axe as 
follows : 



** HSADatTABmUl, BlOHYH ArMT GoBM, 

** Baltimore, Md., November 2d, 186S 
"Captain Evans, with 40 men, coinmis'd o£fc'rs & privatee, ftnr 
Broad Creek, — 

"Sir: You will proceed with William H. Betts, Prorost 
Marshal, and act strictly in accordance with his directions taking 
care, in travelling through the couDtrj, that no depredations are 
committed, and no injury done to the inhabitants by officers or 
soldiers under your command ; and that whatever is obtaiped by 
either officers or soldiers of the inhabitants, unless voluntarily given 
to them, be paid for. No coercion or intimidation will be allowed, 
unless advised and directed by the Provost Marshal. 

"John E. Wool, Major-General."] 

Question. Do you consider these as your instructions ? 
Answer. I did. They were all I received from General 
Wool. 

Question. I see certain orders— by whom were these orders 
signed 7 

Answer. James E. Lofland. 

Question. Look at the handwriting in which these orders are 
made out [presenting the paper containing the orders] and also the 
handwriting in which the commission was filled up, and tell me if 
they are not very much alike ? 

Answer. I think they are pretty smart alike. 

Question. Do you not believe the/ are in the handwriting of the 
same individual ? 

Answer. I think they are. 

Question. Did you receive any other instructions from Gteoeral 
Wool, or any other person, which you have not exhibited ? 

Answer. I received no written instructions. 

Question. Did you receive any verbal instructions from General 
Wool, other than what you have mentioned ? 

Answer. I think h'e told me to preserve order ; and if it 
became necessary to fire, to use no blank shots. 

Question. Did General Wool deliver you the form of an oath to 
present as a prerequisite for voting to citizens of your ^Hundred 7 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you present a test-oath to any citizen of tbat 
Hundred as a condition of voting ? 

Answer. Several persons were required to take tbe oalli 
of allegiance. 

Question. Was it by your directfoB T 

Answer. Not entirely. There was a consultation Iteld 
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early ia the morning by several personfr-^-Mr. Jacob Knowles, 
Mr. Jonathan Moore, William E. Cannon, and others. These 
Me Union mep, otherwise called Black Bepublioans. Some of 
them, and, I believe, all, came to the conclusion that it would 
be nothing amiss to require the oath of allegiance of several 
persons who might be on the ground, and it was done. 

Qoestion. Did yon direct the Judges not to receive the vote of 
anybody until he had taken the oath J 

Answer. I said to the Judges that it had been decided that 
the oath of allegiance would be required of some individuals 
on the ground before they would be allowed to vote ; and when 
those men came up to vote, that it was required of them, or 
words of like meanmg. 

Question. Did you tell the Judges by whom it had been thus 
decided ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. By whom was it so decided 7 

Answer. By the individuals I have mentioned in the coH' 
sultation I just now referred to. The oaths were then ad- 
ministered by one of the Judges, Mr. Matthews, I believe. 

Question. To whom were those oaths administered ? 

Answer. To Mr. Ebenezer Grey, Isaac Wootten, Isaac E. 
Tunnel, Louder N. Hearn, Nathaniel King, and, I think, Eg- 
gleston Moore, and perhaps others. 

Question. Are not those men to whom oaths were administered, 
large property holders and men of respectability in their com- 
munities ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they are not. Some of them are pretty 
large property holders. There are some of them whom I do 
not know much about. It was represented that some of them 
did not stand weU ; at least, that they were not loyal. 

Question. What is loyalty f 

Answer. It is to support and maintain the Government 
with all their power. 
' Question.^ What is the Government ? 

Answer. I mean the Constitution of the United States; 
and in supporting the Government in crushing out Bebellion. 

Question. Do you know, or were you informed previous to th^ 
last election, of any breach of the Constitution of the United States 
on • the part of any of those gentlemen to whom oaths were ad« 
ministered ? 

Answer. I do not know what you mean by a breach of the 
OonstitutioQ. I do not k^ow whetheir any ,of th^m bad 
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broken it or not I do not know that thej had a chance to 
break it. 

Question. What were the polities of the Judge of the election 
who administered the oaths 1 

Answer. He was a Union man. 
Question. Bj whom was that oath dictated ? 
Answer. I drew up the oath. 
Question. Hare you a copy of it ? 
Answer. No, sir. 
The Chairman. State its contents. 

The Witness. It was to support the Constitution of the 
United States, bear true faith and allegiance to the same, 
defend it against all its enemies, foreign or domestic. This 
was the substance. 

Question. Did you consider that the consultation of which you 
have spoken gave you sufficient authority to have that oath 
administered to those pien, as a condition upon which they were to 
vote? 

Answer. I considered that I had sufficient authority with- 
out any consultation. I chose to hold a consultation before I 
did it, and others concurred in the same. 

Question. From whom did you get the power to administer the 
oath? 

Answer. If I got it at all, I got it from the same source I. 
got my commission from. 

Question. Did you consider that your commission and instruc- 
tions gave you such authority ? 

Answer. I consider that they did. The reason why I 
did it was, that I heard certain individuals, for example, 
Henry Hudson, say that: "He would fight for Stonewall 
Jackson ; he would vote for him ; he would send him a 
beef if he could ; he would render him and his cause any 
assistance he could if he had the chance." I did not consider 
that the language of any loyM man, and that taking the oath 
of kllegiance would hurt no loyal man. Another man, by the 
name of Nathaniel King, I heard glorying and boasting over 
the defeat of the Government troops, and of the ability of the 
rebel leaders in their generalship, &c., saying that United 
States troops who were killed in battle were dead and in hell. 
I did not consider that the language of any loyal man. For 
sample, again, Ebenezer Grey I heard say that he did hope 
that the TtheiiB would take Waahington, and uadd. conaiderabfe of 
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other langaage at the same time, vhicb, I thought, was of a 
disloyal character. Another man, by the name of Jasper 
Dawson ; I saw him stand at the election window, on the day 
of the little election, or perhaps within some three or four feet 
of it, with a drawn revolver, brandishing it up and down, in 
that way, [throwing his hand up and down,] and said : " Clear 
that window!" repeating it, perhaps, a third time, ''I stand 
here, like Stonewall Jackson, on American soil !" I did not 
think that looked very loyal. Some of them said : " Get out 
of the way, he will shoot you !" I was standing within four 
feet of him, I guess, and nearly in front of him. This took 
place not later than 1 o'clock. I thought he had about sense 
enough to shoot. Previous to that, I had been standing on 
one side of the window, and he on the other, challenging votes. 
There were a good many persons around the window at the 
time. About the same time that he drew his pistol, there was 
a fuss knocked up between one Joseph Parker and Nathaniel 
King, which arose over, as I understood, Hilary Gray then 
and there having voted the Union ticket. Mr. Parker, if I 
understood his politics, was a Union man. I had it from his 
own mouth. The object of Parker in this fight was Nathaniel 
King and not Mr. Dawson. I was right by Parker. Near enough 
to him to have put my hand on him. King got mad because 
Grey voted the Union ticket ; commenced abusing the Black 
Eepublicans, and afterwards launched out into the discussion 
before named about the Government troops. The window 
was cleared ; so we considered ; I for one ; and the men driven 
off by this revolver. 

Qaestlon. When did Mr. Hudson make the remarks to which 
you have alluded, and in the presence of whom ? 

Answer. He made it in Adolphus Ewing's hotel, in George- 
town. 

Qnestion. Did you consider that the conversation you have at- 
tributed to the persons yon have named, gave you the aathority, as 
Provost Marsha], to direct that oath to be administered f 

Answer. I thought it was sufficient to require it ; and I 
. thought I had the authority, either with or without such con- 
versation on their part, 

QaestioQ. What was the oath which yon took as Provost 
Marshal ? 

Answer. It was to support the Constitution of the United 
States, bear true faith and allegiance to the same ; defend it 
against all its enemies, foreign and domestic, and something 
else I do not recoUeot That was the substance of it. 



IS7 

Qnestion. Did you not know %t the time, and do joe not kiloir 
now, that the adminietering of that oath to the persons yon h%Yt, 
named, was a direct yiolation of the, Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of Delaware ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not, and do not now know it. 

Question. Hare you ever read the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of ^ Delaware ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I have read them both. 

Question. By whose direction was it that certain persons wore 
blue ribbons in the lappel or button holes of their coats on the 
election ground that day ? 

Answer. I do not know. It was not at mine. 

Qaestion. Why was it that persons wearing those badges were 
permitted to cross the rope drawn there that day, also to take 
others across for the purpose of voting, whilst this privilege was 
denied to others t 

Answer. They had not the privilege from me. 

Question. Did they not do it ? 

Answer. There were some instances when those who wore 
the ribbons brought up men to the rope, and there were in- 
stances when others, who had no badges, brought up men to 
the rope. I did not know the men with blue ribbons who 
crossed the rope with their voters. There might have been 
Bome. I paid no attention. 

Question. Do you know of any single instance that day when 
a Democrat was permitted to cross that rope and vote, or send 
a voter across the rope, to go to the polls and vote ? 

Answer. I think they crossed it in several instances. I do 
not recollect. Neither do I recollect a single one that crossed 
on the other side. 

Question. If you do not recollect a single Democrat who crossed 
that rope for the purpose of going to the polls, how can you say 
that they did cross the rope ? 

Answer. There were men that crossed the rope, and in one 
instante a Democrat and Union man crossed together. 

Question. By whose direction was the rope placed there ? 

Answer. I do not know : it was not by mine. 

The Chairman. Mr. Betts, you will please sign your testimony. 

The Witness. I am not through. 

The Chairman. You are now at liberty to make any statement 
in explanation of yonr testimony, confining yourself strictly to the 
questions which have been propounded to you by the Committee. 

The Witness* The troops were 9A tba election, which every- 
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body knows; and, in my opinion — as well as a great many 
others — we could not have voted that day, nor had an election, 
without the presence of those troops ; and that there would 
have been bloodshed and murder in general on the election 
ground. There were some two or three .bullies, out of Mary- 
land, that came there, as we were informed, to help bully 
Union men from the polls, and prevent them from voting. 
James Henry West was one, and it is said there were two or 
three others that I did not see. Mr. Scott was in the ring and 
had full chance to challenge ; and was not by me, at any time, 
prohibited from challenging votes that were illegal. There- 
was an entrance at each corner of the house : one for going in 
and the other for coming out, and men of the so-called Demo- 
cratic party did enter and vote at the place of going out about 
as regularly as those of the opposite party* 

W. H. Bktts. 

The examination of EobkUt Lambden was resumed, he 
being recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Qnestloti. Will vou explain all you know in reference to the 
drawing of a pistol by Mr. Dawson, at the little election, in Broad 
Creek Hundred, last year ? 

Answer. On the day of the little election in Broad Creek 
Hundred, in Sussex County, I suppose it was about 12 o'clock, 
noon, Mr. King, and some other man besides Mr. Parker, got 
into a contention oVei" some illegal vote. One Mr. Parker 
came up, &nd had something to say about the aflfair, and as 
Mr. Parker came up, Mr. Jasper Dawson had something to 
say about the affair. It was hardly a moment before Mr. 
Parker, who was in a perfect rage, was in the act of drawing 
his coat, or did draw it, to come to Mr. Dawson. I think one 
or two gathered around Mr. Parker, and two or three — Mr. 
King and others — ^were between Mr. Dawson and Mr. Parker. 
Mr. Dawson drew out a pistol, and told them to clear tbfe way 
and let him come ; that he know at whom he (Parker) was 
directing his mad spite. He threw his pistol up and down, and 
as he did so, Mr. Bickets touched him, and told him to come 
off this way ; that he would not do that. Mr. Dawson imme- 
diately put up his pistol, and stepped back towards the comer 
of the house. I heard no more contention over it that day, 
except that Mr. Parker made some threats about presenting M!r. 
Dawson for drawing the pistol on him. I do not think Mr. 
Dawson's pistol was out of his pocket more than one minute. 
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Mr. DaWsott jumped up and said, " He was a good Democrat, and 
stood on American soil." I am positive he said nothing abont 
Stonewall Jackson^ He might have said, " I stand as a stone 
wall on American soil." I will not be positive about that. 
Some one told me that Mn Patker was a Democrat ; I did not 
know the politics of the gentleman myself. Some two hours 
after that, I went to Mr. Parker, and told him I was sorry that 
the difference arose between him and Mr. Dawson, both being 
of one political party, as I had understood^ and told him that I 
would let the matter rest 

QaestioD, Did Mr. Parker admit that he was a Democrat ? 

Answer. I do not know that he made any reply. He did 
not dissent from my statement. I said to Mr. Solomon Short, 
one of the leaders of the Eepublican party, who was having 
something to say about the affair, that I did not think it was 
any of his business ; that it was a mere Democratic quarrel, 
as I understood, Mr. Betts alleged to»day' that Mr. Parker 
voted a Republican ticket at the general election. I do not 
not know how he voted. If he did not vote a BepUblican ticket, 
it was not for the want of a chance. 

Question. Is not Mr. Dawson a (bItU, gentlemanly man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion* Did you hear the testimony of Mr. Betts, the Provost 
Marshal from that Hundred, to-daj ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did Mr. DawFon, waving his pistol up and down in 
the air, as was described by Mn Betts to-day, drive the people from 
the election grounds and cause them to go home ? 

AnsWen He did not, sir. Mr. Dawson was standing from 
ten to fifteen feet from the window, with his back to the win- 
dow, when the occurrence took place% Mr. Parker was ten 
leet, I suppose, from Mr. Dawson when the quarrel began. 

Question. After the difficulty between Mr. Dawson and Mr. 
Parker had subsided, did not the election continue peaceable and 
quiet until night ? 

Answer. Yes. sir. "The aflfair Was quite short. I think 
there were few offering to vote* The whole difficulty did not 
last two minutes. 

Question. Did Mr. Betts act fairly and impartially, giving mem- 
bers of each party an equal chance to vote there on the day of the 
geoeral election ? 

Answer. He did not, sir, in my opinion. 
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Qnestion. Do yon know anything abont this Mr. Hadson, who* 
was spoken of by Mr. Betts, as haying said he would fight for 
Stonewall Jackson ; that he woold send him a beef, &c. — do jou 
know the man ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I am verj well acquainted with him. 

Question. Is he a prominent leading man in the Democratio 
party? 

Answer. He is a man of not mncli fortune but a good De- 
mocrat. He is a good working man in the Democratic ranks. 

Question. Do you belieye, from all you know of Mr. Hudson, 
that he is a man that ever contemplated doing any harm to bis 
Government ? 

Answer. No, sir. I do not believe Mr. Hudson would -do 
any harm to his country. - Mr. Hudson is a man that takes oc- 
casionally a little too much liquor, and if he had the conversa- 
tion that has been represented here by Mr. Betts, he must cer- 
tainly have been drunk ; for I do not believe the man would 
say such things when sober. 

Question. Are you acquainted with Mr. Ebenezer Gray ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I know him when I see him. 

Question. Is he not one of the most reliable men in your sec- 
tion of country ? 

Answer. I believe Mr. Gray is one of the most reliable 
men we have in our Hundred. 

Qnestion. Did you ever hear him charged in his own neighbor- 
hood with being an enemy to his country ? 

Answer* I have never heard any charge of that kind 
against him. I do not live in his neighborhood. 

Question. Are any of the persons spoken of by Mr. Betts, as 
ha?ing said things derogatory to the GoYcrnment, men who would 
be feared by persons in their own neighborhood as designing any 
harm to their GoFemment ? 

Answer. I do not know what the man said to Mr. Betts, 
but I would not fear any citizen of Broad Creek Hundred 
doing any harm to the Government The Government, I think, 
is perfectly safe, so far as they are concerned. 

Question. Are you well acquainted with Mr. Betts ? 

Answer. I have known Mr. Betts ever since 1855 ; I never 
had any dealings with him. The character he has borne since 
he has been Provost Marshal has been pretty bad. The people 
in Broad Creek Hundred are generally very much opposed to 
his doings as Provost Marshal 

Question. You recollect that Mr. Betts testified that the avenue 
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for voters to come out from the window was open equally for mem- 
bers of both parties to go up and vote — was this statement true ? 

Answer. There might have been some afflicted Democrats 
admitted into the way for going out, but^ for the Eepublican 
party it was a very open thoroughfare. It was not, neither 
was any. other place equally open for Democrats as for Repub- 
licans. 

Qu^tion. Was it true, as represented by Mr. Betts to-day, that 
a number of armed bullies from Maryland were at the polls in 
Broad Greek Hundred for the purpose of aiding the Democrats in 
taking possession of the polls, and driving the Union men away ? 

Answer. If there were any there, I did not know it at the 
time, and heard no talk of it then or since, until I heard Mr. 
Betts say so to-day. 

Question. If there had been such a combination between the 
Democrats of your Hundred and the people of Maryland, from 
jrour position in the Democratic party would you not certainly 
nave known it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I believe I should. 

Question. Is it true, as represented by Mr. Betts, that if it had 
not been for the presence of soldiers at the polls, the Democrats 
would have taken forcible possession of the polls, and that there 
would have been murder and bloodshed in general ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think there would have been 
murder or bloodshed. I think we should have had as quiet 
an election as usual. 

Question. Did you ever hear of a desire or purpose, on the part 
of the Democrats, to interfere with the polls, so as to prevent a fair 
election ? 

Answer. No, sir; I did not, and do not think the idea was 
entertained by any Democrat of the Hundred. 

Question. Were not the Democrats sanguine and perfectly con^ 
fident that, if there was a fair election, they would have a large 
majority in the County ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. A good many prominent Democrats iiv 
the County estimated the majority from 500 to 1000. 

BOBERT LAMBP£K« 

'Phe examination of Louder N. Hearn was resumed, Tt^ 
being recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you hear the testimony of Mr. Betts, thtd Provost 
Marshal, from your Hundred, to-day ? 
Answer. I did, sir. 

L 
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Qnestiou. Was it tme, as represented bj him, that all parties 
had an equal chance to vote, and that he acted impartially towarda 
i^l parties on election day ? 

Answer. No, sir; I think not A» I before stated, the 
Democratic party was apparently kept aWay from the window 
by the Eepublican party and by the soldiers as long aa they 
well could to give them any time to vote. 

Question. Did not the whole conduct of Mr. Betts on that day 
show that he was acting with great partiality, and endeayoring tcr 
promote the interests of the Republican party by unfiur means, and 
the injury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; and his cotiduct was very overbearing. 
Question. Are you not very well acquainted with the people in 
Broad Creek Hundred ? 

Answer* I am very well acquainted witl^ the people of that 
Hundred generally. 

Question. Did you ever hear of any combination between the 9 
Democrats of that Hundred and bullies of Maryland, as was 
described to-day by Mr. Betts, to take forcible possession of the 
polls, and drive Union men away ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never did, until I heard it so stated by 
Mr. Betts himself, to-day. I do not think there ever was such 
A thing thought of or intended by the Democratic party. 

Question. Is it true, as was represented by Mr. Betts, that if it 
bad not been for the presence of the soldiers at the polls, the Demo= 
XitntB would have taken forcible possession of the polls, and that 
there would have been murder and bloodshed in general ? 

Answer. I would think not. I am confident nothing^ of 
the kind Was intended. 

Question. Were not the Democrats in Sussex County, previous 
to the election, fianguine and perfectly confident that, if the election 
was a fair one, they would elect their ticket by a large majority ? 

Answer. Yes, sit 5 that appeared to be the opinion and the 
general talk amongst the most of the leading Democrats. It 
was also my own opinion. 

Louder N. Hearn, 

On motion, 

The Committee adjou^rned until 8 o'clock on Monday even» 
ing next. 



Monday, Febi^uary 16, 1863, 8 o'clock P. M. 
The Committee met pursuisitit to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Saulsbui*y> Hitch, Slay, StubbC) Williamfl) 
and Waples. 
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Henky W. Long, swam and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where did you reside at the time of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. In Baltimore Hundred* 
Question. Did you vote in that Hundred on that day ? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you observe anything there unusual, and different 
from what you had been in the habit of seeing on election day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; there Vas a cavalry force there, which 
was unusuaL 

Question. How were they stationed in reference to the polls f 

Answer. They were drawn up in a half circle in front of 
the polls ; they were armed. During the time of voting, their 
arms were at their sides ; after the polls were closed, they 
drew their sabres, and were ready for a charge. They were 
mounted. 

Question. Were there much intimidation and dissatisfaction 
among any class of voters there on account of the presence of 
the soldiers ? 

Answer, Yes, sir ; I think there was. 
Question. Did this intimidation and dissatisfaction exist equally 
among members of both parties, or was it confined to one party ? 

Answer. It was confined to one party — the Democratic 
p^rty. 

Question. Was the intimidation so great as to make some of the 
active working members of the Democratic party timid and fearful 
to exert themselves ? 

Answer. I think some were a little, but not to so great an 
extent as one might suppose. 

Question. Was there any person who stayed away from the polls 
on that day on account of the presence of the soldiers ? 

Answer. Not that T know ot 

Question. Who had command of the soldiers there that day ? 

Answer. They ^Vere commanded by the Lieutenant. One 
Samuel Lacey was Provost Marshal. In placing them at the 
polls, the Lieutenant was under the direction of the Provost 
Marshal. 

Question. Was there any person within the circle of which you 
speak ? 

Answer. There were some. The Provost Marshal went in 
the cirele when he pleased ot wherever he pleased. 
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Question. Was he taking a very active part about the polls ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he was a very active man. 

Question. From your observation of his conduct that day, do 
you think he was striving to have a fair election, and to give every 
man an opportunity to vote, no matter what were his politics — or 
was he working for the benefit of one party in particular ? 

Answer. I think the intention was for the benefit of one 
party — ^the Republican or Abolition party. 

Question. How long has Mr. Lacey been a resident of your 
Hundred ? 

Answer. I do not exactly know — long enough to entitle 
him to a vote. He had been there more than a year, I think. 

Question. If the people of your Hundred had been going to 
choose a man who would have acted fairly in reference to the elec- 
tion, is Mr. Lacey the man they would have selected when they 
wanted fair play shown ? 

Answer, Not the sensible portion of the men in Baltimore 
• Hundred ? 

Question. Is he, or is he not, a bitter, prejudiced, and vindictive 
man ? 

Answer. He is, when he has authority. 
Question. Was there fair play shown at the polls that day ? 
Answer. Not in my way of thinking. 
Question. Was there any necessity for the presence of soldiers 
at the polls on that day for the preservation of the public peace ? 

Answer. No, sir ; not any ; because, at the little election, 
we had a full turn out, the fullest ever known in that Hundred, 
and we never had a more peaceable election. That is why I 
think so. 

Question. What was the majority in that Hundred at the little 
election, and for which party ; 

Answer. I have forgotten what the majority was, but it 
was for the Republican party. 

Question. It was stated by the Governor, in his testimony, that 
he had been informed by numerous citizens that there was a com- 
bination between the Democrats of your Hundred and certain 
citizens of Maryland, headed by one Curtis W Jacobs, to come 
into that Hundred, and take possession of the polls, and that that 
was one of the reasons why he sent for troops. I desire to ask you 
whether that statement is true ? 

Answer. I think there was no truth whatever in it; be-' 
cause, if there had been such an intention, I think I should 
have known it. I never heard any such thing, except as 
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coming from the Republican party. 1 think it was a base 
falsehood, got up by some of that party. I never saw a De- 
mocrat who knew anything about it. 

Question. Were the Democrats of your County, previous to the 
election, sanguine and perfectly confident of carrying the election in 
that County by a large majority, if there was no interference ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that was the calculation by all that pro- 
fessed to know anything about it with whom I talked. It was 
also my own calculation. 

Question. From your observation of the voters in Baltimore 
Hundred, was it not generally underst9od by men of all parties 
there that day, that the soldiers were there for the benefit of the 
Republican party, and for the injury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. Some few Republicans undertook to justify the 
presence of the soldiers by saying that their presence was ne- 
cessary. But it was generally understood that the real design 
of having them there was to benefit the Republican party and 
to injure the Democratic party. 

Question. Do you believe that the Republican party was bene- 
fitted, and the Democratic party injured by the presence of the sol- 
diers ? 

Answer.* Yes, sir ; I do think so. 

Question. Were there any persons arrested in your Hundred on 
the day of the election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were eight. Curtis W. Jacobs 
and George Hudson, from Maryland; Captain John James, 
Charles D. Bennett, Charles Stephens, John Hudson, Elisha 
Bryan and myself, from Baltimore Hundred. 

Question. To what political party did the citizens of Baltimore 
Hundred, who were arrested, belong ? 

Answer. John Hudson had his ticket altered to vote a part 
of each ticket. I do not know how Charles Stephens voted. 
The rest were all Democrats I know. 

Question. Had these persons voted before they were arrested ? 

Answer. I think they had, all but John Hudson. 

Question. What time in the day were the arrests made ? 

Answer. Curtis Jacobs and Captain John James were 
arrested some time in the forenoon. The others were arrested 
about two hours before sundown. 

Question. Had these persons, who were arrested, been guilty of 
Any great disorder, or any breach of the public peace ? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 
Question. For what were they arrested ? 
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Answer. 
QaestioQ. 
Answer, 
door. 
Question. 
Answer. 



I do not know. 

Were they confined f 

They were placed in a house with a goard at the 



How long were tliey kept in confinement f 
I do not know how long two of them, Mr. 
Jacobs and Captain James, were confined. The rest were con- 
fined about two hours. 
Question. Do yon know by whose order the arrests were made J 
Answer. By order of the Provost Marshal I suppose. I did 
not hear him make the 'order, but that was the general under- 
standing. 

Question. How many persons were there from Maryland, that 
day, at your election ? 

Answer. Four that I know. I do not know of any more. 
William B. White and Henry W. Poole, besides those I have 
mentioned, were there. 

Henry W. Long. 

John W. James, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : • 

Question. Where did you vote on the day of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. In Baltimore Hundred. 

Question. Did you see anything unusual, and different from whai 
you had eyer seen before at or about the polls on that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; a company of cavalry was there. 

Question. Were they armed 2 

Answer. Armed. 

Question. Were they mounted ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. How mauy of them were there ? 

Answer. I think there were some forty or fiflgr. I did not 
count them. 

Question. Under whose <jharge were they ? 

Answer. Under the ch^-ge of Samuel Lacey* 

Question. Who is Samuel Lacey ? 

Answer. Provost Marshal. 

Question. How long had he been a citizen of your Hundred T 

Answer. I think about a year on the day of the eleictioflu 

Question. To ^bat poUAieal party did he belong I 
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Answer. To the party styled the Bepablican party. 

Question. Was Mr. Lacej an active and violent partizan ? 

Answer. He appeared to be so, especially on that day. 

Question. If the people of Baltimore Hundred had wanted to 
select a man who would have acted fairly and impartially, 
and secured to every man his rights, irrespective of party, is Mr. 
Lacey such a man as they would have fixed upon ? 

Answer. I do not think any Democrat or one half of the 
Eepublican party wduld have chosen such a man as that. 

Question. Did he act fairly and impartially towards the members 
of all parties there that day, endeavoring to secure to every man bis 
rights ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think he did. He arrested me 
very soon after I got there. ^ He did not know whether I haA 
voted or not ; but I had voted. 

Question. Had you been guilty of any breach of the public 
peace, or any other cause for which you ought to have been arrested ? 

Answer. I did not think so. I asked him what authority 
he had to open a way through the crowd, which was all I said 
to him. He immediately ordered them to arrest me. I did 
not know that he was Provost Marshal. 

Question. It was stated by the Governor of the State, when 
giving in his testimony, that one reason for his soliciting troops 
to be present on the day of the election was, that he had been 
informed by various persons, residents of Baltimore Hundred, upon 
whom he could rely, that there was a combination between certain 
Marylanders — I think, about twenty — with one Curtis Jacobs at 
their head, and the Democrats of your Hundred, to take possession 
of the polls and prevent Union men from voting — will you please 
to state whether there was any truth in that statement ? 

Answer. I am well acquainted with Curtis Jacobs ; he puts 
up at my house, or my brother's, every time he comes up to 
his farm. If there had been any such talk, I think he would 
have told me or my brother. I never heard him mention any 
thing about such a company on the day of the election ; nor 
did I ever hear talk of such a thing among the Democratic 
party. I heard some of the Bepublican party talking suoh 
talk. I think it was more to influence the election on their 
side than anything else. 

Question. Were not the Democratic party in your County per- 
fectly sanguine and confident of carrying the election in that County 
by a large jnajority, if there was no interference with the election ? 

^knsvf^. That appeared to be the opinion of the sensible 
part of tnem, I believe. 

John W, jAXKa. 
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Samuel W; Lacey, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 
Answer. I reside in Baltimore Hundred. 
Question. How long have you been a resident of that Hundred ? 

Answer. On Wednesday night next at eight o^clock, if 
you want the precise time, I shall have been there a year and 
three months. 

Question. Were you Provost Marshal for that Hundred on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. By whom were you appointed 1 
• Answer. I suppose I was appointed by Edwin M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War. I received my commission through and by 
a man by the name of Isaac T. Dunning. 

Question. Is your commission still in force ? 

Answer. I consider it still in force. I have it with me. 

Question. Will you allow me to see it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

[Witness presents the commission.] 

Question. Were there any orders accompanyingthe commission ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

[Witness presents the orders.] 

Question. Will you please to look at the handwriting in which 
the commission was filled up, and also the handwriting in which 
these orders were made out, and tell me whether you think they are 
the handwriting of the same person ? 

Answer. I think they are both the handwriting of James 
R. Lofland. 

Question. Did you receive, from Oeneral Wool, or any other 
person, the copy of an oath to be administered on the day of the 
election to voters ? 

Answer. I did not. I received an oath to be taken by 
myself, which was all the oath I did receive. 

Question. Have you a copy of the oath you took yonrself ? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. Do you recollect the substance of that oath ? 

Answer. I do not, precisely. I had to make oath tbat I 
had never been in the rebel army ; had never takeli up arms 
against the General Government ; that I had never sapporC&d 
treason in any form, &c. 



169 

Qnestion. Who administered that oath to you ? 

Answer. I think that Esquire William Hazzard, Justice of 
the Peace and Notary Public, did, on the 3d day of November. 

Question. Are you a Justice of the Peace or Notary Public ? 

Answer. I never have been yet. 

Question. Do you hold any office under the General Govern- 
ment, or under this State, which authorizes you to administer oaths ? 

Answer. I consider I do. 

Question. What office is it which you hold which empowers you 
to do thus ? 

Answer. The office of Pro_vost Marshal. 

Question. Is there anything in the commission which you 
received from Mr. Stanton, as Provost Marshal, which gave you 
authority to administer an oath ? 

Answer. Well, I do not know what you might consider ; I 
suppose you saw it. 

The Chairman. I am only asking what you thought. You 
have a right to put your own interpretation on it. 

The Witness. I consider that I had a right under present 
circumstances. 

Question. Will you allow me to see that commission again a 
moment ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

[The witness presents the commission, which is as follows : 

"War Depaetment, Washington City, D; C. 

" November 1st, 1862. 
" Samuel W. Lacy : 

" Sib : You are hereby appointed Special Provost Marshal for 
Baltimore Hundred, Delaware, under General Orders No. 140, from 
this Department. Immediately on receipt hereof, please to commu- 
nicate to this Department, through the Provost Marshal General, your 
acceptance or i\on-acceptance ; and with your letter of acceptance, 
return the oath herewith enclosed, properly filled up, subscribed, 
and attested. 

" Your headquarters will be at TunnelPs store, and you will make 
such arrangements, when absent on duty, that any communication 
from this department may reach you without delay. 

"Edwin M. Stanton, 

" Secretary of War." 
Question. Did you administer an oath to any citizen of Balti- 
more Hundred on the day of the last election ? 

Answer. I administered the oath of allegiance. 
QoestioD. To whom did you administer such oath f 
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Answer. I do not recollect ; there were five or six. I be- 
lieve Curtis W. Jacobs, from Maryland, was the only one from 
that State. Captain John James, Charles Bennett, Elisha 
Uyan, I think, Captain Henry Long, John Rust, John Hudson, 
I think, and another person, whose name I forget. These are 
all I recollect. 

Question. Have you a copy of the form of oath you adminis- 
tered ? 

Answer. I have not with me. 

Question. What was the form of oath ? 

Answer. I do not recollect exactly. 

The Chairman. State its substance, as well as you can recollect. 

Witness. I do not recollect much about it ; it is down in 
writing, but I have not got it with me. 

Question. Had you the form of oath In writing at the time ? 

Answer. I had. 

Question. Had you it before you ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I had committed it to memory, I thinks 
AS nearly as I could. 

Question. Do you say that you do not now recollect the oath 
you administered ? 

Answer. I say that I do not recollect all of it. 

Question. Do you recollect any part of it with sufficient distinct- 
ness to relate it ? 

Answer. I might relate some of it. ^ 
Question. Will you please relate what you do remember ? 
Answer. I can remember thus far. For instance, suppose 
I was swearing Captain Henry Long, it would run thust 
*' Captain Henry Long, you solemnly swear on the Holy 
Evangels of Almighty God that you will bear true allegiance'* 
— I forget the balance of it It closed up with, " So help me 
God." I did not require them to kiss the Bible ox any other 
book. 

Question. By whom was the form of oath, which you admiaja* 
tered, given to yon ? 

Answer. Lieutenant Walters gave it to me-, and I wrote it 
dowti. 

Question. Will you sign that testimony ? 
. Answer. I hardly think that is my testimony. 
Question. Is that not the testimony as you j^ave it to the clerk 7 
Answer. It is the testimony aa I gave it to the clerk. 
The Chairman. Sign it^ or refuse to sign it 3 take your own choice. 

Cav^ain Sawtel W. Lacky. 
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On motion, 

The Committee adjourned 'antil 8 o'clock to-morroiw morn- 
ing. 



Tuesday, February 17, 1863, 8 o'clock A. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjourment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Cahall, Williams, and 
Horsey. • 

The examination of Henry W. Long was resumed, he being 
recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Qnestion. Will yon please to state, as nearly as yon can recollect, 
what the oath was which was administered to you by Captain 
Samuel W. Lacy ? 

Answer. While I was' under guard. Dr. Holloway told me 
tbat he had been to Samuel W. Laoey and told him that I 
would take the oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States in order to be released. Lacey came into the guard 
room where I was, and asked me if I wanted to see him. I 
told him, " No, damn you ; I do not." I asked him if he 
wished to see me. He said, " Not in particular." I told him 
that I wanted to know what I was arrested for. He said I had 
been talking treason. I told him, if I had, I wanted him to 
say wherein I had done so, and to prove it. He asked me then 
if I was ready to take the oath of allegiance. I told him I 
^ould not take the oath of allegiaDce to support the presestt 
administration; that I would take the oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States, and nothing else. He told 
me to raise my right hand. The oath that I took was this: 
Henry W. Long, you do solemnly swear, upon the Holy 
Evangels of Almighty God, that you will support the Consti- 
tution of the United States." He was going on to swear mo 
to bear true allegiance to the Government. When he said 
these words I told him to stop ; that I should take naoath but 
to support the Constitution of the Uiuted States. He then.^- 
ministered the oath as I have related it above, and that wa« 
all the oath I took. Then I was released. 

Hekey W. JjONGt. 

The examination of Johk W< Jam£& was resumed, he beii^ 
recalled. 
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By the Chairman : 

Question. Did Mr. Lacey administer an oath to you on the day 
of the last general election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. But I have no recollection of what it 
was. It was such an oath as I thought at the time that I could 
safely take. 

Question. Did he profess to swear you on the Holy Evangels ? 

Answer. I think he did. 

Question. Did he require you to place your hand on the Bible 
or Testament and kiss it ? 

Answer. No, sir. He told me to hold up my right hand. 
He first read his authority, which was his commission. Then 
he said he would swear me before he would let me out. He 
held his commission in his hand at the time he swore me. 

Question. Something has been said about the presence of 
citizens from Maryland at your polls on the day of the last general 
election — is such a thing unusual at your polls ? 

Answer. No, sir. The States are very near together at that 
place, and they frequently come over to our polls, and, I under- 
stand, that persons from this State frequently go to their election. 

Question. Has the presence of the citizens of Maryland at your 
polls ever caused any disturbance of which your are aware ? 

Answer. None to my recollection. 

John W. James. 

Isaac Giles, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election — 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. I voted on that day in Little Creek Hundred, and 
in the town of Laurel. 

Question. How long have you been a voter ? 

Answer. I have been a voter about thirty-four years. 

Question. Did you observe anything unusual, and different from 
what you had ever seen before on the day of the election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; quite unusual. I saw a company or 
part of a company of soldiers armed, said to be the Maryland 
Home Guards. 

Question^ State all that you know in reference to bringing sol- 
diers into this State, how they were stationed in reference to the 
polls, under whose charge they were, what they did, the effect of 
their presence oa the electioii, and everything you know in reference 
io them t 
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Answer. Some two or three weeks before the election^ and 
a very few days after Mr. Fisher and Mr. Smithers spoke in 
the town of Laurel, I, being at Laurel, was informed by 
William Hitch, the present State Senator, that there was a man 
from Milford, a stone-cutter, by the name of Eead, I think, at 
Laurel, on the day when Mr. Fisher and Mr. Smithers spoke, 
who offered to bet from one to five hundred dollars that the 
Republican or Union party, whatever he termed it, would 
carry the State and the Legislative branch in two of the 
counties ; and also that a man at Laurel, by the name of John 
Moore, a Justice of the Peace, was authorized to take a bet of 
that kind. I called on the said Moore, and told him that the 
bet would be taken, provided there were no soldiers brought 
into the County, and the people were suffered to have a fair 
election. He replied that they would take the bet, but would 
make no conditions. Not being disposed to take the bet 
without conditions, I retired. From that time up to the elec- 
tion, it was rumored that there were to be soldiers at the polls. 
We, fearing the effect it would have by intimidating persons 
from coming to the polls, tried to convince the people that 
none would be there. There was a meeting held at Laurel, by 
each party, between the time Mr. Fisher was there and the 
election. The Democratic meeting was the largest meeting I 
ever knew to be held in that place by any party, and there was 
no quarreling, or fighting, or any disturbance of any kind. 
The Union or Republican meeting which took place after this, 
on the Saturday before the election, was the largest that I ever 
saw of that party in that place. I saw or heard of no quarreling, 
or fighting, or disturbance of any kind, except a man by the 
name of Ellis, from North West Fork Hundred, whom I 
frequently heard going through the crovyd called the Demo- 
crats rebels. He came where I was sitting, on Nathaniel 
Horsey's porch, and called me and Horsey damned rebels, and 
repeated it several times, saying : " If you do not hear, damn 
you, I will make you hear." But we, suspecting that he had 
been set on by others for the purpose of getting up a row or 
fuss, to be used as an excuse for bringing soldiers into the 
County, made no reply to him whatever. , On Monday, after 
we had learned that the boats had come up the river bringing 
the soldiers, we received a message from Ex-Governor Ross, 
stating that he thought there would be no intimidation, that 
the people would be allowed to vote their sentiments. We then 
posted men on horseback, through the Hundred, conveying that 
intelligence, that is, that there would be no intimidation, and 
persu^ing the people to come to the polls ; and on that nighty 
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llonday night previous to the election, I was informed, 
hj a man by the name of Ellis, who said that he, that 
^ifternoon, had been told by a tsian by the name of White, wha 
Vras riding on the horse of the Provost Marshal of that 
Hundred, that if he went to the polls the next day to vote the 
Democrati<5 ticket, he would be arrested. On arriving at 
Laurel on the moirning of the election, I saw the soldiers 
^parading in the stree*s, and while I was yet in my carriage, I 
saw them rush into a store, and drag •out a man. I heard the 
Captain say to the men: "Take him to. the guard house." 
'They took him down the street I did >not see what they did 
with him. I then went down to the hoiase where the election 
was held, lie eiection not beifag then «0!pen. Shortly after- 
Vf ards. Captain Watkias came dkown with a squad of soldiers, 
«aid to be forty or fifty. He went up to the house where the 
votes were received, *nd ordered the pe(^le to fall badk, or 
rather pressed them back, and formed a square probably thirty 
hy fifty feet in front of the window, and ordered all persons 
^outside of the square. * He then made a speech, in which he 
said there was to be no intimidation, and that they must take 
oare how they talked ; that their thoughts belonged to them- 
selves, but their words and actions belonged to the Government 
I immediately asked him if persons wottld be admitted at the 
window inside of the square for the purpose of challenging 
Votes. He replied: "No; that is the duty of the Judges." 
In a few moments, there came a message to me from the 
Inspector, requesting me to go into the house. I had be- 
fore declined acting as Judge, but at his earnest request I 
then accepted, and was sworn in, together with the other 
Judge. Shortly afterwards the polls were opened, and on 
the opposite side of the street, some thirty or forty feet 
from the window, the members of the Democratic party 
appeared to be mostly standing. The opposition, or Eepubli- 
can, or Union party, appeared to be collected at the north of 
the window. When the polls were opened, they commenced 
coming from the Democratic ranks one or two at a time, ac- 
cording to directions from the front of the window and also 
from%e other side, where the opposite party were stand- 
ing. It continued so but a very short time, when I saw, but 
did not hear, a conversation between the Provost Marshal 
(John L. Bacon) and Captain Watkin^ and immediately the 
Captain said there should be no more crossing the line in front 
from where the Democrats were standing ; observing, at the 
same time, that he wanted to mix up the votes to give some 
trouble to the Clerks in tallying them. After that time no 
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^rson Was admitlttd to cross the line iti front, but voters Were 
admitted on the extreme right. There was a man came up ta 
vote, and his vote was advocated by the Eepublican party, 
and objected to by me on the ground of his not having paid 
his tax. I cannot give his tiame, but I recollect the circum* 
fltance perfectly well. He offered to ipake oath that he had 
paid a tax within two years in Little Creek Hundred. On 
examining the books of the two last collectors, I could not find 
his name thereiuv I contended he had no legal right to vote. 
Captaih Watkins ordered the Inspector to swear the voter and 
take his vote, and he did so. Shortly afterwards another man, 
by the name of William S. Hearn, came up to vote. His resi* 
dence was not objected to. He produced a receipt for having 
paid a tax in 1861, in the Hundred. His vote was objected to 
on th6 ground that another man by the same name had already 
voted on the opposite side, and showed a tax receipt for 1862, 
and that th^sre was but one name of that kind on the booksi 
The inspector and myself had decided to receive the last men-» 
tioned vote, when the Captain ordered him to go out of the 
ring, just as the Inspector was about to take his vote, and he 
was not permitted to return, and^did not get to Vote. Shortly 
afterwards another man came up to vote. I do not recollect 
his name, and his vote was objected to by the ProVost Marshal, 
t>n the ground that he had not paid a tax within two years* 
feut after the late Collector was sent for, it was proved that 
his tax had been paid within two years and paid by the Pro-* 
vost Marshal. He voted. Shortly after that a man by thd 
name of James L. Davis, came up to vote. Being an English- 
man, I demanded his naturalization papers, or proof thereof. 
The Captain came up shortly aftWWards and asked me what 
the contention was. I told him that the man was a foreigner, 
and I demanded his naturalization papers or proof of his 
naturalization. He says : " You require impossibilities." He 
then said to the Inspector: "Take the vote, or 1 Will smash 
the ballot-boxes and the whole damned concetn !" The In- 
spector held out his hand, trembling, and said to the voter s 
" Hand here your ticket,^^ and put the vote in the box. When 
I remonstrated with him for so doing, he remarked that he 
was forced to do it. l?lie Judge on the other side said I had 
better be quiet, and take what we could get, for we should get 
«ome majority any Way. The Captain at the time he told the 
Inspector to take this vote, l^emarked : " You admitted the vot©^ 
of a damned Dutchman,^ and you shall admit this." The 
Dutchman alluded to had some time before votpd. When he 
came to the window, I did npt kuow him. I had never ^^ • 
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him before, to my recollection. I did not know that he was a 
Dutchman or foreigner of any kind. When he handed his. 
vote to the Inspector, I asked him if he had paid a tax within 
two years. He pulled out a receipt which showed that he had, 
and showed it to me. He then said he had another paper 
he would show me, if I wanted to look at it, and pulled, 
it partly out of his pocket. I, not thinking that he was a 
foreigner, could not think of any other paper that he needed, 
and said to him : " I do not want to see any other papers." 
John Moore, also, the other Judge, said he was all right, that 
he worked in the tanyard for Mr. William Delany ; and I am 
fully satisfied, from what I have since seen and heard, that the 
paper he oiBfered to produce to me was his naturalization papers.' 
His vote was not objected to by anybody. No other foreigner 
voted in the Hundred to my knowledge. Another man by the 
name of Ferbush came up to the polls to vote. His residence 
was not objected to. He produced the required tax-receipt, . 
but his vote was objected to by the Provost Marshal on the 
ground that it was said he had been convicted of felony in 
Maryland. After I stated that the conviction alluded to in 
our Constitution meant a conviction under our own Constitu- 
tion and laws, and not those of any other State, and further 
that there was no proof of any couviction before us, the In- 
spector and myself decided to receive his vote. The other 
Judge objected. Immediately Captain Watkins drove him 
out of the ring, and ordered him not to come back again. He 
consequently did not get to vote. A young man came up to 
vote, who was a Democrat. His vote was objected to on the 
ground that he was under the age of 21 years. About the 
same time, I heard a voice^rom the crowd calling on me to 
send for Levin Twilly who would prove this man's age. Our 
men were very seldom over the line, while some of their 
men had free admission all the time. The name of the young 
man alluded to was Henry Ehodes, who was born in one of 
my tenant-houses, not more than one-fourth of a mile from my 
house, achd near the age of one of my children, and knowing 
his age myself, and fearing that if the case was delayed by call- 
ing Twilly, the young man would be driven out of the ring, 
and would not get to vote, his vote was admitted on my own 
knowledge, when a man standing inside of the lines in front of 
the window, by the name of Jacob Morine, kept abusing me, 
swearing that the man alluded to was under age, and that he 
would not believe me if I swore to it, and was allowed to con- 
tinue doing so by the Provost Marshal Morine was a very 
active man in the Republican party. 
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Qaestion. I state that the Oo^erDor of the State, in rehtiffgr 
his testimony to the Committee/ stated^ in substance, that he had 
asked Colonel Wallace to place soldiera at the polls on the day of 
the general election, in Baltimore Handced,. Broad Creek Hundred, 
Little Creek Hundred, and Dagsborongh Hundred, and gave, as his 
reason for so doing, that there had been a combination, as he had 
been informed by a number of respectable and reliable men, be- 
tween a number of Secessionists in Maryland, beaded by one Curtis 
W. Jacobs, and a number of Democrats in Del»warer, to take pos- 
session of the polls, and drive Union men away^ and prevent them 
from voting— I ask. yon sir, whether the statement is true f 

Answer. I do not beliere it has any foundation in fact. I 
ttink I liave the confidence of the Democratic party in Sussex 
County. J never heard it intimated by a single member of the 
party. But on the other hand, I did hear Dr. John Fowler, of 
Maryland, say, about one week before the election, that he 
heard William Lennayd, a Colonel of the " Ptirnell Legion/' 
say, that they moBt send soldiers to-Delawam, that the Delaware 
election must be carried for the Adurijiistration. 
• Question. I ask you whether the presence of soldiers at the 
polls, at Laurel, on the day of the election, had the effect to pro- 
duce great intimidation and alarm among the Democratic voters, 
and great satisfaction and conGdence among the Republicans voters ? 

Answer. I have no doubt bui that many members of the 
Democratic party were greatly intimidated, and did not do 
what they would have done but for such intimidatioii, I ob- 
served that men, when they" came to the window to rote, were 
trembling, while on the other hand, the opposite party ap- 
peared buoyant, fihequently insulting and threatening ta have 
the Democrats arrested. > ^ 

Question. Did, or did not, the Provost Marshal, John L. Bacon, 
and Captain Watkins^ take possession of the window, to the ex- 
clusion of everybody else, as challengers ? 

Answer. Na person of the Democratic party, excepting in 
one or two instances, was admitted to the window as chal>- 
lengers, while the other parlgr had four or five there at a time 
for that purpose. When oar men did come, as they did onl^ 
in a few eases when I would call persons for that purpose, ]* 
was only by the perniission of the Provost Marshal and Cs^)tain 
Watkins tiiat they could come. The Provost Marshal always 
gave orders throu;^ Captain Watkins ; he acted all the time im 
an electioneering manner. Frequently when I called persons 
for this purpose, they were not permitted to come. 

Question. Did not the whole cond^t of the Provost Marshal 
snd Captain Watkins on that day, show that they were acting, for 

M 
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the benefit of the Republican party, and for the injnrj of the 
Democratic party, instead of making an effort to intnn a fair elec* 
tion, and eqaal chances to members of all parties f 

Answer. Their principal object appeared to be tbe benefit 
of the Bepublican or Union party. Tnej did make some effort 
to keep the peace. 

Question. Was there any necessity for the presence ot the mili*- 
tary at the poUs that day to preserre the public peace f 

Answer. I think there was not I have never known the 
people in our Hundred or County more quiet in any political 
campaign. 

Question. Were not the Democratic party in Sussex County 
perfectly sanguine and confident of carrying the electfon in that 
County by a large majority, if there was no interference, and was 
that not your own indiyidual opinion 1 

Answer. The Democrats of the County were certainly san- 
guine and confident of carrying the County, provided we had 
a fair election. I never heard a single Democrat express him- 
self otherwisCi and it certainly was my own opinion* 

Question. Was it not the interest, as well as the desire, of the 
Democratic party to have a fair, peaceable, and quiet election 7 

Answer. It certainly was the interest and desire of the 
Democratic party to have a £iir and quiet election; and so 
far as I could understand, every prominent member appeared 
to be making exertions to that effect. 

Question. Was there any attempt, on the part of the Democrats, 
at Laurel, that day, to break over the lines formed by the mOitary, 
and take forcible possession at the polls. 

Answer. None that I saw or heard of. I was at the win- 
dow, and observed the crowd in ftont of the window all day, 
Mid saw no such attempt. Persons may have accidentally 
stepped over the lines. 

Question. Was there anything occurred that could have justified 
the Provost Marshal, or any other reasonable person, in forming 
the opinion that there was any such Intention oi purpose f 

Answer. There certainly was not, so far as anything I have 
seen or heard. I believe that if they had been disposed to 
have done so, they would have found no difficulty in doing ik 

Isaac Giles. 
On motion of Mr. Waples, 

The Committee adjourned till 8 o^oloek P. M. 
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Samb Day, 7 J o'clock, P. U. 
' Committee met pursuant to a^jounmieiit. 

Present — ^Mesars. Saulsbury, Hitch> Cahall, Slay, and WU* 
liams. 

Gborgk W. White, affirmed and estamined* 
By the Chairman : 

QueBtion. Where did yon vote on the day of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. In Cedar Creek Hundred, Sussex County. 

Qaestion. Will you please to state all yon know in reference to 
the presence of soldiers there that day, what they did, what the effect 
of their presence on the election, and how you managed to get rid of 
them, and all that yon know in reference to them f 

Answer. On election morning, I walked a part of the way 
to Cedar Creek. When I went into the room where they held 
the election, I found William Lofland, late Sheriff of Sussex 
County, who, at that time, resided in Georgetown Hundred, 
sitting at the .table, putting characters and names upon what 
they call Union tickets, what 1 call Eepublicftn tickets. I waa 
looking at him before he saw me. He looked up and saw me, 
and asked me what in hell I was doing there so soon in the 
morning. I told him I was about my own business. I then . 
asked him if he would give me the privilege of asking him 
what he was doing with those tickets, and why he was not at 
home in his own Hundred. He said that was his own busi- 
ness. He then said to me : " George, you had better stay in 
the house to day." I asked him, " Why should I stay in the 
house?" He then. said to me, "You had better stay in the 
house." I asked him, " Why so ?" He said : " We are going 
to have a company of soldiers here to-day." I asked him who 
he meant byj'we." He said: "We, the Union party." I 
said to him : " Duck, (this was his nick-name,) do you mean 
that ?" " Yes," he said, " I do mean it." And he said further, 
" We do not intend to see any jarring or forcing men up to 
these polls ; if you do, there will be bloodshed here to-day." I 
then asked him if he or his party intended to form a line with 
the soldiers before our window. He said : " Yes, we do." I 
asked if he meant to do so positively. He said: "Yes, 
just as soon as they come on the hill." I then told him that if 
he or his party did form a line before that Window that day, 
I was going to stay in the house, and act as one of the Judges 
of 4jkhat election, and if I was sworn as such, and the soldiers 
forp^ed ft line before ihat window, tha^ wit]pL the consent of our 



180 

Inspector, a Democrat, we would lower that window. He 
asked if I meant it. I told him just as sure as he believed 
there was a God in heaven I would do it, if you arrest me in 
five minutes afterwards. He said that would be done if the 
window was lowered. There was no more said imtil the 
soldiers came. They came wfthin about twenty steps of the 
window, formed a line, and stacked their arms. Then the 
Lieutenant was requested to move his compaay to what we 
call a barn-yard at the end of the house. There they remained 
until the poUs were closed. The soldiers did not interfere at all 
with the election. 

Question. What was your reason for tellnig Mr. Lofland that 
you wonld pat down that window if the soldiers formed a line in 
front of it? 

Answer. It was because I saw no occasion of insurrection 
or "invasion which required them to- form a line. 

Qoestion. What would have been the effect of the election in 
that County by your shutting down the window and not taking the 
votes ? 

Answer. There would have been no election in that Hun- 
dred. The votes there would not have been counted. 

Question. What was the maXority in that Hundred, and for what 
party ? , 

Answer. I think it was 122 for the Bepubliean party, so 
far as the Governor 'was concerned. 

Question. The holding of no election in that hundred would 
have increased the Democratic majority 122 votes, wonld it ? 

Answer. I think it would,, sa far as the Governor waa con- 
©emed. 

Question. Was it understood to her in view of the fact that the 
Republicans had a large majority in that bvndred, and that you 
had given notice as a Judge of the election, that if soldiers were 
formed in line in front of the window you would close the window 
and hold no eleetion, that, the soldiers were removed from the pres- 
ence of the voters, and sent into the barn-yard as you have named ? 

Answer. It was so- uaoderstood. 

Question. Do yon know whether the captain or Lieutenant of 
the company, ©r whoever had them in charge,- was reproved for not 
forming a line in front of the window, and U so, by whom ? 

Answer. I can not say personally myself. I am- not sure, 
but I am inclined to think William D. Fowler told me that 
the Captain or Lieutenant was met on Milford bridge, after 
walking five miles from the election with his company, by 
James B. Lofland, who was Provost Marshal, I thinK^ ^mp A« 
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State. He asked the Lieutenant if he did form a line at Cedar 
Creek, before the window. He told the Provost Marshal that 
he did not. Lofland asked him why he did not do it He said 
he saw no cause for it. Mr. Lofland then said to him, '* I be- 
lieve that you are a traitor and a secessionist." He then said 
to Mr. Lofland that that was the third time he had been called 
such, and that he had belonged to the United States service 
for the past eight years. He (the Lieutenant) then pulled out 
of his pocket a revolver and said to him, that if he repeated 
the same words he would blow a ball through him. This is 
all I know. 

Geo. W- White. 

William A. Scribner, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman. 

QnestioQ. Were yoa a candidate upon the ticket At the last 
election for the Legislature from Cedar Creek Hundred, Sussex 
County ? 

Answer. I was, sir. 

Question. Were you present at the election on that day, in 
Cedar Creek Hundred i 

Answer. I was, sir. 

Question. Please to state what you know In reference to <he 
presence of the soldiers at the polls that day, what position they 
occupied in reference to the polls ? 

Answer. I left home about 8 o'clock in the morning. I 
overtook the soldiers about half way from Milford to Cedar 
Creek. I got to Cedar Creek, I suppose, about forty minutes, 
perhaps, before they got there. They walked up about thirty 
or forty yards from the place of voting, then halted and stacked 
their arms. The Lieutenant left. He went in the house, I 
think, or around the house, and was gone some five or ten 
minutes. . When he coirie back he ordered his men to take up 
their arms and march. He took them in a barnyard at the ena 
of the house. They remained there as long as I stayed at 
Cedar Creek. I do not think any of his men were out of the 
yard during that day until they left to return to Milford. I 
saw a Lieutenant in the yard. I went up to him and asked 
him if the Democratic party was going to have a fair chance 
to vote there that day. He told me that was his intention, to 
let every man have a fair chance to vote. I told him that was 
all we asked. Isaw him once or twice, in the afternoon, up 
Btairs, looking out at the window right .over where they were 
yoting^ when there was ag<^ desdof puUiogand hauling, 
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but he never interfered. 1 left there about fifteen or twenty 
minutes before the polls closed. 

Question. Do you know whj he assigned his troops a position 
in the bam yard 7 

Answer. I do not 

William A. ScniBifKB. 
On motion, 

The Committee ac^'oumed until 8 J o'clock to-morrow mom- 
ing. 



Wednesday, February 18, 1863—8} o'clock, A. M. 

Present — Messrs. Cahall, Slay, Stubbs, Waples, Williams 
and Horsey. ' 

The Chairman not being present, 

On motion, 

Mr. Cahall was appointed Chairman, jpro tern, ^ 

Henby Bidgely sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Cahall: 

Qnestion. Where did you vote at the last general election 1 

Answer. In Dover, sir. 

Question. Were there any armed soldiers at the polls that day ; 
if so, please state their position in reference to the polls, and all 
yon know in reference to the matter ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There were armed soldiers in the town 
that day. They were drawn np on the south side of the 
square, about 100 yards, I suppose, from the place of votings 
some time before tne voting commenced. They were said ta 
be a portion of the Maryland Home Guards, and remained 
drawn up in the same place during the whole day except at 
two or three intervals. During these intervals they made two 
charges across the Court House pavement, where the votes 
were taken in« At the £rst charge^ I was struck twice : once 
imnmiediately in the breast with a bayonet, and also in th# 
leftside. 

Qoestioa. What was the occasion which induced the soldiers t# 
make these several charges of which yon speak ? 

Answer. The cause of the first charge, as I understood, wte 
from a very unprovoked attack of Mr. George P. Fisher, on 
Mn Joseph Wickfi^both of this plaioa^ Theoauaeof the aeoooA 



oharge I did not know, I heard of it afterwards, but qannot 
speak of my own knowledge. 

Question. Was there, in jomr judgment, any necessitj for the 
presence of soldiers at the polls in Dover on that day, in order to 
presenre the public peace, and^o insure a quiet election 7 

Aiifiwer. No, sir ; not the slightest necessity. 

Question. Did there appear to be much intimidation among the 
TOters at the polls on that day, and if so, what political party 
seemed to be most intimidated ? 

. Answer. In my opinion, there was intimidation that day 
on the part of the Democratic voters. 

Question. Do you think that intimidation was sufficient to make 
a difference in the result of the vote on that day — and if so, to what 
extent ? 

Answer. I think it did make a difference in the result of 
the vote and in favor of the Eepublican party. I oann^ say 
to what extent. 

Question. Have you not been an active Democrat for a number of 

i rears, and in the confidence of the Democratic party, knowing all 
ts principal plans and operations in conducting campaigns ? ■ 

Answer, Generally speaking, I have, I believe, sir. 

Question. Did yon ever hear of a purpose, or an intention, or a 
desire, on the part of any Democrat, to interfere with the polls at 
the last election, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. No, sir. There seemed to be a strong desire, on 
ihe contrary, that everything should pass off peaceably and 
quietly, 

Quesdon. If there had been such a purpose or intention, do you 
not think that you would have known it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I took the trouble to inquire and to 
ascertain if any such desire was entertained by any member of 
the Democratic party, so that I might prevent it with what 
Utile influence I possessed. 

. Question. What Induced you to make those inquiries — was it 
from the report circulating through the Union or Republican party 1 

Answer. The reason that I made the inquiries was, that if 
there was any desire exhibited on die part of the Democratic 
party to disturb the public peace on the election day, it would 
give the leaders of the ij^publican party a pretext for bringing 
troops here on the election day, of whibh X had heard flyinig 
roxnors for some time. 

Questioa. Uiad^ whose eommtand were the soldiers at tiie poBs 
tliat^jT WhowiitherroTOitManhei? 
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Answer. I do not know of my own knowledge, but 1 
understood that Napoleon B. Knight was Provost Marshal 
for the town, and, of conrse, the troops were under his com- 
mand. 

Question. Was it under the command of Napoleon B. Knight 
that the several charges were made that daj upon the voters at the 
poUs? 

Answer. I do not know, sir. I do not know bj whose 
order the charges were made. 

Question. Who is Napoleon B. Knight, and to what political 
party does he belong ? 

Answer. He is said to be a Major in the Delaware Cavalry, 
and a very short time before the election joined the Eepublican 
party. 

Question. Do you know anything else bearing upon the subject 
df thU investigation — if so, please state it J 

Answer. I was particularly struck, on the election day, with 
the remarkable good order observed by the residents and 
voters of East Dover Hundred. The most troublesome and 
disorderly men in the town on that day, were men dressed in 
the uniform of United States soldiers, and said to belong to 
the Fourth Delaware Eegiment. They seemed to be nearly 
aU drunk, cursing and swearing, and threatening almost every 
one they met. They made frequent attacks upon the peace- 
able citizens of the place, and not the slightest effort was made, 
that I could see, to keep them in order by the Maryland Home 
Guards who were in the town that day. One case, in particu- 
lar, came under my own immediate notice* A man came run- 
ning near me, on the Court House pavement, pursued by an^ 
other dressed in the uniform of a soldier. The man who first 
came near me, seemed very much frightened, while the soldier 
was. curbing and swearing. I stepped in front of the soldier, 
and asked him what he meant by pursuing that man? He 
s^id he wanted to kill the damned secessionist. . I asked him 
if he knew the man was a secessionist. He said " No, And he did 
not care." I believe I only recollect seeing one ma,n who lives in 
East Dover Hundred, and who belongs to the Democratic party, 
and who was drunk and at all troublesome, and he was soon 
carried off. I saw, at another tiine, several of these men ■ dress- 
ed in United States uniform, beating Draper Yobhell most in* 
humanly, and no effort was made by the Maryland Horoe 
Guards to stop it. At another time, I saw Hobert MitchcfU; ah 
old man, said to be between eighty and ninety years of age, 
lying on the pavement of the County Btiildiiig under the fi^et 
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those Maryland Home Guards, apparently very much hurt, ana 
mnable to get up. In my opinion, if these men were sent here 
on election day to prevent disturbance and preserve the public 
peace, they utterly failed in doing it. I think that if they had 
kept these drunken soldiers in order, our own civil ojBBLcera 
would not have been called upon to preserve order among the 
residents of this Hundred, because their interference would 
not have been needed. 

Qnestipn. Was there any person besides yourself that received 
any bodily harm daring any of the charges ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. Eobert Mitchel, whom I have already 
named, William M. Jester and James A. Clifton. 

Question. Were they in any manner disturbing the public peace ? 

Answer. I did not see them when they were struck. I was 
not, myself, when I was struck. 

H. ElDGELT. 

The examination of Isaac Giles was resumed, he bein^ 
recalled. 

By Mr. Cahall. 

Question. When you were before the Committee last you spoke 
of sereral illegal votes having been cast in your hundred: Can yon 
niEime any other illegal votes cast in that hundred ; and if so, state 
the circumstances under vrhich, and in favor of whait political party 
they were cast, and all you know in reference to the matter. 

Answer. There were two votes in addition to those I have 

before named that I have no doubt were illegal. Gne of them 

/as by a man by the name of Luther Legat, who had formerly 

. '^. a resident of the Hundred, but some six or eight months 

*j3l 3 the election, having shot a man by the name of Aaron! 

vrdy, absconded from the State and lived with his concubine 

i Maryland. This proof was offered at the window^ but the 

4j..^t)tain of the company (Watkins) commanded the Inspector 

to swear the voter as to his residence, and take his vote.. He' 

did so. The other voter alluded to — ^his name was Machelbn 

fialph — after the death of his mother moved into Maryland with 

his bed and other chattels, and resided with his. brother, he 

being unmarried and much afflicted. But some two or three 

months before the election he had returned to Delaware; 

leaving his bed and other 'bhattels in Maryland; and resided 

with his brother-in-law. His vote was offered, and objected 

to by myself as one of the Judges. The Captain, after hearing 

the ease, oommanded the Inspector to swear him ad to his resi- 

dencfe, and receive his rote. The voter being a man of a Very 
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weak mind, took tbe oath and voted. The Englishman b; 
ihe name of Davis, before alluded to by mjrself, of whom I hi 
demanded his naturalization papers or proof thereof, I have 
sinee ascertained had no naturalization papers and was not 
naturalized All three of these men voted with the BepubU- 
canpartj. 

Isaac Gilbs. 

William M. Jestkb, sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Cahall: 

Qaestion. Where did you. vote at the la^t general election 7 

Answer. In Dover, Delaware. 

Qaestion. Did yon see anythiDg annsYial, and different from what 
you had ever seen before, connected with the voting that day, and 
if so, state what it was ? 

Answer. I did. On the morning of the election there were 
armed soldiers in town, said to have come from Salisbury, 
Maryland, called Home Guards of Maryland. They were 
formed in line early in the morning on the south side of the 
green, in front of Nathaniel B. Smithers's office. 

Question. Did those soldiers offer intimidation to the voters-^ 
and if so, state the manner in which that intimidation was offered f 

Answer. I do not kn6w that they attempted to prevent any 
person from voting, but there was. intimidation among the De* 
mocratic partv, and a great deal of complaint on account of its 
being unusual and, as they considered, unnecessary. I do not 
know under whose command they were, myselC I saw them 
make a charge, in the afternoon, across the pavement in front 
of the polls, in which they struck me, standing on the pave- 
ment near the polls, and injured me very seriously. .1 wag 
confined about six weeks — there were eight weeks during 
which I could not attend to business — attended by Dr. 
Saulsbury. James A. Clifton was struck, while standmg at 
my side, in the same charge. While I was lying on my 
back, one of the soldiers thrust a bayonet at me, and was seen 
by John Penington and others. I saw the gun, with the 
bayonet on it, at my side as I lay on my back. They kicked 
my hat and wig off into the middle of uie road. 

Qaestion. What were you and Mr. Clifton doing at the time 
you were struck i 

Answer. We were standing near the polls when the charge 
was made, I with my back to tfao soldiers;, and 4id not see them 
watil they were within a &w feot of my badk.with (heur 
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bayonets. I had no ohanoe to escape th&a. There was a lit&e 
disturbance created by the men of the Fourth Delaware 
Begiment. I was standing looking at this affair, talking to 
nobody, when they made the charge and struck me. 

Qaestion. Was there anj distvrbance of any kind which weald 
have rendered a charge neeessarj upon the Toters that daj t 

Answer. Kone at all ; and had it not been for the soldiers, 
we should have had as peaceable an election as we ever had, 
in my judgment. I say so, because, at the little election, we 
had not a particle of disturbance. 

Qaestion. Was it generally nnderstood that the soldiers present 
that daj were in confidence with the Repablican party, and not in 
confidence with the Democratic party, and was their presence con- 
sidered to promote the one and injare the other 7 

Answer. That was the general opinion, and also my own 
opinion. And my reasons for that opinion, on my own part, 
were these : I conversed with Mr. Charles B. Day, early in the 
morning, in reference to the soldiers' being here, and asked 
him what they were here for. He did not answer me. I told 
him I was afraid they had come to interfere with the election. 
He said not at all, that we would have as quiet and as full aii 
Section aB we had ever had. 

Qaestion. Who were the disorderly people in the town of Dover 
that day, so far as yoa had an opportunity of judging from obser« 
Tation f 

Answer. The soldiers who were called " Fourth Delaware" 
soldiers. They behaved very badly. They created the dis* 
turbance, on account of which the charge was made when I 
was injured. 

Qoestion. DO yoa know whether there was any effort made by 
the Maryland Home Guards to keep the men of the Fourth Dela* 
ware Begiment, who were present on this occasion, in order, andl 
prevent the disturbing the public peace J 

Answer. I do not think there was. But I believe they 
were both colleagued to do violence — ^both the Maryland 
Home Guards and the men of the Fourth Delaware Begiment. 

Qoestion. Did Mr. Day give any reason, or state by what 
•athority the Maryland Home Oaards were brought here 1 

Answer. He did not. I asked him why, and by whom, and 
for what purpose they were brought here. I told him I was. 
afraid they nad come to interfere with the election. His 
answer was : " Not a bit of it ; you will have as p^aoeaUe and 
aa foil an electian as you have ever had." He did Bot muma 
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my question directly; but I ijLferrod from his conduct that he 
knew at whose solicitation they were brought. 

Question. Aboat how many Maryland Home Guards do yon 
suppose thene were here that day ? 

Answer, I would suppose about forty or forty-five. 

Question. Do you, in your judgment, belieye that the presence 
of the soldiers at the polls that day had an influence upon the result 
of the election — and if so, in favor of what political party ? 

Answer^ K it had an influence, and I think it had, it was 
in favor of the Union or Eepublican party. 

Question. Was it because the energies of many of the working 
men of HhQ Democratic party were impeded and embarrassed so as 
to induce them to do less for the party on that day than they other- 
wise would have done ? 

Answer. Yes, I think it was; the working men of the 
party were intimidated. As to my part, I thought I was like 
a man who was stealing what belonged to him. I felt justified 
in doing so. 

Question. Who is Mr. Day ? 

Answer. He is a lawyer of thig town, and an active poli- 
tician. I believe, at this time, an officer under the General 
Government, and a law-partner of Mr. Fisher, who was a can- 
didate for Eepresentative in Congress at the last election. I 
would say, in addition to what I have said, in reference to my 
position m reference to the disturbance which was the pretext 
for the charge of soldiers in which I was hurt, that I was 
standing on the State House pavement near the polls, while 
the disturbance happened on the other side of the County road, 
on the pavement of the County Building, some sixty feet from 
me. * 

W.M. Jestbb, 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 7 o'clock this evening. 



Same Day, 7 o^clock P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — ^Messrs. Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs;, William^ 
Waples, and Horsey. 
Je9SE P. COKAWA.Y, sworn and exai^ined, 
:. By Mr. Cahall: " 

Question. Where did you vote on the day of the last general 
iteetim? 
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' Answer. In TTanticoke Hundred, at Coverdale's Cross 
Boads. 

•Question. Were you Prorost Marshal at the polls on that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

^ Question. Were you commissioned — and if so, from whom did 
you receive your commission ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I received it ftom General Wool, I 
believe. 

Question. By whom, and when waff that commission delivered to 
you ? 

Answer. On Moiudaj morning, I think, by Mr. William L. 
Cannon, ,the son of Governor Camion, and Mr. Wadman. 

Question. Have you that commission with you ? 

Answer. No, &ir. 

Question. Did yoa receive any other communication with that 
commission ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I did receive a paper, at Seaford, from 
General Wool. 

Question. Have you that paper with you ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Can you recollect its contents ? 

Answer. I could not* 

Question. Do you recollect mpon what subject it was bearing? 

Answer. I could not answer. 

Question. Had you any soldiers under your eormmand at Cover- 
dale's Cross Koads that day t 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were about twenty under my com- 
mand. I do not know where they were from. They were de- 
livered to me ©n the election ground on Tuesday morning by a 
young gentTeman by the marne of Willy, who came with them* 

Question. What did you do with those soldiers while under your 
command at the polls ? 

Answer. I did nothing. I appointed two men, one of each 
party, at the window, and also at the gate. Josiah Marvel was 
one, S. A. Lamibden was the ©thep. Thejr were there to keep 
the pease. 

J. P. CONAWAY. 

NoBLB Con AWAY, swonv and examined, 

ByMr.Cahall: 
Question. Wheca did yon Tota at tka last general election t 
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Answer. At Goverdale's Groes Boads, in Nantioake Hun- 
dred. 

Qnestion. Did 701 see anything unosnal, and different from what 
yon had ever seen before at the polls — it so, state what it waa t 

Answer. I saw some soldiers there, something which f 
never saw before at the polls. 

Question. Will you please to state their position in referenoe to 
Che polls ? 

Answer. Two stood at the gate ; one on each side of it 
There were two on horseback inside of the yard. There were 
two gates, one where we went in to vote, and another where 
we came out. There was apother walking up and down the 
yard all the time. He was said to be Lieutenant. I did not 
know. 

Qaestion. Were those soldiers armed ? 

Answer. They had their swords. I do not know whether 
they had pistols or not. They were cavalry. 

Qaestion. Do yon know by whose order those soldiers were 
placed there ? 

Answer. They were under the control of Jesse P. ConawBy. 
He and the Lieutenant agreed they should not be around the 
yard or gate. Isaac Fisher let them know that the soldiers 
should be put there ; that they were sent there for that pur- 
pose. As well as I recollect, Isaac iFisher said to Mr. Conaway, 
the Provost Marshal : " Those soldiers were sent here for that 

!)urpose, and if you do not put them there, I will make you 
00k out." 

Question. Who is Isaac Fisher, and to what political party does 
he belong ? 

Answer. He used to belong to the Whig party, and two 
years ago last fell, he was a Lincoln man, and what party he 
belongs to now, I do not know. I rather suppose he belongs 
to the Kepublican partjr. 

Question. Is he an actiye and violent politician ? 

Answer^ He does all he can. 

Qaestion. Did the presence of the soldiers at the polls jpirodoce 
much embarrassment on the part of imy of the Voters ? 

Answer. I should think it did. It did so much that some 
would not go to the polls, and some, after they went, would not 
vote. 

Qa^^stionv ¥0 what political party did those persons belong who 
Were induced to go away without voting 1 

Answer. %o ihe Demoomlio paitgr* 
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QaestioB. Do yon consider th«t th^ presefice of the toMierg at 
fhe polls that day affected the result of tixe YOte 7 

Answer. Yes,«ir; I should think it did. Their presence 
injured the Democratic partj^ I do not know that it injured 
tiie Bepublican par^. 

His 
NOBLK X CONAWAT. 

Attest: John O. Slay. 



Minos Conat^at sworn and examined 
ByMr. Oahall: 

QaestioD. Where did yon vote at the last general election J 

Answer. At Ooverdale's Cross-Eoads, in Nanticoke Hun- 
dred> Sussex County. 

Question. Did von see anything unnsnal, and different from what 
you had ever seen before at the poUs^— if so, state what it was 7 

Answer. I saw cavalry, equipped, and armed with swords 
And pistols, guarding the polls. 

Question. Do you know at whose solicitation those soldiers were 
brought there and placed at the polls ? 

Answer. I heard Nathaniel Gonaway say that he and seva- 
nl other gentlemen, yiz: William Ellegood, Jacob Moore, 
Judge Layton and Jesse P. Gonaway, signed a petition to have 
them brought into the State of Delaware. 

Question. Do yon know to whom they petitioned ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know when it was they signed the petition ? 

Answer. He told me that they signed the petition the day 
after the little election. 

Question. Did you understand for tfhat purpose they petitioned 
for soldiers to be brought into the State, and to be hete on the day 
of the general election i 

Answer. I understood it was to oaxty the electioii for the 
Eepublican party. 

Question. Did you hettlr Nathaniel Conaway exf^resfil himself ih 
regard to the soldiers^ and fbr what purpose they were to foe 
brought ? 

• Answer . Mr. Conaway told me, " They ai*e to keep the 
Democrats at a distancci" 

Questicm. Did the presence of the soldiei^s at the polls on that 
dajT produce much intimidaUon ? 

Answer* . I ishoold thinkit did* 
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. Qcrestfon, Was that intimidation so great as to prodoee sn effect 
upon the result of the rote-^nd if so, in favor of what party ? 

Answer. It did. J" should think in fiivor of the Kepubli- 
can party. 

Question. Who is Nathaniel Conawaj, and to what politieal 
party does he belong J 

Answer. He belongs to the so-called Republican party. He 
was formerly 'Squire of Nanticoke Hundred. 

Question. Is he an active and violent partizan 7 . 

Answer. I should think he was. 

Question. Do you know to what political party those persons 
you have named, as having petitioned for soldiers to be brought 
into this State, belonged ? 

Answer.. Ta the so-called Republican party. 

Question. Do you know whether they are active and violent 
politicians ? 

Answer. I sho«;ld think they were. 

Question. Db yofi know anything else connected with the subject 
of the soldiers being at the polls in Nanticoke Hundred 6n that day 
— 4f so, please state what it was i 

Answer. I saw a gentleman pert out of the yard and pro- 
hibited from voting. I cannot say to whadrparty.he belonged. 
He was put out by the soldiers, at the command of the Pro- 
vost Marshal. I do not know the cause. 

Mllf OS CONAWAT. 

JosiAH P. Marvel,, sworiu and' examined. 

ByMr. Cahall: 

Question. Where did you rcie oo th& day of the Sast general 
dection? 

Answer. In I^Bticoke Hundred; at Coverdale's Croas- 
Bbads. 

Question. Do you know anything in refercnee to so}diers b^ing 
at the p(}lls on that day — if so, please state what it was J 

Answer. On arriviB^ at the election,^ on election- morning, 
we found about twenty cavalry, I suppose^ Mrmed with swor£i 
and pistols. 

Mr. Cahall. Please state their positiRMi in referetice to the 
polls. 

Answer. On opening the polls*, the Lieirtenant ordered. the 
uray cleared ; one or two cavalrymen rode inside of the jta^ 
and remained on. their horses^ with drawiL swords ; a couple a£ 
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soldiers were at the gate, with their swords crossed, through 
which the voters had to pass. Other soldiers were behind the 
crowd in the road. 

Question. Did their presence create much intimidation among 
the voters that day f 

Answer. Several of the active, prominent Democrats wefe 
verj much frighteAed, and took very little part in the election, 
while the Republicans appeared to have things pretty much 
their own way. 

Question. Do you know of any person so intimidated fchat day 
by the presence of the soldiers that he went away without voting, 
or any one who was taken away by the soldiers ? 

Answer. Peter Hitchins was put out of the yard because 
they thought he was going to vote the Democratic ticket, as I 
thought This was the way it originated. He was then offered 
something less than five minutes, I think, to vote which way 
he pleased. Whereupon he left the yard, and in a few minutes 
returned to vote, and was then put out of the yard by the sol- 
diers, at the command of the Lieutenant, I think. Mr. Hitchins 
voted the Democratic ticket at the little election. 

Question. Was it generally understood that the soldiers were 
present at the polls for the benefit of the Republican party, and for 
the injury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. I believe it was. 

Question. Was that the effect the soldiers had ? 

Answer. Mr, Jesse P. Conaway, the Provost Marshal, and 
the Lieutenant, acted very honorably and impartially, I believe ; 
but the leading Republicans were very overbearing, and used 
such language and threats as to intimidate a great many of the 
Democrats, which produced quite a different result in the elec- 
tion from what it would have been if we could have voted as 
we had been accustomed to vote. I think the difference 
would have been twenty votes to the Democratic party, if there 
had been no soldiers. 

Question. Do you not consider that you would hare had as 
peaceable an election, if not more so, without the soldiers than you 
had with them ? 

Answer. I do not know that we would. I think it wi)uld 
have been about the same. 

Question. Ton have been an active Democrat for a number of 
years, did you ever hear of a purpose or design on the part of any 
Democrat to interfere with the polls, so as to prevent a fair 
election ? 

N 
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Answer. I have not. 



Question. Do you know of any one who was arrested on that day 
because he voted a Democratic ticket ? 

Answer. Henry Smith told me that some of the leading 
Eepublicans promised to release him from the army if he 
would vote a Eepublican ticket* He voteld a Dem<x;ratic 
ticket. A Republican went up with him, thinking he would 
vote a Republican ticket, but hd voted a Democratic ticket, 
whereupon he was imtnediately arrested by the cavalrymen. 

Question. Do you know anything else bearing upon this subject 
-^if so, please state whut it is ? 

Answer, At Charles Jones' store, about a week before the 
election, Jacob Moore took me out at one side, and said: " tVell, 
Josiah, what are you going to do with us at this election." 
Said I : "I think the Democrats will giVe a majority ; what do 
you think will be the result ?" Said he: " We will beat you 
200 ; and if one thing occurs, which I think will, we shall beat 
you 500." I considered that bearing on or having reference to 
military interference. 

Question. Who is Jacob Moore, and to what political party 
does he belong ? 

Answeri He is a lawyer in Georgetown, and belongs to the 
Republican party. 

By Mr» Williams : 

Question. What led yot to infer that Mr. Moore had reference 
to the military > 

Answer. I had heard rumors and reports that they 
would have military at the polls. 

JOSIAH P. MaBVEL. 

On Inotion, 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 
<yclock. 



Thursday, February 19, 1868, 10 o'clock, A, M* 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. ' 
Sresent — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, Williams^ 
and Waples. 

Samuel W. Fisheb, sworn and examined* 

ByMr.Cahall: 
Question. Where do you reside 1 



Answer. In Nanticoke Hundred, in Sussex County. 
Question. Were yoiL present at the polls on the 4th daj^ of 
November last, at the general election, and did yon vote ? 

• Answer. I was, sir ; and did vote. 

Question. Did you see anything unusual, and different from what 
you had ever seen before at the polls f 

Answer. I did, sir. There were cavalry there. I do not 
know where they were from. They stood at two small gates- 
two soldiers on horseback at a gate, with drawn swords. They 
did not admit more than one at a time through the gate that I 
know of. Their swords were crossed in front of me as I at- 
tempted to enter. 

Question. Did you see any violence offered to any citizen by 
the soldiers on that day ? 

Answer. I did, sir. One man— Peter Hitchins, he called 
himself — ^was thrown out of the yard by them. He went in 
again, and was thrown out the second time. He did not get 
to vote that I know of. I do not know to what political party 
Mr. Hitchins belonged — he claimed to be a Democrat in their 
presence. I do not know that that v^as the cause of his being 
thrown out, I think it was not. 

Question. Was there much intimidation on the part of any cflT 
the voters there that day in consequence of the presence of 
soldiers ? 

Answer. There seemed to be considerable. 

Question. Was that intimidation sufficient to change the result 
of the election to any considerable extent ; and if so, in favor of 
what political party ? 

Answer. I think it was, to some extent, in favor of the 
Eepublican party. The working men of the Democratic 
party were not aware of the soldiers being there, therefore 
were much surprised, and thought they would be partial to the 
Eepublican party. From that feet, they were discouraged, and 
did not work for some considerable time — some of them ex- 
pressing themselves that it was of no use, that it was a gone 
thing with us. And that is why we lost considerable, as I 
tbink. 

Question. So far as you were capable of judging, did the soldiers 
act in concert with any party ; and if so, with what party ? * 

Answer. In my judgment, they did ; in concert with the 
Eepublican party. 

Question. Do you, in your judgment, believe that tj^ere was any 
necessity for the presence of soldiers at the po.lU on that day, 19 
ofd^f to preserve the public peaiSe f 
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Answer. I do nok 

Question. Do you know any thing else bearing upon this subject 
of investigation ; if so, please state what it was. 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Was it not the interest, as well as the desire, of the 
Democratic party, to have a peaceable election on that day ? 

Answer. It was, sir. 

Question. Was it not the expectation, and was it not your 
opinion, that the Democratic majority would have been considerably 
more than it was, provided you had had a peaceable election, and 
no interference on the part of the military ? 

Answer. It is my opinion that we should have had a con- 
siderably larger majority, probably from ten to fifteen more in 
our Hundred!. 

Samuel C. Fisher. 



The examination of Jesse P. Coxa way was resumed. 

By Mr. Cahall : 

Question. You have stated, in the former part of your testimony,^ 
that you were commissioned as Provost Marshal for Nantieoke 
Hundred, I ask you if, in your judgment, you believe^there was any 
necessity for the presence of soldiers at the polls on that day, iu 
order to preserve the public peace, and secure a fair election ? 

Answer. I heard some of the other men say they were 
going to stand at the window with their pistols. But what 
their meaning was I could not answer. 

Question. Do you not think that the civil authorities would 
bare attained that object much better than the soldiers ? 

Answer. I could not say, positively. 
By Mr. Saulsbury. 

Question. Do you, or do you not believe, from your knowledge 
of the people of the hundred, and from your presence at the polls 
on the 4th of November last, that there was a necessity for the 
presence of the military at the polls to preserve the public peace t 

Answer. I did not see any necessity myself. In my judg- 
ment, I could not see any necessity. 
By Mr. "Williams. 

Question. ' Who were the men who threatened to stand at the 
polls with their pistols f 

Answer. Manlove D. Hill said, " I am going to stand at 
the window." He did not say anything about a pistol. Wil- 
liam E. Fleetwood said, ''I am going to take my pistol and j^o 



to tlie window,^ but lie did not say wliat lie was going to do 
\rith* it. He did not say ke was going to carry the pistol in 
his( hand. 

By Mr. Cahall: 
Qnestion. From your kcquaiiitance with Mr, Fleetwood, and his 
general character, do you believe that he had any serious intentions 
of preventing a fair election on that day ? 

Answer. I do not know whether that was his intention or 
not. I should not suppose that he wanted to injure anybody. 
He is a man who, like other persons, talks a great deal in fun, 

J, P, CONAWAY. 

The examination of Miisios Oonaway was resumed, 

vBy Mr. Cahall: 

Question. You iiave spoken, in a former part of your testimony, 
of knowing or hearing of certain persons in Sussex County petition- 
ing for soldiers to be sent into this State, to be present at the polls 
on the 4th day of November last. Did you heai any one of those 
gentlemen express himself in relation to that subject, prior to the 
general election, and if so, please state what it was ? 

Answer. I heard Judge Layton remark in conversation, 
the next morning after the little election, that the Eepublican 
party had been beaten at the little election, and that the Demo- 
crats had a majority of the Inspectors, and that the Eepubli- 
can party must have some force to carry the election, or else 
the Eepublican party would be beaten more at the general 
election. 

Question. Did he (Judge Layton) say that he believed that 
there had not been a fair election at the little election, and that it 
would be necessary to resort to any extraneous means at the general 
election, in order to secure a fair election ? 

Answer. He did not. He gave no reason further than that 
they were beaten. I would say further that he thought he 
was talking to a Eepublican, when he was talking to me — I 
having been introduced to him by a Eepublican friend of his. 
The Judge was left in the dark as to my politics. The conver- 
sation then ended. 

Question. Did you hear any expression of regret from any gen- 
tleman after the result of the voting was announced at the general 
election, belonging to the Republican party, that if they had known 
that the contept would have been so close, how easily they might 
have produced a different result ; if so, state who it was, and what 
the coQYersation was,' as nearly as you can reeoUect ? 
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Answer. I heard Mr. S. A. Lambden say, " if we had only 
known the contest would have been so close, how easily Wfi 
could have carried the election." 

Question. Did you infer from that conversation how he meant 
that they could have carried the election ? 

Answer. I presumed from the tenor of the conversation, 
that he meant by a military force. 

Question. To what political party does S. A. Lambden belong ? 
Answer. To the so-called Eepublican party. 

Minos Ookaway. 
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Aaron B. Marvel, sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Cahall : 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. I resided in Dagsborough Hundred on the day of 
the last election. 

Question. Were you present at the polls in that hundred on 
that day, and did you vote ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Was there anything unusual or different from what 
you had ever seen before at the polls on the day of the general 
election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. There was a lot of soldiers there — ^they 
had possession of a store-house. They kept a guard before the 
door, two soldiers walking up and down. I think they said 
there were forty. The two who kept guard were armed with 
muskets or rifles, with bayonets, and then there was a number 
of them mingling in the crowd of voters, armed with bayonets. 

Question. So far as you were capable of judging, from obser- 
vation, were these soldiers in confidence with any political party, 
and acting in concert with them, in order to influence the voters at 
the poUa ? 

Answer. YeS) sir, they were in concert with the so-called 
Bepublican party. 

Question. Did you understand where these soldiers came tcov\ 
and under whose oommand they were^ on that day ? 

Answer. I understood, I think, they came from Seaford, 
and that they were a part of the soldier's under Gen. Wool — 
they may have been the Maiyland Home Guards. At all 
events they were not citizens of our own State. While at the 
polls they were under the direction of Nathaniel H. Phillips^ 
the Provoat Mayah^^ ^ hq himself told, me. 
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QoestioD. Whb is Natfaai&iel H. Phillips ; and to what political 
partj does he belong ? 

Answer. He belongs to the Eepublican party. 

Question. Is he an active and violent politician f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qu^tion. Did the presence of the soldiers prodnce much intimi* 
dation among any class of voters at the polls on that day ; if so, 
state to what political party they belonged ? 

Answer. I think they did produce intimidation among the 
Democratic voters. 

Question. Was that intimidation sufficient to produce a marked 
difference in the result of the vote on that day, and if so, in your 
judgment, to what amount and in favor of what party ? 

Answer. I think it did^ to the amount of forty or fifty ' 
votes in that hundred, in favor of the Eepublican party. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of soldiers at the polls on that day, in order to preserve the 
public peace and secure a fair election ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. You have been a Democrat for a good many years, 
and in confidence with the Democratic party, knowing all its plans 
and purposes in conducting political campaigns. I will ask you if 
you ever heard of a purpose or design on the part of any Democrat 
to interfere with the polls at the last general election, so as to pre- 
vent a fair election ? 

Answer. I have always been a Democrat, and I never heard 
of any such intention or design — rieverk 

Question. If there had been such a design entertained, do you 
not believe that you would have been cognizant of that fact ? 

Answer. I think it is very certain that I should. 

Question. Was there any person arrested or intimidated in your 
hundred on that day, so as to prevent him from expressing his senti- 
ment at the ballot-box ? 

Answer. I think there were some persons arrested. There 
was a wagon' with a number of voters, about eight or ten, who 
were arrested by the soldiers as soon as they drove up. Part 
of those voters jumped* out of the wagon, and three of them 
were arrested and put in the soldier's headquarters, and kept 
there until the afternoon. The men arrested were Benjamin 
Boach, William N. Bailey, and Joseph Fisher. We then, by 
isplicitation, got them released and they voted. The charge 
against them was that they carried in the wagon what the sol- 
dier's called a secession flag. I will state that the flag was one 
used during the campaign of President Polk's election. One 
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of the voters became so mucli frightened that he went home, 
and we had to send to his home after him to come and votei 
which he did. 

Question. Were yon a candidate, on the Democratic tickety at 
the last general election — and if so, for what office ? 

Answer. I was — ^for the office of Sheriff for Sussex County. 
Qoestion. Were you elected — and if so, by what majority f 
Answer. I was, by twenty-one majority^ 
Question. Did you consider that the free and honest expression 
of the people of your County ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. What do you consider would have been your majority, 
could the Toters have had free and uninterrupted access to the polls ? 

Answer. I do not think it would have been less than three 
hundred in the county. 

Question. Do you consider this difference was caused by the 
soldiers acting partially and in concert with the Republican party f 

Answer. I do. 

Question. As a candidate on the Democratic ticket for Sheriff, 
did you not thoroughly canvass your County during the last cam- 
paign ? 

Answer. I did, pretty welL 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Was it not the calculation of all the leading Demo- 
crats in the County, prevfous to the election, and was it not also 
your own opinion that, if there was no interference by the military, 
the Democrats would carry the County by the large majority ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. Was it not, therefore, the interest, as well as the 
desire of the Democrats, that the election should be a peaceable and 
fair one ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. From your knowledge of the people of your County, 
and their temper previous to the last campaign, did you believe 
there was the slightest necessity for the presence of the military in 
any part of your County to preserve the public peace on the election 
day? 

Answer. None whatever, in my opinion, 

Aabon B. Mabvel. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 8 o'clock, P. M, 
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Same Day> 8 o^clock P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Cahall, Hitch, Williams, Waples, Horsey, 
Stubbs and Slay. 

The Chairman not being present. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

Mr. Cahall was appointed Chairman, pro tern. 

Joseph Marvel, sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Cahall: 

Question. Where were you on the 4th day of November last ? 

Answer. I left my home for the election ground, in Dags- 
borough Hundred, I suppose, about 9 o'clock in the morning. 

Question. When you arrived there, did you^ee anything un- 
usual, or different from what you had ever seen tl^e before ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. We arrived, about fourteen of us, in a 
wagon. We saw about forty soldiers there. They had bayo- 
nets in their hands. We had not got within 125 yards of the 
place where they deposit the votes, when the soldiers came 
running at us in two lines. They said to us : '* Give up the 
wagon and flag I" We did so. We had no contention. The 
bovs handed the flag right out to them. A number of them. 
I do not know how many, jumped on it, and stripped it from 
the pole ; some of the others caught hold of our mules hitched 
to the wagon, some others caught hold of four of our men and 
took them down to the place near where we voted, their head-, 
quarters, I suppose, and put them in there. After they put 
our men in there, they went in and loaded their guns. I saw 
one of them walking in the crowd, having his gun, with a cap 
on it, already cocked and ready for shooting. I did not know 
what he was going to do. I slipped up and voted in a hurry, 
I believe some of our party ran clear home. One of them ran,' 
or walked, about six miles, I believe. Another ran about two 
miles, so they said. People kept coming to me, and telling 
me that I was the owner of the wagon, and had better leave. 
I then went to Georgetown and remained all night and until 
9 o'clock next morning. I thought if I went home, they might 
come there after me and get me, and it would make a big fuss* 

Question. Did those men in the wagon leave without voting ? 

Answer, I do not know whether they voted or not. 

Question. Did you learn the cause which induced the soldiers to 
attack your wagon and arrest the men ? 

Answer. I have heard causes, but I do not know whether 
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they were so or not. The soldiers said we had a secesh flag. 
Jacob Moore helped to <x)iitribute money for the flag ; also, 
myself and the present Sheriff, Aaron B. Marvel It was made 
six years ago and more. Jacob Moore is a lawyer in George- 
town, and at that time belonged to the Democratic party. Me 
now belongs to what some call the Bepublican party. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Question. What kind of a flag was it ? 

Answer. It was a red, white and bine flag. There was but 
one star — it had faded. 

Question. Was that flag, when it was made, intended for an 
American flag ? 

Answer. It was intended for that purpose, and nothing 
else. So considered by us all. The soldiers, when they at- 
tacked the wagf n, jobbed their bayonets at the boys' feet,, 
they said. They stuck them into the wagon. 
By Mr. Cahall: 

Question. Did you learn from whence those soldiers came ? 

Answer. They were there when we got there. I do not 
know what time they came. I do not know where they were 
from — ^people said they were from Seaford. 

Question. Did they produce much intimidation ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; it was a new thing with us. The 
Democratic party were intimidated. The Eepublican party 
seemed to be very well pleased. They laughed at me about it, 
anyhow ? 

Question. How long did you remain at the polls f 

Answer. I guess I did not stay mpre than two hours. 

Question. Did you leave because you were intimidated by the 
soldiers ? 

Answer. Yes, sir, 

Joseph Maevbl. 

Jacob M. Hill, affirmed and examined. 
By Mr. Cahall: 

Question- Where do you reside ? 

Answer. In Dover, Kent County. 

Question. Where were you on the 4th day of last November ? 
. Answer. I was in and about the polls. 

Question. Were you the Deputy Sheriff of Kent County at that 
time ? 



Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. Did yoa witness the presence of soldiers about tli9 
polls on that day ? 

Answer. There was a squad of soldiers, said to be part of 
the Maryland Home Guards, Colonel Wallace, marched up 
in front of Nathaniel B. Smithers' oflSce, there they stacked 
their arms. Some time during the day, there was some con- 
tention near the polls about a voter. I think his name was 
Chapman. I was stanijing near the State House steps. I saw 
there was a rush through the crowd, and at the head of that 
posse, I observed George P. Fisher. He came up, parting the 
crowd, and shoved some man— I do not know who he was — 
against me, and knocked me down on the steps of the State 
House. He was followed by five or six soldiers, with side 
arms, belonging to the Fourth Delaware. Immediately after- 
wards, there was a fight commenced outside St the crowd. I 
immediately ran out, and commanded the peace. In getting 
through the crowd to where the fight was, I found some four 
or five of the Fourth Delaware beating a man who, I think, 
was Captain Benn. I pulled the soldiers away from him after 
some contention. I think, in the course of two minutes, there 
was a charge made by the soldiers, with fixed bayonets, right 
through the crow4 in front of the State House. 

Question. Did the soldiers, on that day, act in concert with yon 
as a civil officer in preserving the public peace ? 

Answer^ No, sir; altogether to the contrary. Several 
times they took hold of me, and told me if I did not desist, they 
would lick me. Whereupon I said to them : " Pitch in, I 
shall endeavor to keep the peace as long as I am able to do it " 
Some of them told me that nothing but my gray hairs kept 
them off. I told them, " That need not be any excuse." 

Question. Do you consider that the presence of the soldiers, on 
that day, contributed to the preservation of the public peace, so 9iS 
to secure a fair and quiet election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I think to the contrary. Without their 
presence, there would have been no difiSculty in keeping the 
peace, so far as I know the people, and, I think, I know 
them pretty well. 

Question. Who were the persons creating the most disturbaace 
of the public peace on that day at or near the polls ? 

Answer. The soldiers belonging to the Fourth Ddaware, 
with the exception of one or two drunken men. 

Question. Do you believe that you would have had 1^ 
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difficulty, as a civil officer, in preserviDg the public peace, if the sol* 
diers had not been there f 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I do. 

Qaestion. Was it generally understood, and did yon understand, 
from what you saw and heard, that the soldiers, on that day, were 
in the confidence, and acted in concert with any particular party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; they acted in concert with the Repub- 
lican party. 

Question. What evidence have you of that fact ? 

Answer. I saw Mr. Greorge P. Fisher, the present Repre- 
sentative in Congress, and a candidate at that time for re-elec- 
tion to that ofl&ce, and other prominent members of the Repub- 
lican party mixing with them, And bringing the Fourth 
Delaware men up to the polls to vote. It was understood that 
the other soldiys present were entirely under the control of 
the Republican party. 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers produce much in- 
timidation among any class of voters on that day ? 

Answer. I am not prepared to say — ^not so far as I could 
see. A man, by the name of William Mahle, a Dutchman,' was 
arrested the night before, and carried out to the camp ground 
of the Delaware Cavalry, and detained there until six o'clock 
on the day of the election after the polls had closed. 

Question. Do you know upon what charge he was arrested f 

Answer. I understood that he had a fight with some person 
in a lager beer saloon the night before the election. He was 
very much beaten up himself when I saw him. He has the 
reputation of being a very influential Democrat among his 
associates. 

Question. How long have you been a voter ? 

Answer. I have been a voter since 1819. 

Question. You are in the confidence of Democratic party, 
knowing all its principal plans and operations for conducting 
political campaigns — did you ever hear of a purpose or design on 
the part of any Democrat to interfere with the polls at the last 
general election ? 

Answer. No, sir; so far from that, it appeared to be the 
desire of the party that any man, who was entitled to a vote, 
should have a chance to do so without interruption. 

Jacob M. Hill. 

On motion. 

The Committee adjourned until 9 o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 



208 

Friday, February 20th, 1863—9 o'clock, A. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — ^Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Slay, Williams, and 
Waples. 

CuBTis W* Jacobs, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. The Governor of this State, in giving in his testi- 
mony to this Committee, stated, in substance, that one reason for 
his asking that soldiers should be present at the polls on the day of 
the last general election in this State was, that he had been 
informed, by a number of reliable persons in Baltimore and other 
Hundreds, that a number of Secessionists from Maryland, amounting 
to fifteen or twenty, to be headed by Curtis W. Jacobs, had entered 
into arrangements with the Democrats in Delaware, to take posses- 
sion of the polls in Baltimore Hundred, and prevent Union men 
from voting. I ask you, sir, whether this statement was true, or 
whether there was the shadow of foundation from such a statement f 

Answer. The whole statement, sir, so far as it applies to 
myself, or anyone else of my knowledge, is false in toto ; false 
in its conception, and in all of its details. I never conferred 
with any man in Maryland or Delaware, with the view of doing 
what the Governor of this State has alleged I intended to do. 

Question. Are you not a properti|.holder in Baltimore Hun- 
dred, and well acquainted with the people of that Hundred ? 

Answer. I am, sir. 

Question. Are you not frequently in that Hundred for the pur- 
pose of attending to yonr business there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I average from once to twice every 
week in the year. 

Question. Were you present at the election in that Hundred on 
the 4th of November last — and if so, state for what purpose, and 
all that occurred whil^ there, so far as you were informed ? 

Answer. I was present at the election in Baltimore Hun- 
dred for the purpose of attending to my legitimate business^ 
which had no reference to the election or its result in any 
manner. On the day before the election, I rode up to my farm 
in Cedar Neck, where I had. hands at work, and the next 
morning rode back to the voting place to transact business 
with two men, whom I named to the Provost Marshal and the 
Lieutenant by whom I was arrested. I had scarcely got upon 
the ground, when the Lieutenant told me, " You must leave, 
or you will be arrested." He granted, however, that I could 
sec the two men on business, and take them off the ground. 
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While in that act, the Provost Marshal, Sainnd W. Laocy, 
came up, and told me I should leave at once, or be arrested, 
which I did, in company with the two men aforesaid. When 
at the distance of between 200 and 800 yards from the voting 

Elace, and out of view of it, the Lieutenant, Walters, I thiuK 
is name was, with a number of cavaky, overtook me, and ar- 
rested me. Walters was a Lieutenant of the 13th Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, stationed at Baltimore. This was about ten 
o'clock in the day. I was confined in an old store-house from 
then until until half-past four o'clock in the afternoon. I re- 
quested to know of the Provost Marshal for what I was 
arrested. He gave me no satisfactory answer, but intimated 
at diflferent times in the day that the charges against me were 
quite serious, and that thgre would have to be a thorough in- 
vestigation of my case, when I might possibly be released at 
the close of th# polls, or sent on to General Wool, in Balti- 
more. I asked him to confront me with the witnesses or per- 
sons who had made any charges against me, which he declined. 
I never heard any charge against me up to the time of my ar- 
rest, and had no suspicion that they intended to arrest me ; nor 
do I now know for what I was arrested. 

Qaestion. Did yon see any other person arrested that day, or 
hear the Provost Marshal order the arrest of any person ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I#aw and heard both the order and 
arrest of Captain John James. 

Question. Please to state when and where, and for what he' was 
arrested? 

Answer. He was arrested on the 4th of November last, 
near the voting ground. I heard no cause for his arrest, ex- 
cept that he questioned the authority of Mr. Lacey, the Provost 
Marshall, to arrest me. I was under arrest at the time that 
Captain James was arrested, and on my way back to the voting 
place, in charge of Lieutenant Walters, a number of persons 
in the crowd exclaimed, '' There goes the old rebel. We have 
got the old secessionist at last." " Are you not glad ?" said 
one to another. " We will now have the election ouf own 
way." Others exclaimed, "Put him in the stable, cow-house, 
hog-pen; take him out in the field and shoot him, he is not fit 
to live." I will do the Lieutenant justice to say, that when I 
appealed to him, as his prisoner, to stop such insulting language, 
that he did so. 

Qaestion. Will you please to state at what time, and nnder what 
circhmstances, Captain James and yourself were released ? 

Answer. Captain James, I think> was released about 12 



307 

o'clock in the day« He complaiQed: of being ill himself, and 
had left a sick child at home; and said that he did not know 
Mr. Lacey had any authority to make arrests. Because of that 
statement Mr Lacey released him. 

Qaestion. Did Mr. Lacej administer, or |n'etend to administer 
an oath to Captain James ; if so, please state what it was ? 

Answer, Mr. Lacey told Captain James that he would have 
to take an oath. Captain James told him that he was willing 
to swear to support the Constitution of the United States and 
the laws. Mr. Lacey told him to hold up his right hand (in 
this way) and repeated over certain words, to which Captain 
James assented, and was so released. As near as I can remem- 
ber, the words were, " You, John James, do solemnly swear on 
the Holy Evangels of Almighty God, that you will support 
the Constitution of the United States, and the laws therqcf," and 
if there was any other verbal pledge (for oath I did not con- 
sider it,) I have no recollection of it. 

Question. Did Mr. Lacey propose to administer to jou a simi- 
lar pledge, as a condition of yonr release 7 

Answer. He did sir, at about 4^ o'clock in the afternoon. I 
had told Mr. Lacey during my confinement, that I had at differ- 
ent times sworn to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and the laws thereof, in an official capacity, and had no 
reluctance to do so then, if the oHh were properly adminis- 
tered, but that I could not swear to anything beyond that. He 
then released me in the same manner that he did Captain 
James. 

Question. I ask you whether your object in seeing the persons, 
on business, mentioned in the previous part of ypnr testimony, was 
not to secure a debt from one of them which had been contracted 
a. few days prerious, and to make arrangements with the other in 
reference to a house which he was building for you ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; that was my business ; and one of the 
persons was a very strong, active democrat. 

Question. You have stated that you are well acquainted in 
BaltiAore hundred, and are there once or twice a week for transact- 
ing business. Will you please to state the nature and extent of 
your business 1 

Answer. Agriculture, sir, exclusively — ^such as draining 
and reclaiming waste lands. I own a considerable body of 
land in the Cedar Swamp, of which I have already reclaimed 
enough for several settlements, which are doing well. About 
fifteen hundred acres I purchased for $2.12J an acre, which 



208 

I have reclaimed, and have in a succesaful state of cnlti- 
vation. I have cut one canal which cost me $2200.00 dolla», 
between four and five miles in length. 

QnestioD. Are yon not also engaged in reclaiming and clearing 
another tract of swamp land in Baltimore Hundred ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I am, near Cedar Neck, on which I 
built a house and made a new settlement in 1862, and that 
accounts for the other man, John Bust, whom I wished to see 
at the polls, as he built the house on contract, and I had pre- 
viously understood he wanted additional material and some 
money. That is why I wished to see him. 

Question. Are there not ties other than basiness and pecuniary 
interests which bind jou to the people of this State, and cause you 
to feel an interest in all which interests them ? 

Answer. There are, sir. My father and mother's bones are 
now deposited in her soil. My brothers and sisters lie buried 
here. 1 was born and reared m Delaware. My wife was bom 
in Delaware. My wife's father was bom and raised in Dela- 
ware. These are ties nearer and dearer than monied or busi- 
ness interests. 

Question. I ask yon, in view of your familiarity with the people 
of Baltimore Hundred, and your knowledge of their temper and dis- 
position previous to the la|t election, whether there was, in your 
judgment, any necesssity for^e presence of the mUitary at the polls 
to preserve the public peace ? 

Ans\^-er. None under the sun. 

Question. Do you know, or have you heard whether any person 
in Baltimore Hundred was prevented or deterred from voting on 
xthe 4th of November last ? 

Answer. I understood Mr. John Hudson was arrested and 
detained until after the polls had closed, and thereby denied 
the right to vote. I also was told by Mr. Thomas Taylor, the 
Collector of Baltimore Hundred, that he did not vote at that 
election, because he was assured by the Eepublican party that 
if the Democrats got the power, Delaware would seced^, and 
that he wanted no secession. 

C. W. Jacobs. 

On motion,- 

The Committee adjourned until Monday next, at eight 
o'clock, P. M. 



20d 

Monday, February 2?, 1863—8 o'clock, P. U. 

Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Cahall, Waples, and 
Horsey. 

James A. Clifton, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where did you vote on the day of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. I voted in Dover. 

Question. Did you see anything unusual about the polls that 
day? 

Answer. I certainly did, sir. I saw armed soldiers,* with 
their guns, bayonets, revolvers, and swords. 

Question. Did they commit any violence upon the citizens of the 
town or the voters here that day ? 

Answer. They did. In the first place, I saw a disturbance 
created by the Fourth Delaware, upon Mr. Charles Brown.. I 
saw that several of them were striking at him, running him 
backwards and striking at him — five of them,, to the best of my 
recollection — and he had no assistance. John Klingler was the 
foremost one of them. He is Sergeant in the Fourth Delaware, 
I think. I was well acquainted with him, aid I had am idea 
that if I could get to speak to hint, he would instantty stop. 
I said to him : " For God's sake, do not strike an old gray- 
headed man like that." He replied: "Damn you, I will 
strike you as quick as I will him ;" and he accordingly did so. 
I received several blows from him. Others behind him, whose 
names I heard, but do not now remember, were also striking 
at me. Mr. Brown, seeing that they had the advantage of me, 
assisted me in getting rid of them. 

Question. What was the cause of this assault ©n Mr. Brown ? 

Answer. I did not 'exactly know, myself. I think there 
had been a charge of bayonets previous to that time. I do not 
think there was one just at the time. 

Question. Do you know whether, later in the day^ there was a 
bayonet charge upon the voters of this Hundred ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there was. In about, five mfinutes after 
I got rid of the soldiers of the Fourth Delaware by the tree,. 
Mr. Jester and I walked towards the County Building. We 
were standing by the curb of the State Hoisse pavement in the 
street. There was aome excitement at the Aams-ef the County 
Building* One of the voters was intoxicated,, amd appeared to 
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be noisy ) and his friends were taking him away. He was not 
committing any violence upon anybody. As we were paying 
attention to the noise in front of the County Building, I heard 
a rumbling at my feet — ^behind me, rather. I said to Mr. 
Jester : ^' Look out," and, as I spoke, I turned, and received a 
bayonet charge in my side. I fell, and afterwards another one 
came on my left side, and stuck in the ground. I believe I 
knew no more until the occurrence was over. I was taken 
into Mr. Eli Saulsbury's office. 

Qnestion. Had you been guilty of any breach of the peace, or 
were yon making any noise, or creating any disturbance at the time ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I had not, and was not speaking to any 
one. 

Question. Who was commanding the soldiers at the time that 
charge was made ? 

Answer. Napoleon B. Knight, to the best of my knowledge, 
under orders of George P. Fisher. 

Question. Who is Napoleon B. Knight ? 

Answer. He is Major in the Delaware Cavalry, I believe. 

Question. Do you know whether he was Provost Marshal for 
this place on that day ? 

Answer. I understood that he was. 

Question. Do you know whether, at the time the charge was 
made of which you speak, when you were knocked down and a 
bayonet thrust into your side, any other citizen of the town or 
the Hundred was injured ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. William M. Jester fell at the same time 
I did. 

Question. Were you seriously injured ? 

Answer. I was* For three weeks I was not able to work ; 
but I passed around and attended to hands, except during the 
first three days, during which I was in doors the most of the 
time, and unable to attend to any business. 

Question. Had you any conversation with George P. Fisher in 
reference to this matter at any time afterwards ? If so, state when. 

Answer. I had, on the same day of the election. He came 
to my house with the intention of having me arretted, as lie 
said he understood that I intended to kill him after night. I 
had a friend that said to Mr. Fisher, and told him that he did 
not think that I said it, as he was with me during the time I 
was hurt, and if I had said such a thing, that I would say it 
again. Mr. Fisher asked me : " Did you say so ?" I said : *' I 
bad not." I told him I had not said anything of that kind 
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oonceming him. I told Mr. Fisher I considered he acted very 
meanly in bringing those soldiers here in the first place, and 
in the second place in giving them the orders to charge down 
the pavement on civil and private citizens. He said : " I did 
not do it." I told him : " You did do it; I am satisfied of it." 
I do not think there was any other conversation. 

Question. Did Mr. Fisher tell you that he did not know the 
soldiers were to be here on that day, or did he not ? 

Answer. No, sir ; he did not tell me that. 

Question. Have you entirely recovered yet from the injury you 
received that day ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I suffer severely with a pain in my side 
frequently. 

Question. Where were the headquarters of the soldiers stationed 
in this place that day ? 

Answer. I believe I do not know. • 

Question. Do you, or 'do you not, know whether the soldiers 

were in front of Mr, Smithers' oflSce, and there stai'ked their arms ? 
Answer. I saw arms stacked there, and some were passing 

in and out from the office. 

Jambs A, Clifton, 

William C. Eliason, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside f 

Answer. In Smyrtia. 

Question. Were you Provost Marshal for Duck Creek Hundred 
on the 4th of Novembei* last ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. From whom did you receive your commission ? 

Answer. Edwin M. Stanton. 

Question. Have you your commissioQ with you f 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. When did you receive that commission f 

Answer. If the election was on the 4th, I received it on 
the Sd, and by mail. I received it on Monday. 

Question. What were your duties under that commission ? 

Answer. The commisbion states for itself. My duties wero 
as the instructions said, to settle all riots, to take up deserted 
soldiers, and to keep the peace. 

The Cbairman. Allow me to gee that commission. Are yov 
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scqnainted with the handirriting in. wkiek that eooimission was filletf 
up ? 

The Witness. NO;, sir. 

The Chairman. Look at the han^wnting in which that commis- 
sion is filled up and the handwrfthig in which those orders 
[pointing to them] are written, and! teH me w&ether there is not 
great similarity between them. 

The WitDsess. There i» some sinailaiity. 

Question. Do you not believe tfeey are the same ? 

Answer. I would not say so. 

Question. When were you fiist informed that you were desired 
to act as ProTOst Marshal om t&at day t 

Answer. On the 3d of November, about nine o'clock, 
A. M., I received the first intimatioBu 

Question. Was the eommissiewi conveyed to you from above, or 
was it from below ? 

Answer. I think it was from below. 

Question. Had yoo never been consulted in reference to your 
appointment as Provost Marshal previous to receiving your com- 
mission ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. When did yon first learn that soldiers were expected 
to be present on the election day ? 

Answer. I never learned it until about ten o'clock on the 
3d of November. 

Question. Had you never been eonsalted in reference to the pro- 
priety or impropriety of bringing soldiers into this State, to be 
present on the day of the election, previous to that time ? 

Answer. Yes> sir. I cannot state when. 
Question. By whom were you eonsalted in reference to that 
matter ? 

Answer. 'Nunus Coverdale. 

Question.. Had yon never been consulted by any person 
except Nnnus Coverdale I 

Answer. No,, sir. 

Question. Were you, or were you not, present at a meeting or 
meetings of several gentlemen in this town, or some other place in 
this County, previous to the last general election, when the subject 
of bringing soldiers into this State was proposed and discussed ? 

Answer. * I think I could say I had been at three or four 
meetings where that subject was discussed. 

Question. . Where were those meetings ? 
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Answer, One of tTiem was in Jam«s HofFecker's store, in 
Smyrna. Another, I think, was in Edwin Wilmer's office, in 
Smyrna. Another, was in George P. Fisher's dining-room, in 
Dover, ITiere were some persons in Mr. Hoffecker's drug 
store. I do not know whether the subject was talked about. 

Qaefition. Do you recollect about th< time of meeting in 
George P. Fisher's dining-room, in Dover, of which you speak ? 

Answer, I should think a week or tea days before the 
election. 

<Jue8ti6n. State, if you please, as nearly as you can recollect, 
who were present at that meeting ? 

Answer. Mr. Fisher, Thomas L. Sutton, Nunus H. Cover- 
dale, a man by the name of Taylor, a merchant in this County, 
Charles H. B. Day, who are all I recollect at present. There 
were a half dozen more there. Several were there whom I do 
not know. It was decided then that we did not want any 
soldiers, and at all the meetings I was at, the decision was, 
that we wanted no soldiers. I contended that we had need of 
soldiers, and we could not have a peaceable election without 
soldiers ? 

Question. Did you beliere then, and do you believe now, that 
soldiers were necessary to be present at the polls to preserve the 
public peace ? 

Answer. Yes sir. 

Question. Were the soldiers present in the town of Smyrna on 
that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

•Question. Under whose charge were they ? 

Answer. Under my charge, as Provost MarshaL 

Question. Where did they come from ? 

Answer. They were the Sixth New York. There were no 

others there as soldiers. 

Question. Were not Colonel Wallace and a portion of his mem 
there 7 

Answer. They were there in uniform, but not as soldiers. 

Question. Had tiiey their arms with them ? 

Answer. Ho, sir. They might possibly have hsA revolvers^ 
l)ut I did not see tiaem. They had no arms that I saw. 

Question. What time on the election day did Colonel Wallace 
leave Smyrna ? 

Absw&l He Mk theare abo«t d^vea o'doek. 
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Question. Do yon know the purpose for which be (Colonel 
Wallace) yisited Smyrna that day ? 

Answer. As a friend of mine — ^he and his men. 
Question. Had they no other purpose in going to Smyrna, ex- 
cept to pay you a friendly visit ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. How many of Colonel Wallace's command were 
present with him that day ? 

Answer. I think there were four, besides himself. 

W. C. Eliason. 



Daniel F. Ewell, swam and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and what is your occupation ? 

Answer. I reside in Smyrna. I am now engaged in the 
ministry. 

Question. Were yon in Smyrna on the day of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. I was, sir. 

Question. Did you observe anything unusual, and different from 
what you had ever seen before in this County on the election day ? 

Answer. I did sir. I. saw quite a number of men, in uni- 
form, and with the implements of war, in front of the polls — 
something what I never saw before. 

Question. Were you acquainted with any of the military officers 
who were present that day ? 

Answer. I was acquainted with Colonel Wallace, whom I 
met on the street. 

Question. Had you any conversation with him, if so, please 
state what it was ? 

Answer. I met Colonel Wallace on the street, and after 
the common salutations, inquiring for tlj^ health of himself 
and his family, I inquired of him for my brother-in-law, Cap- 
tain Graham, in Colonel Wallace's regiment. He told me ne 
was well and his family were well. I invited the Colonel to 
dine with me that day. He excused himself by saying that he 
was stopping with Mr. Clements, and had to leave in the 11 
o'clock train, to look after his men down the road, I think was 
the expression he used. I inquired of him if there were many 
of his regiment in Smyrna, and who of them. He told me 
there were none but his staff, naming Mr. Poulson, Dr. Phelps, 
and I think some ol^ers> but they were men I was not ao- 
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quainted with. That was the amount of the first interview I 
had with Colonel Wallace that day. At the suggestion of a 
friend I afterwards waited on Colonel Wallace, and asked him 
if he felt free to tell me what those solniers were brought there 
for. He answered : " Certainly, they are here in case of a riot 
to put it down. My orders from General Wool are, that in 
case of a riot to clear the streets summarily, and I shall do it ; 
and persons on the side- walks will be in danger ; they will be 
considered as aiders and abetters." I then asked the Colonel 
if he had not sufficient control over the soldiers to keep them 
within bounds, so that they might not make a disturbance. 
He then pointed to some men in uniform, without arms, and 
said that he had no control over those men, that they were 
Delaware soldiers, who had come home to vote, and were not 
under military law. I gave it as my opinion that there was 
no danger of a riot or. disturbance unless that class of men 
commenced it. He said, " In case of a riot it will be no time 
to inquire who commenced it, that the streets will be cleared." 
I then asked him if those soldiers were to interfere with the 
election. He answered, *' They are not ; every man will be 
allowed to vote his sentiments." I expressed my regret that 
he had not sufficient authority or control over certain persons 
I saw in the street, for fear there would be trouble. I ex- 
pressed my fears, especially, for two gentlemen and their pro- 
perty, that I was afraid in case of trouble they would suffer. 
I named them. He said they had heard all that, and were 
willing as good men and loyal citizens to risk all, and to as- 
sume all responsibilities, and that Mr. Eliason was in com- 
mand. I then asked him a second time. " Do I understand 
you that those soldiers will not interfere with any body's 
voting ?" He said they would not. That is nearly all that 
passed between us. He said, during the conversation, that 
threats had been made. I do not recollect whether he said by 
the secessionists or Democrats, or whether he said by anybody, 
to take possession of the polls and to have things their own 
way. I think he said, " We are determined to let them know 
they cannot do these things." In conclusion I said to him, 
^'If Mr. Eliason is in command, and the soldiers are not to 
interfere with anybody's voting, you may leave withouj; any 
fear of trouble here," and bade him good-bye. 

Question. Did I understand you to say that Colonel Wallace 
told yon, in case of a riot, it mattered not bj whom commenced, 
whether soldiers or citizens, that the streets would be qleared, and 
thi^t persons on the side-walks would be in danger ; that these were 
the orders given to him by General Wool, and that he intended to 
carry them oat 7 
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Answer. I stated that Colonel WaHaee said, that in case of 
a riot, the streets would be cleared summarily, and that it 
would be no time to inquire who commenced, that his orders 
from General Wool were, that in case of a riot to clear the 
streets summarily, and he said that it would be done, and that 
persons on the side-walks would be in danger; that they would 
be considered as aiders and abettors. 

QaestioD. Are yoH positive that he said that the orders which 
you hare stated were given to him by General Wool ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. Did yoa anderstand from Colonel Wallace that he had 
conjmand of the soldiers until they were handed over to the Provost 
Marshal ? 

Answer. I am positive he said, " My orders from General 
Wool," &c., from which I inferred that he was the commander. 
That was the impression made on my mind ; and after he left, 
the command was transferred to Mr. Eliason. When I first 
met him in the street, he remarked to Mr. Eliason — ^they were 
together, looking over to the crowd near the window: "Why, 
they seem pretty quiet for so large a crowd." Mr. Eliason 
remarked : " They are more so than what they were when I 
went for you." This also strengthened my opinion that he 
was in command. 

Question. How long have you lived in Smyrna? 

Answer. I moved there, I think, the* 24th day of last 
March. I have been preaching at Smyrna Station two or 
three years. 

Question. Are you pretty well acquainted with the people about 
Smyrna and in the neighborhood ? 

Answer. I think so ; pretty well. 

Qnestion. From your general knowledge of the people in that 
neigtborhood, did you believe before the election, or do you believe 
now, that there was any necessity for the presence of the military on 
election day, to preserve the public peace or insure a fair election f 

Answer. I do not, sir. 

Question. From what you heard and knew of the opinions of 
persons residing in your neighborhood, was it not the settled 
opiniojQ that, if the election was a fair and peaceable one, there 
would be a large Democratic majority in this County ? 

Answer. That is my impression, and seemed to be the im- 
pression of those whom I heard talk on the subject. 

Questiott. In view of this state of facts, was it not the interest 
of the Democratic party that there should be a fair and peaceaUe 
election ? • 
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Answer, That is my impTession ; it seemed ao to me. All 
-that I ever heard express an opinion, thought, if they could 
only vote their sentiments, the Democratic party would 
succeed, 

D. R EWKLL. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 8 o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 



Tuesday, February 24th, 1863— 8| o'clock, A. M. 

The Committee met at 8 J o'clock. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Waples, and 
Horsey. 

No witnesses being present. 

On motion. 

The Committee adjourned until 1 o'clock tihis afternoon. 



Samb Day, 1 o'clock, P. M. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Waples, Wil- 
liams, and Horsey. 

Ayees Stockly, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman*; 

QciestioD. Did you vote on the daj of the last geiierikl election ; 
land if so, where ? 

Answer. I voted at Smyrna. 

Question. How long hare you been a- voter ? ^ 

Answer. I believe my first vote was cast at Smyrna in 
1824—38 years ago. 

Question. Did you obserye anything on that day uousnal, and 
different frovx what you had erer eeen before on election day around 
ihe polls t 
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Answer. Yes, sir. I observed, for the first time, a party of 
soldiers, with arms in their hands, near the polls ; they took 
their station on the opposite side of the street from the polls ; 
and so far as I observed, they remained there quietly during 
the time of voting. 

Question. Do 70a know under whose charge these soldiers 
were ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I do know. I was informed 
that they were under the charge of William. C. Eliason, as 
Provost Marshal. 

QaestioD. Is Mr. Eliason an active and zealoas partizan ? 

Answer. I am not acquainted with Mr. Eliason's habits, 
but I think it is understood that he is an activer politician of 
the Eepublican party. 

Question. Do you know about what time the soldiers arrived in 
Smyrna on the day of the election ? 

Answer. I do not know with certainty. While I was at 
my breakfast that morning, a messenger came and told me that 
they were there, and requested my presence up town. I went, 
and with Mr. George W. Cummins, called on Mr. James E. 
Clements, at his house, to learn, if we could, by whose agency, 
and for what purpose, they were brought there. Mr. Clements 
could give us no information, he said, but s^ted that some of 
the officers were at breakfast there, and that he would intro- 
duce us to them, if we would wait and see them. This was 
declined, and we left the house. Afterwards, Mr. Clements 
came down town, and had a conference with Mr. Cummins 
and myself. At that time he averred that he had no know- 
ledge of their coming, but that Mr. Eliason had gone to 
Seaford the day before, he did not know for what object, but 
supposed it had some reference to the presence of the soldiers. 
He went to Seaford on Monday before the election, I think 
Mr. Clements informed us that General Wool was at Seaford, 
and that Colonel Wallace was at Smyrna. He offered us an 
introduction to Colonel Wallace, which we declined. I heard 
and saw nothing more of the soldiers until I saw them marching 
down the street, with Mr. Eliason at the side of the Captain at 
the head of the squad. They wexe placed nearly opposite the 
place of voting. 

Qaestion. You have stated that you have been a voter in the 
town of Smyrna for the last thirty-eight years. I ask you whether, 
from a residence of so long a time in that town, you are not weU 
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acquainted with the character and disposition of the people of I)Qck 
Creek Hundred 7 

Answer. I think I am, sir. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether, in your judgment, there was 
any necessity for the presence of the military there, on election day, 
to preserve the public peace or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. In answer to that question, I would say, empha- 
tically, there was not the slightest necessity, in my judgment ; 
and in confirmation of that opinion, I would add that no voter's 
right to vote was interfered with* by the soldiers, so far as I 
know. 

Question. I will ask you whether it was, or was not, the general 
opinion of persons in your Hundred, that, at a fair election, the 
Democrats would carry the County by a large majority at the last 
election ? 

Answer. So far as I heard an opinion expressed, that 
seemed to be the opinion of a large majority, at least of those 
whom I heard speak on the subject. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether in view of this fact, it was not 
the interest of the Democratic party that there should be a fair and 
peaceable election ? 

Answer. Of course it was. 

• A. Stockly. 



James E. Clements, sworn and examined* 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you vote oti the day of the last general election ; 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. I voted at Smyrna. 

Question. Do you know anything in reference to the presence of 
soldiers at or near the polls on that day ? 

Answer. I saw soldiers there on the opposite side of the 
road — opposite the hotel. 

Question. When did you first learn that soldiers were expected 
to be there that day- ? 

Answer. I was told by Mr. William 0. Eliason, the day 
before, that they were to be there. 

Question. Was that the first intimation you had that soldiers 
were expected to be there on the day of the electioa ? 

Answer. I think not, sir. I heard it intimated five or six 
days previous to that. 

Qaestion. From whom did you receiva that iatimation l 
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Answer, To Ae best of my recoUectiott it was from Mr, 

Eliason, and perhaps others, but I do not remember any one 
except Mr, Eliason. 

Question. Do you know, or haTe yon ever beard, at whose soli- 
citation, or throogh whose agency, soldiers were brought into this 
State to be present on the day of the election ? 

Answer, I do not. 

Questioiu Were you ever present at a meeting, or do you know 
of a meeting of several gentlemen in this county, at which the sub- 
ject of bringing soldiers into this State, to be present on the day of 
the election, was proposed and discussed. 

Answer, I never was at such a, meeting, and do not know 
of any such meeting. 

Question. Do you know who was the Provost Marshal for Duck 
Creek Hundred on the day of the last general election ? 

' Answer. I heard on the morning of the election that Mr. 
William C. Eliason was. 

Question. Had you any conversation with any of the military 
officers who were at Smyrna that day t 

Answer. I had. 

Question. With whom ? 

Answer. With Colonel Wallace, his Adjutant, Dr. Phelps, 
and Mr. Poulson. 

Question. WBere did these cou'^fersations occur ? 

Answer. At my house, in a public manner. 

Question. Were those officers your guests on that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. At about what time did they arrive at your house, 
sir? 

Answer. About 2 o'clock in tbe morning. 

Question. In the conversations which you had with Colond Wal- 
lace, or any other of the officers, was it proposed by him or any of 
them to arrest any citizen of yonr town on that day ? 

Answer. No sir. 

Question. Was the arrest of Mr. Temple, who was then candi- 
date for Congress, spoken of by Colonel Wallace or any other pejf- 
Bou there ? 

Answer. Yea. 

QnestioB. Please state what was said in reference to it, as nearly 
AS you can recollect, and by whom ? 

Answer. One of the ocmpaay, Mr. Thomas L. Ponbon, 



Cliapkiii of tiie regrmeiit, asked, m a jocular manner, '' How 
will it do to arrest Mr. Temple." 

Question. What reply was made to that qaestion 7 

Answer. That it would not do to attempt such a thing. 

Question. By whom was that rejrly made t 

Answer. I think, by myself. 

Question. Was it proposed or spoken of to arrest Mr. Bewley, 
or Mr. Gootee, who were candidates for the Legislature, or Mr. 
Yoshell, who was a candidate for the Levy Cofirt ? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question. Was there or was there not, in your judgment, any 
necessity for the presence of the military at Smyrna to preserve the 
public peace or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. There was. 

Question. Were not the civil authorities in Smyrna sufficient to 
have insured that result without^e presence of the military ? 

Answer. I am not prepared to say that they were. 
Question. Had not the civil authorities always been sufficient 
for that purpose heretofore ? 

Answer. They had not exercised it if they were. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether there was greater necessity for 
the presence of the military on the last election day than af pre- 
vious elections ? 

Answer. I judged the necessity from the previous election. 

Question. I am requested to ask you whether the name of Mr. 
Bewley was not mentioned at your house, and at your breakfast 
table, in connection with the subject of arrests ? 

Answer. Not that I recollect, in my presence. 

Question. Mr. Clements do I understand yon to say that in your 
judgment there was necessity for the presence of the military in 
Duck Creek Hundred, on the 4th of November last, to preserve the 
public peace at the electiott, and insare a fair election, and that the 
civil authorities would not have been adequate tor that purpose ? 

Answer. The civil authorities heretofore had not been 
adequate* I believe it was. necessary to preserve order. 

JaSw E. Clements. 

JaHK M. Denning^ sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman. 
Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election^ 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. I voted in Smyrna. 
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Question. Were there armed soUien at or near tbe poHs on 

that day ? 

Answer. I believe there were, but I did not notice tbenu 

Qaestion. Do yon know when the soldiers arri?ed in Smyrna ? 

Answer. I do not. 

QnestioD. When did yon first learn that there was a purpose or 
intention to bring soldiers into this State, to be present on the day 
of the election ? 

Answer. I never learned it at alL I never beard it. 

Question. Were you never present at a meeting in this town, or 
any other place in this county, when the subject of bringing soldiers 
into this State was discussed ? 

Answer. No sir, not to be ia any part of tbe State on elec- 
tion day. 

JkO. M. DElffNUCG. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, ^ 

Tbe Committee adjourned until 7 o'clock tbis evening. 



Same Day, 7 o'clock P. M. 
Tbe Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Caball, Hitcb, Slay, Waples, 
and Horsey. 

Joseph P. Comegys, sworn and examined. 
By tbe Cbail*man : 

Question. Mr. Comegys were you present at the election in this 
town on the 4th of November last ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Did yon see anything unusual and different from what 
you had ever seen before, at or near the polls that day ? If so, state 
what it was ? 

Answer. I did. I saw a military force, at different times 
during tbe day, sometimes at, and at other times near tbe polls. 
They were armed with muskets and fixed bayonets. 

Question. Did yon see them make a charge that day upon any 
of the citizens of the town or hundred ? 

Answer. I did, on two occasions, see them make a cbarge 
upon tbe people at and about tbe polls, nearly aU of whom I 
believe were citizens of tbe town and hundred. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for either 
of those charges ? 
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Answer. None, whatever. 

Question. Did not th« soWiets themselves, or tbeir presence, . 
occasion most of the difficulty and tro^ible which occurred around 
the polls? 

Answer. I was not at tli-e polls often during the day, and 
cannot say what occasioned most of the trouble, but I know 
that their presence excited a great deal of comment and bad 
feeling. I think there was an unusual degree of the latter, on 
that day. The only difficulty I saw at the polls, independent * 
of the usual contest of words on such occasions, was when the 
person in command of the military attempted to induce the 
officers of the election to receive a vote, which they rfterwards 
rejected. In speaking here about difficulty, I do not intend 
to include the charges of bayonets, of which I have before 
spoken. At the time of the attempt to have the vote referred 
to taken, there was considerable difficulty, though, as I recollect 
no actual violence. # 

Question. Who was the person having command of the military 
to whom you have alluded ? 

Answer. His name, he told me, was Comegys, and he in- 
formed me that he resided at Greensborough, in the State of 
Maryland ; and that his force was a part of Colonel Wallace's 
command, under General Lockwood. 

Question. Did you appeal to any one that day, who you sup- 
posed had the power to stop the difficulty here, at or about the 
time of either of the bayonet charges to which you have alluded, to 
ude his influence for that purpose ? 

Answer. I did, although I cannot now say at what particu- 
lar time it was, though it was in the afternoon, according to 
my recollection. 

Question. Please state to whom it was that yon made the ap- 
peal, and what answer you received ? 

Answer. I made the appeal to Mr. George P. Fisher, and I 
understood him to say, according to my present recollection, 
that he had no power to do so. 

Question. So far as your observation went, did you think the 
soldiers were acting in concert with either of the political parties, 
and if so, with which ? 

Answer. I considered they were acting in concert with the 
Republican party, because the Democrats, so far as I heard 
any expression, were hostile to their being here, and they were 
under the command, as the officer before named informed me, 
of Major Napoleon B. Knight, as Provost Marshal, >vho is. 
himaelf a member of the Bepublican party. And I also con- 



224 

aider that tHey were acting in concert with the Eepnblican 
party, because I believed then and believe now that they weref 
Drought here at the instance of leading Bepublicana, and that 
their object in bringing them here was, in some way, to promote 
the interests of their party. And furthermore I never heard any 
but opponents of the Republican party object to their being 
here, or complain of anything that was -done by them on that 
day. 

Question. Were you not born aind raised in this town or neigh- 
borhood, and have not lived sll your life here, and are yon not^well 
acquainted, not only with tke people of this town and Hundred, but 
of the whole Coutoty ? 

Answer. I was bom in the neighborhood of this town, in 
St. Jones' Neck,, in this. Hundred. I have never lived out of 
the Hundred, nor more than six years of my life out of the 
town. I am well acquainted with the people of this town and 
Hundred, and generally witt thqgpeople in this County. 

Question. I ask you wlretfeer, in your judgment, there was any 
necessity for the presence of the military either at this place, or any 
other voting place in tkis County, on the day of the last general 
election, to preserve the p«blic peace, or insure a fair election ? 

Answer, Not the least, in my judgment. ' 

Question. I ask you, Mr. Comegys, whether, from all your means 
of ascertainang the state of public opinion previous to the last 
general election, it was not generaHy conceded that, if the election 
were a fair one, the Demoeirats would carry this County by a large 
majority ? 

Answer. So far as I know, it was. 

Question. In view of this fact, was it not the interest of the 
Democratic party tbat the^ election should have been a fair and 
peaceable one ? 

Answer. I consider that it is the true interest of all parties, 
at all times, that the elections should be fair and peaceable. 

Qujestion. Do you know anything else bearing upon this 
subject ? 

Answer, I do» not think I know anything else of import- 
ance, excep* the fact that the immediate commander of the 
troops who were here, told me that he was under the orders 
of Major Knight, as Provost Marshal, and that if he ordered 
him to do so> he should take possession of the polls. 

Question. I will ask yo« whether you had no* fears, about the 
dose of the election, that there might be an attempt, on the part of 
the Dulitary, to take possession' of the ballot-box I 

Answer. I cannot say timt I had fears of that desoription,* 



though the presence of the military and the fact that they 
seemed to be acting in concert with the Eepublicans, inclined 
me to think that there might be some difficulty in polling all 
the votes in the Hundred. 

Question. I ask you whether, in your judgment, the presence of 
the military was not calculated to produce great intimidation among 
a certain class of voters ? 

Answer. I rather think it was. 

J. P. COMEGYS. 

Daniel C. Godwin, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Godwin, where did you vote on the day of 
the last general election ? 

Answer. . I voted in Dover. 

Question. Did you observe anything unusual, and different from 
what you hai been in the habit of seeing, at or near the polls that 
day ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I observed anything but what I 
had been in the habit of seeing, except that armed military 
were here at the polls. 

Question. Were you at or about the polls much of the time 
during that day ? 

Answer. I was, during a portion of the day. Being some- 
what unwell, I remained in my office, perhaps, more than I 
should have done if I had been in good health. 

Question. Did you observe the conduct of the military pretty 
closely ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I did especially so. I saw that 
they were at and around the polls. They seemed to be taking 
considerable interest. 

Question. I ask whether, from your observation, they appeared 
to be acting in concert with either of the political parties — ^and if 
80, with which ? 

Answer. I thought they were, and had no doubt but that 
they were acting in concert with the Republican party, as it 
was generally supposed they were brought here to answer 
their purposes. 

Question. Did you notice any acts of outrage or violence, on 
the part of the military, towards any of the citizens of this town or 
Hundred ? 

Answer. Upon one occasion, during the day, whilst coming 
out Qf my office, I saw quite a crowd, and heard considerable 
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stri& about the window where the votes were being taken. 
What occasioned it, I knew not ; but saw Mr. Jacob Hill, Jr., 
attempting to escape firom the crowd, and being pursued by 
three or four soldiers, one or two of them with drawn bayonets. 
He was running in the direction of Mr. Baker's hotel at the 
time* I saw one of them pick up a bat and throw at him, 
whereupon he, in turn, threw a bat or stone at the soldier. 
They pursued him so closely that he was compelled to make 
his escape as best he could. I considered at the time that he 
was in danger of being seriously wounded, if not killed. 
Whereupon I snatched a stick from the hands of a gentleman 
standing by, threw off my shawl, and went to his rescue. I 
Ihink there were four of them close at his heels when I came 
up with them. I struck at one of them with a stick, over- 
handedly. He dodged the lick, and turned upon me with his 
bayonet pointed at me. I invited him to Come on, and told 
him I was ready for him. He, however, left me, and started 
again in pursuit of Hill, with one other soldier, the other two 
having "backed out." I followed them around the corner, 
they being still in pursuit of Hill, and saw them run him into 
the store of Pratt & Shockly. I followed, and found them 
with their bayonets drawn upon Hill behind thel counter. I 
again drew the stick over their heads, and told them if they 
persisted, I should knock them in the head. In the meantime, 
others came to the rescue, they desisted, and after a little par- 
leying, left the store, stood upon the pavement outside, and 
threatened what they would do if he came out of the store* 
In the meantime, the father of Mr. Hill came in. He and my- 
self left the store-room, in company with his son, and walked 
back towards the State House, without any further interference 
on the part of the soldiers, or any one else, indeed. 

Qnestion. Were you present at either of the bayonet charges 
that were made that day ? 

Answer. I was not, sir. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether the presence of the soldiers 
was not calculated to produce, and did not produce, great in- 
timidation among a portion of the voters here that day ? 

Answer. My opinion was, that such was the design. 

Question. Are you not well acquainted with the people, not only 
of this Hundred, but of this County ? 

Answer. I have a pretty general acquaintance with the 
people in Dover Hundred, and generally in the County, mord 
especially in the lower part of the County, where I was 
^pgaged in public business for twenty-five years, or more* 
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Questiohv I ask you whether, in view of your knowledge of the, 
people in this County, and of their temper previous to the last 
general election, there was any neceslsity for the presence of the 
military, either here or at any other voting place in this Connty, to 
tores^rve the public peace, or insure a fait election, on the 4Ui of 
Iwovember last ? 

Answer. 1 can say, unhesitatingly, no; not the lea^t 
necessity, in my judgment. 

Question. What was the general impression, previous to the 
last election, as to the result of that election in this County, if there 
Were no military interference ? 

Answer. .The general opinion, so far as I had an oppor- 
tunity of learning, was that the County w^ould give a very 
large Democratic majority* 

Question. Was it not, therefore, the interest of the Democratic 
party that the election should be a fair aud peaceable one ? 

Answer. I should think so. 

On motion. 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. 



Wbdnesbat, February 25, 1863, 9 o'clock, A. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present— Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Williams, 
Waples, and Horsey. 
JoHif Wv Walker, sworn and examinedv 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Had you ever a conversation, previous to the l^st 
election, with any person, in reference to any purpose of carryinjg 
this State at the last election by military aid f 

Answer. I had, sir, frequently. 

The Chairman. Please state with whom that conversation hap* 
pened ? 

The Witness. The conversation occurred with Mr. John A. 
Morris, of the city of New York, in the city of Wilmington, 
where I reside and voted. Mr. Morris also resides in the city 
of Wilmington, and has done so for the last fifteen months. 

The Chairman. Please relate that conversation as nearly as yoa 
can recollect it.. 

The Witness* We were frequently in conversation in r^ 
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ference to the politics of Delaware some time previous to tte 
nominations of the party for the State and Countj ofl&cers, and 
I always claimed 1500 majority for Delaware for the Demo- 
crats, and he as ofken replied that we would not get any major- 
ity, and told me I knew nothing of what was going on in the 
country. He said his father was an intimate friend of Wil- 
liam H. Seward, and that there was an arrangement being 
made by which the party would be defeated. That the present 
administration wanted the vote of a slave State to sustain it. 
That they would carry Delaware at all hazards. That if the 
influence of money failed, they would use the military. 

Question. Did Mr. Morris give you to understand that he ob- 
tained this information from his father, as the intimate friend of 
William H. Seward, the present Secretary of State of the United 
States ? 

Answer. He did not say directly that be derived it from 
him, but that he had got it from a reliable source, and re- 
marked that his father was intimate with William H. Seward. 
That is about the language. 

John W. Walker. 

James S. Hazzard, sworn and examined; 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. In the town of Dover. I have resided here 
fifteen months. 

Question. What political party were you associated with pre- 
yious to the nominations for Governor and Representative in Con- 
gress last year ? 

Answer. With any and all parties opposed to the Demo- 
cratic party. 

Question. Had you any conversation, about the time of these 
nominations, with any leading gentlemen of the opposition to 
the Democracy ? 

Answer. I had, sir. 

The Chairman. Please state with whom, and what the conversa- 
tion was, and when it occurred. 

The Witness. George P. Fisher and Caleb Smithers, of 
New Castle County, Collector for the port of New Castle. 
Mr. Fisher called at the shop where I worked, asked me if I 
could keep a political secret. Said I : '• You know I never 
divulged one." Said he : " We are going to carry Kent 
County." Said I: "Impossible, for, in fact* the Demo- 
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cratic party carried it two years ago by about some four hui^ 
dred or five hundred majority." Said he : " We will let them 
concentrate their forces ia Sussex County, and then we will 
carry Kent if by the point of the bayonet." I believe that is 
all the conversation I had with Mr. Fisher. On the morning 
after the Eepublican nomination of the State officers; Mr. 
Caleb Smithers called at the shop. He asked me how I liked 
the nominations. I told him: "Not at all." He remarked 
that it was just the thing which suited New Castle County, and 
gave his reasons why — ^that the influence of Mr. Cannon would 
carry Sussex County for the Republican party, that New 
Castle was sure for 1200 majority, and by that means Mr. 
Bradford would be claimed as United States Senator in the 
place of James A. Bayard, and that Willard Saulsbury had 
already said enough in the United States Senate to be treated 
as Jesse Bright, of Indiana, had been, by expulsion ; and 
if not, he would be so provoked, that he would say something 
to cause his expulsion, and in his place, the Governor would 
appoint Nathaniel B. Smithers. 

Question. Had you not previouely been very intimate with -Mr. 
Caleb Smithers, during your residence at Frederica, where he also 
previously resided ? 

Answer. Very intimate ; particularly politically. 
Question. Had you any conversation with James R. Lofland on 
this subject ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; trifling in its nature. The conversation 
with him was in reference to the election of officers, and not 
to the presence of military. But I omitted one thing in my 
conversation with Mr. Fisher, which I will state. He said : 
'' We havear trail laid for us (meaning the Republican party) 
to carry the State of Delaware ; all it wants is the match to be 
applied, and that will surely be done." 

Question. Did you understand him to mean by " the match," 
military interference ? 

Answer. I judged that was his meaning. 

James S. Hazzabd. 



Eli Saulsbuby, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman. 

Question. Where did you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I resided in Dover and voted in Dover. 
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Question. Did yon observe ftnytbiDg at or Bear tbe polb In 
l)over, different and aaasaal from what yoa had ever seen before ? 

Answer. When I came down the street on the morning of 
the election, I observed a companj of armed men near Baker's 
hotel. After some little time, the company of soldiers that I first 
saw, I think, were marched out of town, and, I understood, were 
going to HazlettvUle. Shortly afterwards^ I obserred other 
armed soldiers on another part of the public square, I think 
in the neighborhood of the office of Mr. Nathaniel B. Smithers. 
They seemed to rendezvous at that point, at least I observed 
them there at different times during the day. I also saw a num- 
ber of the members of the Fourth Delaware Eegimenty whom I 
had seen enter the town the evening previous, with their arms. 
During the day, I observed members of the Fourth Delaware 
Begiment, as I thought, endeavoring to create disturbance at 
the polls, and in the neighborhood of the polls. I saw them 
at one time make an attack upon scone citizen. I saw Mr. 
Charles Brown interfering for the protection of the citizen. I 
think that Jacob M. Hill, the Deputy Sheriff of the County, 
and other persons interfered for the purpose of protecting the 
citizen, and maintaining the peace. I saw, among the num- 
ber, the son of Jacob M. Hill, and I saw him chased by some 
four or five of the members of the Fourth Delaware Begiment, 
one of them, I think, carrying a stick or club, one, I think, 
had a bayonet in his belt. One, I saw throw a part of a brick 
at young Mr. HUl, who had to dodge to prevent being hit. I 
Started towards him for the purpose of rendering some assist- 
ance, if 1 could, in his protection ; and about that time I heard 
noise and confusion in front of the polls, and, looking in that 
direction, I saw the soldiers that had previously been in front 
of Mr. Smithers' office, charging quite rapidly, with fixed 
bayonets, upon the crowd. They charged across the pave- 
ment, and halted in line, and loaded their muskets in the 
presence of the people, and within thirty yards of the polls, 
and after a short time moved to another position. I saw the 
same soldiers make a second charge, during the afternoon, 
across the pavement in front of the polls. I saw an old man 
knocked down on the pavement. I heard of Mr. Jester and 
Mr. Clifton being injured. Mr. Clifton was su]>sequently 
brought into my office. I will state further, that while the old 
gentleman, to whom I refer, was lying upon the pavement, I 
saw the Deputy Sheriff endeavoring to command the peace, 
and protect the old man ; and I heard members, or a member, 
of the Fourth Delaware Begiment cursing the Deputy Sheriff 
and using threatening language townrda him. And all the 
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difficulty that I saw on tliat occasion grew out of the conduct 
of the soldiery present on the election ground. 

Qaestion. I ask you whether, in your judgment, there was any 
necessity for either of the bayonet charges to which yon have 
alluded ? 

Answer. Not the slightest. But I believe the charges 
were maliciously ordered, for the purpose of intimidation and 
injury to the members of the Democratic party present. 

Question. I ask you whether, from your observation, most of the 
disturbance around the polls during the whole of that day was ilot 
occasioned by the presence of the military ? 

Answer. I think most, if not all, of the disturbance was 
occasioned by their presence and conduct. 

Question. Do you know who was in command of the military 
here that day ? 

Answer. The soldiers of the Maryland Home Guards were 
under the immediate charge of an officer, by the name of 
Comegys — a Lieutenant, as I understood — ^but subject, as I un- 
derstood, to the orders of Napoleon B. Knight, as Provost 
Marshal. 

Question. Will you please to state who Napoleon B. Knight is, 
and what are his politics ? 

Answer. My first acquaintance with Napoleon B. Knight 
was some time in the summer or fall, I think, of '61. His 
father and family reside in the County. He informed me, I 
believe, at our first interview, that he had been in the State of 
Georgia, engaged as a teacher in a school, that his school 
had been broken up by some of the students having gone to 
the war, and that he had returned at the instance of his 
friends. His views upon the question of secession differed 
from my own so much, that I not desire to cultivate his 
acquaintance. I found him to be a gassy young man, 
entertaining the extreme Southern view on the right of se- 
cession, and, though courtesy compelled me to tolerate his pre* 
sence when he came into my office, I found his visits neither 
pleasant nor profitable. 

Question. Do you know whether any person was held under 
arrest during the day of the election, and until after the polls 
closed, who was entitled to a vote at this place ? 

Answer. I understood that William Mahle had been 
arrested, and had been taken to the camp or rendezvous at the 
Agricultural Fair Ground, and I determined to ascertain, if 
possible, if he was held legally, and by authority ; and for 
that purpose, I approached the Hon. Gfeorge P. Fisher, then 
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standing on the steps at the Court House door, and asked him 
if he was the commandant of the camp or rendezvous. He in- 
formed me that he was. I then stated to him that I had been 
informed that one of the citizens of our town had been ar- 
rested, and carried to the camp and was there detained. I 
stated to him that I did not desire his release if he had been 
rightfully arrested or was rightfully detained, but I appealed 
to him not to suflfer our fellow-citizen to remain under arrest 
improperly, so as to deprive him of his right to vote. He then 
stated to me that he knew nothing about the matter, and that 
the camp, for that day, was under the command of Major 
Knight, as he called him. I went then to Napoleon B. Knight, 
and inquired of him if the camp or rendezvous at the Fair 
Ground was under his control and charge. He stated that it 
was not. I said to him that Mr. or Colonel Fisher — ^I do not 
know what term I used — had informed me that he had charge 
of it for the day. He said he was not apprised of that fact^ 
but if Mr. Fisher desired to put it under his control, he could 
do so. I then appealed to him to have William Mahle dis- 
charged from arrest and confinement, so that he might exercise 
the right of voting ; but he, like Colonel Fisher, seemed to be 
ignorant of the arrest and detention of Mahle, and seemed dis- 
posed, as I thought, not to interfere for the release of Mr. 
Mahle. Mr. Mahle was not released so as to be able to vote, 
but was released in thirty minutes, as I understood, after the polls 
were closed. 

Question. I ask you whether you were not, during the last cam- 
paign, and whether you have not been, for a number of years, an 
active member of the Democratic party, knowing all its principal 
plans and purposes in conducting political campaigns ? 

Answer. • I have taken a tolerably active part in political 
matters in this State for a number of years; and in the last 
campaign especially I took a very active part. I believe I en- 
joyed the confidence of the party, and knew its secrets and 
^lans of operation. 

Question. I ask you whether you ever heard of a purpose or 
desire, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere with the polls on 
the 4th of November last, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. I never heard of any such purpose or of any de- 
sire, nor do I believe that the Democratic party of the County 
in which I have lived, or in the State, would have permitted 
any interference with the polls so as to prevent a fair election. 

Question. Were you not a member and regular attendant of the 
Democratic Association of this town during the last political cam* 
paign? 



Answer. I was. I believe I attended nearly all its meet- 
ings, and frequently addressed the Association. 

Qaestion. It has been reported in this town, that at a meeting 
of that Association on the night previoas to the election, it was 
proposed and determined to bring a number of stoat able-bodied men 
to the polls sufficient to take possession thereof, and to take such 
possession. I ask you whether there is any truth in this statement ? 

Answer. I was present at the meeting of the Association, 
on the night previous to the election> and I pronounce any such 
statement unqualifiedly false. No such committee was ap- 
pointed or proposed at that or any previous meeting of the As- 
sociation. There was, however, a committee appointed for 
the purpose, as I understood, of hunting up Democratic voters, 
and taking them to the polls, and seeing that they got an 
opportunity to vote. I was present when the committee was 
appointed,^ and know that there was no purpose to interfere 
with the rights of any other man in casting tis vote. 

Question. From your observation of the conduct of the military 
on election day, were they apparently acting in concert with either 
of the political parties ; and if so, with which ? 

Answer. They seemed to be entirely under the control of 
the Eepublican party, and ready to do the bidding of the lead- 
ing men of that party in the town. I will state further that 
the whole conduct of the leading Eepublicans in the town 
showed conclusively to my mind that they understood the ob- 
ject of the presence of the soldiers to be to aid them in carry- 
ing the election. Whereas the members of the Democratic 
party regarded the presence of the soldiers as designed and 
calculated to injure the election of the Democratic ticket 

Question. I ask you whether you are not well acquainted with 
the people of this County, and with their temper and disposition, 
especially previous to the last election, and whether, from such 
knowledge, you believe there was any necessity for the presence of 
the military either at this place or any other voting place in this 
County, on the 4th day of November last, to preserve the public 
peace, or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. I have a pretty general acquaintance with the 
people of this County, and understood, as I think, the temper 
and disposition of the people during the last campaign. I ad- 
dressed, I believe, political meetinffs in every Hundred but 
one in the County, and had a good opportunity, during the 
campaign, to learn the views and feelings of the people of the 
County, and from my knowledge and observation, I am satisfied 
that there was not the slightest necessity for the presence of 
troops, either to protect the public peace, or to insure a £eui 
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election. Nor do I believe that they would have been de- 
sired or have been present^ had it not been that the Bepublican 
party desired and believed that by their introduction, into the 
State, they could secure the election of the Bepublican ticket 

Qaestion. I ask yon what was the general opinion, preTions to 
the last election, in regard to the probable result of that eleetion, if 
there should be no military interference ? 

Answer. I think the general impression among the Demo- 
crats was, that the Democratic ticket would be elected by a 
majority of not less than 500, and, perhaps, 1000. 

Qaestion. I ask you whether, in yiew of this fact, itwas not the 
interest as well as the desire of the Democratic party, that the 
election should be a fair and peaceable one ? 

Answer. I conversed with no Democrat but who seemed 
confident that we could carry the Democratic ticket by a large 
majority if the election should be a fair one. And I conversed 
with none who expressed any other desire than that the elec- 
tion should be fair. It was therefore regarded as the interest 
of the Democratic party that the election should be perfectly 
fair. 

Eli Saulsbury. 

On motion, 

The Coijamittee adjourned till 8 o'clock P. M. 



Same Day, 8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — ^Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Horsey and 
Williams. 

Henry Flowers, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question^ Where do yon reside ? 

Answer. I reside in the town of Dover. 

Question. Did you vote on the day of thfe last general election ? 

Answer. No, sir, I did not. 

Question. Did you start to go to the polls with that intention f 

Answer. I started to go to the polls with that intentioru 

Question. How near the polls did you get ? 

Answer. To the comer of Mr. Baker's Hotel. 

Questiou. What was the reason that you did not get closer to 
the polls i 
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Answer. The reason why I did not come to the polls was 
because, just at the time, soldiers were in the act of making n 
charge, and I thought if I could not come to the polls as I 
always had done before in my life, I would not come at all 
to vote. 

Question. Did you return to your place of business ? 

Answer. I did sir. I turned right around and went home. 

• Question. Were you deterred from coming to the polls on ac- 
count of the presence of the soldiers there ? 
Answer. That was why I returned home. 

Question. What ticket did you intend to vote if you had got to 
the polls ? 

Answer. The Democratic ticket. 

Henry Flowers. 

JoHK B. Penington, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in the town of Dover, and I voted at the 
voting place in Dover Hundred, East Election District. 

Question. Were you one of the Judges of the election on that 
day? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. Did you obserye anything unusual and difTerent from 
what you had ever seen before at the polls ? 

Answer. I did. I saw on the day of the general election 
above referred to, the presence of persons pretending to act 
under and by authority of the general government, armed and 
equipped as infantry, apparently, and in fact, exercising or at- 
tempting to exercise the control of the election, or in other 
words, intimidating voters from approaching the polls. 

Question. Do you recollect any instance when the officer in 
command attempted to interfere to influence the vote of any person 
there ? 

Answer. My impression is that some time during the day, 
the individual who acted as the military oflScer in command of 
the sqiiad of soldiers about the polls on that day, came up to 
the poll^ with a person whose name I think was alleged to be 
Heathers, and claimed the right for him to vote, which was 
reftt6ei4 by the officers of the election. 
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Question. Was the person to whom yon allode as the com- 
mander of the soldiers, a citizen of this State f 

Answer. He was not to my knowledge, and was, as I hare 
been informed, a citizen of the State of Maryland. 

Question. Do yon recollect any bayonet charges which occurred 
that day ? 

Answer. I do. There were some two or three cliarges of 
the soldiers, or persons pretending to be acting as soldiers^ 
made with fixed bayonets npon the voters at and about 
the polls on the day of the election, before referred to, which 
came under my observation. Immediately after, as I now 
recollect, one of the charges, they came to a halt, and in 
pursuance of an order made in my hearing by the person 
who exercised the command over them, loaded their mus- 
kets in my presence, and within some forty feet of the plac^ 
at which we were receiving .the votes of the electors for 
Dover Hundred, East Election District. Subsequently an- 
other charge of bayonets upon the voters of said district 
was made by the same persons acting as soldiers as aforesaid, 
immediately or directly across the pavement in fh)nt of the 

Slace where the votes were being received, in a ciortherly 
irection, and towards the house in which is kept the records 
of the County. In making this lasfr charge they came in con- 
tact, or rather passed over a certain Mr. William M. Jester, 
who was at that time standing with his back towards the 
south, and looking in the direction of the County Building 
above alluded to, evidently at a number of persons congregated 
in front of the building near the door, and was at the time 
taking no part in any discussion that may have been going on, 
or in the least interfering or attempting to interfere with the 
free exercise of the right of any person to vote on that day ; 
when, without any intimation on his part, as I believe, he was 
run over, knocked down, or fell, perhaps, to avoid being 
knocked down by the soldiers before alluded to, and thrust at 
by some one of them with a fixed bayonet in passing over him, 
and in the knocking him down and passing over him, quite a 
severe wound or bruise was inflicted upon one of his legs, 
which caused him to be confined to the house for some time, 
as I believe, and to limp in walking for several weeks. 

Question. Mr. Penington, I will ask yon whether, as a Judge 
of the election, having full opportunity to see and know all that was 
going on in the crowd, there was any necessity for either of the 
bayonet charges to which you have alluded ? 

Answer. There was not, unless that necessity arose from 
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a fixed determination in the minds of those persons who vrere 
instrumental in bringing the troops into this State, on the day 
of the said election, and of those persons having charge of the 
same, to thwart and defeat the rights guaranteed to the voters 
of this State by the Constitution thereof, of a free and impar- 
tial expression, by means of their ballots, of their preference for 
the candidates presented for their support. 

Question. I ask you, as an election ofiScer, and, as such, having a 
peculiar interest in the preservation of good order about the polls, 
whether the presence of the military was necessary to preserve the 
public peace, or to insure a fair election ; and whether their pres- 
ence did, in the slightest degree, contribute to such result ? 

Ajiswer. I have been a voter, voting in the town of Dover, 
at and since the general election in November, 1854. At no 
time, during that period, has there been any disturbance at any 
of the elections, which the civil authorities have not been able 
to suppress ; and more especially have they been able the more 
effectually to do so since the division of the Hundred into two 
election districts, made prior to the general election of 1860. 
This was evidently apparent from the very quiet and tranquil 
manner in which the election for Assessor and Inspector was 
held, in the month of October, 1862, just previous to the gene- 
ral election of 1862 — ^the election for Assessor and Inspector 
aforesaid being conducted so harmoniously that it was a general 
remark that not an angry word was uttered by any of the parties 
on that day, nor, as I believe, was there any vote challenged. 
I say, therefore, most emphatically, that there was no necessity 
for the presence of soldiers on that day, at or'near the polls in 
the district in which I acted as an of5cer, in order to secure 
the free and untrammelled right of any elector, to cast his vote 
as. he saw proper, but that in my opinion the presence of the 
military or soldiers above referred to conduced, by intimida- 
tion and threats of arrest, to prevent a fair and honest expres- 
sion of the electors on that day. 

Question. Do you remember any other material fact ? 

Answer. I do not, unless an application which was made 
by two or three gentlemen, whose names I do not now recollect, 
but in which I united, to George P. Fisher, who was supposed 
at that time to have the power or authority to order the release 
or discharge of a certain William Mahle, who was at that time, 
as I was iiSormed, a prisoner in charge of persons who were 
then acting as the first battalion of Delaware Cavalry; to 
which Mr. Fisher replied that Mr. Mahle would be released at 
6 o'clock on the evening of the day on which the application 
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hf his release was made. This application was made soma 
lime between the hours of 4 o'clock and 5 o'clock, and I think 
about twenty minutes past 4 o'clock on the day of the last gene* 
ral election in this State, immediately at or in front of the door 
through which the votes of the electors were received — ^I, stand- 
ing on the inside of the partition or division separating the of* 
fleers of the election from the electors outside, and Mr. Fisher 
and the gentleman upon the steps just outside of said partition 
or division* 

QuestioiL At what time did the polls close, and the voting ceast 
that day f 

Answer. The polls closed at 5 o'clock, P. M., the hour 
fixed by the law of our State for closing the general election. 
The voting ceased, or I should say, there were no votes offered 
for some time prior to the closing of the polls. 

John B. Pknington. 

John Brown, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Qnestion. Were you the Inspector for the East Election District 
of Dover Hundred, on the 4th of November last, the day of the 
general election ? 

Answer. 1 was. 

Question. Did yoQ desire or solicit, as the presiding officer of the 
election, the presence of the military at or near the polls, to pre* 
serve the public peace or insure good order ? 

Answer, I did not, sir. 

Question. Were yott consulted in reference to the placing of sd-^ 
diers at the polls ? 

Answer. Not at all, sir. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for their 
presence to insure a fair election ? 

Answer. I did not think so at that time, nor since ? 

John Brown. 

William Mahle, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman ; 
Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election f 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Please to state why you did not vote 7 
Answer. I was arrested about two o^clock in the morning. 
About 1 o'clock in the morning, I started down town to lo^ 
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for a friend of mine in Mullen's hotel. 1 saw him thete. Se 
told me he would meet me in Graver's lager beer saloon. 
When I started up from Captain Mullen's, I saw a squad of 
soldiers coming up the Bank Lane. I walked up to the cor^ 
ner of the Green. I met Samuel Moore. I asked Samuel 
where those soldiers came from. He told me he did not know. 
We walked up to Mrs. Reed's, and I saw George Fisher ahead 
of the soldiers. He marched them over to Baker's hotel. 
They went in the parlor. Mr. Moore told me : " Let us go in 
Baker's bar- room. W e went in. George P. Fisher was standing 
at the head of the counter. One of the officers was bringing the 
soldiers out, six at a time, and treated them to anything they 
called for. After they got through with the soldiers, I asked Mr. 
Moore if he would take a drink. He said, yes. We both took a 
drink, I started for home. When I got up to the lager beer cellar, 
I went down to see if my friend was there according to promise. 
I was there about fifteen minutes. Mr. John Camac, and his 
son John Camac, and Charles Camac, and Caleb Hall came 
down in the cellar. They were down about ten or fifteen 
minutes before they raised any row down there. Young 
Camac was talking about William Temple, abusing him first 
one thing and then another. I told them that Mr. Temple was 
a better man than George P. Fisher ever was. He wanted to 
know what I meant by it. I told him that Mr. Temple was a 
white man. He said, "Bill Mahle, do you believe that 
Mr. Fisher is a negro man. I told him I did not say that. 
Then he struck me, and while he struck me, he made a motion 
to draw his side arms, then I knocked him down. He told me 
I was arrested. I told him I would not go with him. He got 
his brother, Charles Camac and Caleb Hall to help him. I still 
told him I would not go ; they took me there by force, up to 
Isaac Baker's ^Hotel. Charles Camac called Major Knight ; he 
came down and wanted to know ''what was the matter/' 
Camac told him he had arrested me. Major Knight asked 
him what for. He told him what I did. Major Knight told 
John Camac that he had no right to commit me to the camp 
for those reasons ; that I had not done anything. He told 
John Camac, though, to take me up to Nathaniel B. Sraithers. 
When we got up there he called Smithers, and Smithefs came 
down in the entry of hi«. house ; he wanted to know Wbftt Was 
the matter. John Camac told Smithers the same he told 
Major Knight. Smithers told Camac to take me to the Camp; 
I asked Smithers what right he had to send me to the canip, 
or anywhere else. If I had done anything, that we had a ciyil 
law in Delaware, and I would be willing to be taried by it. Hd 
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never gave me an answer. They took ine out to the camp 
and put me in one of those tents, put a guard over me untU 
between 11 and 12 o'clock, and then one of the oflBicers came 
to me and asked me if I would not like to come out. I told 
him yes. He said then that I could get out, provided I would 
go in and vote a good Union ticket. I told him to go to hell, 
a damn son of a bitch ; I shall lie here and rot before I would 
vote the Union ticket, I meant the Republican ticket. He told 
me then that I was a damn rebel. I told him that I was a 
better Union man than he ever was ; that I was a Democrat. 
He kept me there until 6 o'clock in the evening, then, dis- 
charged me. 

William Mahlb. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 9 o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 



Thubsdat, February 26, 1863, 9 o'clock, A. M, 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, 
Williams, Waples and Horsey. 
No witnesses being present, 
On motion, 
The Committee adjourned until IJ o'clock, P. M. 



Same Day, 1| o'clock, P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, Williams^ 
Waples and Horsey. 

David Harrington, affirmed and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you rote on the day of the last general election, 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. Yes sir. I voted at Hazlettville, in Dover Hun- 
dred, West Election District, 
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Question. Were there armed soldiers around the polls at that 
place on that day ; if so, how many, as near as you can judge ? 

Answer. Of tlie 4tli Delaware, I think there were between 
twelve and fifteen. Of the New York soldiers, I do not know 
the exact number, I suppose there were between thirty and 
forty. 

Question. Were they dressed in uniforift and armed ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; witb gana and bayonets on them. 

Question. By whom were they conducted to Hazlett?ille ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. Under whose charge were they ? 

Answer. Moses Eash assumed to be the Provost Marshal 
there tbat day ; the name of the Colonel I do not know. 

Question. Were they understood to be under the charge and 
subject to the command of Moses Rash as Provost Marshal ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; tbe town was under martial law that 
day ; it was so proclaimed by the Colonel, or the person who 
claimed to be acting as Colonel. 

Question, Who is Moses Rash, and what is the character which 
he bears in that neighborhood ? 

Answer. Moses Bash was, at that time, a farmer. Hib 
character in the neighborhood is considered, I think, to be that 
of a very overbearing man. He calls himself a Republican. 

Question. Did you hear Moses Rash say anything about his 
powers as Provost Marshal ? If so, state what he said, as nearly, in 
his own language, as you can recollect it 

Answer. He said if they did not clear those windows, that 
he would close the polls ; that he had more power than any 
twelve men there were on that ground. 1 1?vili state that at 
that time he had shown no authority for his power. I did not 
know then that he was Provost Marshal. It was at the time 
or just after the soldiers of the Fourth Delaware were making 
a charge upon the voters at the polls. 

Question. Was the charge, to which you allude, made with fixed 
bayonets ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. They came running up to the polls in 
what they call " double quick." 

Question. By whose command was that charge made ? 

Answer. I do not know. There were a number of voices, 
but I could not distinguish them. The voices were : " Clear 
the window I" " Stick the bayonets in them." 

Question. What was the occasion or pretext for that charge J 

Q 
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Answer. It wai* a contest about tte vote of d inatl by tlie 
name of Masculin !]?oreakers. At the time of this contest over 
Mr. Foreakera, I was opposite the window, in the crowd, such as 
nsuallv collect around tne window. I walked out of the crowd, 
not wishing to be in a fuss, when I heard some one say : " Bun, 
Fourth Delaware, and clear those windows I*' I imimediately 
turned round and saw them running towards the windows. Be- 
fore they got to the window, I walked down opposite a post at 
the side of the window* I thought at the time that some one 
would be hurt, for they continued hallooing : " Stiok the bay- 
onets in theml" and "Clear the window!" While in that 
position^ standing at that post/ the soldiers came up. A man, by 
the name of Thom&s Downham, who was in front of the Fourth 
as they came up, stood by the side of me ; he reached out hia 
gun with a bayonet on it, being ordered to do so by aome one 
— I think, Daniel George-^and was punching with his bayonet 
a man by the name of John Smith. I said to him : " Soldier, 
(for at that time I did not know who he was,) do not kill tho 
old man, for he will get out of the way as soon as he can ;'^ 
and at that moment some one ordered him to stick his bayonet 
in him, and, I believe, that was Daniel George; but there were 
other voices. At that moment, seeing his gun being thrust 
forward, as I supposed, into the old man's stomach, and be- 
lieving that he would kill him, I took hold of the gim with 
Iny left hand, to prevent the thrust, at which moment he 
stepped back and swore " He would be G— -d d — d, if he would 
not stick it into me," with his bayonet drawn back, and, at the 
same timfe, Daniel George told him to run it into me, while in 
that drawn position. In self-defence, I took my pistol from 
my pocket, and put it in about two feet from his nose, and 
told him to " Dd it, you son of a bitch, and I will blow your 
brains out 1" He stood motionless a few minutes with his gun, 
when another soldier, by the name of Wesley Jackson, stand- 
ing partly behind Mr. Downham, said, " Take care. 111 stick 
the bayonet in himl" At that moment, I advanced a step, 
caught hold of Mr. Downham's gun with my left hand, put my 
pistol partly over Downham^s shoulder, told Jackson, if he 
stuck that bayonet in me- 1 would blow his brains out. At 
that time the people closed in around the polls and the soldiers 
Boon withdrew* 

Question. Who is Daniel George, of whom you have spoken, aa 
haying told the soldiers to stick their bayonets into the people ? 

Answer. He is a farmer and a Eepublican, and, in out 
neighborhood, generally considered a liar* 

Qa«§tioni Is h% a military offie«r ? 
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Answer. No, sir. 

Qaestion. Under what authority did he claim to give that com- 
mand ? 

Answer, He claimed no authority. 

Question, I ask yea whether that charge by the soldiers of the 
Fourth Delaware was, in your judgment, necessary to preyent 
violence, or insure fair play at the polls ? 

Answer, Not at all> sir. There was no attempt of violence, 
more than, as I have said, there Was contention over Mr. For- 
akers — each party claiming him. I heard him say that he in- 
tended to vote a Democratic ticket, holding, at the time, a Ee- 
publican ticket in his hand. He was very drunk. 

Qaestion, At wha't time did the soldiers of General WooPs com- 
mand arrive there ? 

Answer, I suppose about 10 o'clock. 

Question. Did Moses Rash assume, as Provost Marshal, to have 
command of them also after their arrival ? 

Answer. He did, sir ; for he did not show any authority 
until they did arrive. He took from his hat a piece of paper, 
said to be from General Wool, which was read oy the Colonel, 
and at that time proclaimed the town to be under martial law. 

Question. If the people of Dover Hundred West Election Dis* 
trict had desired to select a Provost Marshal to preserve good order 
at the polls, and insure a fair election, is Moses Kash such a man as 
they would have fixed upon for that purpose ? 

Answer. I believe, sir, he would have been the last man in 
tbe whole Hundred that would have been selected for that pur- 
pose by the majority of the people of the Hundred. 

Question. Is he such a man as would be trusted by the people 
to perform any important public duty ? 

Answer. I think not, sir. 

Question. What disposition was made of the soldiers after the 
arrival of that portion of them said to belong to General Wool's 
command ? 

Answer. They Were stationed in single file, I think to the 
number of ten or twelve on each side of the window, and per* 
sons who wished to vote bad to go between tbeir bayonets to 
get to the polls to vote. 

Question. Did the soldiers appear to be tn the confidence of, 
and acting in concert with either one of the political parties ; and 
if so, with which ? 

Answer. I did not understand tbe NeW York soldiers to 
•how any preferencd eitber way. If he members of the Fourlk 
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Delaware, who were there, seemed to be in the confidence and 
acting in concert with the Republican party. 

Qnestion. I ask you whether it was not generally understood 
•that the soldiers were brought there and were present for the benefit 
of the Republican party and the injury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. That was the opinion of the Democratic party; it 
was also my impression that the Republican party thought the 
same, from the fact that they came and went and acted as the 
Republican party bade them. 

Question. Did they make any arrests there that day ? 

Answer. They did, »ij, make one that I saw. I heard <rf 
two others. 

Question. What did they do with the persons arrested ? 

Answer. Mr. Walker, the one I saw arrested, sat upon the 
fence with a guard of soldiers around him. 

Question. Did they produce great intimidation and dissatisfac- 
tion among any class of roters there ? 

Answer. They did, sir j with tte Democrats ; for I heard 
one man say, who was a Democrat, that he would not go be- 
tween those soldiers to vote, and would not for some time. He 
was finally prevailed on to go. 

Question. Did their presence appear to give confidence and 
satisfaction to the Republican voters ? 

Answer. It did, sir. 

Question, How long did the soldiers remain at the polls that 
day ? 

Answer. I do not know. I suppose they remained there 
until the polls were closed. 

Question. Were you not an active Democrat, enjoying the con- 
fidence of .the Democratic party in that District during the last 
political campaign ? 

Answer. I was, sir, to the best of my knowledge. 

Question. There is a rumor in circulation* that the Democrats 
of West Dover Election District had entered into combination with 
a number of Democrats from Maryland to come to the polls in that 
Hundred, armed, and take possession thereof, and prevent Union 
men or Republicans from voting. I ask yoo, sir, if there is any truth 
in any such rumor ? 

Answer. I believe that rumor to be utterly without founda- 
tion, and entirely untrue. 

Question. From your position in jtbe party, if there had been 
aay such combinaiioa or purpose, would you not certainly httTcr 
known it ? . 
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Answer. I believe that I should. 

Question. What was the general opinion, in yonr neighborhood^ 
previous to the last general election, as to the probable result of the 
election in your District and in this Coanty, if there was no military 
interference ? 

Answer. The prevailing opinion among persons in my 
Hundred was, that the Democratic party would get a majority 
of from 800 to 1000 in the County. The lowest estimate that 
I ever heard made in our Hundred was 100 Democratic 
majority for that Hundred. Others claimed 125 and 150. 

Question. What was the majority in your Hundred at the 
general election ? 

Answer. It was from 53 to 55. 

Question. Do you believe that the presence of the military there 
made a difference in the result of the election in favor of the Repub- 
lican party, as great as the difference would be between a majority 
of 53 or 65 and 100 ? 

Answer. I do, sir. I believe we should have got 100 
majority. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether, in- your judgment, there was. 
any necessity for the presence of the military at the polls to pre- 
serve the public peace, or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. I do not believe there was, sir. 

David Harringtobt, 



Thomas J. Marvel, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in West Dover Hundred, and voted at 
Hazlettyille. 

Question. How long have you been a voter ? 

Answer. • Thirty-two years. 

Question. Did you observe anything at or near the polls, at 
Hazlettville, on the 4th of November last, unusual, and different 
from what you had ever seen at elections before ? 

Answer. ITot for the first half hour, and then a military 
force, armed with guns and fixed bayonets, came up in double- 
quick time. The first I knew of them, I saw them forming in 
line about twenty yards from the polb. I stepped down that 
way to see. I saw Moses Eash, as the commanding officer, 
ordering them in line, and I heard him say to them: 
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" Forward — march T after ihey were in line. Thejr marclied 
towards the polls, bat had made bnt a few steps, when 
ke hallooed to them: "Double-quick time!" and they came 
running to the polls, and made a bayonet charge. As 
they got near the polls, he told them to charge, and others 
hallooed out : '' Stick the ba; onets in them I" Just at that time 
I put my hand on Daniel George's breast, who was hallooing : 
" Stick it in them I" and asked him why he did not tell them 
to quit it, instead of telling them to stick their bayonets into 
people. The next thing I saw, Moses Bash motioned with his 
arms, and told them to withdraw, and they did so. 

Question. Who is Moses Kash, of whom you speak as hayiitg 
had commaDd of the soldiers, and what is bis character in the neigi- 
borhood ? 

Answer. Moses Eash is a man that never could take care 
of himself, let alone anybody else ; and has always been said 
to do the dirty work of his party. 

Question. Is he such a man as the people of your Election Disk 
trict would have selected as an officer to secure a fair election ? 
^ Answer. He could not have been- elected by any means, by 
the majority of the people, for that purpose. 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers there produce great 
intimidation and dissatisfaction among any class of voters ? 

Answer. It did among a certain part of the Democrats-— 
timid men, I mean. 

Question. Did their presence appear to give confidence and 
satisfaction to the Republican voters ? 

Answer. It did, almost beyond measure. ^ 
Question. Was it generally understood, so far as you could 
judge, by persons of all parties, that the soldiers were there for the 
benefit of the Republican party, and the injury of the Democratie 
party? 

Answer. It was understood to be for that purpose, and no 
other. 

Question. Have you not, all your life, been an active Democrat, 
enjoying the confidence of the Democratic party, and knowing all 
its principal plans and purposes in reference to political campaigns f 

Answer. Yes^ sir. 

Question. I ask you whether you ever heard of a purpose or 
desire, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere with the polfe on 
the 4th of November last, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. I never did. 

Question. It has been rumored that there was a eombinatioB 
previous to the last election, by the Democrats of your District^, 
with a number of persons from Maryland^ to go armed to tim 
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polls in your Handred to prevent Union men or Republicans from 
voting. I ksk joa if there was any foundation for this ruiuor ? 

Answer. None that I know of. I do not believe there waa 
any such design. 

Question. If there had been any such purpose, from your posi- 
tion in the Democratic party, would you not certainly have 
known it ? 

Answer. I believe I should certainly have known it. 

Question. Mr. Marvel, from your acquaintance with the people 
of West Dover Election District, for a period of more than thirty 
years, and from your knowledge of their temper and disposition pre- 
vious to the last election, do you, or do you not, believe that there 
was any necessity for the presence of soldiers there on the last elec- 
tion day, to preserve the public peace, or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. I do not believe there was any necessity. 

Question. What Was the general opinion in your section of 
country, previous to the last election, as to the probable result, if 
the election was a fair one ? 

Answer. It was generally supposed that the Democrats 
would give a majority of 800 in the County, which was also 
my own opinion. 

Question. In view of this state of facts, was it not the interest of 
the Democratic party that the election should be a fair and peace- 
able one ? 

Answer. It was the interest of the party more than I ever 
thought before, to have a fair and peaceable election. It was 
the unanimous desire of the Democratic party, as I understood, 
that we should have a fair and peaceable election. 

Question. Will you please to state whether, at any time after 
the election, you were interfered with, and deprived of your liberty, 
by any portion of the soldiers who were present at Hazlettville on 
tiie day of the election, or by any other soldiers ? 

Answer. The day after the election, I was arrested in the 
town of Dover, by a part of the soldiers who had been at Haz- 
lettville, under the order of Moses Eash. When they walked 
up to me, Moses Eash pointed to me and said: " That is the 
man." The Colonel then said : " Take hold of him !" I asked 
them what I had said or done, that they should arrest n^e. 
Moses Eash replied that I would find out, and immediately 
told the soldiers to take hold of me, and they did so. They 
took me in front of Baker's Hotel, and kept me there about 
fifteen minutes. Then he (Eash) said to the soldiers: '*" Fetch 
that man this way." They took me from there to the Dover 
Depot ; there they guardea me for fifteen minutes^ I suppose ; 
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they then put me aboard the cars. Bash said to me as w^e went 

to the cars : " Mr. Marval, I never expected to have this do ; 
but you ought to know that the Government (or Administra- 
tion — I do not know which term he used) has got some power 
yet." After they put me aboard the cars, they carried me 
to Seaford, Delaware. When we arrived at Seaford, they put 
me aboard of a steamboat, the *' John Tucker." I was placed 
under guard in the front of the boat, on deck, exposed to the 
weather, which was cold, and remained there all night. In 
the morning, they took me in, and apolo^zed for keeping me 
out all night, saying they had forgotten me. They used me as 
cleverly as they could, as long as they kept me. They took 
me from Seaford to Vienna, said to be twenty miles. When 
we got to Vienna, the boat broke, and they had to telegraph 
for relief. I asked them, while they, were telegraphing for 
relief, to telegraph for me ; that I did noi believe any one had 
sworn against me. They said they had telegraphed for me. 
I did not ask them, and they did not tell me, whether they got 
any answer respecting me. They brought me back to Sesrford, 
and turned me over to Provost Marshal Ehodes Hazzard, who 
told me I could come home. 

By Mr. Cahall : 

Qaestion. Did yoa learn at that time, or have you learned since, 
upon what charge you were arrested, and taken to Seaford, and 
thence to Vienna ? 

Answer. I learned of no formal charge. 

Qaestion. Did you learn, while under arrest, and on board the 
steamboat, "John Tucker," in whose employ that boat was, and at 
what cost ? 

Answer. Tlearned, from the Captain, that it was in the em- 
ploy of the Government at a cost of $3000 a day. 

Question. You spoke, in a former part of your testimony, of 
being delivered over to Rhodes S. Hazzard, Provost Marshal, at 
Seaford — did he release you, and did he give you any reason for so 
doing ? 

Answer. Colonel Morris, one of the men on board of the 
boat, handed me a piece of writing which contained my release, 
on condition 6f my reporting myself to Mr. Hazzard, the Pro- 
vost Marshal at Seaford, within a reasonable time, whenever he 
should call me. He then asked me to sign the paper, which I 
did. P!e then handed the paper over to the said Mr. Hazzard^ 
who told me I could go home. 

Question. How many days was it from the time you wcro 
arrested in Dover, until you reached home again ? 
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Answer. I waif arrested on Wednesday, and reacted home 
tte Tuesday following. 

Thomas J. Marvel, 

John C. Carsons, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election ; 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. I voted kt Hazlettville. 

Question. Did you observe any outrages committed by the sol- 
diers who were there, upon any of the citizens of that Hundred ? 

Answer. I thought I did. The first knowledge I had of 
the soldiers. coming, was on. the afternoon previous to the elec- 
tion. I met a soldier of the Fourth Delaware, by the name of 
James Cochran, a boy raised in that neighborhood, on that day. 
He told me he had orders to report himself at the election. I 
asked him what for, and he went on to say, that they were' 
called to keep order. I told him I did not think there was any 
need of that. This talk led me to believe there would be 
s6me interference at the election. I went to the election, and 
saw soldiers there. After I had been there some time, there 
was some fuss arose at the polls. I did not consider it any un* 
usual disturbance. At the time, I was standing in the road in 
front of the building where the votes were taken. The fuss. 
was over Masculin Foreakers, who has always been a Demo- 
crat, according to my understanding, and I think I have 
known him. It was known that he could not read, and, I sup- 
pose, they just wanted to see if. he knew what he was going to 
vote. About this time, I heard them halloo for the soldiers. 
I heard Mr. Eash, about that time, declare that he would clear 
the polls. The soldiers came running, and charged on the 
•men at the polls. I was. standing, at the time, in front of the 
huilding in the middle of the street ; not having anything to 
defend myself, I stood still, and let them pass by. At this 
. time, they gathered up between myself and the window, so 
that I could not exactly see their operations. About that time, 
I was called off by Mr. Eli Kenton, a voter of our Hundred, and*, 
stood with him a few minutes, and then returned to the polls. 
By that time the soldiers had got back into the middle of the 
street, about; where I had been standing. Then I heard them 
talking about sending after the other soldiers. I them turned 
my attention to the voters, telling them to hurry up and vote 
before the other soldiers came, that I feared we would not 
get to vote at all. 



250 

Question. Do you know Moses Rash, of whom you have spoken 
as having been in command of the soldiers, and as having declared 
that he intended to clear the window ? 

Answer. I do. 

Question. How far did he live from you at that time ? 

Answer. Not over a mile. 

Question. What character does Mr. Bash bear in that neighbor* 
hood ? 

Answer. I would not like to take him for an example. 

Question. Is Mr. Kash a man who enjoys the confidence of the 
people of that neighborhood ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Is Mr. Rash a man who enjoys the confidence of the 
most respectable portion of his own party in that neighborhood ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. Is not Mr. Rash a violent, blustering, and fussy man« 
always in quarrels and lawsuits in his neighborhood ? 

Answer. So far as I know, he is. 

Question. Is he not a violent, prejudiced, and bitter partizan of 
the Republican party ? 

Answer. I think he is. 

Question. Is Mr. Rash a man such as the people of your Hun- 
dred would have selected as an officer, to secure a fair and impartial 
election ? 

Answer. I do not think he is. 

Question. Mr. Carsons, from your observation of the soldiers 
there that day, was it not apparent that they were acting in concert 
with and for the benefit of the Republican party ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of soldiers at Hazlettville, on the 4th of November last, to 
preserve the public peace, or secure a fair election ? 

Answer. None at all. I believe we might have voted in 
peace at any time during that day without them. 

Question. I ask you if the presence of the soldiers did not occa- 
sion most of the difficulty and trouble which occurred there that 
day? 

Answer. I believe it did. 

John 0. Carsons. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until ^ight o'olock; P. M. 



251 

Samb Day, 8 o'clock P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant 'to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Slay, Williams, Waples 
and Horsey. 

Philemon Scottex, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question.' Mr. Scotten, where did you vote on the day of the 
last general election ? 

Atiswer. At Hazlettville, in West Dover Hundred. 

Question. Will you please to state whether you observed any 
outrages committed by the soldiers who were present there, upon 
the voters of that District J 

Answer. I did. The soldiers there of the Fourth Delaware 
made a bayonet charge on the people at the polls. They stuck 
^ bayonet in me, but did not hurt me much, but would have 
done so, if I had not warded it off. They stuck a bayonet 
into my face. 

Question. What was the cause of their sticking their bayonets 
Into you ? 

Answer. I suppose they had orders from the Provost Mar- 
shal to do so. 

Question. Had you been guilty of any disorderly conduct or 
breach of the peace ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I had not. 

Question. Did you hear Moses Rash order that charge ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not hear him. I heard others say 
they heard him order the charge. I heard him say that he 
vrould clear the window, and saw him when he went off to 
do it. 

Question. Did he claim that he had the right to drive the voters 
away from the window ? 

Answer. He said he had the power, but he did not show 
any power when he came there. 

Question. Did you hear him threaten to close the polls that 
day? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did he claim that he had the authority to close the 
polls, and stop the election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; he said so. 

Question. What kind of a man is Moses Bash { 
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Answer. I can hardly tell you ; he does not bear a very 
good character among the people as a general thing, so far as 
I have heard of him. 

Qaestion. Is he sach a man as the people would be likely to 
select as a Provost Marshal to secare a fair election and equal 
rights to members of all political parties ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I should judge not. 

Qaestion. Is he a peaceable, quiet, and orderly man, or is he 
himself a blustering, quarrelsome, and domineering man ? 

Answer. He is anything else but a peaceable, quiet man, so 
far as I know him. 

Question. Is he not a man that would use any official position 
he might be intrusted with for the promotion of his own ends, and 
the benefit of his own political party ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question. Did not the soldiers there that day appear to be 
acting in concert with the Republican party, for the benefit of that 
party, and the injury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I think so. 

Question. Did their presence produce much intimidation among 
any class of voters there ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; among some of the Democrats. There 
was one man, by the name of William Jones, whom we had 
work to prevail on to go up between the bayonets and vote. 

Question. Did, or did not, their presence appear to give con- 
fidence and satisfaction to the Republican voters ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it seemed to please them very much, so 
&r as I heard. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of soldiers at the polls at Hazlettville, to preserve the 
public peace, or to insure a fair election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I could not see that there was any. 

Question. Did not their presence there occasion most of the 
difficulty that occurred about the polls that day ? 

Answer. Yes sir. 

Question. Was not their presence calculated to produce a great 
deal of excitement and bad feeling between the members of the two 
parties ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; it was, I think. It created a good deal 
of bad feeling with me, I know. 

Question. It has been rumored that there was a combination 
between the Democrats of Dover West Election District, and car* 
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tain persons in Maryland, to go armed to the polls, and drive XTuioti 
usen or Repablicans away. I ask yon, sir, if there was any truth 
in any such rumors ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I do not think there was any truth in it* 
X live close to the Maryland line, and if there had been any 
truth in it, I should have been apt to have heard it. 

Philemon Scotten, 

Charles BrowN; sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Quesiion. Mr. Brown, where did you reside on the day of the 
last general election in this State, and where did you vote ? 

Answer, I resided in Dover, and voted,at the State House. 

Question. How long have you been voter ? 

Answer. Forty -four years. 

Question. Did you observe anything at or near the polls on that 
day, unusual and different from what you had ever seen before at 
elections ? If so, please state what it was. 

Answer. I saw a number of men in United States uniform, 
some of them with side-arms — perhaps all — and revolvers, 
busy at the polls ; and, in two instances; assaulting unarmed 
citizens. Several of them, perhaps six or seven at a time, 
striking, beating citizens ; and, in one instance at least, that 
number had a citizen down on the ground, strikiiig at him, 
and stamping him with their feet ; one, at least, crying : " Kill 
the damned secessionist!" I interfered to prevent the man 
from being killed, and with the assistance of some others en- 
abled him to escape. Some time after, I saw several of these 
Boldiers around another man, trying to pick a quarrel with 
him. I went to the man, took him by the arm and attempted 
to lead him away to prevent another disturbance. These sol- 
diers, or men in uniform, immediately commenced an attack ; 
pursuing the man and striking at him for some distance, until 
a number of citizens' assisted to take the man off the ground. 
While the soldiers were beating and stamping the first-men- 
tioned man lying on the ground, the acting Sheriff, Mr. Hill, 
came to the spot, and called upon them to keep the peace. 
Several of the soldiers began cursing him, and threatening to 
serve him in the same manner. About this time, a company 
of soldiers, said to belong to the Maryland Home Guards, who 
had been standing in line in sight of the polls, some fifty yards 
oflf, I suppose, charged bayonets, as I supposed, upon the sol- 
diers that were assaulting the citizens; but instead of doing 
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so, they charged obliquely to the right, when they came near 
the spot, upon the people at the polls, where I have no recol- 
lection at this time of having seen any disturbance at that 
time. During the day, immediately after the charge of the 
soldiers I think, I went to Dr. Jump, and told him those soldiers 
were making great disturbance, which might become serious, 
and lead to bloodshed. He told me he had nothing to do with 
their being there, and had no control over them. I then went 
to Colonel George P. Fisher, and told him that I knew he had 
authority over the soldiers present, that he would be held 
responsible for the disturbance and violence that had taken place, 
and which might, in the end, prove serious, and begged of him 
to have them taken away, that I was perfectly satisfied that 
all would go on harmoniously if such was done. He told me 
he held himself responsible for their presence, and declined to 
give any orders for their removal. Not only have I never seen 
such proceedings at elections, but I never saw before a man in 
uniform, or a man armed with any kind of arms, at an election. 
I might say the particular cause for my asking those gentle* 
men to have the soldiers removed was, that after the charge of 
the Maryland Home Guards upon the people at the polls, they 
formed in line near the polls, some thirty or forty yards off, I 
presume, and appeared to load their arms with ball car* 
tridges. 

Question. Did yort witness more than one charge of bayonets 
that day ? 

Answer. I think there were twOi 

Question. I ask yott whether, in your judgmont, there was any 
necessity for either of those charges ? 

Answer. Except the first charge was made for the purpose 
of driving off the soldiers who were maltreating the citizens, 
I saw no cause for the use of any force whatever, civil or mill* 
tary. 

Question. I will ask you whether, from your observation, most, 
if not all, the trouble that occurred at the polls in this place, was 
not caused by the soldiers themselves ? 

Answer. All that I saw was, and I was at the polls nearly 
all day. I went late in the day to Major Knight, and told 
him, in the presence of several of them, that he could see that 
the drunken soldiers were creating all the disturbances, and 
begged of him, as I had done of Colonel Fisher, to have them 
sent away. He gave me no satisfaction, but shortly after, a 
number of them collected in a group near where he was, and 
with three cheers for the " Delaware Fourth," mal:«hed off to* 
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wards Mr. Baker's Hotel, and I saw no more of them. I may 
mention that the first one of those attacks of the soldiers npon 
an unarmed citizen grew out of an apparent attempt of some Ee- 
publican gentlemen to force an old man (I think they called 
kim Mr. Chapman — I am not acquainted with him,) up to the 
polls to vote their ticket, which he seemed to be resisting. 

Question. From your observation of the conduct of the soldiers, 
was it, or was it not, apparent that they were acting in concert with 
one of the political parties ; and if so, with which ? 

Answer. I saw abundant evidence to satisfy me that they 
were brought there by the party opposed to the Democratic 
party, to aid it in the election then going on. 

Question. Have you not, all your life, been a Democrat, and 
were you not active in the last political campaign, enjoying the con- 
fidence of the party, and generally consulted in reference to its plans 
and purposes ? 

Answer. I can say, to the first part, that I have never 
acted in any single instance in my life with any other 
than the Democratic party, and I believe that I have enjoyed ^ 
its confidence fully throughout all that time, and think 
I have known most, if not all, of its plans and intentions, aa 
much so as any other individual. 

Question. I ask you, in view of these facts, whether you ever 
heard the intimation of a purpose or desire, on the part of the 
Democrats, to interfere with the polls on the 4th of November last, 
BO as to prevent a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. I never did. I might say further, that in the forty* 
odd years I have been connected with the Democratic party, 
1 never heard in its secret council, or elsewhere, or knew of 
any desire or intention to interfere with elections by force or 
fraud of any kind. I wish that to be mt down under the 
Bolemnity of the oath I have just taken. ^ 

•Question. Did you not frequently meet and address the Demo- 
cratic voters in this County, in almost every section of the County, 
daring the late political canvass, and had you not an opportunity to 
understand the temper aifd disposition of the Democratic voters of 
the County previous to the last general election ? 

Answer. I should think I had, to a considerable extent. 
. Question. I ask you, in view of this fact, whether, in your 
judgment, there was any necessity for the presence of the military 
at the polls, on the 4th of November last, either at this or any 
other voting place in this County, to preserve the public peace, or 
insure a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. I saw or heard nothing anywhere, calculated to 
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induce the belief in the mind of any one that any extraordina* 
ry force, or force of any kind, would be required anywhere, to 
keep the peace or to insure a fair election. And although it was 
reported for some time before the election that the friends of 
the Administration of the General Government intended to bring 
United States soldiers into this State for the purpose of carry- 
ing the election, I refused to believe it imtil their arrival had 
actually taken place. 

Question. Did you see any person, on the day of the election, 
interfere with any voter, and attempt to prevent him from voting 
his sentiments, and induce or coerce him to vote contrary to his 
sentiments ? 

Answer. I have stated the case of Mr. Chapman. On an- 
other occasion, Mr. James L. Heverin called my attention to 
an apparent controversy between a Lieutenant, with the United 
States uniform on, (I think it was mentioned that he was a 
son of John W. Cullen,) and a young man in United States 
uniform. The Lieutenaint seemed desirous of persuading 
him to vote the ticket, as he said, in favor of the Government 
The private, as I understood him, said he had always voted 
the Democratic ticket. The Lieutenant said to him that that 
ticket was against the Government, and that he had "sworn to 
support the Government, and must vote a ticket to support i% 
or that he must not vote the Democratic ticket — I do not re- 
member exactly which phrase he used. I did not see the end 
of the controversy, but I understood from M'r. Heverin that the 
young man voted the Eepublican ticket. I do not know the 
fact. 

Question. I will ask you what was the general estimate, previous 
to the last general election, as to the probable result of that election 
in this County, if there was no interference by the military, and the 
election was a fair oi^ ? 

Answer. The estimates were various ; but I think it was 
the general impression that there would be one thousand ma- 
jority for the Democratic party, and especially that a large 
majority was expected after the little election. 

Question. I ask whether, therefore, it was not the interest, as 
well as the desire of the Democratic party, that the election sl^ould 
be a perfectly fair and peaceable one ? 

Answer. Certainly. In this County, and in Sussex County, 
where I was during the canvass, their hopes of greatest success 
there, and in the State, by Democrats, was in a fair, full, and 
peaceable election. 

Chablks Browk. 
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On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 8J o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing- 



Friday, February 26tli, 1863— 8J o'clock, A. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay and "Waples. 
Lazarus Turner, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Turner, where do you reside, and where did you 
▼ote on the day of the last general election in this State ? 

Answer. In Broad Creek Hundred, Sussex County. 

Question. Will you please to state whether there were soldiers 
at or near the polls on that day ; and if so, what position they 
occupied in reference to the polls ? 

Answer. There were soldiers there, and they pitched tents 
around the house where the votes were received. They formed 
a line, and a portion of them occupied the space within the 
line. A portion of the soldiers were stationed on the outside of 
the line. They kept guard at the place of entrance. When 
we first opened the election, the place of entry was exactly 
opposite the window, but that was soon closed. I soon found 
that I could not be admitted there. They had then changed 
the place of entrance, and I saw several go in thereat, and be- 
fore I could get there, that place of entry was closed. I then 
went to the third place of entry, as I supposed ; there I re- 
mained trying to be admitted in to vote, for at least two hours, 
but was not able to enter. Then I became disgusted at the 
conduct and determined on leaving the place, and did leave, 
and got some hundred yards from the place of voting, and was 
followed' up by several of my friends and persuaded to return, 
and did return, and made another attempt to get in at the place 
of entry in order to vote, and still did not succeed, I got 
more than ever disgusted, and determined to leave for home, 
knd I did go home without voting. After getting home and 
resting a few minutes, I went back to tho place of entry I had 
formerly left when I started for home, I there found several 
persons standing near the same position I left them in when I 
started for home. They let mq know that they had been 
trying to vote — the main body of these persons wero Demo* 

B 
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crats— during the whole of my absence, and had not suc- 
ceeded. 

Qaestion. What time in the day did yon get to vote ? 

Answer. I think it was near four o'clock. 

Question. What time in the morning was it when you first at- 
tempted to vote ? 

Answer. Very soon after the opening of the polls. I have 
usually been, for a number of years, Judge in the house. On 
those occasions I usually waited until a later time to vote. 

Question. You have stated that you have usually been a Judge 
of the election. Had you not, as Judge of election, a good oppor- 
tunity to observe and understand what was going on outside ? 

Answer. So far as the conduct of people at the window 
was concerned, I had. 

Question. How long have you been a voter ? 

Answer. Forty -two years. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether you ever, in your life, saw or 
heard of so much difficulty in voting as there was in your place on 
the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. So far as the Democratic party was concerned, I 
never did. 

Question. You have stated that you stood in one position at the 
place which yott understood to have been fixed as a place of en- 
trance for the voters to the polls, making efforts to get to the polls 
to deposit your ballot. I ask you whether, during that time, any 
other person was admitted, and did go to the polls and vote ? 

Answer. They were at it all the time — of the opposite 
party. 

Question. Do I understand you to say that there was no 
difficulty in members of the Republican party getting to the polls 
during this time ? 

Answer. I saw none, because they would take them over 
the rope, or wherever they pleased. They could enter in any 
position. 

Question. I ask you whether all the difficulty in getting to vote 
was not confined to the Democrats ? 

Answer. I think it was. 

Question. I ask you whether the soldiers who were present there* 
were not acting in concert with the Republican party, for the bene- 
fit of that party, and the injury^ of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. It had that appearance to me. 
Question. I ask you whether the Republicans did not ap- 
pear to be confident and jubilant at the presence of th^ BoldidCB, 
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and whether the Democrats did not appear to be digsatisiSed, de- 
pressed, and intimidated by their presence ? 

Answer. I answer that in the affirmative. 

Question. Mr. Turner, have stated that there were persons per*' 
mitted to remain within the space inclosed by the line which was 
drawn around the voting place. I will ask you who those persons 
were ? 

Answer. There were certain persons who went in and 
out of this space when they pleased, and took whom they 
pleased. These persons, who had this liberty, had badges or 
ribbons of diflferent kinds, blue and red, in the button-holes of 
their coats. 

Question. Were those persons members of both political par- 
ties, or were they confined to one party ? 

Answer. One party — what they call the Union party. 
They call themselves Eepublicans. I call them Whigs, that 
being the old name by whicK we knew the opposition. 

Question. I ask you, sir, if Henry Betts was not also permitted 
to be in that ring during that whole day whenever he saw lit ? 

Answer. He was stationed in there all the time I was about 
the polls. 

Question. Was he acting as Provost Marshal, and, as such, had 
he command of the soldiers who were there ? 

Answer. He was acting as such ; he held that position. 

Question. Are you well acquainted with Henry Betts f 

Answer. Not intimately. 

Question. What kind of a man is Henry Betts understood to be, 
so far as your knowledge extends, in Broad Creek Hundred ? 

Answer. He is a very strong party man^ 

Question. I ask you whether he is such a man as the people 
of Broad Creek Hundred would have selected for the office of Pro- 
vost Marshal, if they had desired an officer to secure a fair and im- 
partial election ? 

Answer. I should say, far from it. 

Question. I ask you if he is not understood to be a man who 
would use any official position he might occupy for the promotion of 
the interests of his own political party ? 

Answer. It is my idea that he would. 

Question. You have stated that so fAr as the Democratic party 
was concerned, you never saw as much difficulty in voting at any 
other election as at the last general election. Do yon mean by that» 
that the Democratic party created and guve difficolty that day ? 
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. Answer. There was no trouble occasioned by the Demd- 
cratic party. The difficulty appeared to be occasioned by the 
soldiers, in conjunction with the Eepublicans, who seemed to be 
trying to prevent the Democrats from voting, thus occasioning 
the difficulty. 

Question. I ask you whether you ever knew at any election, pre- 
vious to the 4th of November last, of any persons of any party 
having the least trouble in getting to vote ? 

. Answer. I have seen difficulties in voting at the window 
frequently, by unruly persons causing some pulling and haul- 
ing ; but I never before saw a concentrated effi)rt, on the part 
of members of one party, to prevent members . of the other 
party from voting. 

Question. Have you not been all your life-time a Democrat, and 
do you not enjoy the confidence of the Democratic party, knowing 
all its principal plans and purposes ? 

Answer. I have always been a Democrat. I never voted 
any other ticket, and I think I do enjoy the confidence of the 
Democratic party, and generally know its principal plans and 
purposes. 

Question. I ask you if you ever heard the intimation of a desire 
or purpose, on the part of the Dembcrats, to interfere with the polls 
so as to prevent a fair election, on the 4th of November last ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. It has been stated by the Governor of the State, in 
his testimony before this Committee, in substance, that he wrote to 
Colonel Wallace to place a portion of his command in Broad Creek 
Hundred, Little Creek Hundred, Baltimore Hundred, and Dags- 
borough Hundred, on the day of the last general election to preserve 
the public peace at the polls, and that he also solicited the Secrietary 
of War to send troops into this State for a similar purpose ; and 
gave, as his reason for so doing, that he was informed by a number 
of reliable persons in Baltimore and other Hundreds, whose names 
he could not recollect, that there was a combination by the Demo- 
crats of Baltimore Hundred, with certain Secessionists, amounting 
to fifteen or twenty, in the State of Maryland, headed by one Curtis 
W. Jaqobs, to come into Baltimore Hundred on the day of the last 
general election, and prevent Union men from voting ; and also that 
he understood there was a man, whose name he did not recollect, 
who stood at the polls in Broad Creek Hundred on the day of the 
little election, with a drawn revolver, threatening the Union men, 
alleging that they should not vote. I ask you whether the facts 
stated by the Governor as his reason^ for making this request, 
were or were not true ? 

Answer. On the day of the little election alluded to in thai 
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question, there was a certain man, by the name of Jaaper 
Dawson, with a pistol drawn. I was in the house, confined 
with the other Judge, and near the close of the little election 
I saw Mr. Jasper Dawson with a pistol, but I think the most 
of the voting was over at that time, and that they raised a fuss 
outside of the window, within three or four feet of it. I do 
not think it was to prevent any person from voting. I heard 
no threats that Union men should not vote. I think the fuss 
had no relation to politics. I considered it an outdoor fuss. I 
do not know whether they were both of the same political party, • 
or of different parties. I never heard the least syllable of the 
combination between the Democrats of Delaware and the 
Secessionists of Maryland referred to. 

Question. If there had been such combication, from your posi- 
tion in the Democratic party, would you not certainly have known it ? 

Answer. I think I should have been most likely to have 
heard something of it. 

Question. Mr. Turner, was there, in your judgment, any neces- 
sity for the presence of the military in Broad Creek Hundred, or 
any other voting place in Sussex County, on the day of the last 
general election, to preserve the public peace, or insure a fair and 
impartial election ? 

Answer. I should not suppose there was in the least. 

Question. I am requested to ask you, Mr. Turner, whether, in 
your judgment, the presence of the soldiers in Broad Creek Hun- 
dred produced any diflference in the result of that election from what 
it would have been if they had not been. present ; and if so, in favor 
of what political party, and to what extent ? 

Answer. I think it did make a difference. I think the 
Democratic party would have received from thirty to forty 
more votes than they did. I mean that thirty or forty of 
those who voted the Eepublican ticket would have voted the 
Democratic ticket had not the soldiers been present, which 
yrould have made a difference in the result Df from sixty to 
eighty votes in favor of the Democratic party. 

Lazaeus Turner. 



James L. Heverin, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Heverin, did you see, on the day of the last 
general election, or hear any military Officer in the service of the 
Vnited States interfere, or attempt to interferei with any voter ii 
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DoTer Hundred, to prevent him from voting in accordance with his 
own political sentiments, and to force him, by threats or otherwise, to 
vote against his declared political sentiments ? 

Answer. I believe I did. I saw Lieutenant Hezekiah 
CuUen, a son of John W. CuUen, ask James Steel, a member 
of his company, and a private, to show him his ticket. He 
handed him his ticket, and Cnllen said : " This is a Demo- 
cratic ticket." He replied : " I nevei voted anything else, 
except at the last little election." Said Cullen then tore up 
the Democratic ticket, and gave him a Eepublican ticket, witn 
a flag on the back of it> and said: "You must vote that;" 
caught hold of him, and said : *' Come along." I remarked : 
"We are not under martial law here." He said: "I will 
show you ;" and then said : *' Come on," with an air of 
tyrannical authority. I think I said to Steel: "Stop, I 
will give you a ticket." From that Steel hesitated, and Cullen 
caught hold of him, and pulled him up to the polls, and he 
voted the ticket that Cullen gavfe him, which was, I have no 
doubt, a Eepublican ticket, because it had a flag on the back 
of it, and the Democrats had no tickets of that kind. Steel told 
me just previously . that he wanted to vote a Democratic 
ticket. 

Question. Is Hezekiah Cullen a man of substance and position 
in the community, having a greater interest and larger stake in the 
welfare of the community than a majority of the voters of this 
Hundred ? 

Answer. I think not. He is barely of age, if he is of age ; 
and previous to being commissioned, was entirely dependent on 
his father. 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers in this Hundred and 
County, on the 4th of November last, contribute to produce a fair 
and impartial election, or did their presence contribute to prevent 
a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. I think they contributed to prevent a fair and 
impartial election. I think it made a difference in the result 
of the election of sixty votes against the Democratic party in 
the Hundred, and of several hundred in the County. I do 
not think any better plan could have been devised to defeat 
the Democratic party. 

J. L. Heverik. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 

The Committee adjourned until half-past eight o'clock^ 
p. M.> on Monday next. ^ » 
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Monday, March 2, 1863, 8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — ^Messrs. Saulsburj, Hitch, Slay, Horsey and Waples. 

NuNUS H. CovERDALE, affirmed and examined. 

By the Chairman. 

Question. Mr. Coverdale, were you, at any time preyious to the 
last election, consulted in reference to the propriety of bringing sol- 
diers into this State, to be present at the election ? 

Answer. I was, sir. 

Question. By whom were you consulted ? 

Answer. It would be out of my power to state all by whom 
I was consulted. I can recollect some of them. Nathaniel B. 
Smithers, Hon. George P. Fisher, Mr. John Fletcher Clements, 
and others. These are all I can .recollect at this time. 

Question. Where were you at the time you were consulted ? 

Answer. In the Hon. George P. Fisher's parlor. 

Question. Were you sent for to come here for that purpose ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were you ever sent for to meet those gentlemen, or 
any other gentlemen, to consult in reference to that subject ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Was the time, to which you have alluded, at which you 
were consulted in Mr. Fisher's parlor, the only time that you were 
consulted in reference to that subject ? 

Answer. The same subject was spoken of on another oc- 
casion in the same place, and by nearly the same persons. 

Question. What opinion did you give those gentlemen in refer- 
ence to the propriety of bringing soldiers into this State, to be 
present on the election day ? 

Answer. The opinion that I gave was, that I thought it 
would not be proper to send troops, but afterwards I rather 
changed my opinion, after seeing the effect the troops had at 
the polls. 

Question. Do I understand you to say, that previous to the 
election, at the times when you were consulted, you gave it as your 
opinion that it would not be proper to send troops into this State 
to be present at the polls, and that you only changed that opinion 
after having seen the effect of the soldiers at the polls 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were yon a candidate upon the Union ticket at the 
last electioA ; if so, for what position ? 
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Answer. I was a candidate for Bepresentative to the 
General Assembly. 

The Chairman. Mr. Coverdale, we are through with your .exam-- 
ination, please to sign your testimony as you have delivered it to 
the Committee. v 

The Witness. I request a copy. 

The Chairman. Certainly, you can take a copy. 

N. H. CovaRDALR 



Pabis T. Carlisle, sworn and examined. 

By tlie Chairman : 

Question. Were you Prorost Marshal for South Murderkill 
Hundred on the day of the last general election ? ' 

Answer. I was. 

Question. When did yon receive your commission as Provosi 
Marshal ? 

Answer. I do not know the date, it was several days before 
the election. 

Question. From whom did you receive the commission ? 

Answer. It had Edwin M. Stanton's name on it. 

Question. Have you the commission with you ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not bring it. 

Question. Was there an order accompanying the commission 
directing you to report to General Wool, or any other person ? 

Answer. There was. 

Question. From whom was that order ? 

Answer. Major James E. Lofland, Provost Marshal 
General. 

Question. Did you notice the handwriting in which your com- 
mission from Mr. Stanton was filled up ? 

Answer. I did not, particularly. 

Question. Do you recollect whether it was the same handwriting 
as that of the order from James R. Lofland ? 

Answer. Not having noticed it particulary, I could not say 
on oath. 

Question. Were you consulted in reference to your appointment 
as Provost Marshal before you received the commission I 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were you ever consulted, previous to the election, in 
reference to the propriety or necessity of bringing armed soldiers 
into this State, to be present on the day of the last general election { 
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Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were you ever present when the subject of the intro-^ 
duction of troops for that purpose was discussed or spoken of ? 

Answer. I might have heard it spoken of in the stores. 
I never was in any meeting. 

Question. Did you believe previous to the election, or do you 
believe now, that there was any necessity for the presence of armed 
soldiers at the polls in South Murderkill Hundred, to preserve the 
public peace, or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Why did you believe that soldiers were necessary in 
South Murderkill Hundred on the day of the election, to preserve 
the public peace or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. At our previous elections there has always been 
a great deal of difficulty for peaceable citizens to vote, and 
under the extra excitement, I tholight it necessary. 

Question. I ask you whether you recollect any previous election 
at which the citizens of that Hundred were prevented from voting 
their sentiments ? 

Answer. I remember where men had to be dragged away, 
from the polls to give them room to get up to vote. 

Question. Is it not a usual thing, in closely contested elections, 
for each party to ipake au effort to get their votes into the box at 
as early an hour in the day as possible ? 

Answer. I believe it is. 

Question. I ask you whether the strife incident to this effort was 
not the only difficulty you have heretofore seen at the elections in 
your Hundred ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether there was any difficulty at the 
little election, which was the last election previous to the general 
election on the 4th of November, sufficient to require the presence 
of an armed soldiery at the polls, to preserve the public peace or 
insure a fair election ? 

Answer. There being troops there at the little election, we 
had it very quiet, hence I cannot say. 

Question. Were the troops, that were at Felton on the day of 
the little election, brought there for the purpose of preserving the 
public peace, and were they placed under the command of a Provost 
Marshal, or any other officer or person, who was a citizen of that 
Hundred, and a voter at that place 7 

Answer. I only know that they were there, and that we 
had^ayery quiet election. 
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Question. Please to state, if you know, for what purpose they 
were there ? 

Answer. I think I answered that in the former question, 
when I said I only knew that they were there. 

Question. Do you mean to say by that, that you do not know 
the purpose for which they were there ? 

Answer. I do. ^ 

P. T. Carlisle, 



Jonathan Carrow, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. In Camden, North Murderkill Election District 

Question. Were there armed soldiers in Camden, at or near the 
polls on that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
• Question. How far were they stationed from the polls ? 

Answer. About fifty feet, I should judge. 

Question. Had they their arms when stationed fifty feet from 
the polls ? 

Answer. No, sir ; their arms were stacked near by them. 

Question. Do you know where the soldiers, of whom you have 
spoken, were from ? 

Answer. From New York, I understood the officers to say ; 
they did not say of what, regiment. 

Question. Were any other soldiers there ? 

Answer. None in arms ; there were a few of one of the 
Delaware regiments there, to vote, I suppose. I am not certain 
whether they belonged to the Fourth Delaware or not. 

Question. Are you sure that the Delaware soldiers, who were' 
present, had not their side-arms ? 

Answer. I do not recollect seeing any with their arms. 
Question. Who was Provost Marshal there that day, having 
charge of the soldiers ? 

Answer. William Lord. 

Question. Will you please to state who Mr. William Lord is, 
and what are his politics ? 

Answer. He is the son of Edward Lord, in Camden ; his 
politics are of the Union party, professedly. 
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Question. Are you not, and have you not been for many years a 
member of the Democratic party, enjoying the confidence of the 
Democratic party, and knowing all its principal plans and purposes, 
in reference to political campaigns ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I presume so. 

Question. Did you ever hear an intimation of a purpose or 
desire, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere with the polls on 
the 4th of November last, to prevent a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never have. 

Question. If there had been any such purpose, from your posi- 
tion in the Democratic party, would you not certainly have known 
it? 

Answer. I certainly should. 

Question. I ask you whether, in your judgment, there was any 
necessity for the presence of the military in North Murderkill Hun- 
dred, or at any other voting place in this County, on the 4th of 
November last, to preserve the public peace, or insure a fair and 
impartial election ? 

Answer. None whatever, in my opinion. 

Question. I ask you whether their presence was not calculated 
to produce and did not produce great dissatisfaction and intimida- 
tion among the voters of one of the political parties f 

Answer. I should suppose that it was calculated to produce 
that eflfect, and did produce it among the voters of the Demo- 
cratic party. 

Question. Had their presence the same effect upon the Republi- 
can voters ? 

Answer. No, sir. I thought some of them seemed to be 
overbearing and tyrannical. 

Jonathan Carrow. 



Elijah B. Register, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Register, do you reside in Camden, in North 
Murderkill Hundred, and did you vote in that place on the day of 
the last general election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were there armed soldiers at or near the polls at 
any time during the day ; if so, please state how near to the polls, 
and how many there were of them, as nearly as you can judge ? 

Answer. I think, perhaps, about forty or fifty feet, and I 
tlunk about forty or fifty men. 
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Qaestion. Do you recollect whether, at any time daring the day, 
they were drawn up in position to charge upon the Toters in front 
of the polls ? 

Answer. . There was a disturbance arose at the polls in 
regard to a vote about to be taken from Garrett Luff, residing 
at this time, and at that time — ^I cannot say how long before/ 
perhaps five or six months — in Washington. During the dis- 
turbance, some person, I know not whom, called to the officer; 
I know not what was said to him ; immediately they fell into 
rank, with their arms at charge, and. came up within, I sup- 
pose, ten feet of the crowd. I stepped myself up towards them 
and importuned the officer — a Captain, I suppose — not to ad- 
vance any further, that the disturbance at that moment was a 
difficulty between two men not concerned in the election, in 
my opinion. At that instant, William P. Lord, said to be the 
Provost Marshal, stepped up by the side of me, and ordered 
them to return to their station, and they did so. 

Question. Who is William P. Lord, of whom you have spoken 
as Provost Marshal for Camden on that day, and what are hifl 
politics ? 

Answer. He is a son of Edward Lord. I believe from 
what I can learn, he is with the Kepublican party. I never 
have questioned him. 

Question. Was the presence of soldiers calculated to produce, 
and did their presence produce great dissatisfaction and intimida- 
tion among any class of voters in Camden on that day ? 

Answer. I think it did, generally among the Democrats. 

Question. Did their presence produce the same effect upon the 
Republican voters there that day ? 

Answer. I think not. They appeared to be better satisfied 
than the Democrats did. 

Question. Did not the Republicans generally appear to be re- 
joiced and jubilant at the presence of the soldiers ? 

Answer. I cannot say that I witnessed anything like great 
rejoicing among them. 

Question. Have you not been for many years an active Demo* 
crat, enjoying the confidence of the party, and knowing its principiil 
plans and purposes ? 

Answer. I have always been a Democrat, and been in good 
fellowship with them; not very active in the cause, and there- 
fore I cannot say how I stood. 

Question. Did you ever hear the intimation of a purpose or de- 
sire, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere with the polls on the 
4th of November last, so as to prevent a fair and impartial eleetiofi 1 
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Answer. No, sir. 

Question. I ask you whether, in your judgment, there was any 
necessity for the presence of the military at the polls in your hun- 
dred to preserve the public peace or insure a fair and impartial 
election ? 

Answer. I think not, sir. 

E. B. Eegister. 



John" F. Clements, sworn and examined. • 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Clements, where do you reside, and where did 
you vote on the 4th of November last ? 

Answer. I reside in Camden, and voted in Camden, North 
Murderkill District. 

Question. Were there armed soldiers at or near the polls in 
Camden that day ; if so, state as nearly as you can judge how many 
there were ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were armed soldiers there ; about 
forty, I think. 

Question. Do you know where they were from ? 

Answer. TJaey told me that they were from Fort McHenry. 

Question. Do you know of what State they were citizens ? 

Answer. They said that they were of the Sixth New York 
Battery of Heavy Artillery. 

Question. What were they armed with when they arrived at 
Camden ? 

Answer. I think they were Springfield rifles with bayonets. 

Question. Do you know by what conveyance they were brought 
to Camden ? 

Answer. I think, sir, by the cars. 

Question. Do you know about what hour they arrived there, 
and on what day ? 

Answer. They arrived there on the 3d daj'- of November, 
between 11 and 12 o'clock at night, I think. 

Question. Do you know where they went upon their arrival at 
Camden, and upon whom they called to furnish them with quarters ? 

Answer. They called upon me, sir, to furnisb them quar- 
ters. I conducted them to the Academy, and there made them 
as comfortable as I could. 

QaestioD. Were you a Trustee of the Academy ? 



210 

Answer. No, I think not. I was one of the School Com* 
Inittee, who generally had charge of the Academy. 

Qaestion. Had you previously obtained permission of the ^Trwh 
tees or Committee to quarter the soldiers in the Academy ? 

Answer. X had not ; but I knew that most of them were 
Union men, and I knew that it would be all right. 

Question. Do you know why they called upon you to famish 
them with quarters ? 

Answer. I do not, sir. 

Question. Had you learned, previous to their arriTai, that the/ 
Would be in Camden that night, or at any other time ? 

Answer. I had, sir, 

Question. When did you learn it, sir ? 

Answer. I do not remember, but I think it was two ot 
three weeks before the election that it was supposed they woul4 
be there. 

Question. From whom did you receive the information, two or 
three weeks previous to the election, that it was supposed they 
would be there ? 

Answer. I do not remember precisely whom, but there was 
e number of us consulted together relative the necessity of 
bringing troops into our State on the day of the election, so as 
to secure a fair, peaceable, quiet election, as some of the peace 
men had been buying a great many revolvers, and having, 
brought from Philadelphia a great many buckshot, and a con^ 
siderable amount of bars of lead. 

Question. Will you please to state, as nearly as you can recollect, 
the names of the persons to whom you have alluded, and with whom 
you state you consulted in reference to bringing soldiers into 
the State for the purposes you have stated, and in consideration of 
the causes which you have related ? 

Answer. I do not know that I could. I talked with the 
tJnion men generally) and they with me. I could not give 
you their liames. 

Question. Do you, or do you not, recollect the names of any of 
the persons to whom you have alluded ? 

Answer. Yes ; I can tell you some of them. 

The Chairman. Please to state them as far as you recoUeq^ 
them. 

The Witness. I talked with Mr. George P. Fisher, Mr» 
Charles H. B. Day, Ut. Edwin Wilmer, I think, Mr. Nathaniel 
B. SmithetS) Mr. James B. Loflaiid> and others 
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Question. I ask yoa whether, at the consaltfltions with the pef^ 
sons you hare alladed to, it was determined to make an effort to 
procure the introduction of United States troops into this State, to 
be present on the day of the election ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; for the purpose of securing a fail* 
election. 

Question. How was it determined that the effort shotild beJ 
made, and through whose instrumentality ? 

Answer* I cannot say. 

Question. Was there any person fixed upon, through whom the 
effort should be made ? 

Answer. I do not know What person Was i5xed upon for 
that purpose. 

Question. Do you know who did make the request 7 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Have you never heard by whom the request was 
made of the Secretary of War, or of any other person having com- 
mand of any portion of the United States troops, to send soldiers 
into this State for the purpos|^ before alluded to ? 

Answer. I believe, sir, that hearsay is tio evidence in 
Court. 

Question. Do you decline to say whether you have heard by 
whom the request was made, of persons alluded to in the foregoing 
question, to send troops into this State, to be present on the day of 
the election ? 

Answer. I think, sir, that 1 have answered as much as I 
know on that subject. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether George P. Fisher ever told 
you, or said in your presence, that he had solicited, or intended to 
solicit, of the Secretary of War, or any other person, the sending of 
troops into this State, to be present on the 4th of November last ? 

Answer. I do not now remember. 

Question. I ask you when you first learned definitely that troops 
would be present in this State on the election day ? 

Answer. I learned it conclusively and positively on the 
3d and 4th of November. 

Question. From whom did you learn it ? 

Answer. I first learned it from Captain William Lord, and 
»then by seeing the troops. 

Question. You have stated that the reason of your determining, 
in conjunction with the persons you have before alluded to, to make 
an effort to bring troops into this State, to be present oti the day 
of the election, was that some of the peace men had purchased and 
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had brought here a large number of revolvers, and a large quantity 
of buckshot, and a considerable amouot of bar lead. Will you 
please to state the names of the peace men to whom yon allude t 

Answer. Well sir, as far as the buckshot and lead, I will 

g'.ve you the particulars. I was in Philadelphia, at Charles C, 
abbitt's store, saw a bag or two of buck shot, and I suppose 
from twenty-five to fifty pounds of bar lead. I asked the 
book-keeper whose lead and buckshot that was. He told me 
that it was to go down in your neighborhood, to Willow 
Grove, and belonged to Ezekiel Cooper, merchant at Willow 
Grove. I do not remember all the persons who had revolvers. 
Edward Carrow had one, I had one, Dr. Saulsbury says lie bad- 
one, Jonathan Lowber, a Union man in Camden, had one ; I 
think I heard William Carrow say that he had a pistol or 
revolver. These are all. Mr. Simpson says he sold a large 
number of pistols. 

Question. Of what political party is Mr. Simpson a member ? 

Answer. He is a good Union man, but would sell revolvers 
to peace men. |^ 

Question. You have alluded to buckshot and lead which you 
saw in Philadelphia, and were, as you learned, for a msrchant at 
Willow Grove ; I ask you whether, as a merchant, you have not and 
do not sell shot and lead, and powder too ? 

Answer. I sell powder, but have never sold a pound of lead 
or a pound of buckshot to my knowledge. I sell squirrel shot. 

Question. Have you never sold or bought balls for pistols or 
guns ready moulded ? 

Answer. I have not. When I bought my pistol a man 
gave me a half pound of balls, and I have got them yet. 

Question. I ask you whether you know any individual in Cam- 
den, among those to whom you have alluded, who has more than 
one or a pair of revolvers ? 

Answer. I do not think. I know of anybody who has more 
than one. 

Question. You have stated that you own a revolver yourself. 
Do you not accord to every other citizen the same right and privi- 
lege to purchase and own a revolver that you claim for yourself ? 

Answer. I do, most assuredly ; but I suppose . I never 
should have owned one if they had not become so common 
since the so-called Demoqratic party brought on this rebellion. 

Question. I ask you, sir, if you mean to assert, under the 
solemnity of the oath you have taken, that the Democratic party 
did bring on this rebellion ? 
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Answer. I believe, sir, that it was mainly througli their in- 
St ru mentality. 

Question. I ask yoa, sir, whether revolvers are not as common 
•mong the members of one party as the other ? 

Answer. They may be* Those Peace men may have 
bought them— the Union men may have bought them in self- 
defense* 

Question. I^ask you, sir. If you mean to assert that Peace men, 
as you call them, did first purchase revolvers, and that Union men 
bought them in self-defense ? 

Answer. I bought mine, sir, in self-defense, and will de- 
fend myself 5 and I am willing for everybody else to do the 
same. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether you had ever been attacked and 
threatened with injury by the use of fire*arms by any one ? 

Answer. I have not, sir* 

Question. Why, then, do yon call the purchase of a pistol self- 
defense ? 

Answer. It is very natural for a man to want to defend 
himself; and why did Dr. Saulsbury buy one ? 

The Chairman. That is not answering my question. 

The Witness. If anybody were to attack me, I should use 
A pistol, if it were necessary. I would not attack anybody. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether you were afraid of being at- 
tacked arid injured by any Peace man in Camden, or elsewhere ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I am afraid of no man that lives. 

Question. I ask you whether the reason of the request made to 
the Secretary of War to,send troops into this State, by yourself, or 
any other person, or in conformity with the determination which you 
have stated that you and others came to, to make the application 
for troops before referred to, was because you were afraid that the 
'Peace men, to whom you have alluded, with the revolvers, to which 
you have alluded, by the use of Mr, Cooper^s buckshot and lead, to 
which you have alluded, would interfere with the polls on the 4th of 
November last, to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. I did not make any request to the Secretary of 
War— Kio not know who did ; but I believe it was the only 
Way that we could have secured a fair, honest election. 

John F. Clements. 

On motion of Mr. Waples* 

The Committee adjourned until 8 J o'clock to-morrow mom*' 

S 
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Tuesday, March 8, 1868— 8J o'clock, A. M. 
^he Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — ^Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Stubbs, Waples and 
fiorsey. 

George G. Harmoi^, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Dr. Harmon, where did you reside on the day of the 
last general election ? 

Answer. I resided in Camden. 

Question. Were there armed soldiers at or near the polls in 
Camden that day ; if so, state how many ? 

Answer. There were a part of a company, I suppose about 
forty. I suppose they were within twenty-five yards of the 
polls ; their muskets were stacked. 

Question. Do you know whether, at any time during the day, 
.:they were drawn up in position to charge upon the voters in front 
of the polls ? 

Answer. They wei;e. At one time, I noticed they were 
ordered to form in line, and did so. They were marched up, 
bayonets charged, within twenty feet of the polls. 

Question. Were they understood to be in charge of a Provost 
Marshal, and subject to his order ? 

Answer. That was the understanding. 

Question. Who was the Provost Marshal having charge of the 
soldiers there ? 

Answer. William P. Lord. 

Question. Will you please to state who William P. Lord is, and 
what are his politics ? 

Answer. He is a citizen of Camden, and a son of Edward 
Lord. He was, up to a few months previous to the election, a 
rery active Democrat. At the time of the election, he was a 
Republican. 

Question. Was the presence of the soldiers in Camden calcalated 
to produce great intimidation among any class of voters ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of the military at the polls in your Hundred on election 
day, to preserve the public peace, or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. None, whatever. 

Question. Was it not generally understood, among voters of 
all parties, that they were brought there for the benefit of od« 
political party, and for the injury of^he other ? 
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Answer. It was. 

Question. For the benefit of which political party was it tinder* 
Stood that they were brought there ? 

Answer. The Eepublican party. 

Question* I ask you if their presence had the effect to give 
assurance and confidence to the Republican party, and to produce 
dissatisfaction and intimidation among Demt)crats ? 

Answer^ It had. 

Question. It has been represented to the Committee that a large 
number of revolvers were purchased in Camden, by what were 
called Peace men, and that some two or three bags of buckshot and 
some bar-lead had been sent to a Mr. Cooper, a merchant, at Willow 
Grove, aud this has been assigned as a reason for asking that troops 
be sent to be present on election day. I ask you^ sir, whether there 
was an unusually large number of revolvers bought in Camden by 
the Democrats, and whether there was any design to use either 
revolvers or Mr. Cooper's lead, lo prevent a fair election on the 
4th of November last ? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of but one revolver being 
bought in Camden immediately preceding the election, and 
that was bought for sale by a Democratic merchant, and it is 
my impression that it was sold to a Eepublican. I recollect 
seeing an unusually large number of revolvers, mostly in the 
hands of the three months' men, discharged soldiers — men who 
almost universally supported the Republican party at the 
election. I know nothing of the purchase or sale of any shot 
or lead by Mr. Cooper. There was no intention, on the part 
of the Democrats, to make use of any unusual means to carry 
the election. 

Question. Are you not an active Democrat, enjoying the Con- 
fidence of the party, knowing all its principal plans and purposes ? 

Answer. I have always been an active Democrat, and have 
supposed that I enjoyed the confidence of the party. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether you ever heard the intimation 
of a purpose or desire, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere 
with the polls on the 4th of November l^ist, to prevent a fair and 
impartial election ? 

Answer. I never heard any intimation of the kind. 

Question. I ask you, si^, whether, from your position in the 
party, if there had been any such purpose, yoa would not certainly 
have known it ? 

Answer. I should. 

Qaestioa What was the geneiral estikaate, pretioas to th^ last 
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election, as to tbe probable result of that election, provided tbere 
was no military interfereoce ? 

Answer. It was supposed that the State would go largely 
Democratic. 

Question. In view of this fact, was it not tbe interest, as well 
as the desire of tbe Democrats, that the election should be a per- 
fectly fair and peaceable one ? 

Answer. It was. 

Geo. G. Harmon, 



Edward Lord, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Lord, where did you reside on the day of the 
last general election, and where did you vote ? 

Answer. In Camden. 

Question. How long have you resided in Camden ? 

Answer. Since 1841 — about twenty-two years. 

Question. Were there armed soldiers at or near the polls on 
that day ? 

Answer. There were. I understood that there were forty. 

Question. I ask you whether there was, in your judgment, any 
necessity for the presence of the military there, to preserve the 
public peace, or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. In my opinion, there was not. 
Question. What is your business or occupation in Camden, Mr. 
Lord ? 

Answer. Mercantile business. 

Question. T ask you whether, from a residence of twenty-one 
years, being all that time engaged in the mercantile business, you 
had not an opportunity to be, and were not well acquainted with the 
people of your Hundred, and with their temper and disposition pre- 
vious to the last election ? 

Answer. I am acquainted with the larger part of the peo- 
ple of Murderkill Hundred. 

Question. Do you believe that there was the slightest disposition 
or purpose, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere with the 
polls on the 4th of November last, to prevent a fair and impartial 
election ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. I ask you what was the general estimate, so far ft» 
your knowledge extends, previous to the last election, as to the pro- 
Dable result of that election, if there was no -military iiiterfereiiGft f 
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Answer. I am not a great politician myself, but, from what 
I learned, it was the general opinion that the whole State 
would go Democratic. 

Qaestion. In view of this fact, was it not the interest, as well as 
the desire of the Democrats, that the election should be a per^ 
fectly fair and peaceable one ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. Do you know the position which the soldiers occupied 
in reference to the polls that day ? 

Answer. I should judge they were from twenty to twenty- 
five yards from the polls. 

Question. Do you know whether they were drawn up in posi- 
tion, at any time during the day, to charge upon the voters in front 
of the polls ? 

Answer. Only from hearsay. 

Question. Was it not generally the understanding and feeling 
among the people, that the soldiers were brought therefor thebene- 
fit of one party, and for the injury of the other party ? 

Answer* - It was. 

Question. For the benefit of which party was it understood they 
were brought there ? 

Answer. The Eepublican party. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether their presence did not give 
confidence and assurance to the Republican party, and did not pro- 
duce dissatisfaction and intimidation among the Democrats ? 

Answer. I think it did give great dissatisfaction among the 
Democrats, and intimidate them. 

Question. Is it not customary for merchants, in this section of 
country, to sell powder and shot, and all material that is used in 
gunning, through the country ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Edw'd Lord. 

Andeew J. Callet, affirmed and examined. 

By the Chairnjan : 

Question. Where do yea reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in North Murderkill District, and voted 
^ Camden. 

Question. Did you observe anything unusnal, and different from 
Wbaib joa had ever seen be£ore| ftt or near th/d polk on that d%y ? 
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Answer. I miw a lot of soldiers stationed about forty or 
fifty feet from tlie polls. I also saw a man going about there, 
to and from the polls, whom they called Captain Keynolds, who 
had side-arms on. He seemed to be an officer of some descrip- 
tion. I also saw another man who was said to be from the 
Fourth Delaware Eegiment, with his musket and bayonet on 
it, standing within four feet of the window all day, when the 
voting was going on. Some one asked him, in my presence, 
why he kept his gun in his hand all day. He replied that that 
was his order. All this, that I have related, is very unusual 
at elections. 

Question. Do you know whether, at any time during the day, 
the soldiers were drawn up in position to charge upon the voters in 
front of the polls ? 

Answer. There was a contention raised over Garrett LuflTs 
vote. The contention was, that he had no right to a vote ; 
that he had left the State some twelve or eighteen months be- 
fore that. His family had left eight or nine months before. 
While contending over that vote, there was a difficulty raised 
between two men, which drew a crowd around them, which is 
nothing unusual. My attention was then drawn to the crowd ; 
consequently I stepped from the window. When I returned 
back to the window, there were six or eight soldiers drawn up 
in line in front of the window, with their guns, with bayonets 
on them, pointing to the ground. I put my hands to the guns, 
passed between them, and went back to the window. They 
remained there some ten or fifteen minutes. They were ordered 
back then, to their old station, by some one, I do not know by 
whom. That was the only charge I saw that day. 

Question. I ask you, Mr. Galley, whether it was, or was not, the 
general understanding and feeling among the people, that the sol- 
diers were there for the benefit of one of the political parties, and for 
the injury of the other ? 

Answer. It was most assuredly understood that they were 
there for the benefit of what is termed the Union party. 

Question. I ask you whether their presence did not produce 
great dissatisfaction and intimidation among Democrats, and did 
not give great confidence and assurance to the Republicans f 

Answer. It did give great dissatisfaction to the Democrats 
generally, and, to a large extent, intimidation. It was even 
thought that our election officers were intimidated, by those 
who are better judges than I am. The leaders of the opposite 
party were very sanguine of success. 

Question. Haye yoa not always been identified with the Demo^ 
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eratic party, enjoying its confidence, and understanding all its pria* 
cipal plans and purposes ? 

Answer. I have the best reason in the world to believe so. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether you ever heard the intimation 
of a purpose or desire, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere 
with the polls on the 4th of November last, so as to prevent a fair 
and impartial election ? , 

Answer. I have not, anywhere or at any time. I did hear 
insinuations from Mr. John F. Clements, that we would have 
to be held still, and he would hold us still on that day. Owing 
to a difficulty that occurred at a previous general election, be- 
tween Mr. Clements and an active member of the Democratic 
party, he (Mr. Clements) said that there would be a power 
brought to bear on you — meaning the Democratic party ; that 
the same thing would not occur again. 

The Chairman. State the difficulty to which you have alluded 
as having occurred between Mr. Clements and an active Democrat 
at a previous election. 

The Witness. At our window generally one party takes one 
side of the window, and the other party the other side. William- 
Dyer, a Democrat, got on the opposite side of the window from 
what we claimed. It was by accident ; at least he did not 
know which side had been appropriated to us. Hence Mr. 
Clements gave him a heavy push, and put him on the other 
side ; and that created the difficulty, which ended in a few 
minutes and without a lick struck. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of the military at the polls in Camden, to preserve the 
public peace, or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. There was oiot. I will state that I never saw a 
more quiet time than there was at our Inspector election, held 
the previous month. I think we polled within twenty-five 
votes of what we did at the general election. 

Question. What was the general estimate, previous to the 
general election, as to the probable result of that election, provided 
there was no pailitary interference ? 

Answer. In our voting district we should have had, and 
would have had, and ought to have had, SQventy majority. We 
got about twenty-four or twenty-five. It was generally under- 
stood that the State would go Democratic. It was generally 
supposed that this County would give, at the least calcula- 
tion, 800 or 900 Democratic majority. 

Qnestion. I ask you whether, in view of these facts, it was not 
the interest, as well as the desire of the Democratic party^ that the 
etltction shonld be a per&ctly fair and peaceable one ? 
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Answer. , It was. Hence the advice was generally given, 
if one of the opposite party spits in your face, do not return tW 
insult until the election is over. 

A. J. Oallby. 

Caleb Aaron, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in Dover West Election District, and 
voted at Hazlettville. 

Question. What was your occupation at the time of the last 
general election ? 

Answer. I was engaged in the mercantile business at Haz* 
lettville. 

Question. There has been a report in circulation among the 
members of the party opposed to the Democratic party, which has 
come to the knowledge of this Committee, that on the day of the 
last general election there were a large nqmber of guns and other 
fire-arms deposited in your store by the Democrats of your Hun- 
dred and a number of persons from Maryland, with a* view of being 
used for the purpose of taking possession of the polls, and prevent- 
ing a fair election. I ask you whether this report is, or is not, 
true J 

Answer. It is not true. There were five guns in my store ; 
four of them I had there for sale. The other belonged to a 
young man who had been gunning in that neighborhood that 
morning, and came to my store and there left his gun. As for 
those guns being for the protection of the polls, I do not sup- 
pose the Democrats thought of such a thing. 

Question. Did you ever hear the intimation of an intention or 
desire by the Democrats, or by any person from Maryland, to inter« 
fere to prevent a fair election on the 4th of November last ? . 

Answer. I did not, sir. 

Caleb Aaron. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 1} o'clock, P. M. 



Same Day, 1 J o'clock, P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment 
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Present — Messrs. Saulsburj, Cahall, Slay, Stubbs, and 
Waples. 
Andrew J. Wright, affirmed and examined. 
By Mr. Cahall: 

Question. Where did you vote on the day of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. At Felton, in Murderkill South Election District. 

Question. Did yon see anything there unprecedented by anything 
which you had ever seen before at a general election ? 

Answer. I did, sir. 

The Chairman. Please state what it was. 

The Witness. I saw a number of armed soldiers at the 
polls. They were drawn up, a number forming a file on each 
side of the window, through which the voters had to pass, in 
order to deposit their votes in the ballot-box. 

Question. Did their presence produce much intimidation to any 
class of voters on that day ? 

Answer. It did. There were a considerable number of 
members of the Democratic party who were intimidated by 
their presence. 

Question. Were there any class of voters exultant at their pre- 
sence ; and if so, to what party did they belong ? 

Answer. There were. The faces of the most prominent 
Bepublicans beamed with joy and exultation at their presence. 

Question. From your observation, did you consider that the 
soldiers acted in concert with any particular party ? 

Answer. They obeyed the orders of those who had the 
command of them, so far as I was able to judge. 
. Qoestion. Under whose command were they ? 

Answer. They were under the command of Captain Smith, 
of the Sixth New York Battery, who reported himself to, and 
was under the command of Paris T. Carlisle, Jr., who was 
Provost Marshal for the day. 

Question. Who is Paris T. Carlisle, Jr. ? 

Answer. He i§ a resident of Frederica, and a son of Paris 
T. Carlisle. 

Question. Is he an active and violent politician ? 

Answer. He is, sir. 

Question. To what political party does he belong ? 

Answer. To a party styling itself the Union party, in Dela« 
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ware, but a party more particularly known as the Abolitioti 
party of the North. 

Question. How long have you resided in South Murderkill 
Hundred ? 

Answer. Nineteen years. 

Question. From your knowledge of the temper and disposition 
of the citizens of South Murderkill Hundred, did you believe that 
there was any necessity for the presence of soldiers at the polls on 
the 4th day of last November, the day of the general election, in 
order to secure a peaceable, quiet, and fair election ? 

Answer. From my knowledge of the voters of South Mur- 
derkill Hundred, I know that there was no necessity for their 
appearance at the polls that day. ^ 

Question. Have you not been, and are you not now, an active 
member of the Democratic party, knowing all its principal plans 
and operations in conducting political campaigns ? 

Answer. I have ever been and am still a Democrat ; and I 
think I have been generally acquainted with the principal 
plans and operations in conducting campaigns. 

Question. Did you ever hear of a purpose or design, on the part 
of any Democrat, to interfere with the polls at the last general 
election, so as to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. In all my intercourse with the members of the 
Democratic party, I never heard any one mention anything of 
the kind. 

Question. Do you not believe that the ends of justice would 
have been more fairly and easily attained without the presence o^ 
soldiers than with them on that occasion ? 

Answer. I do. 

A. J. Wright. 

Henry Whitaker, affirmed and examined. 
By Mr. Cahall: 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in Frederica, and I voted in Felton, South 
Murderkill Hundred. 

Question. Was there anything unusual or different at the polls 
that day, from what yon had ever seen before at an election ? 

Answer. There were United States soldiers there. I had 
never seen the like before. They were armed with rifles with 
bayonets on th3m. I do not know whether they had side- 
Arms, except the Captain, who had. Before there were any 
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votes cast, they were mai'clied up to the window and formed 
what we might term a square, by placing their bayonets at the 
side of each window, leaving a space of six or eight feet inside 
this square, and then locked their bayonets one in another, and 
extending ten or twelve feet from the window. At the end of 
the gateway, where voters came in, two soldiers were stationed 
with their bayonets crossed, and no voter was allowed to come 
in, until the order was given to the soldiers to raise their guns, 
and let them in. Some few old men were let in at the side of 
the window. I believe all the balance of the voters went in at 
the gateway, at which stood the soldiers, except a portion of 
the Fourth Delaware Eegiment, who were marched up early 
in the morning, by one purporting to be one of their officers, 
and tickets handed to them, and were let in at the side of the 
window where the old men, of whom I have spoken, were 
let in. 

Question. Did you understand why this preference was shown to 
those who came in at this side of the window ? 

Answer. I do. In reference to the soldiers, I do. A part 
of them wanted to vote Democratic tickets, as they had always 
done. They were marched up, two by two, and votes placed 
in their hands. They could have come only one at a time, and 
nobody with them, if they had gone in at the gate. That is 
the reason why this preference was shown to them. In refer- 
ence to the old men voting at the side of the window, I re» 
quested the Provost Marshal of the day that that courtesy 
might be extended to the old men, and he granted it. Ther^ 
was generally a crowd at the gateway. 

Question. Did you know at whose instance the soldiers were 
placed at the polls ? 

Answer. Paris T. Carlisle, Jr., was Provost Marshal. 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers on that occasion pro-* 
duce much intimidation among any class of voters at the polls on 
that day ? 

Answer. It did, sir ; among the Democratic Party. 

Question. Did not the presence of the soldiers rather defeat than 
produce a fair election ? 

Answer. I thought so; and am certain it did, knowing 
what I do about the voters of that Hundred. 

Question. Are you not well acquainted with the citizens of 
South Murderkill Hundred, knowing their temper and disposition ? 

Answer. I am. 

Question. Do you consider the presence of the soldiers was 
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necessary on that occasion in order to secure a peaceable, qniet, and 
fsAr election ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Qnestion. Do yon consider that the presence of the soldiers 
made any marked difference in the resnlt of the vote on that day ; 
and if so, in yonr jndgment, to what extent f 

Answer. I do. About forty-one votes in favor of the 
Republican party. 

Qnestion. Did you ever hear of a purpose or design, on the 
part of any Democrat, to interfere with the polls, so as to prevent a 
fair election ? 

Answer. I never did, sir. I am in my forty-eighth year 
of age, and I have spent all my life in that Hundred, except 
about eight years. 

Hbnry Whitakeb. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 7J o'clock, P. M. 



Same Day, 7J o'clock, P. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Cahall, Williams, and 

Waples. 

Thomas B. Bradford, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you vote on the day of the last general election ; 
and if so, where ? 

Answer. I voted at the polls in Dover East Election 
District. 

Question. Did you observe anything unusual, and different from 
what you had ever seen before at or near the polls on that day ? 

Answer. I saw a large number of armed soldiers on tbe 
green near the polls. I saw them in the afternoon charging 
with jSxed bayonets upon the citizens ; and I saw an old gen- 
tleman, by the name of Mitchell, prostrate on his back, who 
bad* been knocked over at the time of one of the charges, on 
the end of the Court House pavement near the polls. 
I noticed also, on the County building pavement, just after Mr« 
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Mitcliell had been thrown down, quite a number of soldier», 
said to be of the Fourth Delawar©' regiment, under the coin* 
mand of, I believe he was called, Lieut. William Warner* 
They were quite disorderly. Deputy Sheriff Hill was endea- 
voring to command the peace, and, as a citizen, I came to his 
rescue, as some of those soldiers were attempting to resist hia 
authority. As a matter of opinion, I could say that I thought 
there would have been more order and peace if the soldiers had 
not been there. I saw, at the same time, Colonel Fisher, can* 
didate for Congress, and at that time Kepresentative in Con- 
gress from this State, taking, as I thought, quite an active part 
in leading on the military when they charged upon the citizens* 
Question. You have spoken of charges. Did jrou see more 
than one bayonet charge ?. 

Answer. Yes, sir; two. The first one I noticed started 
from the innnediate neighborhood of Mr. N. B. Smithers' 
office, and* halted a little south of the elm-tree in iront of the 
Court House. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity or justifi- 
cation for either of the bayonet charges, of which you have spoken ? 

Answer. None, whatever; and no excitement or disturb- 
ance that could not have been allayed almost immediately if 
the soldiers had not been here. I regarded- the presence of 
the soldiers and their conduct as a gross outrage upon the 
rights and privileges of the voters. 

Question. Did not the soldiers themselves create most of the 
excitement, and cause most of the diiBBcnlty which occurred here on 
that day ? 

Answer* In my opinion, they most assuredly did* 

Question. Did, or did not the soldiers appear to be acting in 
concert with and for the benefit of one of the political parties ; and 
if so, with which ? 

Answer. I. certainly thought so, and beliered that they 
were subject to the bidding of prominent leaders of the Ke* 
publican or so-called Union party. • 

Question. As far as you had an opportunity to observe, was it 
not the opinion and feeling of the voters of both parties, that ther 
soldiers were brought here for the benefit of the Republican party, 
and the Injury of the Democratic party ? 

Answer. I have not a doubt but the Republicans, very 
many of them, approved of the soldiers being brought here 
to promote the interest of their party at the election. And^ 
I believe, that very many, if not all, the Democratic voters re* 
garded the coming of the soldiersy to b^ prese&t at the poUa^ 
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1^ designed to interfere with a fair and free election, and tiaefe* 
ty to injure the candidates running on the Democratic ticketi 
1 know that many persons of the Democratic party, or voting 
that ticket, sought the opportunity to vote as soon as the polfi 
were opened, fearing there might be an attempt early in the 
day to prevent free and easy access to the polls. I, myself, 
voted immediately upon the opening of the polls* 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of the military at the polls, or at any other voting place 
in this County, to preserVe the public peace, or insure a fiiir and 
impartial election ? « 

Answer. None . whatever, judging from anything I either 
saw or heard before or on the day of the election. 

Question. As far as you had an opportunity to learn or judgd 
of public sentiment, what was the general impression, previous to 
the last election, as to the probable result of that election in thid 
County and this State, if there was no military interference ? 

Answer. So far as I heard, the friends of the Democratic 
party believed that their whole ticket would succeed in Kent 
and Sussex Counties, by suflBlcient majorities to make certain 
the election of the Democratic candidate for Governor and Ee-. 
presentative in Congress, and the success of the Democratic 
County tickets in both Kent and Sussex. 

Question. In view of this state of facts, was it not the interest 
of the Democratic party that there should be a fair, full, and peace- 
able election ? 

Answer. I should think so, decidedly ; and I never heard a 
member of that party desire anything else than a full and free 
expression of the popular will through the ballot-box on that 
dayv 

Thomas B. Bradfobd* 



V'iNCENT 0. GiLPiiT, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where did yotl reside in the months of October and 
November of last year ? 
^ Answer. In the city of Wilmington. 

Question. Were you the Mayor of that city at that time ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Were you at home on the 2d of November, being the 
Sabbath previous to the -last election ? 

Answer. I was in the city of Wilmington* 
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^ Qnestion. Were you at church on that day at any place m th^ 
city of Wilmington ? 

Answer. I was, sir. 

Question. While at church, did you, or did you not, receive li 
letter or note, inviting you to an interview with certain gentlemen 
from this County ? 

Answer. I did not. I received a note, but not from thisr 
County. I received a note from Colonel Henry S. McCoombs, 
of New Castle County. 

Question. If it is proper, and you are at liberty, will you please 
to state the purport of that note ? 

Answer. The purport of tbe. note was, that lie wished me 
to call at his house, as he wished to see me on business, but I 
do not recollect whether that business was stated in the note 
or not. 

Question. Did you go ? 

Answer. I did, sir. 

Question. Will you please to state whether you met any other' 
gentlemen there than Colonel McCoombs ; and if so, who ? 

Answer. I met Mr. George P. Fisher, Mr. Nathaniel B^ 
Smithers, and, I believe, a gentleman by the name of Lofland 
•—James R. Lofland, I presume* 

Question. Did you learn by what conveyance they went to Wil- 
mington on that day ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Will you please to state for what purpose they were 
in Wilmington, and upon what subject they wished to consult you ? 

Answer. They wisbed to consult me on the subject of 
having a military force in Wilmington on the day of the elec- 
tion, in order to keep the polls open, and free of access — 
whether I wished a force for this purpose. I replied that I 
did not wish any military force in Wilmington ; that I was 
satisfied in my own mind that, with the police force, I could 
keep better order than I could with a military force, and that 
I required no military force to keep order. 

Question. Was there a military force sent there, and stationed at 
the voting places in the different Wards on that day ? 

Answer. There was in several Wards, to my knowledge. I 
did not visit all the Wards. 

Question. Do you know by T^hose order that military forc^ 
was sent there, and distributed as you have described J 

Answer. I do not« 
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Qoestioti. Do you know whether there were Provost Matshaltf 
appointed for the different Wards having charge of the soldiers ? 

Answer. I do not know whether there really was or noU 
My request was, at the time this thing was spoken of, that 
there should be no military there. I do not know — there may 
have been some Provost Marshals mentioned at the time ; but 
I was not under the impression that there would be any Pro* 
Yost Marshals, because I was not Under the impression that 
there would be any military there. 

Question. What reply did Mr. Fisher, Mr. Smithers, Mr. Lof- 
land, or Colonel McCoombs make to your remonstrance against 
sending a military force to the city of Wilmington, or ratoer to 
yonr assurance that you did not desire or need sttch a force ? 

Answer. None, that I recollect, sir. 

Question, Was there anything said in that interview in reference 
to the placing of soldiers at the different voting places of the 
several Hundreds of New Castle County, outside of the city of 
Wilmington ? 

Answer. There was. 

The Chairman. Please to state what was said in reference to 
that subject as nearly as you can recollect. 

The Witness. They asked me what number of persons I 
thought would be required at certain polls in the County. 1 
replied, I did not know ; having no knowledge of any difficulty 
that might occur at those polls. 

Question. Do you recollect which of those gentlemen asked that 
question ? 

Answer* I do not, sir. But I presume it was a general 
question. 

Question. Was there anything said at that interview in reference 
to the bringing of armed soldiers into K^ent and Sussex CountieSi 
to be present at the polls on the day of the election ? 

Answer. There was, sir. 

The Chairman. Please state what was said as nearly as you can 
recollect. 

The Witness. Those gentlemen said there would be so 
many soldiers required at one place, and so many at another. 
I do not remember exactly what they said. I did not charge- 
my mind with anything not relating to the City of Wilming* 
ton. 

Question. Did you learn at that interview, or have you learn^ed 
since, whether Colonel McCoombs had been in the city of Washing- 
ton to solicit or make arrangements for the bringing a military forc^ 
into this State, to be present on the day of the election ? 
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Answer. That was my impression at the time. 
Question. Did you derive that impression from anything that 
you learned from any of those gentlemen ? 

Answer. That was my impression from the general tenor 
of the conversation which I had with the gentleman, at that 
interview. 

Question. Did you learn whether definite arrangements had heen 
made for the introduction of troops into this State, to be present at 
the polls on the 4th of November last ?. 

AnOT-er. I did. 

Question. Did you learn by whom that arrangement was made ? 

. Answer. My impression is now, sir, by Colonel McCoombs. 

Question. Did you learn at whose solicitation Colonel Mc- 
Coombs went to Washington to complete that arrangement ? 

Answer. No, sir.' 

Question. Did you learn at that interview, or had you heard be- 
fore, or have you learned since, whether any citizen of this State 
had, previous to Colonel McCoombs' visit to Washington, solicited 
of the Secretary of War, or any other officer having charge of any 
portion of the military forces of the United States, the sending of 
such force into this State for the purposes before named ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Were the soldiers armed that were placed at the 
voting places of the different Wards that you visited ? 

Answer. They were armed with musket and bayonet. 

Question. Did the presence of the military at the polls in the 
city of Wilmington conduce to the preservation of good order ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Do you not think that your regular police force would 
have preserved better order than the military force did ? 

Answer. Yes sir. 

Question. Do you know of any instances of outrage or disorder 
that was produced in that city by the presence of the military on 
that day J 

Answer. I cannot answer that question directly. My im- 

Eression is, if the military had not been there, there would 
ftve been much less diflSculty'in preserving order than there 
was. 

Question. Mr. Gilpin, are not the civil authorities, in your judg- 
ment, adequate to the preservation of the public peace, as well on 
the election day as all other days, not only in the city of Wilming^ 
ton, but throughout the State ? 

T 
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Answer. la regard to the City of Wilmington, I would 
say they were. As it regards the State, I have no knowledge. 

Qaestion. I am reqae»ted, by a member of the Committee, to. 
ask joa to wbal political party jqn have formerly been attached ? 

Answer. I, sir, am a " Bell and Everett man," if you know 
what political party that is. 

By Mr. Williams : 
Qaestion. What ticket did you vote last fall ? 
Answer* I voted what was called the Union ticket. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Was there anything said at the interview, to which 
yon have before alladed, in reference to placing soldiers at the 
voting places in Kent and Sussex Connties under the charge of 
Provost Marshals ? 

Answer. There was, sir, in a general conversation. 

Question. Will you please to state, as nearly as you can recol* 
lect, that conversation ? 

Answer. It was in reference to selecting parties who would 
be suitable for that office. I do not recollect who the parties 
were ; they were gentlemen I had no knowledge of. 

Qaestion. Was it determined whether they should be all mem- 
bers of one political party ? 

Answer. I do not know ; for I did not know the politics . 
of any of those gentlemen at all outside of the city of Wil- 
mington. 

Question. Do you know with what political party Colonel 
McCoombs is understood to be connected ? 

Answer. He was originally a Bell and Everett man. I 
presume he is what they call a Union man at the present 
time. 

y. 0;GiLPiir. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until half-past eight o'clock io« 
morrow morning. 
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Wednesday, March 4th, 1863, 9 o'clock, A. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, •Williams, and 
Waples. 

John a. Brown, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last ganeral election ? 

Answer. I reside in Christiana Hundred, and voted at 
Fleming's tavern, near the Brandy wine banks. 

Question. Please to state whether you saw anything unnsDal, 
aqd different from what you had ever seen before at or near the 
polls in that Hundred on that day ? 

Answer. I did. There were seventeen armed men at the 
polls on the morning of that day, belonging to the Fourth 
Delaware Eegiment. On the morning of that day, by particu- 
lar Bequest, I went to. the polls quite early. Shortly after 1 
arrived there, Mr. Moses Journey came down from Camp 
Dupont quite excited, and said that he had been ordered from 
the grounds, under threats of arrest if he did not do so, by 
Colonel Grimshaw, who charged him with being there to in- 
fluence the sc^diers in regard to the election to come off on 
that day. I immediately rode up to the camp ; as I arrived 
there I met, I should judge, about one hundred armed inen, 
some of whom stated to me that they were going to Wilming- 
ton to vote, and take care of the rebels. I went up to the 
camp ground, and saw a squad of seventeen men brought up to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tevis' tent, and there supplied with seven 
rounds of ball cartridge, and then, under command of the 
said Colonel,- started for thfe polls of Christiana Hundred. 
After they left, I went round through the different tents, and 
inquired if there were any voters left there. I found several, 
and, I think, they all said they had been asked the question, 
how they voted. They answered, the Democratic ticket, but 
were refused the privilege of going home to vote. I followed 
those seventeen m-en to the polls ; they were brought up to the 
fitoop near the- voting window, where there was somewhat of a 
crowd, (not more than usual,) and nothing to hinder any in- 
dividual from going up to deposit his ballot. The Colonel in 
charge ordered those near the window to stand back, when an 
altercation immediately ensued between the Colonel and Mr. 
Patrick Haughy, concerning his authority to drive the voters 
from the polls. Th^ altercation was getting very, bitter 
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between those two particularly, when I suggested to Mr. Henry 
Dupont, that we have those men vote as there was a plenty of 
opportunity, the window being clear, at the same time calling 
the one at the head to deposit his ballot, and he did so. The 
others immediately followed, putting in their votes, several of 
whom unrolled them, and asked the Lieutenant-Colonel if their 
vote was the right kind. Fifteen of the seventeen voteH ; the 
other two who had voted at the little election, by swearing 
their votes in on age, did not offer to vote on that occasion. 
That was about all. 

Question. 5ow did the fifteen, that you have named, vote ? 

Answer. They evidently all came there with tickets in 
their pockets, and those who showed their tickets, voted the 
Union ticket. While the altercation Was going on, there was 
an opportunity to have handed those men other tickets, and I 
was informed that two or three were supposed to havQ voted 
the Democratic ticket. 

Question. Was there, in your jodgment, any necessity for the 
presence of the military in that Hundred on that day, to preserve 
the public peace, or insure a fair election ? 

Answer. Not the least. 

Question. Was there any other person, other than the regolar 
military commander, who appeared to bare charge and control of 
the soldiers that day ? 

Answer. Not directly of the soldiers, but the Colonel ap- 
peared to get his orders from Mr. Henry Dupont. At inter- 
mission for dinner, the Colonel went to Mr. Dupont, and asked 
him some questions relative to the soldiers. Mr. Dnpont'» 
answer was: "We have no use for you here this afternoon." 
After those soldiers voted, they went outside of the voting 
place, loaded their muskets, and there waited quietly for any 
orders that they might receive. 

Queirtion. Did the soldiers, during their stay at the polls, appear 
to be acting in concert with and for the benefit of either of the 
political parties ; and if so, which ? 

Answer. It was very evident that they were brought there 
for the benefit of the Eepublican party, and so far as could be 
done, were prevented from holding any consultation wiA 
members of the Democratic party previous to their voting. 
During the altercation between the Lieutenant-Colonel and Mr. 
Haughy, Mr. Haughy asked the Colonel if he was h voter te 
this State. He said : *' No." He then asked the Colonel if he 
Was a citizen of the State. He answered in the ii^atiftfel 
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Then, said Haughy, I am both a citizen of the State and a 
voter, and I do not intend to be driven from the polls. 

J. A. Brown. 

GrBORGB Eead Kiddle, swom and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Riddle, where did you vote on the day of the 
last general election ? 

Answer. In the Fifth Ward of the city of Wilmington. 

The Chairman. Please to state all you know in reference to the 
presence of the military in that or any other Ward of that city, what 
their conduct was at the polls, and what effect their presence had 
upon the result of the election ? 

Answer. I know very little of any Ward, other than the 
Fifth. I had occasion to visit the City Hall, which was one 
voting place' for the Fourth Ward, where the - Collector of 
Taxes was stationed. In the Fifth Ward I went to vote early, 
but /bund a ;file of soldiers, with muskets and bayonets, before 
the window. They afterwards stacked arms, and voted all 
who had receipts. There were four of the soldiers who knew 
me, who were assessed, but had no receipts. I sent to the 
Collector money for theii: receipts, and was enabled only to 
procure one. Late in the afternoon, finding that some of 
these soldiers were likely to vote the Democratic ticket, they 
. were ordered by the officer in command to the headquarters, 
and there detained, with the exception of the one whose 
receipt I obtained, until after the polls had closed. This one, 
acoor5ing to his own statement, had scaled a high fence in 
order to get to the polls. At the First Precinct of the Fourth 
Ward, I saw a great many soldiers loitering about, but 
•was not there long enough to know what they did. So far as 
the military were concerned, I believe they prevented, directly, 
to some extent, but indirectly, to a greater extent, fair expres- 
sion of public sentiment in Wilmington; directly, they encou- 
raged soldiers to vote contrary to their known previous pre- 
dilections ; indirectly, they emboldened persons disposed to 
commit frauds upon the ballot-box, but for which frauds Wil- 
xnington city, in my opinion, would not have given one hundred 
«nd fifty majority for the Republican ticket, instead of which it 
gave, according to my present recollection, about six hundred. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
TOssence of the military, either at the voting places in any of the 
Wards in the city of Wilmington, or at the TOting places in any 
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Answer. So far as the city of Wilmington is concerned, I 
can speak positively — there was no necessity. The only dis- 
turbance in the Fifth Ward was produced by the soldiers 
being there. So far as the State is concerned, my opinion ia, 
that no necessity existed anywhere for the presence of the 
military. 

Question. I ask you whether you have not represented the people 
of this State in Congress, and whether, in tl\e different canvasses for 
election to that position, you did not become intifea*ely acquainted 
with the people in every section of the State, enabling you to judge 
correctly in reference to the necessity for the military interference 
above alluded to ? 

Answer. I have represented the people of this State in 
Congress for four years. I have canvassed this State from on^ 
extremity to the other on several occasions, and think, at one 
time, I had as general an .acquaintance with the people of 
Delaware as any man in the State. A more quiet and orderly 
people I never- knew, and hence, I consider that any military 
exhibition at the polls, while it was not -only contrary to the 
spirit and letter of our laws, was unwise, impolitic, and ealcii-- 
. lated to do nothing but harm. 

Geo. Eead Eiddlb. 

James M. Watson, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where did you vote on the day of the last general 
election ? 

Answer. At the First Precinct of the Fourth Ward. I was 
one of the Judges of the Election. 

Question. Will you please to state all that you know in refer-r 
ence to the presence of the military at the polls in that Precinct, or 
at any of the voting places in any of the Wards of the city of Wil- 
mington ; what their conduct was at the polls, and what effect their 
presence had upon the result of the election ? 

Answer. I know nothing of my own personal knowledge 
of any of the Precincts, except the one where I was Judge — 
the First Precinct of the Fourth Ward. There were a con- 
siderable number of military there during the early part of 
the day, and continued around and about the polls, near the 
window and in the crowd. There were several slight disturb- 
ances which took place there in the early part of the day. 
Later in the afternoon the disturbances became more general^ 
which, so far as I could see, appeared to be produced by ihe 
volunteers who were present with their armd^ eneeuraged by. 
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several persons of the Abolition party who were about the 
window. Between three and four o'clock in the afternoon, I 
think, the disturbance became very general, when a file of sol- 
diers marched up to the window, led there by Colonel Grim- 
shaw. They marched directly up to the window, and planted 
their flag right before the window. Previous to that time,, 
there was a very general fight, or mob, in which the military 
were the principal participants, using their swords, bayonets, 
aud guns. I think they were only prevented from doing per- 
sonal injury by the compactness or denseness of the crowd, 
which was composed of members of both political parties. 
One man, whom I saw, drew his sword, and raised it as though 
he were going to use it over their heads, and was only pre- 
vented from using it by the blade of his sword being seized 
by the hands of two or three persons, who prevented him 
from using it. After that, the soldiers were brought there in 
a body, and 'dispersed the crowd, and cleared the ground in 
front of the polls, and formed into files, with a space between 
the files of soldiers. Then they were ordered to load their 
guns, which they did, Those parties who were on the stepb, 
members of the Republican party, cried out that the polls were 
cleared, and men could come up and vote. That occ4urred 
about four o'clock. Those who voted after that time had to 
pass through these files of soldiers up to the window. But a 
few votes were polled after that. Men appeared intimidated 
or afraid to come forward. No one came forward after that 
that I personally knew to be a Democrat. We doubtless lost 
some votes by reason of the soldiers. I believe there would 
have been no disturbance at the polls that day had the military 
been kept away, and that the Democratic party would have had 
a larger vote. I would further state that the Mayor, with his 
police, possessed ample power to quell any disturbance with- 
out the assistance of the military. I think there is no doubt 
4he Mayor would have done justice to the citizens. 

By Mr. Williams : 

Question. Was there any disposition manifested by the Demo- 
crats to prevent Union men or Republicans from voting f 

Answer. None at all, that I saw or knew. 
Question. What party had a majority at that Precinct, and to 
what extent J 

Answer. What is termed the Union party had a majority, 
I think, of 155. 

Qaestion. How long have been a resident of the Firat Precinct 
of the Foarth Ward i 
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Answer. Over six yeara 

Qaestion. Have the elections held in that Precinct, daring, your 
residence there, been qniet and orderly ? 

Answer. As a general thing they have been quiet and 
orderly — more so than at the election held on the 4th of 
November last. 

James M. Watson. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until eight o'clock to-morrow 
evening. 



Thursday, March 5th, 1863—8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Waples, 
and Williams. 

William H. Taylob, affirmed and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside ? 

Answer. I reside in Mispillion Hundred, Kent County, 
when I am home. 

Question. Where were you on the 4th of NoTember last, the 
day of the general election ? 

Answer. I presume I was at Prospect, if that was the day 
of the general election. 

Question. Were you ProTost Marshal for Mispillion Hundred on 
that day ? 

Answer. I was Special Provost. 

Question. Whal were your duties as ProTOst Marshal ? 

Answer. It is impossible to tell you at a word. I don't 
know that I could tell you at all. 

Question. Did you act in the official capacity of ProTOst Mar- 
shal there that day ? 

Answer. I tried to, sir. 

Question. Do I understand you to say, sir, that you acted in the 
official capacity of Provost Marshal, and do not know the duties of 
that position ? 

Answer. I cannot state the whole duties as- they were put 
down to me. 
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The Chairman. Please to state the daties of FroTOSt Marshal, 
as yoa now understand them, and as far as you can recollect them. 

The Witness. I could not state them. 

Question. What is the reason you cannot state them ? ^ 

Answer. I cannot state them, because I do not remember 
them. 

Question. From whom did you receive your commission as Fro- 
Yost Marshal ? 

Answer. It was signed by the Secretary of War, Edwin M. 
Stanton. 

Question. When was it dated ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. When did you receive it ? 

Answer. The probability is, that it was not more than a 
week previous to the election. 

Question. Was it so much as a week previous to the election ? 

Answer. I do not know how long it was before the elec- 
tion. 

Question. Did you receive that commission by mail, or by the 
hands of some indivdual ? 

Answer. A private individual. 

Question. From whom did you receive it ? 

Answer. My impression is, that I received it from James 
B. Lofland. 

Question. Where were you at the time you received your com- 
mission ? 

Answer. I think I was in the cars. 

Question. Did you not receive that commission from the hand 
of James R. Lofland in the cars between Harrington and Milford, 
on the Sunday previous to the election t 

Answer. It is impossible for me to say. I do not remem- 
ber whether it *was between Harrington and Milford, or 
between Harrington and Farmington. It might have been at 
Harrington. 

Qhestion. Did you not receive that commission on the Sunday 
previous to the election ? 

Answer. I did not receive it in the day-time at alL 

Question. Did you not receive that commission on the night o' 
the Sunday previous to the election ? 

Answer. My impression k, I did. f 
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Qoestion. What did yon do, as ProTOSt Marshal, at the polls in 
Mispillion Handred, on the day of' the election ? 

Answer. I tried to keep order as the main thing. 

Question. What means did you use forlhe preservation of order 
on that day ? 

Answer. It is almost impossible to answer that question. 
I do not remember the whole routine throughout. 

The Chairman. Only state what you do know. 

The Witness. In the first place, there was a difficulty at the 
window — I ordered Captain Graham to clear the window. In 
another instance, there were a couple of men quarreling — I or- 
dered Captain Graham to preserve order. I interfered myself 
in several instances when men were quarreling, and would 
take' one of the parties away. 

Question. Were Captain Graham and the soldiers of his com* 
mand, subject to your order on that day ? 

Answer. They were subject to my orders on that day. 

Question. What was the difficulty at the window, to which you 
allude, at the time you ordered Captain Graham to clear the 
window ? 

Answer. The difficulty at that time was, that the Democrats 
had taken possession of the window. y 

Question. At what time in the day was this. 

Answer, It was very early in the morning, as soon as the 
polls* were open. 

Question. How had the Democrats taken possession of the 
window ? 

Answer. They had collected around the window, so that 
the Union people could pot get to vote. Some of the influen- 
tial Union men asked that they should have half the window. 
The reply to that, by Charles Williamson, was : " Wait until 
we get done voting;" or " When we get done voting, you can 
vote." 

Question. Had the Democrats done anything more than to press 
their way to the window, as is usual on the day of the election, to 
Tote ? 

Answer. Yes, there was an unusual effort made by them. 

Question. What do you mean by an unusual effort ? 

Answer. • I mean more than common — more than they for- 
merly did on similar occasions. 

Question. I ask you if the effort they made consisted of aiiy^ 
thing else than to get to the window to deposit their own ballots f 
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Answer. I thought it did ; that was the reason I gare the 
order. 

Question. What did they do that you thought it consisted in 
anything else than the usual eflfort to deposit their ballots ? 

Answer. I cannot say what they did. It was impossible 
for me to see all that was done. 

Question. If you did not see anything that the Democrats did, 
except the usual efforts incident to voting, why did you order Cap- 
tain Graham to clear the window ? 

Answer. I cannot answer that question in the way it is 
put. 
JThe Chairman. Answer it in your own way. 

The Witness. I cannot say all that was done. I have not 
said that I did not see anything that was done. The question 
reads as if I had said I did not see anything that was done. 

Question. What did you see that was done ? 

Answer. It is impossible for me to say ^all that was done. 

The Chairnran. Please to state any one thing that was done. 

The Witness. I saw them take possession of the polls. 
That, and the reply of Charles Williamson, were the principal 
things I acted upon in having the polls cleared. 

Question. What do you mean by "taking possession of the 
polls," and what acts did they do in taking such possession ? 

Answer. They refused to yield one-half of Ae window 
when they had it in their possession. ~ 1 

Question. Do you mean that they did anything more than to 
press up around the window to -vote ? 

Answer. I have answered that question, 

The Chairman. You have not. I tried to get you to answer it, 
but you have not answered it yet. I ask you now how you answered 
the question ? 

Answer. I have said in substance, the taking possession of 
the window, and Williamson's reply, and the conduct outside. 

Question. Who were the Democrats that took possession of the 
window ? 

Answer. I remember Charles Williamson for one. Charles 
Butin was at the window! There were others, but I do not 
remember them. 

Question. I ask yon whether there were not TJdIod men or Ke* 
publicans in the crowd around the wibdow ? 

Answer. There might have been. I did not see any one 
in the crowd around the window. 
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Question. I ask yon whether there is not a large Democratic 
majority in Mispillion Hundred, and if so, whether from that fact 
it is not perfectly natural that there should have been more Demo- 
crats than Republicans around the window ? 

Answer. There is a majority of Democrats in our Hun- 
dred. It is natural for them to have the largest share of 
the window, but is not common to refuse to give any of the 
window until they get done voting. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether Mr. Williamson did not tell 
you that as soon as the persons who were at the window voted, they 
would retire and give place to others ? 

Answer. He did not tell me so. 

Question. I ask you if he did not say, " as soon as we vote we 
will come away," or words to that effect ? 

Answer. He did not say so to me, nor in my hearing, nor 
did I hear him say so.' 

Question. What were the e;p[act words that he did say ? 

Answer. I cannot say the exact words he did say. I have 
previously stated, in substance, that bis reply in giving us one- 
half the window was, " wait till we get done voting," or "when 
we get done voting you can vote." 

Question. I ask you if Mr. Williamson did not say, in substance, 
" that as soon as we" — meaning the persons at the window-^*' get 
done voting^we will get away and you can come ?" 

Answer. I did not hear him if he said so. " 

Question. I ask if that was not the meaning of his language ? 

^ Answer. I do not know what his meaning was, I took 
him at what he said. 

Question. I ask you if you mean to say, upon your oath, that 
Mr. Williamson said to you in substance, or used language to con- 
vey the impression to your mind, thiat the Democrats did not mean 
to allow Union men or Eepublicans to go to the window until all 
the Democrats of that Hundred had voted f 

Answer. That question is so lengthy I can scarcely com- 
prehend it at all. 

Question. You have spoken of a difficulty or quarrel which 
occurred at a later period in the day, when you say that you ordered 
Captain Graham to quell it or stop it — I forget your language. I 
ask you what that difficulty was ? 

Answer. It was a quarrel. It was between Alexander 
Johnson and George Ealston. 
Question. I ask you what th^ quarr^ pcQurr^d f^bont t 
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Answer. I do not know that I could say what the quarrel 
occurred about. My impression was that it occurred in regard 
to Mr. Johnson's voting a young man who was said to be under 
age. My impression is that the young man's name was Mark 
Johnson. That was my impression. 

Question. How far from the window were thie parties engaged 
in the quarrel ? 

Answer. I do not know ; perhaps twenty feet. 
. Question. I ask you whether you placed or directed a ifile of 
soldiers to be placed on each side of the window on that day ? 

Answer. That was not the order I gave to Captain Graham. 
I gave Captain Graham order to place his men in the shape of 
a V at the window, leaving an opening for voters to pass in 
and vote. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether voters had free acces.s to the 
polls after the soldiers were placed at the window ? 

Answer. They had not access as they had at the commence- 
ment, for several to be at the window at a time, but were ad- 
mitted to vote nearly as f|ist as they could receive their votes. 

Question. I ask you whether any person was permitted to re- 
main within the space formed by the files of soldiers which you have 
described ? 

Answer. I was permitted to be in there. 

Question. Was any other person allowed to remain in there ? 

Answer. Not a great length of time. On several occasions, 
when waiting to vote, persons were permitted to remain in 
there. 

. Question. I ask you whether Democrats and Republicans were 
permitted equally to go to that window with doubtful voters on that 
day? 

Answer. The answer is, I did not see any pernon want to 
vote the ticket that he did not vote. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether Republicans were not gene- 
rally admitted to go to the window with what is called doubtful 
voters, and whether Democrats were not generally refused that 
privilege ? 

Answer. The Republicans voted as many doubtful voters 
as they could, as far as I saw them, and the Democrats were 
not refused, to my knowledge, in voting any one they could. 

Question. Did you not yourself take advantage of your position 
within the file of soldiers to take ballots from the hands of voters, 
with which they had been furnished previous to going within the 
space formed by the files of soldiers, and place other ballots in their 
hands in their stead ? 
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Answer. I did not give to any one inside the file of soldiera 
d Union or Republican ticket, and take a Democratic ticket 
from any one inside the file of soldiers, nor prevent him from 
voting the same kind of ticket he had in his hand, or with the 
same names on it, to the best of my knowledge. 

Question. Do you mean by that answer to say that you did not 
give to any voter on that day a ticket, after he had gone within the 
space above referred to f 

Answer. No, I do not mean to say that. I mean to say 
that I did not take from the hands of any voter inside the file 
of soldiers a Democratic ticket, and give to him, in its place, a 
Eepublican ticket I was called on several times for tickets, 
and generally gave them to persons asking. 

Question. You have stated that in the morninf^ you claimed one- 
half of the window for the Republican Voters. Did you consider it 
consistent with fairness and with your duty as an officer selected to 
insure a fair election, to remain yourself within the space formed by 
the file of soldiers, aud there furnish tickets to voters, while you 
denied the same privilege to Democrats, or to any one selected by 
them for that purpose ? 

Answer, I did not deny any one from distributing tickets 
to any one. 1 do not know, nor never have heard it suggested 
before, that any Democrat was appointed or refused to give 
tickets to any one when called upon, and as my duty as an 
of&cei;, I deemed it necessary to stay with and by the soldiers 
the most of the day, which I did. 

Question. Did you order the arrest of any person there that 
day? 

Answer. 1 did not. 

Question. I ask you whether you did not order the arrest of 
Alexander Johnson ? 

Answer. I did not — that I am able to proVe. I will make 
an effort, at any rate, if it is necessary. 

Question. Was there any person arrested there that day ? 

Answer. The soldiers ha'd in charge, or did arrest> a young 
man by the name of Hardesty ? 

Question. By whose Order was Mf. Hardesty arrested ? 

Answer^ i^ot by mine. By whose, I do not know. 

Question. I ask you if you had charge of the soldiers there that 
day, whether you did not consider it your duty to prevent the arrest 
of citizens of that Hundred, unless upon your order ? 

Answer. It was impossible for me to prevent that which 
had taken place; Mr. Hardesty was arrested before I knew i^' 
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and I conversed with Mi*. Hardesty, and be confessed or said lie 
did not mean to say what he was proven to have said about 
the soldiers, and interceded in his behalf for his release. 

Question. What was proven that Mr. Hardestj bad said abotit 
the soldiers ? 

Answer, I do not know. I Was told that he asked where 
those negroes (meaning the soldiers) were going, as they went 
to dinner — or called them negroes. 

Qaestion. I ask you, sir, whether the soldiers had not negroes, 
*or a negro with them as waiter ? 

Answer. They had one negro with them as a waiter, I 
presume. 

Qaestion. Did not Mr. Hardesty allege that all he said was to 
ask, when he saw the negro going to dinner with the soldiers, 
" Where is that negro going ? f. 

Answer. I do not know ; he did not say so to me. 

Question. Do you know whether a number of tickets headed 
"Democratic tickets," on which the names of the Republican can- 
didates were printed, did not cotne out of the box while the 
Totes were being ** tallied" ? 

Answer. I do not know. 1 was there only a short time 
during the reading out, and have heard of only one such 
ticket, and that ticket, I am satisfied, was voted by the man 
who wanted to vote just such a ticket. 

Question. Do you know whether any tickets of that descHptioh 
were distributed among the voters that day.? 

Answer. I do not know to what extent they were dis* 
tributed, but know of several persons having such tickets. 

Question. Did you yourself distribute any tickets of this descfip* 
tion? 

Answer. My impression is, I did, in the morning before 
the polls were open, to Outen Anderson, at his own request. 

Question. Was Outen Anderson a candidate on the Bepublicail 
ticket? 

Answer. I believe he was. 

Question. Was Mr. Anderson the only person to whom yott 
ave those tickets ? 

Answer. My impression is, I gave them to several parties 
tot distribution. 

Qaestion. Mr. Taylor, will you please to sign the testimony yoa 
have gi^en to the Committee ? If you desire a copy of it, you can 
liave it by making the copy yourself, at such time as it is convenient 
to tbe Gommittee to allow you to make it. . 
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Answer. I am willing to sign it when I get a copy. 
Qaestion. Do you refuse to sign the testimony ? 
Answer. I refuse to sign it until I get a copy. 
Question. I ask you, sir, if that is your testimony as it has been 
read to you by the Clerk ? 

Answer. It is. 

Question. Do you refuse to sign the testimony 7 
Answer. Until I get a copy. 

The Chairman. The Sergeant-at-Arms will see that the witness 
appear at the bar of the House to-morrow morning. 

[Upon reflection, the witness signs the testimony.] 

W. H. Taylor. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 8 J o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 



Friday, March 6, 1863— 8J o'clock, A. M. 

The Committee met pui^uant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, and Wil- 
liams. 

Alexander Johk^on, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you rote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in Mispillion Hundred, and voted at 
Prospect, the place of holding elections in that Hundred. 

Question. How long have you lived in Mispillion Hundred ? 

Answer. I have lived there all my lifetime, except two or 
three years, and have never voted anywhere else only at th^ 
elections of one year. 

Question. Did you see anything at or near the polls on that day 
unusual and different from anything you ever saw before at the 
polls on election day ; if so, please state what it was ? 

Answer. I did, sir. On my arrival at the place of voting, 
which was after the polls opened, I saw, immediately in front of 
the window, many soldiers with guns in their hands/for the 
purpose, as wa^ said, -to keep the peace during the time of 
voting. 
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Qtttestiott. Sad tile presence of the soldiers the effect to preserve 
the pablic peace that day ? 

Answer. I cannot say thai it hai 

Question. How were they stationed In reference to the voting 
place ? 

Answer. There were two files of soldiets placed imme* 
diately in front of the window, which formed an alley for the 
voters to pass through to the window to vote. 

• Question. Was there any person permitted to remain within the 
space formed by the file of soldiers ? 

Answer. There was. William Senry Taylor, who was 
said to be Provost Marshal, remained inside of the alley. No 
person else was permitted to remain in the alley, only as men 
would pass up to vote, others were allowed to go with them, 
but to remain only while the person with whom they went was 
depositing his vote. 

Question. Had members of all political parties equal privileges 
to go to the window with their friends, or with doubtful voters, and 
see that their ballots were deposited ? 

Answer. I answer, no. My reasons are, that I saw men 
passing in at the side of the alley near the window, through 
the soldiers, who were in charge of EepublicanS) and who, 1 
had no doubt, intended to vote Eepublican tickets. I asked 
the same privilege of Mr. Taylor, and he refused me. 

Question. I ask yott who Mr. Taylor is, what his politics, and 
what the character which he bears in the Hundred and neighbor* 
hood where he lives ? 

Answer, fle is William fienry Taylor, a man who was 
born and raised in that neighborhood. I have never heard 
his politics doubted as being a Eepublican. He is a man with 
*whom I have never had dealings enough to know, of my own 
knowledge, his manner of doing business. His character, if 
rumor is to be believed, in my opinion, is not very enviable. 

Question. I ask yott, sir, if Mr. Taylor is such a man as the 
people of Mispillion Hundred would have selected for the position 
of Provost Marshal, if they had desired an officer to secure a fair 
and impartial election ? 

Answer. My impression is, that he is not such a man as the 
people would have selected. 

Question. I ask you whether, in your judgment, Mr. Taylo* 
would not use any official position he might occupy for the promo* 
tioa of his own ends, or the success of his own political party ? 

U 
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Answer. My impression is, from what I saw of his acts on 

the day of the election, that he would. 

Question. Mr. Taylor has stated in substance, in bis eridencc 
before this Committee, that the Democrats, on the morning of the 
election, took possession of the window where the votes were to b? 
deposited, and refused to allovr Union men or Republicans to go 
to the window to vote until the Democrats had finished voting. I 
ask you whether this statement is true ? 

Answer. If such was the case, I did not see it, nor did I 
ever hear of it before. I arrived at the place of election not 
until after the election was open. At that time Mr. Taylor 
and the soldiers had entire control of the window. 

Question. Mr. Taylor has 8pok3n of a difficulty which occurred 
between yourself and George Ralston. Will you please to state 
what that difficulty was, and what the occasion of it ? 

Answer. George Ralston and myself were standing near 
Mr. Taylor, but on the outside of the file of soldiers. Ralston 
called to Taylor, and warned him that should Mark Johnson, 
who is a nephew of mine, offer to vote, that it should be 
rejected, that he was not of age. I replied that I had heard 
no talk of his offering to vote, which reply caused the contrO' 
versy that Mr. Taylor referred to. And I here say that I 
never said one word to him on the subject of voting, nor 
would I have allowed him, if in my power, to have voted, 
knowing full well that he was under age. 

Question. Mr. Johnson, was it, or was it not the impression and 
feeling among the voters in that Hundred, that the soldiers were 
brought there for the benefit of one political party, and for the 
injary of the other ? 

Answer. It is the universal opinion of all the Democrats 
of the Hundred, that I have conversed with on the subject, 
that they were. 

Question. Mr.. Johnson, was there, in your judgment, the 
slightest necessity for the presence of the military at the polls la 
Mispillion Hundred, or any other voting place in this County, to 
preserve the public peace or insure a fair election T 

Answer. I unhesitatingly answer, no. 

Question. Did you ever hear the intimation of a purpose or de- 
sire, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere with the polls on that 
day to prevent a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. I never did ; and should I have heard it, I would 
have discountenanced it. 
Question. What was the general estimate of the Democvata^ in 



807 

your Hundred, in this County, and throughout the State, previous 
to the last election, as to the probable result of that election, if 
there was no military interference ? 

Answer. I never conversed with any intelligent politician 
of the Democratic party of our Hundred, but who agreed with 
me that the Democratic majority in said Hundred would be 
far greater than the result showed. So in the County, and 
especially in the State. It was the general impression that this 
County would be carried by a far larger majority. So in 
Sussex, and throughout the State. 

Question. In view of these facts, was it not the interest of the 
Democratic party that there should be a' fair, full, free, and peace- 
able election ? 

Answer. I think so. 

Alex. Johnson. 



John W. Smith, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Smith, where do you reside, and where did you 
vote on the day of the last general election ? 

Answer. In Mispillion Hundred, Kent County. 

Question. Were there soldiers present at the polls in that Hun- 
dred on that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; there were. 

Question. How many ? 

Answer. I did not count them. I think there were forty. 
Some told me there were forty -five. 

Question. When did they arrive, and by what conveyance were 
they brought there ? 

Answer. They walked. 

Question. When did you first learn that soldiers were expected 
at Prospect on that day f 

Answer. I never learned positively. I heard some one 
say there were to be soldiers there. 

Question. Whom di^yon hear say that soldiers were expected 
to be there ? 

Answer. I heard Mr. Taylor say so, for one. I do not know 
that he was the first. 

Question. When did you hear Mr. Taylor say so J 
Answer. Previous to the election. 
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The Chaimati. State how long previous, ^8 nearly &« jroti can 
recollect. 

The Witness. A week, I suppose. 

Question. I ask you whether, according to your best recollec- 
tion, Mr. Taylor was, or was not, the first person who told you that 
soldiers were to be there that day ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question. If any person or persons ever told you that soldiers 
were expected to be there on that day, please to name who the per- 
son or persons were ? 

Answer. I cannot say positively, as to any particular one. 
I was in conversation with Dr. Melvin, Clement Simpson, and 
others. They asked my opinion in reference to the matter. 

Question. What opinion did you give them in reference to it ? 

Answer. I told them, from what I had heard rumored in 
our neighborhood, I thought it was best to have some to keep 
the peace. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether your desire for soldiers to be 
present at that place on that day, was not more for the benefit of 
the Republican party than for the preservation of the public 
t)eace ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did you then believe, or do you believe now, that sol- 
diers were necessary to be present at the polls, for the preservation 
of the public peace ? 

Answer. I did before the election, and since am more con- 
vinced. 

Question. I ask you, sir, why you believed previous to the elec- 
tion that soldiers were necessary in Mispillion Hundred, on the 4th 
of November last, to preserve the public peace ; and what circum- 
stances have occurred since to strengthen that opinion ? 

Answer. In the first instance, one of my neighbors, Jacob 
F. Lewis, said to me, that I ought to be shot for expressing 
my opinions. And since the election" I have, understood that 
a large portion of the Democratic party were armed in the 
Western part of our Hundred — in fact, S9me of them told mo 
so. Since the election, the morning after, I met three men 
from Maryland — Eben Wright, a Mr. Frame, I don't remem- 
ber his first name. They said that th^y had arms, and were 
not afraid of the soldiei's ; that they could shoot as fast as they 
could, or anybody else. 

Question. From whom did you leatn that the largest portion of 
the Democrats in the western part of your Hundred were armea, 
and who of them told you that this was the case ? 
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Answer. I cannot say that I remember all their names. 
Dr. Melvin told rae for one — he belongs to the Union party. 
Sydney Melvin, I think, who also belonged to the Union party. 
I cannot recollect any Democrats who told me they were 
armed. 

Question. I ask you whether you do not know that Republicans 
in that Hundred also had arms ? 

Answer. I know some of them who were armed. I sup- 
pose all the Eepublicans had arms of some kind about their 
houses. 

Question. Were you afraid that the Democrats in that Hundred 
would injure you, or any other person, with the arms they had in 
their p ossesion ? 

Answer. I was afraid. 

Question. Was there ever any attempt made to injure you ? • 

Answer. I do not know that there was. 

Question. I ask you now, sir, if all this idea that the people of 
one political party in that Hundred had any design to do personal 
yiolence to the other is not mere suspicion, founded on party 
prejudice ? 

Answer. They were prejudiced against each other; no 
doubt about that. 

Question. I ask you whether you believe that the people of 
Mispillion Hundred, among whom you were born and raised, are so 
depraved as to conspire to commit personal violence upon each 
other, in consideration of mere party dififerences ? 

Answer. They will fight and quarrel, if you call that de- 
praved. I think there are some men in that Hundred would. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether you do not believe there are 
as many Republicans who would do it as there are Democrats ? 

Answer. I think not. I have had more intimacy with the 
Union party than I have with the others. I have seen more 
animosity with them than I have with the others. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether you do not know, that if there 
had been any design by the Democrats, amounting to over four hun- 
dred, to interfere with the polls with arms in their possession, as you 
say they had, they could not have been prevented from doing lo 
so by the presence of forty soldiers ? 

Answer. I think they could in the position they were fixed 
in at the election. 

Question. I ask you, sir, whether it is not great cowardice in 
one political party to be afraid of another amounting to four hun- 
dred in number, who could have been deterred from carrying into 
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effect the purposes of a settled conspiracy bj the presence of fortj 
soldiers 7 

Answer. I think it would. 

John W. Smith. 



RiCHABD N. MerrikeN; affirmed and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Merriken, where do you reside, and where did 
you vote on the day of the last general election ? 

- Answer. I reside in Mispillion Hundred, Kent County, and 
voted at Prospect. 

Question. Were there soldiers present at the polls at Prospect 
^)n that day ; if so, state the position they occupied in reference to 
the voting place ? 

Answer. There were soldiers. They were formed in lines 
immediately before the window, thereby forming "an alley for 
the Democratic voters to walk through ; while at the same 
time they had a private entrance at one side of the window 
for Eepublicans to take in doubtful voters.* 

Question. Who had charge of the soldiers there that day ? 

Answer. William H. Taylor, who told me that he was 
Provost Marshal. 

' Question. Who is William H. Taylor, and what is the character 
which he bears in that neighborhood f 

Answer. He is a son of David Taylor, Esq. His general 
reputation, so far as I know, has no parallel in our section of 
the country for rascality. 

Question. Is Mr. Taylor such a man as the people of Mispillion 
Hundred would have selected for the position of Provost Marshal, 
if they had desired an officer to insure a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. He most assuredly would have been the last man 
that has the right to exercise the elective franchise. 

Question. Is Mr. Taylor a man who, in your judgment, would 
use any official position he might occupy for/the promotion of his 
own ends, or the success of his own political party ? 

Answer. He certainly is the very man. 
Question. What time in the day did you arrive at the voting 
place in your Hundred on the day ol* last general election ? 

Answer. The polls were opened when I arrived there, and 
the soldiers and Mr. Taylor, the Provost Marshal, had posses- 
sion of the window. 
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Qnestion. I ask you whether members of all political parties 
were permitted alike, and with eqaal privileges, to go to the win* 
dow with their friends, or with doubtful voters to see that their 
ballots were deposited in the box ? 

Answer. All members were not. There was a manifest 
difference shown, and the Eepublican party had the benefit of 
that difference. 

Question. I ask you whether you ever heard of any conspiracy, 
on the part of the Democrats, to interfere with the polls on that 
day, so as to prevent a fair and impartial election? 

Answer. I never did, nor do I believe there ever was any. 

Question I ask you whether, from your knowledge of the peo- 
ple of that Hundred, any unusual number of arms of any kind 
were purchased •and owned by Democrats just previous to the 
election ? 

Answer. I do not know of a single one of any description, 
nor did I see one in the possession of any Democrat on the 
day the election. I had none myself. 

Qnestion. Was it not generally understood, previous to the last 
election, that all the volunteer companies in this County and this 
State, who were commanded by Democrats, and who had been fur- 
nished with arms by order of the Governor of the State from the 
State Arsenal, had been deprived of their arms previous to the 4th 
of November last, by persons understood to be acting by authority of 
the General Government; and that companies, commanded by 
Republicans, were permitted to retain possession of their arms up 
to and since that time ? 

Answer. I have been so informed and bSlieve. 

Question. Do you believe that there was any necessity for the 
presence of the military at the voting place in your Hundred, or at 
any other voting place in the two lower Counties of this State to 
preserve the public peace or insure a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. None whatever. 

Question. What was the general estimate, previous to the last 
election, as to its probable result, if there was no military inter- 
ference ? 

Answer. The Democratic majority in Mispillion Hundred 
would have been much larger in my opinion, and, so far as I 
can learn, throughout the entire Counties of Kent and Sussex. 

Question. I ask you whether, in view of these facts, it was not 
the interest as well as the desire of the Democratic party, that the 
election should be a fair, fall, free, and peaceable one ? 

Answer. It unquestionably was. 

B. N. Mbbbiken. 
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Mark A. Johnson, sworn aiad examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Were you at the election in MispiDion Hundred on 
the 4th of November last ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. At what time in the day did you arrive there ? 

Answer. I do not know exactly. It was after the polls 
were opened. 

Question. Were there soldiers stationed at the window when 
you arrived ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you vote, or ofifer to vote there that day ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I did not. 
i^ Question. Had yon ever any intention or purpose to offer a vote 
there that day ? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Did your uncle, Alexander Johnson, ever advise or 
encourage you to ofifer a vote on that day ? 

Answer. He did not, sir. 

Majik a. Johnson. 

W. N. W. DoBSKY, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
4th day of November last ? 

Answer. I reside in Kent County,- town of Milford, in Mil- 
ford Hundred, and voted at Milford. 

Question. Did you see anything at or near the polls that day 
unusual, and different from what you had ever seen before at the 
polls ? If so, state what it was. 

Answer. I did. I saw soldiers haying arms in their hand% 
said to be United States soldiers, placed around the window 
where the voters had to approach to vote, being unusual and 
different from anything I had ever seen at the pdls before* 
They were placed in an oblong square ; persons wishing to go 
up to vote had to request the soldiers to raise their guns^ 
which were locked, and also when they came out. 

Question. I ask you whether the people had to pass between the^ 
files of soldiers stationed at the window, as you have represented, 
and whether it was not impossible to go to that window without thd 
consent of the soldiers, or those having them in charge i 
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Answer. I believe that no Democrat was suffered to yote^ 
unless they went through the file of soldiers. I saw some 
others, who were said to vote the. Eepublican ticket, vote over 
the shoulders of the soldiers without going through. That 
was done by the direction of the Provost Marshal. 

Question. Do you know why the persons, of whom you have 
spoken as having voted the Republican ticket over the shoulders of 
the soldiers, were permitted to do so by the Provost Marshal ? 

Answer. It was so reported to me that they declared that 
they would not pass through the file of soldiers to vote. 

Question. Do you know any one of these persons? If so, 
state who he is. 

Answer. I da George S. Grier; an Englishman, was one. 
It was reported that he said he would not pass through the 
file of soldiers to vote. The Provost Marshal voted over the 
line at the same time. There were others I do not remem- 
ber. The line on one side was several times pushed in for the 
purpose of giving Republicans a chance to vote. I protested 
against this, and told the Provost Marshal that he had declared 
that no person should vote unless he came up at one side of 
the oblong formed by the soldiers. 

Question. Who was the Provost Marshal on that day ? 

Answer. James R. Lofland said he held the commission. 

Question. Who is James R. Lofland, and what are his politics T 

Answer. I should think that he is a sworn enemy of the 
Democrats. I think that is his politics. 

Question. I ask you, sir, -if, in your judgment, James R. Lofland 
is a man who would use any official position he might occupy for 
the promotion of his own political purposes, and for the benefit of 
his own political party ? 

Answer. I would say that he did do it on the 4th day of 
November last. He arrested a man, who was a soldier, while 
attempting to vote, as he alleged, a Democratic ticket, and de- 
clared that no soldier should vote there that day, unless he 
voted a Union ticket. He was arrested and carried to Mr, 
Shockley's hotel, and there detained until four or five o'clock 
— about a quarter of an hour before the polls were closed. 
He was then permitted to come to the polls, and voted the Re- 
publican ticket, I presume. 
By Mr. Williams : 

Question. What reason have you to suppose he voted a RQpul>* 
lican ticket ? 
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Answer. The parties who came with him said he voted the 
Eepublican ticket. I also saw the ticket — it had a flag on it, 
and the Democrats had no such tickets. 

Question. Do you know any other case in which Mr. Lofland 
interfered that day to prevent any citizen from voting in accordance 
with his political sentiments ? 

Answer. Only by hearsay. I heard that there was another 
case of a soldier whom Mr. Lofland tried to prevent from 
voting. 

Question. Mr. Dorsey, what party had the majority in your 
Hundred ? 

Answer. The Eepublicans. 

Question. With the Republican majority in that Hundred, 
would it have been possible for the Democrats to have prevented a 
fair election if they had been so disposed ? 

Answer. I should think not. 

Question. Have you not always been an active Democrat, in the 
confidence of the party, understanding all its principal plans and 
purposes ? 

Answer. I have always been an active Democrat. How 
far I have had the confidence of the Democratic party, I can- 
not say. I believe I have generally known all the material 
workings of the Democratic party in Milford Hundred. 

Question. Did you ever hear the intimation of a purpose or 
desire, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere with the polls on 
the 4th of November last to prevent a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. No, sir ; I never heard anybody intimate such a 
thing, and do not believe there was such an idea in the brain 
of a man in the Democratic party. ' 

Question. Do you know where the soldiers, who were at Milford 
that day, were from ? 

Answer. About twelve o'clock at night on Monday night, 
being the night before the election, I heard the sound of the 
railroad whistle, and was awakened up. In about a quarter 
of an hour from that time, I heard a rapping at my front door. 
' I went down to the door and opened it, and William D. Fow- 
ler and Dr. Mark Lofland came in, and told me that there were 
some one or two hundred troops over at the depot, and came 
down in the cars, and asked me what we should do — ^that they 
supposed we would all be arrested. I told them we could do 
nothing, only to wait until they did it ; that they had better 
go home. They stated that they had in charge some Demo- 
crats that the Eepublicans were trying to get away from thent 
I told them not to jeopardize their own safety. They left, and 
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I suppose went borne. I then went to bed, and, in a few 
moments, the soldiers came parading by my house. I did nol 
go out any more until next morning about eight o'clock. When 
I went to my front door, I looked down town and saw many 
of the soldiers standing before Shockley's hotel. While stana* 
ing in my porch, several of the Democrats came to me, and 
asked me what we had better do. I told them I had made up 
my mind to go down and do all I could to get the Democrats to 
vote as early in the day as possible, more especially those who 
would be most likely to be arrested ; as I had no doubt that 
many of us would be arrested. I went down to the polls, and, 
while going, I saw several soldiers acting as sentinels on the 
street and before Watson's hotel, the place of voting. 

Question. Did the soldiers, by direction of the Provost Mar- 
shal, appear to be acting in concert with either of the political 
parties ; and if so, with which party ? 

Answer. They were acting with the Eepublican party. I 
expostulated with them several times, and told them that they 
should give the Democrats the same chance that they did the 
Eepublicans ; and they said they were soldiers, and were 
bound to obey orders, let it be right or wrong. 

Question. Had the Democrats an equal chance with the Repub- 
licans, and had they the same privilege to go to the polls with their 
friends, aud see that their ballots were deposited, that was accorded 
to the Republicans ? 

Answer. Not at all times. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of the military at the polls in Milford, or at any other 
voting place in the two lower Counties of this State, to preserve 
the public peace, or insure a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question. What was the general estimate, previous to the last 
election, as to the probable result of that election, in relation to the 
County and State ticket, if there was no military interference ? 

Answer. My estimate, with those with whom I conversed, 
was from a thousand to fifteen hundred majority for the Demo- 
cratic party in the State. The idea was that the Democrats 
would carry the Counties of Kent and Sussex by large 
majorities, and thereby secure a Democratic majority in the 
legislative branch of the State. 

Question. Was it not the interest of the Democratic party, in 
consideration of these l^cts, that there should be a fair, full« free, 
And peaceable election ? 
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- Answer. I tliink it was. I will state, in addition to wliat I 
have said, that, on the evening of the little election, four weeks 
exactly before the general election, in an argument with Joseph 
S. Lofland, candidate upon the Kepublican ticket for Sheriff 
of Kent County, he stated that they could carry Milford 
Hundred by a majority of 225, or more, if they had a mind 
to make use of the means which were offered to them. I 
asked him what the means were. He said they were offered 
the purse and the bayonet, if they saw proper to accept them^ 
TKfere is another fact. Perry Kickards, a Democrat, told me 
that he did not vote because he would not go through the file 
of soldiers. Their presence produced great intimidation 
among the Democratic voters during the fore part of the day. 
The Democrats in our Hundred were all frightened — we did 
not know what to do. The soldiers were under the complete 
control of the Eepublicans, and we felt that we were in their 
power, and did not know what action they might take. I 
Dade my family farewell when I left, not knowing whether I 
should be permitted to return. 

W. N. W. DOBSEY. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until 7J o'clock, P. M., on Mon- 
day the 9th instant. 



Monday, March 9, 1863— 7J o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, and 
Waples. 

William Hill, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in Milford, and voted there. 
Question. Did you observe anything unusual, and different from 
what you had ever seen before around the polls that day ? 

Answer. We had the soldiers around the polls, whiclx waa 
unusual and different from what I had ever seen befpre. 
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Qnestlon. What position did the soldiers occupy in reference to 
the polls ? 

Answer. They were standing on each side of the window, 
with their bayonets crossed. The voters had to pass between 
the files of soldiers. The soldiers would raise their bayonets for 
II voter to pass through, and cross them a^ain on his entrance, 
also the same on his return. The soldiers blocked up the 
bassage for voters on each side of the window of the house as 
far as they extended. 

QuestioD. Did all the voters there that day pass through the files 
of soldiers ? 

Answer. All that I saw. I understood that Mr. Grier re- 
fused to pass through the files of soldiers, and they took his 
vote on the outside of the soldiers. There might have been a 
few votes put into the box before the soldiers were placed 
around the window. 

Qaestion. By whose direction were soldiers placed on each side 
of the window as you have described ? 

Answer. James E. Lofland, who was said to be Provost 
Marshal, had charge of the soldiers, and seemed to have the 
management of things around the window. 

Qaestion. Who is James R. Lofland, and to what political party 
does he belong ? 

Answer. He belongs to the Eepublican party, and votes 
that ticketv • 

Qaestion. Is James K. Lofland a man who would take advan- 
tage of any official position he might occupy for the promotion of 
his own ends, or the success of his own political party ? 

Answer. From some circumstances which happened on 
that day, I should say he would. 

Question. Did the soldiers, under his direction, appear to be 
acting in concert with and for the success of either of the political 
parties ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I should say they acted in concert with 
the Republican party. 

Question. Was the presence of the soldiers calculated to pro- 
duce intimidation among any class of voters in Milford on that day ? 

Answer. I heard several persons say they would not vote 
in consequence of the soldiers being there ; whether they did 
or not, I am not able to say. ' 

Question. Do you know whether the Provosl Marshal, or the 
soldiers under him, interfered that day to prevent any person from 
voting in accordance with his own political sentiments ? 



818 

Answer. I will state a circumstance which happened that 
day. There was a soldier, by the name of Peter Minor, who 
lived immediately opposite our place of business. He came 
over to our side of the street. I, or some one present, asked 
him why he did not go and vote. His reply was, that he 
could not vote that day ; that the Provost Marshal told him if 
he voted any other than a Eepublican ticket he would have 
him arrested. I remarked to Curtis S. Watson, who was 
standing by me, and a number of others, if he (Watson) would 
go with me to see the Provost Marshal, I would ask him 
whether he would permit Peter Minor to vote. We did ask 
him, and he said he had no objections to Peter Minor's voting. 
We then asked him why he objected to his voting. His reply 
w^as, that he would rather scare him out of his vote than buy 
it. I went back to Mr. Minor, and told him to take his ticket 
and vote. He took his ticket, and voted without objection, so 
far as I heard. 

Question. How long have you lived in the town of Milford ? 

Answer. I have lived in the town thirteen years, and in the 
neighborhood all my life. 

Question. Are you well acquainted with the voters at that 
place ? 

Answer. Yes, sir ; I know the people very well. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of military there to preserve the public peace, or insure a 
fair election ? • 

Answer. I should think there was no necessity for them at 
all. 

William Hill. 

William D. Fowler, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
4th of November last ? 

Answer. In Milford, and voted in Milford Hundred. 

Question. Did you see soldiers at or near the polls during the 
time of voting ? . If so. state what position they occupied in refer-fc 
ence to the polls. 

Answer. I saw them at the polls with the bayonets thrust 
in on each side of the window at the place of voting, out to 
the width of the porch. Two soldiers were standing, with 
bayonets locked, under which a greater portion of the voters 
had to pass as thoy went up to vote. 
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Question. Who had command of the soldiers ? 

Answer. My understanding was, that they were tinder tlie 
command of James E. Lofland, the Provost Marshal. 

Question. Is James R. Lofland a man who would use any 
oflBcial position he might occupy for the promotion of his own ends, 
or the success of his own political party ? 

Answer. He did, sir, on that day, to an advantage. 

Question. Did Mr. Lofland seem to be directing his efforts, 
through the agency of the soldiers under his cotamand, for the pre- 
servation of the public peace and the insuring of a fair and impar- 
tial election, or did his efforts seem to be, through the agency of 
the soldiers, to promote the interests of his own party ? 

Answer. The interests of his own party, I would answer. 

Question. Of what political party is Mr. Lofland a member ? 

Answer. He belongs to what is usually known as the Ee- 
publican party. 

Question. Do you remember any instance where Mr. Lofland 
interfered to influence unfairly the vote of any citizen of that Hun- 
dred ? 

Answer. I do. James R. Lofland, in company with two or 
more soldiers, came to the Democratic headquarters. I met 
him at the door. He said he wanted Joseph Sparks out of 
the room. Joseph Sparks, in the meantime, had voluntarily 
come into the room, and called me one side, and asked me 
whether he would be arrested and placed in Fort McHenry if 
he voted a Democratic ticket. To use Sparkd^ own language, 
James R. Lofland told him so. He said he was a Democrat, 
and wanted to vote the Democratic ticket. I then started out 
of the room, in company with Sparks, to the polls to vote. 
We met James R. Lofland, with two or more soldiers, at the 
head of the staircase. James R. Lofland stopped Sparks him- 
self, and told him that he should not vote with me, and asked 
him why he got out of the lines. Sparks answered that he had 
no right to hold him in the lines, as he was home on his 
parole. He was a paroled prisoner, having been taken by 
the Southern army. He told Lofland he was a Democrat, and 
was going to vote that ticket, that he had changed his views. 
Lofland told him he should not vote. I then made a proposi- 
tion to Mr. Lofland to give him a ticket of each kind, and let 
him go by himself and deposit which one he saw proper. Lof- 
land answered that he had no compromise to make. Sparks 
then went down the stairs, in company with myself, and went 
over into the store of William Hill & Son. I there asked him 
if he had paid his tax, upon which he produced his tax 
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Sl^ceipt. I gave him a ticket, and told him to show his receipt, 
fihowing he had a right to a vote. He went, in company with 
Mr. Cannon, to the place of voting, or as near as he could get 
to the place of voting. The soldiers, who were standing with 
their bayonets locked, pushed him back, and told him he could 
not vote then. He produced his tax receipt, and told them he 
had a right lo a vote, and was going to vote a Democratic 
ticket— holding it in his hand. I then demanded bf the sol- 
diers to know why they challenged his vote, to let him go to 
the window and the Judges would decide whether he was a 
qualified Voter. The answer was, the Provost Marshal had 
told them not to allow Sparks to vote in his absence. In the 
meantime, James E. Lonand, the Provost Marshal, seized him 
by his coat, pulled him out of the porch, and ordered two sol- 
diers to bear him away. To the best of my knowledge, I saw 
him no more until the next morning. 

Question. Do yon know of any other instance of interference by 
the Provost Marshal with any voter there ? 

Answer. He interfered with me. I was going, in company 
with Thomas LoUis, who had been living in Murderkill Hun- 
dred, to make an explanation to the Judges in regard to his 
tax. The soldiers, who were standing at the edge of his porch, 
Would not let me come upon the porch. When he got to the 
window, the Provost Marshal was standing there, and had a 
private conversation with him. I do not know how he voted. 

Question. Ml the Provost Marshal assume to have control of 
the voting, and allow such persons as he pleased to go to the 
window and vote, and refuse to allow others to go either by them- 
selves or with their friends to vote until such times as suited him ? 

Answer. He, through the soldiers, refused to allow me to 
go to the window with anybody. I never went to the window 
during the day, except at the time I voted. I made ejBfort to 
go with several friends, but the soldiers would point their 
bayonets at me as soon as I approached. 

Question. Did the Provost Marshal, and the soldiers under him, 
act in concert with and for the benefit of either of the political 
parties ? 

Answer. They did — ^for the benefit of the Eepublican 
iparty. 

Question. Did you ever hear of the intimation of a purpose or 
desire, on the part of the Democrats, to interfere with the polls on 
the 4th of November last, to prevent a fair and impartial election 1 

Answer. We wanted to get all the votes we could, but we 
intended to use no violence* 
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Qaestlon^ What party is in the majority in Milford Hundred f 

Answer. The Abolitiaii party holds the balance .of power 
in our Hundred. 

- Question. Was there, in your judgment, apy neeessity for the 
presence of the military in Milford, to preserve the public peace or 
insore a ftiir and impartial election ? 

Answer. There was not. 

Question. About the time Mr. Sparks was arrested and taken 
6ft by the soldiers, was there any charge made by the soldiers upon 
th« voters there ? 

• Answer^ There was a disturbance. I do not know whetber 
there was any regular charge. 

William D. Fowleb. 



Henry B. Fiddbman, sworn and examined. 

ByMr. Oahall: 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Aiiswer. I reside and voted in Milford. 

Question. Was there free and uninterrupted access to the 
polls on that day ? ^ 

Answer. I do not consider that there was. 
The Chairman. State your reasons for there not being a free 
and uninterrupted access, as on former occasions. 

Answer. There was a file of armed soldiers on either side 
of the window, which obstructed free access to the window. 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers produce much in* 
timidatiou among any class of voters ; and if bo, what class ? 

Answer. I am inclined to think they did. Certain mem- 
bers of the Democratic party were intimidated. They may 
have voted, notwithstanding. 

Question. Did you consider that intimidation sufficient to pro<* 
duce any marked difference in the political features of the votes that 
were cast on that^ day ? 

Answer. If there was any difference, it was in favor of the 
Republican party, and I consider there was a difference. 

• Question. To what extent do you think that difference was, so 
far as you have any means of judging ? 

■ • Answer. I say I thought there was a difference, to what 
extent I am unable to say. 

Question. Did you consider, firom your knowledge of the 
citizens of Milford Hundred, that there was any need, of the pre* 

T 
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sence of soldiers at the polls on tiist daj, in order to preeenro tlie 
pablic peace, or insure a fair election t 

Answer. Not the slightest 

Question. Did jon consider that the presence of the militar/ 
eontribated to the preservation of the pablic peace on that daj t 

Answer. I do not think it did in any manner. 

Question. Have jon not been, and are jon not now, an acti?e 
member of the Democratic partj, knowing all its principal plans 
and operations in conducting political campaigns 1 

Answer. I haVe been a member of the Democratic party 
ever since I was entitled to a vote. I think I understand its 
principles, and have endeavored to aid its success by all fistir 
and honorable means. 

Question. Did you erer hear of a purpose or desire, on the part 
of any Democrat, to interfere with the polls on the day of the elec- 
tion, BO as to prevent a fair election J 

Answer. I never heard the intimation of any sacli design. 

Question. If there had been any intention or purpose of that 
kind, do you not believe that you would have known it 1 
, Answer. I believe I should. 

Question. Were the soldiers stationed at the polls acting under 
the direction of any one as FroYOst Marshal ; if so, who was he J 

Answer. They seemed to be under the complete control of 
James B. Lofland, who was said to l>e Provost Marshal at the 
time, and was exercising authority as such. 

Question. Did the said James R. Lofland, together with the 
soldiers at his command, offer any opposition to any voter on that 
day, so as to prevent him from exercising the right of franchise ac« 
cording to his own will ? 

Answer. I saw them prevent a man, by the name of 
Sparks, from approaching the window with the seeming in^^ 
tention of depositing his vote. 

Question. How did they prevent him from approaching tho 
window ? Was it by arrest or intimidation ? 

• Answer. By arrest, as I understood, by the order of tho 
Provost Marshal. 

Question. Did that arrest produce any exciteni^nt ? 

Answer. It did produce some. 

Question. Did the soldiers charge bayonets upon the citiaens at 
the polls J 

Answer. Charges were made on one or two occasions^ but 
I eannot say upon that one. 

H. B. FiDDlbXAX* 
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Mark G. LoI'land, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you vote in Milford on the 4th of Nofember 
last? 

Answer. I did, sir* 

Question. Were there soldiers stationed near the polls during 
the time of Toting t 

Answer. There were, sir ; not at the beginning, but from a 
half hour to an hour sSter the polls were opened, until they 
closed they Were there. 

Question. How many soldiers were there at Milford, according 
to your hest recollection f 

Answer. 1 think, according to my best recollection, there 
were from twenty to twenty-four* 

Question. By what conveyance were they brought, and when 
did they arriye there f 

Answer. They came by cars, and> I think, they arrived in 
the night of the 3d of November. 

Qhestion. Were they in a regular or a special train of cars ? 

Answer. 1 suppose it was a special train. There were no 
cars running there at nights 

Question. Do you know whether they were a part of the Maty* 
land Home Guards, or were they a part of General Wool's com- 
mand ? 

Answer. I do not know to what regiment they belonged. 
I suppose they were under General Wool's command He 
Was in the State the neit day. 

Question. How long did they remain in Milford ? 

Answen They remained there all the day of the 4th, and 
went away) I think, the next morning. 

Question. Under whose command were they while they remained 
in Milford ? 

Answer. They seemed to be under the command of the 
Provost Marshal) Mr. Lofland. 

Question. Did they appear to be acting in concert with and for 
the benefit of either of the political parties f 

Answer. They seemed to give the preference to the Aboli- 
tion or Eepublican party. 

Question. Was it, or was it not, generally understood that they 
were brought there to aid the Republicans, and injure the Demo- 
crats t 

Answer. That was my own impression, and seemed to be the 
impression of persons generally. 
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QnestioD, Had their presence the effect to ifitimidate the Demo- 
crats, and to embolden the Repablicans ? 

Answer. It did, sir ; and we had a good deal of tronWc to 
get some Democrats to vote. ... 

Question. Did you hear any conTcrsation between the Prorost 
Marshal and Mr. Cartis Watson, or anybody else, Ir relatiOB to 
Mr. Sparks* TOting ? 

• j&nswer. Yes, sir; I did so after his arrest was made. I 
was in Mr. Watson's office, with several prominent Democrats. 
The Provost Marshal came in — it was just a little while before 
the polls closed, between four and five, as well as I recollect. 
He said to Mr. Watson : " Oome now, Curtis, let us go up and 
see what way Joe wants to vote. You may offer him a ticket, 
and I will, also, and which ever ticket he chooses to vote, let 
him go and do so." I remarked that he was very much 
frightened, and as long as they had arrested him, keep him in 
durance, and not let him vote at all, because he would be sure 
to vote the Republican ticket. The Provost Marshal said that 
he should vote now, anyhow. 

Question. What was your reason for saying that be would Toter 
a Repnblican ticket ? 

Answer. Because they had threatened him with incarcera- 
tion in Fort McHenry, according to his own words — he told 
me so. 

Qnestion. Had be, or had be not, been for several hours a pri-i 
soner in the possession of the Provost Marshal ? 

Answer. He had been, three or four hours, I think. 
Question. Were you present at the time he made an effort to 
rote in the morniDg, and was prevented by the soldiers ? 

Answer. I was. He went to the foot of the pavement, and 
one of the soldiers said to him that he had been there once be- 
fore, and told him to go off. Sparks held up his tax receipt in 
one hand, and a Democratic ticket in the other, and said : '* I 
have a right to vote, and am going to do itJ' Whereupon the 
soldier said : " Go away, God damn you, you shall not vote 
until we see the Provost Marshal."" This aroused Mr. Fowler, 
and he asked the soldier what right he had to say that a man 
should not vote who had paid his tax, and bad a right to a vote. 
He told him to let Sparks go to the window, and let the Judges 
decide the matter. They did not permit him to go to the 
window. 

Question. Do you know how he did vote ? 
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Answer. I do not. He went to tb« window with a Repub- 
lican and voted. Tho Provost MarsTial. himself said that he 
voted the Eepublican ticket ^ . :.. . 

Qaestion. Do you kaow whether, at any time previous to the 
election, a company of cavalry, headed by George P. Fisher, who 
was then the candidate on the Republican ticket for Congress, and 
Nathaniel B. Smithers, visited Milford, to attend a political meet- 
ing, or for any other purpose ? 

Answer, I do, sir. I cannot tell you what time ; it was 
before the election. The company <k cavalry, headed by 
Knight, came to Milford. Mr. Fisher and Mr. Smithers came 
along with them, and spoke at a political meeting at Milford 
that night 

; Question. Were they understood to be cavalry in the service, or 
at least in the pay of the United States. 

Answer, That was the understanding. 

Question. Do yoii recollect about what number there were ? 

Answer. I do not know ; there were a good many, 

Q<iest!oh. What impression did the parading of a company of 
cavalry through this State, at a period so near the election, to 
attend political meetings, make upon the mind of. the people 
generally ? 

r Answer. I cannot say what impression it had on others. 
It led me to think they designed to intimidate voters. They 
did make an attack upon a Democrat, and drew their revolvers, 
and had it not been for one or two citizens, I believe the fellow 
would have been murdered for no cause. They attacked none 
but Democrats, and none but Democrats seemed to be 
alarmed. 

' Question. Was it not the general feeling among the Democrats, 
that that cavalry company was paraded through the State, and ex- 
kil^ite4 at political meetings, for the purpose of advertising that the 
Republican party had control of the military, and thereby to in^ 
timidate i^nd alarm timid vo^rs ? 

Answer. I have no doubt it was so myself; but I can- 
not speak in regard to others. 

• Question. Do you know whether, on the day of the election, tbe 
soldiers made an attack on any prominent Republican who was in 
tbbe jtoiirn.:of Milford on that day ? ..i 

Answer. I do, sir. There was a little disturbance at the 
polls over a voter, whereupon the Captain ordered a charge. 
The. soldiers, who were rustling towards Winloek H. Tomlm* 
son, with their bayonets pointed at him, had. got near Tomlin- 
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Ykiber, then candidate for Ciongress, hallooed : '' Stop ! atop! 
he is a good Union man/' and thej immediately halied. 

Mask G. Lofland. 

The examination of Henry B. Fiddsmak was resamed, he 
being recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Qoestion. Do jon reeoHect whether a conpan j of caT&lrr risited 
Milford at any time preTioas to the election ? If so, please to state 
what joa know about it. 

Answer. I recollect that a very short time, perhaps one or 
two weeks before the election, a company of cavalry came to 
Milford on Saturday, and remained until Monday. 

Qaestion. Were they there ostensibly to attend a political 
meeting J 

Answer. That seemed to be the understanding, and a 
political meeting was held by the Bepublican party that night 
— Saturday night. I saw Mr. Fisher and Mr. Smithers in a 
carriage, and, I think, they were at the head of the procession. 

Qaestion. What impression did the parading a company of 
caTalry through this State to attend political meetings, within a few 
days of the general election, make npon the minds of persons gene- 
rally? 

Answer. It made the impression, on my mind, that it was 
intended to overawe and intimidate timid voters of the Demo- 
cratic party. 

Qaestion. Do yon know whether any portion of that cayalry 
company made an attack upon any citizen of Milford during their 
stay there ? 

Answer. I understood that an attack was made upon Ben- 
jamin Y. Collins, which took place nearly opposite my resi- 
dence. I was attracted by the noise to the front door, and 
heard a man, who I afterwards learned was Mr. Collins, begging 
to be released by some of the armed cavalry who surrounded 
him, and who, I afterwards learned, was released by the inter- 
ference in his behalf of one of our most respectable citizens. 

Qaestion. Do yon know why the caTalry made the attack on 
Mr. Collins ? 

■ Answer. I understood that night, or next day, that ho was 
charged with hissing at one of Vie speakers who was on the 
stand ; which charge he denied* 

H. B. FlPDXMAX. 
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On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until hulf-past eight o'dook to- 
morrow morning. 



Tuesday, March 10, 1863— 8J o'clock, A. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — ^Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Stubba^ 
and Waples. 

William Thakp, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Qaeption. Did joa Tote in Milford ou the day of the last 
general election 7 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Did you see anything unusnal, and different from 
what you had ever seen before at or near the polls that day J 

Answer. I did. There were some armed United States 
soldiers there, a portion of them stationed at the polls. There 
were two files extending from the window, the width of the 
porch, with arms in hand, between which the voters had to 
pass to get to the window. 

Question. At what time in the day did you rote ? 

Answer. I should judge about 11 o'clock. 

Question. Had you to pass between two files of armed soldiers 
to get to the window to vote ? 

Answer. I did. 

Question. Was the space between the two files of soldiers closed 
with locked bayonets in the hands of soldiers at the time you 
approached the window to TOte ? 

Answer. Yes. When I made the attempt to go up to the 
window, and approached the outer end of the file of soldiers, 
the bayonets were locked. I mentioned that I would go and 
vote. They then opened the bayonets, and allowed me. to pass 
in. My impression is, they then locked the bayonets. I 
know they did when others passed in. 

Question. Under whose charge were the soldiers there that day t 
. Answer. My understanding was, that they were under the 
charge of the Provost Marshal, James E. Lonand. 

QuesUon. What are the politics of James R. Lofland ? 
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Answer. He professes to ii6t Vith a party called the Union 
party, which, in our State, is nnderstooa to be the same aa is 
recognized as the Republican party of the country. In our 
State, the term Republican party is rather unpopular. 

Question. Is James R. Lofland a Tiolent and prejudiced par- 
tizan, and woald he, in joar judgment, use any official position he 
might occupy for the promotion of his own ends, or the success of 
his own political party f 

Answer. I think he would for the sake of obtaining votes 
for. his party. I also think he is as violent a politician proba- 
bly as we have in our Hundred. 

Question. Did Mr. Lofland, on the 4th of KoTember last, 
through the agency of the troops under his command, act in concert 
with and for the benefit of either of the political parties 7 

Answer. I think he did, for the benefit of the so-called 
Republican party. 

Question. Was the presence of troops, stationed in the position 
yon haTe described, and commanded by James R. Lofland, calcur 
lated to produce, and did their presence produce, great dissatisfac- 
tion and intimidation aifiong any class of voters in Milford Hun- 
dred ? 

Answer. I think it did. I am also of the opinion that it 
had the effect which those who sent them desired it should 
have, which was to intimidate the Democrats and embolden 
the Republicans. 

Question. Were you ever the Governor of this State ? 

Answer. I was, for four years. 

Question. Are jou not well acquainted with the people of the 
whole State ? 

Answer. I suppose I am as well acquainted with the people 
of the State as most persons. 

Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity for the 
presence of, the military at any voting place in this State on the 4th 
of November last, to preserve the public peace, or insure a fair and 
impartial election f ...... 

Answer. None, whatever. 

Question. By what party were you elected Governor of this 
Stater .... 

Answer. The Democratic party. 

Question. Have you not frequently been elected to official posi- 
tion by the Democratic party in this State, and have you not always 
enjoyed the confidence of the party, and been generally consulted 
in reference tp its pUns and purposes J . . 
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Answer. I have been elected to both branches of the 
Legislature, and I think I have enjoyed the confidence of the 
party, and been generally consulted. 

Question. I ask you whether you ever heard the intimation of 
a purpose or desire, on the part of tho Democrats, to interfere with 
the polls on the 4th of November last, to prevent a fair and impar- 
tial election ? 

Answer. No, I never did. I think the desire of the Demo- 
cratic party was to have a quiet, fair election. 

Question. What was the general estimate of Democrats through* 
out the State, previous to the last election, as to the probable result 
of that election, if there was no military interference ? 

Answer. That the Democratic party would carry their 
County ticket by large majoritie? in the two lower CountieS; 
and thereby secure a majority in the Legislature ; and that 
they would also elect their State ticket. I think that was the 
universal calculation. • . . 

Question. In view of these facts, was it not the interest, as well 
as the desire of the Democratic party, that the election should be a 
fair, full, free, and peaceable one ? 

Answer. It is my opinion that it was their interest. 

Question, Do you know whether a cavalry company visited 
your town for the purpose of attending a political meeting, of either 
party, a. few days previous to the last general election ? 

Answer. Yes. There was a cavalry company visited our 
town, I think a week or two before the ^election, and attended 
a political meeting held by the Eepublican party. I. should 
think there were very nearly one hundred. . 
. Question. Did you see them as they passed through the town 7 
If so, please to state who headed the procession. 

Answer. I saw them when they passed my door, headed by 
George P. Fisher and Nathaniel B. Smithers in a doubie 
carriage. , . ; .i 

Question. What impression did the parading of a cavalry com* 
pany, amounting to about one hundred, through this State for the 
purpose of attending the meetings of one of the political parties, 
within a week or two previous to the general election, make upon 
the minds of persons generally with whom you have conversed ? * 

Answer. It was generally condemned. I think the inten- 
tion was to try to influence voters through intimidation. . 

William Tharp. 
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Chables Williamson, affirmed and examined. 

By the Chairman : 
QoestioQ. Were yoa at the TOting place in Mispillion Hundred 
on the 4th of Kovember last, and did joa Tote at that place ? 

Answer. I was there, and I voted. 

Question. It was stated by the ProTOSt Marshal of that Hun- 
dred, William Henry Taylor, that the Democrats of the Handc^d, 
among whom you were particalarly named, took possession of the 
polls soon after they were opened, and refused to allow Union men or 
Kepublicans to go to the window to vote. That some of the Union 
men requested that half the window be given to them, and that yon 
replied that the Republicans might vote when the Democrats were 
done voting, and refused to allow them any space at the window. I 
ask yon, sir, if this statement, or any part of it, is true ? 

Answer. The Democrats did not take possession of the 
window, nor did they refuse to allow Bepublicans to vote. I 
was there at the opening of the polls, when the window was 
raised, and it was proclaimed that the polls were open. • There 
were a few,^ome five or six, advanced towards the window 
and commenced voting, and turning off as soon ad they had 
voted. William Shaw came np, and said: "We intend to 
have half of the window." At that time there was plenty of 
room for any man to vote. I, myself, was not at the windfow, 
but was not far off. I said to Mr. Shaw : " There is room 
enough for men to vote if they wish to vote." I took him by 
the arm and said : " There is room at the window if you wish 
to vote ; do you wish to vote ?" He said : " Yes." I then 
pushed him along. When he and I got up near enough to 
the window to vote, Mr. Shaw said : " I do not want to vote 
now." I then said to him : " If you do not want to vote, 
stand out of the way and I will vote," and did vote. Then I 
left the window as soon as I was done voting, and I was no 
more at the window until the afternoon. 

Question. I ask you whether, during the time you were at or 
near the window, Democrats and Republicans both had not equal 
priTileges, and did not alike go to the window and rote ? 

Answer. They did. 

Question. Did you say to Mr. Shaw, or Mr. Taylor, or any 
other person, that Bepublicans should not vote until Democrats 
were done voting ? 

Answer. I positively did not then, before, or since. 
Question. Did you use language which any honest and Intel- 
ligent man could have construed to have that meaning ? 

Answer. I think not, sir. - 
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Qnestion. Are yon acquainted with Williaia H. Taylor, who 
was ProTost Marshal for Mispillion Handred, on the day of the last 
general election ? 

Answer. I am, sir, and have been from his boyhood. 
Qnestion. What character does he bear through that section of 
the country 1 

Answer. I would like to be excused from answering that 
question. I have made it a rule in my life, if I could not say 
good of a man, to say as little harm as possible. 

The Chairman. The Committee wonld excuse yon if they thonghl 
it consistent with their daty, bat they de'em it important that the 
character of the men who were selected as ProTOst Marshals, and 
placed in charge of the polls, shonld be known. They must, there* 
fore, insist on an answer to the question. 

The Witness. Well, Mr. Taylor's character, from general 
report, is not very good. 

Question. Is he such a man as the people of Mispillion Hun- 
dred would have selected for the oflBce of Provost Marshal, if they 
had desired an officer who would act justly, and use the position to 
secure a fair and impartial election f 

Answer. He is not. He would hiave been, I think, one of 
the last men that would been selected for that purpose. 

Qnestion. Is Mr. Taylor, in your judgment, a man who would 
use any official position he might occupy for the promotion of his 
own ends, or the benefit of his own political party ? 

Answer. I think he is. 

Qnestion. Did he, on the day of the last general election, use 
his influence as Provost Marshal of that Hundred, through the 
agency of the troops under his command, for the benefit of one 
political party, and the injury of the other. 

Answer. He did, for the benefit of the Republican party. 

Question. Did, or did not, the whole conduct ^of Mr. Taylor, as 
Provost Marshal, and as commander of the troops who were 
present, justify and induce the belief that the troops were brought 
there to promote the interests of one of the political parties ? 

Answer. It did ; for the Republican party. 

Qnestion. How long have you been a citizen and voter in Mis- 
pillion Hundred ? 

Answer. I have been a voter nearly forty years, and al- 
ways in that Hundred. 

Question. Have you not received the confidence of the people of 
your Hundred and County by election to the Legislature, and ia 
other ways ? 

Answer. I think I have. 
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Qaestion. I ask you whether, in your jodgment, there was any 
Becessity for the presence of the military at the polls ii^ Mispillioa 
Handred, or any other voting place in this Connty, to preserve the 
pnblic peace, or insure a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. I think there was no necessity whatever. 

Question. Did the presence of the military in Mispillion Hun- 
dred tend, in your judgment, materially to benefit one party, and !&• 
jure the other ? 

Answer. I am sure, in my judgment, that it did tend to 
benefit the Republican party and injure the Democratic party. 

Charlbs Williamson. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

The Committee adjourned until 1| o'clock this afternoon. 



Same Day, 1 J o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, Williams, 
and Waples. 

Geobge Davis, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election f 

Answer. At Smyrna, in Duck Creek Hundred, in Kent 
County. 

Question. Will you please to state whether there were armed 
soldiers, understood to be in the service of the United States, at or 
near the polls on ^hat day ? 

Answer. There was a company of soldiers, said to be in 
the service of the United States, stationed opposite our voting 
place on the election day. 

Question. Do you know under whose charge they were, and by 
whose direction they were placed opposite the polls ? 

Answer. William C. Eliason, who was said to be the 
Deputy Provost Marshal, left the polls, and said that he would 
bring the soldiers, that he had authority ta do so. I asked 
him by what authority he acted. He told me, in the first in- 
stance, that he acted by the authority of Gteneral Wool, and 
then amended it by saying, Secretary Stanton. I remarked 
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to Mr. Eliason that I thought it was entimly nnneoesBSliy td^ 
bring the troops there — that instead of their having a' ten-" 
denoy to allay the excitement, I thought they might posrifcly 
increase it. I remarked also, if yon irould control your side, 
meaning the Republican, we will control the other side, and 
keep peace and quiet at the election. Mr. Temple, and rtiyself>' 
and other prominent Democrats, had counseled together in 
the morning, and it was understood that Mr. George W. Cum- 
mins, who had previously been fixed upon for that purpose, 
should stand at the window, and make such arranffements as 
he saw proper to see that all parties had- an opportunity to vote 
in peace and quiet. He remarked that he had the power, 
and should exercise it, or something to that amount, and 
went and brought the troops on the election ground. 

QaestioD. Is William C. Eliason such a man as tbe people of 
Dock Creek Hundred would have selected as Provost Marshal, if 
thej had desired an officer to secure a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. I think I can say without hesitancy that a 
majority of the people of that Hundred would never have 
selected him. 

Question. Is he, in your judgment, a man who would use any 
official position he might occupy for the promotion of bis own ends, 
or the advancement of the interests of bis own political party ? 

Answer. I do not think he is a very conscientious man 
upon that subject. I think it is very probable that he would 
take any little advantage he could for that purpose. 

Question. You haVe spoken of Mr. George W. Cummins as 
having been selected by the Democrats, as yon understood, to stand 
at the window. Was tbe understanding that he was to stand on 
one side of the window, and some member of the other party on the 
opposite side of the window, as has always been done heretofore, 
for the purpose of seeing that the voting went on properly, and 
that no illegal votes were received on either side i 

Answer. My understanding was that Mr. Cummins wa« 
appointed for that purpose, and it has been usual for some 
member of the other party to stand at the window for a similar 
purpose. 

Question. How long have you resided in Duck Creek Hundred T 

Answer. I was bom and raised in Smyrna, and readied 
there all my life, except sixteen or seventeen years, during 
which time I wds farming in an adjoining County in M^aryland.; 

Question. Are you not, therefore, w«ll acquainted with tbe y^0« 
pie of Duck Creek Hundred ? 
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Answer. I am well acquainted with most of the citizens of 
that Hondred, excepting a few young men who grew up in my 
absence. 

Question. Was theiiB, in your judgment, any necessity for the 

SveBtnte of United States soldiers in Smyrna, on the last election 
ay, to preserve tke public peace, or insure a fair and impartial 
election ? 

Answer. None whatever, «ir» I do not think there was the 
least ueoesflity for iU 

Geo. Davis. 

On motion, 

The Committee adjourned until half-past eight o'clock this 
aveningv 



Same Day, SJ o'clock, P. M. 
*rhe Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, Williams, 
Waples, and Horsey* 
No witnesses being present. 
On motion of Mr. Williatas, 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock* 



Tuesday, March 11, 1865—9 o'clock, A. M» 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs; Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Stubbs, 
Williams, Waples, and Horsey. 
No business appearing* 
On motion of Mr. Waples, 
. The Committee adjourned until to*morrow evening at half' 
past 8 o'clock. 



Thursday, March 12, 1863—81 o'clock, R M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment 
Present — ^Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Slay, Stubbs, and 
Waples. 
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Jahks C. Bird, aworn and examined. 

By the Chairman t 

Question. Do jon know anything aboot a Tisit of a caTalrj 
company to this town any time in the month of October last f 

Answer. I know that on the 17th daj of October laal, 
Company A, of the first batallion of Delaware Cavalry^ came 
to Dover, and encamped upon the Agricultural Fair Grounds. 

Question. Was that at the time of the Agf icnltnral exhibition la 
this County J 

Answer. Yea, sir ; on the second day of the exhibitioui 

Question. Are you a member and officer of the Agricultural 
Society ? 

Answer. I am a member and Eecording Secretary of the 
Kent County Agricultural Society. 

Question. Were they inrited by the Agricultural Society to be 
present at that time f 

Answer. They were not; Several days before the ex- 
hibition, the Quartermaster made his appearance upon the 
ground, and took possession of the grounds without saying a 
word to any membei* or officer of the Society. Mr. Manlove 
Hayes and I called upon George P. Fisher, who, we were in» 
formed, was to be the Colonel of the regiment. We asked 
him if the cavalry were to take possession of the grounds. 
He said yes, it was the only suitable lot that they could find. 

Question. How long did they remain in this County 7 

Answer. I do not recollect exactly ; but I think between 
two and three j^eeks. 

Question. How were they employed during their stay here 1 

Answer. In going about the County, and attending 
political meetings. 

Question. What impression did their presence here, and their 
attending political meetings in different parts of the County, make 
upon the minds of those with whom you conversed on the subject f 

Answer. That they were here to intimidate timid Demo- 
crats, and to make political capital for the party. I believe 
that it had that effect. 

Jamss C. Bibd. 
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JoHK C. Penitewill, sworn and examined; 

• By 4;he Ohairman : 

Qnestioii. Do yoa know anythfDg in refbrence to the rkit of a 
company of cavalry io this Goonty in the month of October last ? 

Answer^ I know that in the month of October last, at 
Pierflon'« Oross-Koads, where there was a Eepublican meeting 
b^ing heldi on that day there was a company of cavalry in at- 
tendance at the meeting. 

Qaestion. Do yon know about what time they came into this 
County ? 

Answer. On the second day of the exhibition in October 
last, I was out at the Fair Ground, and saw a company of 
cavalry, numbering, as I was told, a hundred and twenty men 
and horses. 

Qaestion. What were they doing at the political meeting at 
Pierson's Corner, of which you having spoken ? 

Answer. They were walking about, mingling with the few 
persons that were there, and some of them were drinking, as I 
think, to excess. . 

Question. How long did they remain in this County ? 

Answer, To the best of my knowledge, from two to three 
weeks. 

• Question. What was the general opinion, as to their object and 
purposes in visiting this town at that time, and attending political 
meetings through the County ? 

. Answer. At the political meeting, to which I have referred, 
I conversed with several prominent citizens of the County, and 
the prevailing opinion seemed to be that it was for the purpose 
of intimidating timid Democrats from going to the polls upon 
the day of the general election. 

Question. Who were the speakers at the meeting at Pierson'a 
Corner, to which you have alluded ? 

Answer. When I arrived at the meeting, Jacob Moore, 
from Sussex County, was speaking. When he ceased/ William 
Cannon, the present Governor, made a few remarks. Next, 
Colonel George P. Fisher, and afterwards, James K. Loflani 

Question. Did you attend many Democratic meetings after that 
time and before the election ? 

Answer. I did, sir, quite a number. Being the candidate for 
the office of Sheriff, I felt it to be my duty to be present on 
every occasion. 

Question. I ask you whether the Democratic speakers, at tb0 
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mileting^ held tifter^tbe ti^tqf tha(cayftlrjr<^($4paQj to this Conntfi 
did, or did not, take great pains to persaade Democratic voters not to 
be intimidated, but to go to the polls on the 4th of'ViJVfefaber, and 
.Tpte ? . , , ... ...«.''.. 

' Answer. Tliey, did, invariably, in all the «pee9Jies I. heard 
them make. . . ' ' 

Question. I ask you whether the Democratic spcakeft did not 
urge the people to avoid all excitement, to be calm, .prndent, and 
peaceable, and assure them that all this militarj parade- was only hi- 
tenjied, to intimidate ; and also give it as their opinion that if that 
course was pursued, there would be nothing to fear ? 

Answer. They did, invariably. 

John C. Pennkwill. 

Robert Hill, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Do you recoilect seeing a company of cavalry pass 
through the town of Smyrna any time during the month of October 
last 7 

Answer. I recollect seeing a company of cavalry pass 
through our town, but I do not recoUeot exactly whether it 
was in the month of October or not. I presume it was, from 
the fact that they were on their way to Dover. 

Question. Did they pass quietly through the town ? 

Answer. They did not. In passing the houses of some of 
the Republicans they cheered. In passing the houses of the 
Democrats, they groaned. In passing the houses of George 
D^vis, John H. Bewley, and William Temple, they groaned. 

Question. Was William Temple the candidate for Congress on 
the Democratic ticket at that time ? 

Answer. He was, sir. 

Question. Was John H. Bewley a candidate on the Demoeratie 
ticket for the Legislature ? 

Answer. He was, sir. 
. Question. Was Colonel Davis an active supporter of the l)«in,0« 
cratic party 7 

Answer. He was one of our most active men dmring our 
last campaign. 

On motion of Mr. Waples, 

The Committee adjourned until Monday eTemug aext at 

eighty o'clock, ...... 

W 
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lloNDAT, Mftrek 16, 18tt, 8 d'dook, P. U. 
TIm DofiUttittee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Pieaent— Messrs. Saulsbury, Slay, Hitch, Waples^ Hoiwf . 
SDWiJiD L. Mabtik, sworn and examined. 

By tlie Chairmui : 

QMtlott. Where do yon reside ? 

Answer. I reside near Seaford, in Swaseit Couif^. 

Question. Were there anj Tolanteer eotnpanies at or fl the 
■elghborhood of Seaford within the last two years f 

Answer. There were two. 

Qnestion. Did those companies retain possession of their anas 
up to the last little or general election t 

Answer. One did ; the other did not. 
Question. Who was the commander of the cofiipa&y Hhal f%* 
tained possession of their arms 7 

Akiswer. Henry L. Hopkins, I think, 
QaestioD. Of what political party is Henry L. HopUM a 
»imber f 

Answer. Of the so-called Eepublican party. 

Question. Were the other officers of his company membeni of 
the same party ? 

Answer. I think they are, as well as the members. 

Question. Who' was commander of the company which had baea 
'ffeprlred of its arms preyioas to the last general election f 

Answer. I was commissioned Captain of that company by 
Chor. Burton. 

Question. To what political party do you belong ? 

Answer. I belong to the Democratic party. 

' Question, Were the other officers of your coapaay also 
Democrats ? 

Answer. They were. 

Q;uestion. By whom were you furnished arms for your ^oiapany ? 

Answer. By the Commissary of Sussex Counly, upon tn 
wder flrom. Oovemor Burton. 

Question. Were they the arms of this State ? 
• Attwer. They were. 

Question. By whom, and under what authority, were yoa da- 
- prtyed of those arms t 

Answer. By Major Andrews, in commastfd of a detaebmenfc 
tt two companies of the Second Delaware Begimegyaiting 



MtAet orcietfl ftom d^iidral Loekwood, and, as 1 wafl afterwai^ 
informed, he received his oilers {torn M^r-Qeneral Di^ 
oommanding the Middle Department. 
Question. t)o you know why you were deprfred of yonr arttn ? 

Answer, t was told by General Lock wood that it was from 
information communicated to General McClellan^ by a pi^omi-, 
nent citizen of Delaware, that 1 intended to tranafei^ thope arms 
to Virginia for the use of the Secessionists. 
' Qaestion. Was that statement true or false t 

Answer. It was false. And I would like to state herOi in ex* 
planation of that statement, the origin of tl^e company and the 
reasons which gave rise to it. Some time inDecemberof ihe year 
1860, several prominent and influential gentlemen, in company 
with myself) in my office, in discussing the affairs of the cownli^) 
which, at that time, were in a very unsettled state, and risally 
seemed as if we were drifting into a state of anarchy, being 
situated, as We were, very near three of the largest cities in the 
United States, each of those containing a large floating popn^ 

' lation, to protect ourselves from roving bands of such chiUac- 
ters, we deemed it a wise precaution to be prepared fot any 
emergency. We therefore determined to issue a call to the 
young men of the neighborhood, without distinction of partyi to 
meet in Seaford on a stated day, for the purpobe of forming a 
volunteer military company. The meeting waq held, and the 
company was organized; officers wei'e elected, Without any 
distinction of party. The officers -were commissioned, andt^^ 

^ ceived their arms through the State authorities. At our next 

•meeting, those* officers and privates who had been connected 
with other political organizations, through the persuasioxia of 
evil-disposed personS) withdrew from the company. The com- 
pany continued to drill, and to perfect its organi3ation fuad 
efficiency, until the public excitement reached almosi a clipDtax. 
Then, to secure harmony of action, and to preserve the peace, 
offered its services, through its Captain, to any six town ijom- 

- missioners, having an equal interest in the preservation of the 
peace and good order of society, to be under their orders; 

•4rliich offer was refused peremptorily by the so-called Repub- 
licans of the village. After that time, there was ahother mili- 
tary organization formed-, composed, exclusively, of the mem- 
bers of the other political party. After which " time, my oom- 
pany* ceased to have mo^e than a nominal existence* 
Question. Does Captain Hopkins' company stiU cetaiii 

t eion of tbei? arms t 

j&mswer. I think they da . 
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Qiiettion. Do joa know of any other f olunteer eompaniM in 
your Cpnnt/ which were deprived of their arms ? 

Answer. I know of one, certainly — Captain Fajnter'a 
company, in Georgetown. 

Qaestipn. Was Captain Paynter's company commanded by 
Democrats f 

Answer. Captain Paynter himself was a Democrat ; aa to 
the other officers, I do not know their political predilections. 

E. L. Martin. 

Bbnjahin Donoho, sworn and examined. 

B J the Chairman : 

Question. Do you know anything of a company of cavalry pass- 
ing throngh Smyrna in the month of October last ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qnestion. How many were there, according to the best jadg- 
ment you could form ? 

Answer. I think there were about one hundred, as well as 
I recollect 

Question. Did they pass quietly through the town, offering no 
insult to any person ? 

Answer. No, sir ; they did not pass quietly through the 
town. When they got opposite Governor Temple's, going 
down, they groaned. They then came opposite Dr. Cummins', 
where they cheered. They then passed on to Colonel Davis' 
house, and groaned again. They then came to Mr. Wilmer^s, 

* and there cheered. As they came back two or three weeks 
afterwards, I think they commenced to groan at Mr. Bewley^s ; 
they cheered at Mr. Eliason's; they cheered again at Mr. 
Wilmer's; they groaned at Colonel Davis'; they groaned 

• again at Mr. Temple's. 

Question. To what political party did Dr. Cummins, Mr. WU- 
mer, and Mr. Eliason belong ? 

Answer. To the Eepublican party. 

Question. To what political party did OoTernor Temple, Colonel 
Daris, and John H. Bewley, belong ? 

Answer. To the Democratic party. 

Qnestion. Was it understood that the cavalry company groaned 
in front of the residences of those gentlemen to insnlt them f 

- Answer. That was the impression. 

Question. Was Governor Temple a candidate on the Demoer»tic 
ticket for Congress at that time 7 i«. 



Answer. He was, sir. / 

Qirestien. Was Mr. Bewky a eandidate on the Dvmocrttio 
ticket for the Legislature ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Qaestion. Was Dr. Cummins « candidate on the Republicaa 
ticket for the State Senate ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Do yon know any of the officers who were command- 
ing the company that day ? 

Answer. I did not, except Lieutenant Ayers, who had for- 
merly lived in Smyrna, and was a preacher, 

B. DONOHO. 

John Taylor, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Did you see a company of cavalry pass through the 
town of Smyrna any time in the month of October last ? 

. Answer. I did, sir, as they came back. I did not as they 
went down. 

Question. How long was that before the election 7 

Answer. Within a few days of the election, I think. I do 
not exactly recollect. 

Question. Did they pass quietly through the town, offering no 
insult to anybody ? 

Answer^ They did not. I spoke to Mr, Townsend, who* 
was a member of the company, and a man I was formerly ac- 
quainted with. Mr. Ayers came along, and was forming his « 
men into line. After he had got them formed into line, he 
then came along, and told them when they got to George 
Davis' and William Temple's to give three groans as loud as 
they ever could halloo. I was not more than eight or ten feet 
from him at farthest, and distinctly heard him naention George 
Davis and William Temple. He then gave them ox^ev to 
march. 

Question. * Was Mr. Ayers an officer in the company J 

Answer. They called him First Lieutenant, I understood. 
He had the command that day. 
..Question. Had he ever lived about Smyrna J 

Answer. He had, sir. 

Question. What did he follow when he lived there J 
« Answer. He preached occasionally. 

Qoestlon. How loag had it been fiBce he left thera f 
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Ansirer. He left in March, I think, atd ireotfo Confefmikev 
I ihinky and was appointed to Camden Circuit. He quit 
preaching, and joined the cavalry companj. 

QaestioD. Did jon think, from his manner in giving the ovdir, 
that he wanted to insalt Mr. Temple and Colonel DaTis t 

Answer. It seemed so, from his manner. Thej were iK>t 
disturbing him. I should regard it as an insult 

JOHK TaYLOB. 

John B. Pkninqton^ sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Will jon please to state whether jou know of anj 
▼olanteer company or companies in this State which were deprired 
of their arms bj- persons professing to act bj aathoritj of the 
United States GoTernment at anj time prerions to the 4th day of 
NoTember last t 

Answer. Of my own knowledge, I know of but one, and 
that one was deprived of a portion of their arms. I believe, 
however, they were nearly all taken away from the company ; 
but of that fact, I can only speak from the statement of the officers 
and privates belonging to it. I refer to the Hazlet Guard, a 
company organized in the town of Dover, some time during 
the month of January, 1861. Of other companies, I know 
nothing, except statements made by parties belonging to such 
companies, and the statement of an officer and privates be- 
langing to the First Maryland Eastern Shore Home Guards. 

Question. Who commanded the Hazlet Guards at the time thejr 
were deprived of their arms ? 

Answer. They were under my command, as Captain of the 
oompany. 

Question. Who were the other officers of the company 7 

Answer. William A. Atkinson was First Lieutenant ; Isaac 
Davis, Jr., was Second Lieutenant ; John C. Craig was Third 
Lieutenant. 

Question. Of what political party were yourself • and other 
officers of the company members ? 

• Answer. William A. Atkinson, John C. Craig, and mjneHf, 
were members of the Democratic party. Isaac Davis, Jr^ I 
think, belonged to the Constitutional Union, or Bell & Everott 
party. 
Question. By whom was year company deprived of their arani'? 
Answer. By one James Wallace, acting as Colonel ef ike 
First Maryland Eastern Sheire Home Gaai^ - 
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tefiMon. Wm tb«rt aaj othar vokotter oompMij ia lift Kt*A 
«C 0OTtr ai Uie iimo ? 

Answer. There was. 

QaettioB. Who was the Captain of that companj f 

Answer. "William Walker. 

Qoestion. What ticket was William Walker understood to TOte 
at the last election 7 

Answer. I do not know what ticket Mr. Walker yoted, but 
daring the campaign he was regarded as being identified and 
connected with the self-styled Union party, which was under- 
stood to mean the Republican party ; and, I presume, voted 
that ticket. 

Question. Were the officers and memhers of Mr. Walker's com- 
pany understood generally to belong to the same party ? 

Answer. The officers and acting members were ; but, I 
think, there were some persons who originally belonged to 
the company, and perhaps may have belongea at that time, 
who were not. 

Question. Was Mr. Walker's company deprived of its arms at 
the same time that you were deprived of yours ^ 

Answer. They were not. 

Question. Was it not generally understood in the town that Dr. 
Jomp, who was the original Captain of that company, had a large 
number of arms in his possession, which he distributed or was under- 
stood to have distributed, to companies who were composed of and 
commanded by members of the Republican party throughout this 
County ? 

Answer. Shortly after the organization of the company 
which Isaac Jump originally commanded, and which was the 
same company of which I have spoken of William Walker as 
being Captain at the time the Hazlet Guards were deprived of 
their arms, Captain Jump procured from the Commissary of 
Kent County, on the order of the Governor, 105 or 110 flint- 
lock muskets. Subsequently there were quite a number of 
boxes contacning arms delivered in the back-yard of Captain 
Jump's dwelling, and by his orders conveyed into a room in 
his house. These arms were the old flint-lock musket, changed 
or altered to a percussion musket. With a portion of these 
percussion muskets he furnished his own company. A large 
number of the balance, if not all of them, were distributed and 
given out to companies commanded by persons belonging to 
the aan^ political party with himself, the Bepublican party. 
What became of those he obtained from the Commissary of 
Keot Qowty, I do not l(now. 



' QiMtioD.it How many amis, from the best jad^puent you cin 
form, did the boxes of which joa have spoken, aa haring boeii 
deliTered in the back yard of Dr. Jump's residence, contain ? 

Answer. I am not able to speak with anj certaintj, 
although I saw most, if not all of the boxes that were deliv- 
ered, it being done immediately in front of one of the windows 
of my office. But my impression is that there were something 
over twenty boxes which contained arms ; each box contain- 
ifig, usually, twenty muskets. 

Qnestion. Do you know whether, just previous to the last elec- 
tion, there were arms of any kind delivered at, and stacked up, in 
the office of Nathaniel B. Smithers, Esq. 

Answer. Some time previous to the general election of 
1862, there was a man came into town with a wagon load of 
muskets, and inquired for George P. Fisher, saying that the 
person having charge of Camp Fisher, near Camden, which 
place the Third Delaware regiment had then i*ecently left, had 
directed him to deliver those arms to Mr. Fisher. He 
met with Mr. Fisher on the street, and, after some consultation 
between Mr. Fisher and Mr. Nathaniel B. Smithers, the arms 
which he had in charge were delivered or placed in Mr. Smith- 
ers^s office. 

Question. Was Mr. Fisher or Mr. Smithers the Commissary of 
this County ? 

Answer. No, sir. Mr. William J. Clark was then, and for 
ought I know, still is the Commissary of Kent County, and as 
such, by the law of our State, the custodian or keeper of the 
arms of the State within this County. 

Question. With what political party is Mr. Clarke connected ? 

Answer. The Democratic party. 

Question. To what political party did Nathaniel B. Smithers, 
to whom the arms were delirered, belong ? 

Answer. Mr. Smithers was then acting with, and professed 
to belong to the Eepublican party. 

Question. You have spoken of what you were told in reference 
to other companies in this State, by persons belonging to a regi- 
ment of the Maryland Home Guards. Please state what yon were 
told? 

Answer. I was informed by a Captain of one of the com- 
panies belonging to the 1st Maryland Eastern Shore Begi- 
ment, that Colonel Wallace had visited Smyrna for the pur- 
pose of disarming a company under command of Captain Oarr; 
that he had either obtained the arms from that company, or 
made some arrangement by which he would obtain them, and 
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tbat he (Wallace) together with the men under his command 
ai.ihat time; had pa^seed up the Delaware Bailroad to the toifn 
of New Castle, for the purpose of disarming what had been : 
represented to them as a Secession company in that town ; and 
that a portion of the troops had likewise been sent to Delaware 
City, for the purpose of procuring the arms of what was termed 
a Secession company in that town. Subsequently the same 
Captain informed me that Colonel Wallace, having received a 
portion of the arms of the company at New Castle, had left 
one of his own companies at New Castle for the purpose of 
procuring the balance, and had, himself, with the remaining 
companies passed over to Wilmington for the purpose of dis- - 
arming some companies in that city. This information w?i8 
likewise communicated to me by privates belonging to some 
one of the companies of Colonel Wallace's regiment ; but I 
supposed then, and believe now, that their information was 
obtained from the subordinate officers, who had learned the 
faots from the Captain of whom I have spoken. 

Question. Was it Dot the custom of members of the Republican 
party to speak of all the volunteer companies in the State which 
were commanded bj Democrats as Secession companies ? 

Answer. As far as my knowledge extends it was. 

Question. I ask you whether your own company did not march 
invariably under the American flag, when it marched under a flag 
at all ? 

Answer. The company which I commanded was presented^ 
by several ladies of the town of Dover, with a very beautiful 
silk flag, which was the national flag of our country, and 
which had inscribed upon it thirty -four stars, representing the 
States of the Union ; under that flag, and under that one sdone, 
did the company march or parade; and upon all fitting and 
appropriate occasions it was carried as the emblem of the sen- 
timents of the company. 

Question. I ask you whether it was not generally understood, . 
previous to the last election, that all the volunteer companies in the 
Slate which were commanded by Democrats had been deprived of 
their arms ; and that all companies which were commanded by ' 
Republicans were permitted to retain possession of their arms ? 

Answer. I believe it was so generally understood ; and 80 
far as I know, no company that was commanded by a Demo- 
crat was permitted to retain its arms ; and no one that was 
commanaed by a Eepublican was deprived of them. 

John B. Peninqtok. 



The Cbmrnittee adjovned QntO 8| cneiode; to^i 



Tuesday, Mmrch 16, 1883-*8| o'clock, A. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjoanunent 
Preaent— Messrs. Saolsborj, Cahall, Hitch, Stabbs, and 
Horsey. 
ICiLTOX Steel, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Qaestion. Where do jon reside, and where did jon rote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in Mill Creek Hundred, in New Castle 
County, and voted at the Mermaid, the place of holding the 
election in'that Hundred. 

Qaestion. Did joa see anything nnusaal, and different from what 
yoa had e?er seen before at or near the polls on that daj ? 

Answer. Yes, I saw a company of military, armed with 
muskets and bayonets, swords and revolvers. 

Qaestion. Will 70a please to state how they came to the polls, 
what position thej occupied in reference to the polls, and what was 
their general conduct on that daj ? 

Answer. They formed themselves into line some two or 
three hundred yards from the polls; they marched by the 

Slace of voting, singing a political song. All that I could un- 
erstand was: "Hang Jim Bayard on a sour apple tree." 
After marching some distance past, they again turned and 
,oame back. Their Captain came on the porch to clear the 
porch for the men to march up, which created some disturb- 
ance with the citizens. He then put his hand against one Mr. 
Jesse B. Ball, one of the citizens, told him to' stand back, and 
drew his sword. Mr. Ball drew a revolver, and told the Cap- 
tain that he would blow his heart out if he struck him with a 
sword. The officer having command of the company, then 
ordered the men forward with their arms into the porch. 

Qaestion. Was Mr. Ball, at the time the Captain put his hand 
on him and pushed him back, creating any disturbance, or trying.to 
present anybody from TOting J 

Answer, He was not. 



QneBtloD. When the Captain drew his sword over Hr.Bidl«ipM 
Mr. Ball committing, or attempting to commit, any acts of yiolopoa 
towards any person 7 

Answer. At the time Mr. Ball was standing quietly on tlid 
porch, not speaking to any one. 

QaestioD. Wa9 there any obstruction of the window or roting 
place at the time, snch as to interfere with free voting by the 
citizens of that Hundred 7 

Answer. There was no obstruction, and no disturbance ; the 
window was completely open. 

Question. Did the Captain draw a revolver upon Mr. Ball f 

Answer. After Mr. Ball drew his revolver, the Captain 
then put up his sword, and drew a revolver. At the same 
time the Lieutenant ordered the men forward, with their mus- 
kets and bayonets fixed, on to the porch, and one of the 
officers at the time held his revolver right across the window 
or the polls, swearing at the same time'that he could kill a man 
eighty yards. 

Question. Did the soldiers, in compliance with the order of the 
Lieutenant, charge upon the men in the porch in front of the 
window ? 

Answer. I do not know whether it could be called a charge 
or not, but they rushed in among the men with their muskets 
with bayonets fixed. 

Question. I ask jon whether the soldiers did not create all the 
difficulty that was created there that day ? 

Answer. I believe they were the cause of all the difficulty. 

Question. From their conduct, was it not apparent that their 
object was to create, and not prevent, trouble and difficulty ? 

Answer. That was my opinion. 

Question. I ask jou whether, in your judgment, there was any 
necessity for the presence of soldiers at those polls, to preserve the 
public peace, or to insure a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. I do not think there was any necessity at all. 

Question. I ask you whether the soldiers acted in concert with 
and for the benefit of either of the political parties ? 

Answer. They acted in concert with and for the benefit of 
the Republican party. 

Question. I ask you whether they arrested any of the citiseoa of - 
that Hundred on that day 7 

Answer. They did arrest five. 

Question. Who were the persons they arretted f 
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Answer^ Jesse B. Ball, Andrew Shmltz, Joseph Abbot, 
Isaiah Ball, Samuel Little, 

Qaestion. Were these gentlemen Democrats or Republicans f 

' Answer. They were all members of the Democratic party. 

Question. What time in the day did they make those arrests ? 

Answer. I think it was near about eleven o'clock. 

Qnesiion. Did the soldiers induce any person or persons who 
were voters in that Hundred, through fear or intimidation, to leayt 
the election ground at an earlier hour than usual ? 

Answer. I personally know of but one that left. 

Question. Was that one a Democrat or a Republican ? 

Answer. That one was a Democrat. 

Question. Do you know whether the soldiers induced, or caused 
any other soldiers who were citizens of that Hundred, and Demo- 
crats, and who had been permitted to come into the Hundred for 
the purpose of voting, to be carried back to camp without voting. 

Answer. I know of one who' was arrested on the morning 
of the election, and carried back to the camp, which I after- 
wards understood was to prevent him from voting the Demo- 
cratic ticket. That one was out on furlough. 

Question. Did they declare that no soldier should vote or ought 
to vote on that day, who would not vote a Republican ticket ? 

Answer. I understood from officers and privates, that they 
either had to vote the Republican ticket or remain in camp. 

Question. Do I understand you to say that both officers and 
privates of that company told you they were required either to vote 
the Republican ticket or remain in camp on the election day ? 

Answer. I do mean that both oflScers and privates of 
that company — I do not mean all of them — have told me that 
they had to vote the ticket given to them or remain in camp. 
I did hear one of the privates say that an officer came to their 
company on the morning of the election and asked whether 
there was any man there who voted at the Mermaid. This 
soldier told him that he voted at the Mermaid. The answer 
to him was, that he voted the rebel ticket, and might remain 
where he was. 

Qaestion. Do yon know what officer that was ? 

Answer. I do, sir. He was David Buckner, Lieutenant of 
Oaptain Harper's company. 

Qaestion. Do you know whether any soldiers who were voters 
io your Hundred and Democrats, were kept in camp, and prevented 
from coming home to vote f 
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Anarwcr. I only know from what I have heaM other aol- 
diers saj. Other soldiers have told me that two or three that 
yote at our place would not oome to the election on the ac- 
count that they could not vote the ticket they wished to vole. 

Question. Were these persons at home to rote f 

Answer. They were not at the place of voting ; they were 
in camp. 

Question. Do jou know whether the landlord requested the sol- 
diers to keep out of his house, and not interfere with the ciiizens of 
that Hundred on that day ? 

Answer. I know that he went to Captain Harper and said 
something to him about making a disturbance in the house. 
The answer to him was, that he had authority to take all that 
house, with the exception of the room where the officers sat, 
and close it up. 

Milton Stkklk. 

Aquila Derrickson, affirmed and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you Tote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. In New Castle County, and Mill Creek Hundred. 
Question. Were there armed soldiers at or near the plaee «f 
Toting on that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Will you please to state the general conduct of the 
soldiers around the polls ? 

Answer. The first that I saw of them they were coming up 
the road by the polls singing a song in the tune of what is 
called the John Brown song ; all that I could make out was, 
'* Hang Jim Bayard on a sour apple tree." They marched past 
the polls about one hundred yards, as nearly as I could guess, 
wheeled about, and marched down opposite the polls, singing 
the same song. In the mean time Captain Harper was on the 
porch, apparently to try to clear the porch ; the window was 
cleared, and a space on each side of the window. I saw nothing 
whatever to try to prevent one of the soldiers from voting ; 
everything was peaceable and quiet. Two of these men 
marched up to the window to vote, and two others stood on 
the porch. There was at least room for four others to stand 
on the porch at the same time. Mr. Harper took hold of two 
or three from three to six feet from the window, and told them 
to stand back. The reply was, that they had business there ; 
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tliat he ha^ men in his company that had no li^t toTOtoi and 
thej wanced to see no illegal yotes put in the box. He in- 
•fcantl7 raised his hand, pushed Jesse P. Ball off, and drew his 
iword at the same time, telling Jesse B. Ball to stand back, that 
ne had authority there, and he would let them know it fFhen 
4^e88e B. Ball drew his revolver, and told him that if he struck 
him with the sword he would shoot him, or something of the 
•kind; saying at the same time that he had as much business 
(here as the officer. At that time there was a rush made by 
the soldiers in front of the polls, with their muskets and bayo- 
nets fixed, and in position for a charge upon the people on the 
porch ; at the same time I saw revolvers drawn in different 
directions by the soldiers. One in particular was levelled over 
the shoulders of men by a soldier swearing that he could shoot. 
1 do not remember exactly what he said. 

Qaestion. From the manner and condnct of the soldiers as thej 
first approached the Toting place, was it not apparent that their 
purpose was to insult the Democratic toters, and create a difficulty 
mt the polls ? 

Answer. It had that appearance to me. 
Qaestion. I ask yon if the soldiers did not create all ths 
difficnltj that occurred there that day ? 

Answer. It is my opinion that they did. Everything 
seemed to pass off as harmoniously at the election as I ever 
saw until they made their appearance, and I believe it would 
have continued so if they had not made their appearance. 

Qaestion. Did the act in concert with and for the benefit of 
either of the political parties ? 

Answer. They did, sin They acted in concert with and 
for the benefit of the Republican party. 

Qaestion. I ask you whether, in your jadgment, there was any 
nscessity for their presence at the polls, to preserye the public 
peace, or secure a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. There was none, sir* 

Qaestion. I ask yon whether their whole eondoet did sot shew 
tkat they were there to prevent a fair election J 

Answer. It did appear so to me. 

Qaestion. Do you know whether there were soldiers belonging 
to the same company as the soldiers who were present at the clec- 
. tion, and who were citizens and voters in yonr Hundred, and who 
' were absent from the polls that day ? 
Answer. I do. 

Qaestion. Were those persons who were absent Democratii or 
BtpuUicans? 
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AimreA Tfaejr imr* Bemoorati. 

QnestioB. What efeet do yoa belitve ib« pcMenea of i\k% mi* 
diert had vpon the rote of jour Hundred f 

Answer. I believe that if the voters of onr Hundred oottld 
have voted their choice, the Republicans would have had a 
Hrerjr small majority, if any* — not half the majority the/ did 
gjet. 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers at the polls produee 
moeh intimidation among the Democratic voters of jour Handled 7 

Answer. I cannot say, for a certainty. But there was a 
Democrat that left the polls through fear of the soldiers. On 
his way home, he met a Democrat going to the polls. He ad- 
vised him to go home ; that it was dangerous to go there. He 
considered the matter a short time and concluded, to use own 
expression : " He would try it, and if he saw any danger, he 
would then run." He said he got to the polls, and voted aa 
quietly as he could, with the determination not to say any- 
thing to any one. But he found that was out of the question* 
He left as soon as he could, and went home. 

Question. Had there been anj previons threats bj any of the 
aoldiers who were present at jonr polls on that day, that they 
would Qome, on the day of the general election, armed to the polls 1 

Answer. I heard Captain Harper say, on the day of the 
little election, that he would come armed at the next election, 
meaning the general election. He said, on the same day, pull- 
ing out a Eepublican ticket : " We, every man of us, voted 
that ticket^ and the man who does not vote that ticket is a 
traitor." 

AqUILA D£BRICKS0lf. 

The examination of If itToir Stsxxjb was resumed, he being 
reealled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did any soldier who was present at the polls in Mill 
Greek Hundred tell you of any order which was given to them by " 
Oolonel Grimshaw previous to leaving the camp to come to the 
election f 

Answer. Yes, sir. There wefe two soldiers told me that 
th^ir orders that morning were to bring four rounds of oar- 
tridge, one in the gun and three) out ; and they likewise told 
Ine that that was their order from Colonel Grimshaw ; one <^ 
^ese 43oldier3 was an officer. I will state^ in addition to what 
I have stated before, that a&er the arrest of the first two per- 
«oiM persons of that Hundred in the mornin|^ I left .the po^fh 
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and went into tKe crowd. . There I heard Bepublicans of. our 

: Hundred loianung other, persons < who ought to be arrested, 

among whom were Isaiah Ball and Samuel Little, who were 

subsequently arrested. I also heard the name of Jonathan 

Gatlin as a person to be arrested. I then went to Mr. Catlin 

and told him that if he remained on the ground he would be 

arrested, upon which he left and went home. Samuel Little 

; took a heavy cold from the exposure incident to his arrest and 

. confinement, which resulted in a spell of sickness, from which, 

, it is the impression, he will not recover. All the persons who 

were arrested were discharged five days afterwards, without 

. trial or the semblance of trial. 

Milton Steklb. 



James Springer, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in Mill Creek Hundred. New Castle 
• County, and voted at the Mermaid tavern. 

Question. Will you please to state all that yon know in refer- 
ence to the presence of soldiers at the polls in that Hundred on the 
4th of November last ? 

Answer. I know but little, having arrived at the polls after 
the arrests were all made. Upon arriving, however, I oId- 
served a number of soldiers mixing promiscuously with the 
citizens at the polls, some with their arms and some without 
I observed no direct interference of the soldiery at the polls. 
But from what had previously occurred, the feeling^ of the 
Democratic party was, that their rights as freemen Bad been 
outraged ; also feeling that the presence of the soldiers at the 
polls was to intimidate Democratic voters and to strengthen 
the Eepublican vote, and I do believe it had that effect. On 
Friday before the election on Tuesday, I talked with a soldier 
who was on furlough, in consequence of having had his arm 
broken some weeks before. He told me that . thougli his 
friends were very much opposed to his voting a Democratic 
ticket, but that he intended to do it notwithstai^ing^ and that 
he intended to stay out on furlough. On the Monday after the 
election I met him, and he informed me that he was arrested 
and taken to his camp on the day of the election^ and did not 
get to vote. Hia regiment; whioh had been ordered to 



"Wasbington, was brought into Wilmington on Sunday follow- 
ing the election, and Sis furlough was extended, as his arm 
was not well enough to enable him to do duty. 

Jas. Spbingeb. 

On motion of Mr. Hitch, 

The Committee adjourned until 8J o'clock this evening. 



Same Day, 8 J o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Waples, "Wil- 
liams, and Horsey. 

No business appearing. 

The Committee adjourned to meet at the call of the 
Chairman. 



Monday, March 28, 1863—8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met at the call of the Chairman. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Williams^ 
and "Waples. 

The examination of John" B. Penington was resumed, he 
being recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Penington, will you please state about what time 
in the year 1862 Colonel James Wallace visited this town with a 
portion of the Maryland Home Guard under his command ; about 
what time in the day he arrived in Dover ; where he quartered his 
soldiers ; what place he made his own headquarters ; how long he re- 
mained in the town ; whether he made any arrests while in the town, 
and if so, what persons were arrested ; where he went when he left ; 
what disposition he made of the persons he arrested here, if any, and 
bow long he kept them in confinement ; whether he informed them of 
any charges against them, and if so, what were the nature and 
character of the charges ; when he discharged them, and upon what 
terms? 

Answer. Colonel Wallace arrived in Dover on the 7th day 
of March, 1862, I think, about noon of that day. In the 
e^rening of the same day, gome two or three companies^ or 
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' QaMido/tt How many anns, from the best jadgmeni jfm cihi 
form, did the boxes of which joa have spoken, as having boea. 
d^lirered in the back yard of Dr. Jump's residence, contain ? 

Answer. I am not able to speak with anj certainty, 
although I saw most, if not all of the boxes that were deliv- 
ered, it being done immediately in front of one of the windows 
af my office. But my impression is that there were something 
orer twenty boxes which* contained arms ; each box contain- 
iAg, usually, twenty muskets. 

^ Qnestion. Do you know whether, just previous to the last elec- 
tion, there were arms of any kind delivered at, and stacked up, in 
the office of Nathaniel B. Smithers, Esq. 

Answer. Some time previous to the general election of 
1862, there was a man came into town with a wagon load of 
muskets, and inquired for George P. Fisher, saying that the 
person having charge of Camp Fisher, near Camden, which 
place the Third Delaware regiment had then Recently left, had 
directed him to deliver those arms to Mr. Fisher. He 
met with Mr. Fisher on the street, and, after some consultation 
between Mr. Fisher and Mr. Nathaniel B. Smithers, the arms 
which he had in charge were delivered or placed in Mr. Smith- 
ers's office. 

Question. Was Mr. Fisher or Mr. Smithers the Commissary of 
this County ? 

Answer. No, sir. Mr. William J. Clark was then, and for 
ought I know, still is the Commissary of Kent County, and as 
such, by the law of our State, the custodian or keeper of the 
arms of the State within this County. 

Question. With what political party is Mr. Clarke connected ? 

Answer. The Democratic party. 

■Question. To what political party did Nathaniel B. Smitheris, 
to whom the arms were delivered, belong ? 

Answer. Mr. Smithers was then acting with, and professed 
to belong to the Eepublican party. 

Question. You have spoken of what you were told in reference 
to other companies in this State, by persons belonging to a regi- 
ment of the Maryland Home Guards. Please state what yon were 
told? 

Answer. I was informed by a Captain of one of the com- 
panies belonging to the 1st Maryland Eastern Shore Begi- 
ment, that Colonel Wallace had visited Smyrna for the pur- 
pose of disarming a company under command of Captain Carr; 
that he had either obtained the arms from that company, or 
made some arrangement by which he would obtain them, and 
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tbal he (Wallace) together with the men under his coimnaild 
ai.that time, hiid ptfseed np the Delaware Bailroad to the town 
of New Castle, for the purpose of disarming what had been • 
represented to them as a Secession company in that town ; and 
that a portion of the troops had likewise been sent to Delaware 
City, for the purpose of procuring the arms of what was termed 
a Secession company in that town. Subsequently the same 
Captain informed me that Colonel Wallace, having received a 
portion of the arms of the company at New Castle, had left 
one of his own companies at New Castle for the purpose of 
procuring the balance, and had, himself, with the remaining 
companies passed over to Wilmington for the purpose of dis- ■ 
arming some companies in that city. This information was 
likewise communicated to me by privates belonging to some 
one of the companies of Colonel Wallace's regiment ; but I 
supposed then, and believe now, that their information was 
obtained from the subordinate officers, who had learned the 
facts from the Captain of whom I have spoken. 

Question. Was it not the custom of members of the Republican 
party to speak of all the volunteer companies in the State which 
were commanded bj Democrats as Secession companies ? 

Answer. As far as my knowledge extends it was. 

Question. I ask you whether your own company did not march 
invariably under the American flag, when it marched under a flag 
at all ? 

Answer. The company which I commanded was presented> 
by several ladies of the town of Dover, with a very beautiful 
silk flag, which was the national flag of our country, and 
which had inscribed upon it thirty-four stars, representing the 
States of the Union ; under that flag, and under that one alone, 
did the company march or parade; and upon all fitting and 
appropriate occasions it was carried as the emblem of the sen- 
timents of the company. 

Question. I ask you whether it was not generally understood, 
previous to the last election, that all the volunteer companies in the 
State which were commanded by Democrats had been deprived of 
their arms ; and that all companies which were commanded by ' 
Republicans were permitted to retain possession of their arms ? 

Answer. I believe it was so generally understood ; and so 
far as I know, no company that was commanded by a Demo- 
crat was permitted to retain its arms ; and no one that was 
commanded by a Republican was deprived of them. 

John B. Peninqtok* 
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The Committee adjourned tmtil 8^ olelooft; to-morrom* 
morning. 



Tuesday, March 16, 1863— 8J o'clock, A. M. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Stubbs, and 
Horsey. 
Milton Steel, sworn and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Qoestion. Where do you reside, and where did you Tote on tht 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in Mill Creek Hundred, in New Castle 
County, and voted at the Mermaid, the place of holding the 
election in'that Hundred. 

Question. Did you see anything unusual, and different from what 
you had ever seen laefore at or near the polls on that day ? 

Answer. Yes, I saw a company of military, armed with 
muskets and bayonets, swords and revolvers. 

Question. Will you please to state how they came to the polls, 
what position they occupied in reference to the polls, and what was 
their general conduct on that day ? 

Answer. They formed themselves into line some two or 
three hundred yards from the polls; they marched by the 
place of voting, singing a political song. AH that I could un- 
derstand was: "Hang Jim Bayard on a sour apple tree." 
Afker marching some distance past, they again turned and 
.came back. Their Captain came on the porch to clear the 
porch for the men to march up, which created some disturb- 
ance with the citizens. He then put his hand against one Mr. 
Jesse B. Ball, one of the citizens, told him to* stand back, and 
drew his sword. Mr. Ball drew a revolver, and told the Cap- 
tain that he would blow his heart out if he struck him with a 
Bword. The oiScer having command of the company, then 
ordered the men forward with their arms into the porch. 

Question. Was Mr. Ball, at the time the Captain put his hand 
on him and pushed him back, creating any disturbance, or trying.to 
prevent anybody from voting ? 

Answer, He was not. 



QoestioD. When the Captain drew his sword orer Mr. Bidl,-<fM 
Hr. Ball committing, or Attempting to commit, anj acts of yiolaiMM 
towards any person 7 

Answer. At the time Mr. Ball was standing quietly on tlie 
porch, not speaking to anj one. 

Qaestion. Was there any obstruction of the window or Toting 
place at the time, snch as to interfere with free voting bj the 
citizens of that Handred ? 

Answer. There was no obstruction, and no disturbance ; the 
window was completely open. 

Qaestion. Did the Captain draw a reyolyer upon Mr. Ball 7 

Answer. After Mr. Ball drew his revolver, the Captain 
then put up his sword, and drew a revolver. At the same 
time the Lieutenant ordered the men forward, with their mus- 
kets and bayonets fixed, on to the porch, and one of the 
officers at the time held his revolver right across the window 
or the polls, swearing at the same time'that he could kill a man 
eighty yards. 

Question. Did the soldiers, in compliance with the order of the 
Lieutenant, charge upon the men in the porch in front of the 
window ? 

Answer. I do not know whether it could be called a charge 
or not, but they rushed in among the men with their muskets 
with bayonets fixed. 

Qaestion. I ask jou whether the soldiers did not create all the 
difficulty that was created there that day ? 

Answer. I believe they were the cause of all the difficulty. 

Question. From their conduct, was it not apparent that their 
object was to create, and not prevent, trouble and difficulty ? 

Answer. That was my opinion. 

Question. I ask you whether, in your judgment, there was any 
necessity for the presence of soldiers at those polls, to preserve the 
public peace, or to insure a fair and impartial election ? 

Answer. I do not think there was any necessity at all. 

Question. I ask you whether the soldiers acted in concert witk 
and for the benefit of either of the political parties ? 

Answer. They acted in concert with and for the benefit of 
the Republican party. 

Qaestion. I ask you whether they arrested any of the eitiBena of 
that Hundred on that day ? 

Answer. They did arrest five. 

Question. Who were the persons they arrested 1 •> • 



'Awrirer. Jesse B. Ball, Andrew Shultz, Joseph Abbot, 
Lndah Ball; Samuel Litde, 
QoestioD. Were these gentlemen Democrats or Republicans f 
* Answer. They were all members of the Democratic party. 
Qnestion. What time in the day did they make those arrests ? 
" Answer. I think it was near about eleven o'clock. 
Qaesiion. Did the soldiers indace any person or persona who 
were voters in that Hundred, through fear or intimidation, to leave 
the election ground at an earlier hour than usual ? 

Answer. I personally know of but one that left. 

Question. Was that one a Democrat or a Kepublican ? 

Answer. That one was a Democrat. 

Question. Do you know whether the soldiers induced, or caused 
any other soldiers who were citizens of that Hundred, and Demo- 
crats, and who had been permitted to come into the Hundred for 
the purpose of voting, to be carried back to camp without voting. 

Answer. I know of one who was arrested on the morning 
of the election, and carried back to the camp, which I after- 
wards understood was to prevent him from voting the Demo- 
cratic ticket. That one was out on furlough. 

Question. Did they declare that no soldier should vote or ought 
to vote on that day, who would not vote a Republican ticket ? 

Answer. I understood from officers and privates, that they 
either had to vote the Republican ticket or remain in camp. 

Question. Do I understand you to say that both officers and 
privates of that company told you they were required either to vote 
the Republican ticket or remain in camp on the election day ? 

Answer. I do mean that both officers and privates of 
that company — I do not mean all of them — have told me that 
they had to vote the ticket given to them or remain in camp. 
I did hear one of the privates say that an officer came to their 
company on the morning of the election and asked whether 
there was any man there who voted at the Mermaid. This 
soldier told him that he voted at the Mermaid. The answer 
to him was, that he voted the rebel ticket, and might remain 
where he was. 

Question. Do you know what officer that was ? 

Answer. I do, sir. He was David Buckner, Lieutenant of 
Oaptain Harper's company. 

Qnestion. Do you know whether any soldiers who were voters 
in your Hundred and Democrats, were kept in camp, and prevented 
from coming home to vote J 
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Answer. I only know from what I have heard other -t(^- 
diera say. Other soldiers have told me that two or three tibAt 
Tote at oar place would not oome to the election on the ac- 
count that they could not vote the ticket they wished to vole. 

QaestioQ. Were these persons at home to rote 1 

Answer. They were not at the place of voting ; they w;ere 
in camp. 

Question. Do you know whether the landlord requested the sol- 
diers to keep out of his house, and not interfere with the ciuzens of 
that Hundred on that day ? 

Answer. I know that he went to Captain Harper and said 
something to him about making a disturbance in the house. 
The answer to him was, that he had authority to take all that 
house, with the exception of the room where the officers sat, 
and close it up. 

MiLTOK Stbem. 

Aquila Derrickson, affirmed and examined. 
By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on th« 

day of the last general election ? 

Answer. In New Castle County, and Mill Creek Hundred* 
Question. Were there armed soldiers at or near the plaee ef 
voting on that day ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Will you please to state the general conduct of th» 
soldiers around the polls ? 

Answer. The first that I saw of them they were coming up 
the road by the polls singing a song in the tune of what is 
called the John Brown song ; all that I could make out was, 
'* Hang Jim Bayard on a sour apple tree." They marched past 
the polls about one hundred yards, as nearly as I could guess, 
wheeled about, and marched down opposite the polls, singing 
the same song. In the mean time Captain Harper was on the 
porcli, apparently to try to clear the porch ; the window was 
cleared, and a space on each side of the window. I saw nothing 
whatever to try to prevent one of the soldiers from voting ; 
everything was peaceable and quiet. Two of these men 
marched up to the window to vote, and two others stood on 
the porch. There was at least room for four others to stand 
on the porch at the same time. Mr. Harper took hold of two 
or three from three to six feet from the window, and told them 
to stand back. The reply was, that they liad business there; 
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that he hnii men in his company thatlud no n^t toTole, and 
tkey wanced to see no illegal yotea put in the box. He in- 
•tantljr raised his hand, pushed Jesse F. Ball <^, and drew bis 
iword at the same time, telling Jesse B. Ball to stand back, that 
lie had authority there, and he would let them know it Vhen 
4^0886 B. Ball drew his revolver, and told him that if he struck 
him with the sword he would shoot him, or something of the 
•kind; saying at the same time that he had as much business 
there as the officer. At that time there was a rush made by 
the soldiers in front of the polls, with their muskets and bayo- 
nets fixed, and in position for a charge upon the people on the 
porch ; at the same time I saw revolvers drawn in different 
directions by the soldiers. One in particular was levelled over 
the shoulders of men by a soldier swearing that he could shoot. 
1 do not remember exactly what he said. 

Question. From the manner and condact of the soldiers as they 
trst approached the voting place, was it not apparent that their 
purpose was to iosalt the Democratic voters, and create a difficultj 
at the polls ? 

Answer. It had that appearance to me. 
Question. I ask jon if the soldiers did not create all the 
difficulty that occurred there that day 7 

Answer. It is my opinion that they did. Everything 
seemed to pass off as harmoniously at the election as I ever 
saw until they made their appearance, and I believe it wotdd 
have continued so if they had not made their appearance. 

Qnestion. Did the act in concert with and for the benefit of 
either of the political parties ? 

Answer. They did, sir. They acted in concert with and 
for the benefit of the Republican party. 

Question. I ask you whether, in your judgment, there was any 
Bscessity for their presence at the polls, to preserve the public 
peace, or secure a fair and impartial election J 

Answer. There was none, sin 

Qnestion. I ask you whether their whole conduct did not shdw 
that they were there to prevent a fair election ? 

Answer. It did appear so to me^ 

Question. Do you know whether there were soldiers belonging 
to the same company as the soldiers who were present at the elec- 
. tion, and who were citizens and voters in your Hundred, and who 
were absent from the polls that day ? 

Answer. I do. 

Question. Were those persons who were absent Democrats or 
Republicans T 
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Amnrer* Thejr wm% Demoerati. 

QnastioB. What effect do you believe the piMence of tke wd» 
diers had upon the Tote of jovr Handred f 

Answer. I believe that if the voters of our Hundred ootid 
have voted their choice, the Republicans would have had a 
Very small majority, if any— not half the majority they did 
get. 

Qaestion. Did the presence of the soldiera at the polls produce 
much intimidation among the Democratic Toters of jour Hnndred t 

Answer. I cannot say, for a certainty. But there was a 
Democrat that left the polls through fear of the soldiers. On 
his way home, he met a Democrat going to the polls. He ad* 
vised him to go home ; that it was dangerous to go there. He 
considered the matter a short time and concluded, to use own 
expression : " He would try it, and if he saw any danger, he 
would then run." He said he got to the polls, and voted as 
auietly as he could, with the determination not to say any- 
tning to any one. But he found that was out of the question. 
He left as soon as he could, and went home. 

Question. Had there been anj previous threats bj any of the 
soldiers who were present at jour polls on that day, that thej 
would come, on the day of the general election, armed to the polls 7 

Answer. I heard Captain Harper say, on the day of the 
little election, that he would come armed at the next election, 
meaning the general election. He said, on the same day, pull* 
ing out a Eepublican ticket : " We, every man of us, voted 
tiiat ticket^ and the man who does not vote that ticket is a 
traitor." 

Aquila Debricksoic. 

The examination of MlLXOsr Stbexjb was resumed, he being 
reealled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Did any soldier who was present at the polls in Mill 
Greek Hundred tell you of any order which was given to them by ' 
Colonel Grimshaw previous to leaving the oamp to come to the 
election t 

Answer. Yes, sir. There were two soldiers told me that 
their ordem that morning were to bring four rounds of car- 
tridge, one in the gun and three out ; and they likewise told 
toe that that was their order fix)m Colonel Grimshaw ; one rf 
^ese 4soldiers was an officer. I will state^ in addition to what 
I have stated before, that after the arrest of the first two per- 
wm persons of that Hundred in the morning; I kft ;the po^ 
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and went into tKe crowd. . There I heard BepublioanB of. our 
: Hundred loianung other, persons, who ought to be arrested, 
among whom were Isaiah Ball and Samuel Little, who were 
Bubsequentlj arrested. I also heard the name of Jonathan 
Gatlin as a person to be arrested. I then went to Mr. Catlin 
and told him that if he remained on the ground he would be 
arrested, upon which he left and went home. Samuel Little 
took a heavy cold from the exposure incident to his arrest and 
confinement, which resulted in a spell of sickness, from which, 
it is the impression, he will not recover. All the persons who 
were arrested were discharged five days afterwards, without 
trial or the semblance of trial. 

Milton Steels. 



James SpRmoER, sworn and examined. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Where do you reside, and where did you vote on the 
day of the last general election ? 

Answer. I reside in Mill Creek Hundred, New Castle 
• County, and voted at the Mermaid tavern. 

Question. Will you please to state all that yon know in refer- 
ence to the presence of soldiers at the polls in that Hundred on the 
4th of November last ? 

Answer. I know but little, having arrived at the polls after 
the arrests were all made. Upon arriving, however, I oId- 
served a number of soldiers mixing promiscuously with the 
citizens at the polls, some with their arms and some without. 
I observed no direct interference of the soldiery at the polls. 
Bnt from what had previously occurred, the feeling of the 
Democratic party was, that their rights as freemen had been 
outraged ; also feeling that the presence of the soldiers at the 
polls was to intimidate Democratic voters and to strengthen 
the Eepublican vote, and I do believe it had that effect. On 
Friday before the election on Tuesday, I talked with a soldier 
who was on furlough, in consequence of having had his arm 
broken some weeks before. He told me that . thougli his 
friends were very much opposed to his voting a Democratic 
ticket, but that he intended to do it notwithstanding^ and that 
he intended to stay out on furlough. On the Monday after the 
election I met him, and he informed me that he was arrested 
and taken to his camp on the day of the election^ and did not 
get to vote. Hia regiment^ whioh had been ordered to 
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Wasbington, was brought into Wilmington on Sunday follow- 
ing the election, and his furlough was extended, as his arm 
was not well enough to enable him to do duty. 

Jas. Spbingeb. 

On motion of Mr. Hitch, 

The Committee adjourned until 8J o'clock this evening. 



Same Day, 8 J o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Waples, "Wil- 
liams, and Horsey. 

No business appearing. 

The Committee adjourned to meet at the call of the 
Chairman. 



Monday, March 28, 1863—8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met at the call of the Chairman. 

Present — Messrs. Saulsbury, Cahall, Hitch, Slay, Williams^ 
and "Waples. 

The examination of John" B. Penington was resumed, he 
being recalled. 

By the Chairman : 

Question. Mr. Penington, will you please state about what time 
in the year 1862 Colonel James Wallace visited this town with a 
portion of the Maryland Home Guard uuder his command ; about 
what time in the day he arrived in Dover ; where he quartered his 
soldiers ; what place he made his own headquarters ; how long he re- 
mained in the town ; whether he made any arrests while in the town, 
and if so, what persons were arrested ; where he went when he left ; 
what disposition he made of the persons he arrested here, if any, and 
bow long he kept them in confinement ; whether he informed them of 
any charges against them, and if so, what were the nature and 
character of the charges ; when he discharged them, and upon what 
terms? 

Answer. Colonel Wallace arrived in Dover on the 7th day 
of March, 1862, I think, about noon of that day. In the 
evening of the same day, gome two or three companies^ or 



afi4 

bortions of companies, belonging to the First Maryland Eastern 
Shore Home GuardS) which were commanded by Colonel Wal- 
lace, arrived in town> I think, abont eight o'clock, coming here 
in a special train of cars. They were immediately upon their 
arrival, marched u^ to the State House, and, after having made 
some preparations, the soldiers were quartered ih the Court 
Room in said House. In about an hour after their arrival, a 
person dressed in the uniform of a Captain, and calling himself 
Keene, waited upon me, and inquired if I was Captain Pen- 
ington, to which I replied in the affirmative. He then 
delivered me a note, which, upon reading) purported to come 
from one James Wallace, -Colonel of the regiment of which I 
have spoken, and requested a conference with me immediately 
in the office of Mr. Charles H. B. Day, " on important busi- 
ness." In a few minutes I went, in company with Captain 
Keene, to Mr. Day's office, where I met with Mr. Nathaniel B. 
Smithers, Hiram W. McCauley, and a stranger, who was in- 
troduced to me by Mr. Smithers as Colonel Wallace. He 
(Colonel Wallace) inquired of me if I was the Captain of a 
volunteer company in this town. Upon being told that I was, 
he desired to know whether we had any arms, and if any, 
what kind they were. I stated to him that we had, and that 
they were long-range Minie rifles. He stated that he was di^ 
rected by orders from the General Government to request of me 
an order upon the members of my company for the delivery 
of all arms in their possession to him. I replied, in substance, 
that I had obtained those arms from the Commissary of Kent 
County, upon the order of the Governor of the State, that, by 
the laws of our State, I would be required in certain events to 
return them to the officer from whom I had obtained them ; and 
that, if I were unable to do so, I might be held liable in 
double the value thereof. He then said that he had authority 
to discharge me from all liability or damage which I might 
sustain by reason of delivering them to him. I answered him 
that it might be true that he might have the authority to in- 
demnify me for any loss or damage which I might sustain by 
reason of my complying with his request, but that it could not 
be possible that he had the power to discharge me from any 
liability which I might owe to the State Government. Some* 
thing was then said by him about our both being lawyers, and 
that it was unnecessary to discuss the question ; that he should 
hold me a hostage for the delivery of the arms in possession of 
the company, and ordered me under arrest, putting me *in 
charge of Captain Keene and a squad of soldiers, who accom- 
panied me to my dwelling, and from thenoe to the Court fioooi, 
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where I was kept for about half an hour, and then moved to 
the Senate Chamber, where I remained about one hour under 
guard. At the expiration of that time, I was taken to my own 
office, in the south-west corner of the State House, and kept 
under guard the balance of the night. Shortly after being 
taken to my own office, Mr. James W. Wise, who was a mem- 
ber of my company, was brought into my office under guard, 
and kept confined with me the remainder of the night. Some 
time during the same night, Mr. John K. Jarvis, who was not, 
nor had he ever been, a member of the volunteer company 
•which I commanded. Was arrested and confined in the Senate 
Chamber ; of this fact I knew nothing until the next morn* 
ing ; at which time Mr. Wise and myself were taken from my 
office to the Senate Chamber, where we met with Mr. Jarvis, 
and where we were all three detained in custody. During that 
day, the 8th of March, Mr. William J. Clarke, the Commissary 
of the County, as I was informed, was placed under arrest, 
and detained for some time. Edward Eidgely, Esq., Secretary 
of State, came up into the Senate Chamber, by permission, to 
see me, and after having spent some time in conversation with 
myself and those who were in the room, started to go out, 
when he was informed by the guard at the door that he had no 
authority to pass him out, and he, too, was detained in custody 
for some two hours and until a permit could be obtained from 
Colonel Wallace for him to leave the room. Mr. William A. 
Atkinson, whom I have spoken of in my former testimony as 
the First Lieutenant of the company, was arrested about noon, 
and kept under guard in the Court Eoom for some time, and 
then brought to the Senate Chamber and there detained with 
the others. During the same day, Mr. Outen L. Hill, Mr. John 
O. Slay, John L. Pratt, Charles H. McWhorter, and Mr. 
Martin B. Hillyard, members of the same company, were like- 
wise arrested, and confined in the same room, and also a Mr. 
George Gillespie, whom I did not know, and had never seen, 
that I am aware of, until that day. AH of the persons of 
whom I have spoken as having been arrested were released 
during the afternoon and evening of the day of the 8th of 
March, except Mr. John L. Pratt, Mr. Charles H. McWhorter, 
Mr. George Gillespie, Lieutenant Atkinson, and myself, who 
were detained and taken from Dover by Colonel Wallace and 
•the soldiers, accompanying him to Smyrna. During Colonel 
Wallace's stay in Dover, he made his headquarters in the office 
of Mr, Charles H. B. Day, who was at that time law-partner of 
Mr. George P. Fisher, and occupied the same office with him. 
Upon our arrival at the Smyrna depot, we were taken into 
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Smyrna and kept there until after breakfast on Sunday morn- 
ing, the 9th of March; when we were taken out to the Smyrna 
depot and kept confined in the ticket office, from which place, 
on that night, we were taken in a freight car to Salisbury, in 
the State of Maryland. Arriving in Salisbury about mid- 
night, we were marched over to the encampment near that 
town, and placed in a room about eight by fourteen feet, with- 
out any window, without beds, blankets, or anything to sleep 
on, save the bare boards, and such things as we had taken with 
us. The rations, which were served out to us whilst there, 
were those of the common soldiers, and even they, in my opin- 
ion, inferior in quality to the kind contracted and paid for by 
the General Government. My reasons for saying this arise 
from the statements of all the privates with whom I conversed, 
that they were very inferior to those they had previous to that 
time received. On Monday morning, after breakfast, I obtain- 
ed an interview with Colonel Wallace, and stated to him that 
whilst we were kept confined in that encampment, with his 
permission we would have our meals sent to us, and that we 
would pay for them ; to which he replied that he could not 
grant any such permission, and that we would have to put up 
Wth soldier's fare. On the afternoon of Monday, Colonel 
"Wallace, with three companies, left the encampment and pro- 
oeeded up the Railroad, as I have been informed and believe, 
to Dover, for the purpose of procuring the remainder of the 
arms in possession of the members of my company. I should 
have stated in a former part of my testimony, that upon the 
visit on which the arrests of which I have spoken were made, 
he (Colonel Wallace) sent^uads of soldiers around the town, 
^corted by one David Clayton, a citizen of our town, and 
-others, who pointed out to the soldiers the houses in which 
lived the members of my company, which were searched by 
the soldiers and officers in command indiscriminately, having 
neither respect for the persons who occupied the houses nor 
principles which should characterize the position of a Soldier. 
After Colonel Wallace left the encampment, as I have just said, 
we were, by order of the acting Lieutenant-Colonel, taken from 
.the room in which we were first placed and put into another, 
which, whilst it affi}rded no accommodations, was somewhat 
less uncomfortable than the one from which we were removed. 
On Saturday, the 15th of March, Captain Graham, acting Lieu- 
tepant- Colonel, came to our room and informed me that he had 
just received a despatch from Colonel Wallade, instructing him 
to release Lieutenant Atkinson and myself, which was done. — 
.This was about five o'clock on Saturday evening. On Monday 
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afternoon following, after Lieutenant Atkinson and myselfliad 
purchased our tickets to come home, and had put on board- the 
train what baggage we had with us, Captain Graham, who wa^ 
at the depot, received another despatch from. Colonel Wallace, 
directing him to re-arrest Lieutenant Atkinson, which he did, 
and Mr. Atkinson returned to the encampment with him. I 
came on home. Lieutenant Atkinson, Mr. Pratt, and Mr. Gil- 
lespie were detained for some time afterwards, but I am not 
able to state the precise time. My impression is that Mr. Pratt 
and Mr. Gillespie were released about the 20th of March, un- 
conditionally, without any charge being brought against them, 
and without knowing for what they were arrested. That Lieu- 
tenant Atkinson was released about the 25th or 26th of March, 
on giving what was termed his parole, to report himself when 
called for, but without any charge being made against him, or, 
if any, any intimation of its nature and character. Mr. 
McWnorter was released a few days subsequently to Lieu- 
tenant Atkinson, upon giving a similar parole, and also with- 
out any charge being made against him, or, if any, any intima- 
tion of the nature and character of it. My own release, as was 
also the first release of Lieutenant Atkinson, was unconditional, 
without any requirements, stipulations, or anything of the kind. 
It may not be improper here to say, that while held as a 
prisoner at Salisbury, and while Colonel Wallace was in Dover, 
on his second visit, it was stated to all of us then in custody, 
by the of&cer in command of the encampment, and some of the 
subordinate oflicers, that we ought not to think hard of them, 
that they were only performing their duty under the orders 
which they had received ; and if we blamed any person at aU, 
it should be some of our own citizens, who were continually 
writing letters, representing our company as being disloyal, 
and as having what was termed a Secession flag, which we 
marched and paraded under ; that the interests and welfare of 
the General Government required that we should be disarmed 
and taken care of. I replied to the person communicating such 
information to me, that all such statements were false, and 
known to be so by the persons who made them at the time, and 
gave authority to Captain Graham to telegraph to Colonel 
Wallace, then, as I believed, in Dover, requesting him (Colonel 
Wallace) to call upon Mr. John W. Smith, ensign or stan- 
dard-bearer of our company, in order that he might see the 
only flag which had ever belonged to the company, or under 
which it ever marched or paraded. 

John B. Pkninqtok. 
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On motion, 

The Committee adjourned to meet at the call of the Chair- 
man. 

Attest, J. 0. SLAY, 

Chrh of the Committee^ 



CERTIFICATE. 

I hereby certify that by the authority contained in the following 
joint resolution of the General Assembly of the State of Delaware, 
adopted February 19, 1863, viz. : ''Resolved, By the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the State of Delaware in General 
Assembly met, that the Joint Committee of the two Houses on so 
Qoaich of the GoYornor's Message as refers to military interference 
pith the election on the 4th of November last be authorized to have 
printed for the use of the two Houses 3000 copies of their Journal 
and Report, under the supervision of their Clerk, John O. Slay, Esq.," 
I appointed James Kirk to print the foregoing Journal and Report of 
Hifd Committee ; that the printed copy has been carefully compared 
with the original manuscript, and that it contains all the testimony 
taken before the Committee, except a few sentences of the testimony 
j;^f John L. Bacon, the sheet containing which mysteriously disap- 
peared from my papers. 

J. 0. SLAY, 

Clerk of the Committee. 
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